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Welcome!

Waldorf 100

Dear Michael Hall Old Scholars
Welcome to our autumn Newsletter. In our last
edition we indicated that we would be cutting back
to one a year, but as we have already gathered so
much material we have decided to stay as we were
and stick with our bi-annual format for the time
being.
"
Next year, 2019, will mark 100 years of Steiner Waldorf
education and celebrations are being organised all
around the world. Plans are coming together for an
exciting programme of events to celebrate Waldorf
100 in the UK.

As next year will see the celebration of 100 years of
Steiner Waldorf education, we want to keep you up
to date with the activities that the Steiner Schools
Fellowship and Michael Hall are preparing for the
year ahead.

Waldorf 100 provides an opportunity for all current
pupils, past pupils, teachers and parents in the UK and
around the world to come together and celebrate this
unique education.

We continue to struggle with the data protection
procedures imposed on us by the EU through the
School. So we would ask once again for you to
return the consent form (which is on the last page of
this Newsletter) so your details can continue to be
held on our database. If you know of any Old
Scholars who are not receiving this Newsletter,
please let us know.

The overall theme for the year is how our local projects
can have a global impact. There is a lot of information
on the Waldorf 100 website, including ideas for
projects that different schools are planning all over the
world. W100 – the Film is on the website: this film is
beautiful and inspiring, and you should make a point
of watching it if you have not done so already.

We are remembering Uwe Jacquet in this issue and
are devoting several pages to our much-respected
friend and colleague. Uwe died on June 1st this
year, and our cover picture shows the Christmas
lanterns that he developed and put into production.
For the last 35 years these lanterns have been sold
all across Europe, as well as at the Michael Hall
Christmas Fair, and have brought in a considerable
income for the School. Many hundreds of families
will be bringing out their Uwe lanterns this Advent
time, and once again this iconic design will be on
sale in kit form at the Christmas Fair on November
24th.

Bees
There are many interesting international projects
already underway, and one of the key themes is bees.
The intention is that each school or kindergarten
should commit to undertaking loving deeds for nature
and the earth. As we all know, when bees do well,
humans do too. A goal of Waldorf 100 is to make all
Waldorf facilities around the world into “bee oases”
by 2019. Some schools have started to plan to keep
bees, others are planting flower gardens, places
where these creatures of the sun can live and recover
their health and swarm out once again. Kindergartens
are also planning to make honey cakes as gifts for
their local community, connecting their love for the
natural world with their concern and care for the
people living locally.
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UK schools are using W100 as an opportunity to get
out into their local communities as much as
possible, and there is a commitment to meet 100
new people during 2019. This will include taking
performances out to community centres and also
inviting people into the schools for different events.
The Cambridge School is planning a chess festival
which will enable them to develop their friendships
with many different local groups. Each school is
able to develop its own unique celebration that
recognises the contribution that it has made to
Steiner Waldorf education in the UK, but which –
importantly - also looks forward to how the school
can develop and grow in the future.

Our apologies to Jonty Somervell, Class of 1950.
Gremlins crept in and somehow we managed not
only to spell his name wrong but also to get his
leaving year wrong. Jonty is a staunch supporter of
the Newsletter, so thank you for keeping us on
track.
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Performance and Art

of its curriculum, and to expand its curriculum and
its pedagogy to meet the demands of the 21st
century child - and teacher, parent, and the wider
community.

The celebrations in the UK will have a national as
well as a local element. Rudolf Steiner House in
London will be the venue for an event at the heart of
the centenary celebrations, when children and
young people from Steiner Waldorf Schools around
the country will come together for a day of
performances and an exhibition. This will include
performances by school choirs and orchestras as
well as theatrical and eurythmy pieces. There will
also be an exhibition of children’s art and crafts in
Rudolf Steiner House at this time.

In 2019 we will be celebrating 100 years since the
first Waldorf School opened and we feel that now is
therefore an excellent time to consider what a
modern Waldorf curriculum and school could be.
We want to go back to first principles and then
consider what capabilities and skills as well as inner
qualities our children and young people need to
develop so as to engage well and actively in the
world they are entering.
We welcome parents who would like to share their
thoughts directly with external representatives
assisting with this project: there will be two
gatherings at the School, on October 29th & 30th.
More details will come, so please watch for these.

Join our Facebook Page
If you are
interested in
becoming involved
in the UK plans,
then you can join
the Facebook page
– Waldorf 100 UK
which gives
information on the
activities taking
place around the
country. You can
also contact Sam
Greshoff, who is

Davina Skinner, Director of Operations

co-ordinating national activities:
sam@steinerwaldorf.org. The Steiner Waldorf
Schools Fellowship Busy Bee Newsletter provides
information on the latest plans and ideas.
Sam Greshoff, national co-ordinator for Waldorf 100

Waldorf 100 in Michael Hall
After many discussions, some of them quite
passionate, the theme that is emerging is Renewal.
How do we meet the challenges of our time and find
inspiring new ways to deliver the education? How
do we enable young people to find their path in an
increasingly complex world?
This links to the Waldorf 100 impulse, and the idea
is for the Easter Conference to make connections
with all the growing trends and link them together in
a gesture of community building.
There will be more to say on this once the Easter
Conference programme is decided upon, but for the
moment there is considerable movement and
interest in taking a step into the future!

Waldorf 100 Postcard Exchange

The Steiner Waldorf
curriculum project
Michael Hall is undertaking a significant project with
a two-fold aim: to further strengthen the grounding
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what they were doing. It is impossible not to
mention the incredible comedic presence of Pablo
Poynton as Aunt Augusta, or Daisy Davis as an
overloaded Michael Hall mother - I mean Italian
working mother - in Dario Fo's Waking Up, or
Cordelia Gulbekian-Faram and Louis Pinson in a
smoke-filled French cafe. Or Edward Xu's Hodja,
surrounded by his wives and glowing with
satisfaction.

The Midsummer Festival
Midsummer play review:
A Journey through Love

In the end the size of the class enabled us all to
experience such an unusually wide breadth of
literature through these vignettes. This was a
wonderful treasure and a real inspiration to further
study. We felt both proud of the students and the
school, and better educated.
Nick and Sarah Delfas - Class 10 parents

A talk given to Michael Hall Old Scholars
at the 2018 Midsummer Festival
College of teachers
chair Henry Howlett
drew a full house of
Old Scholars at the
Great Hall in the
Mansion, eager to hear
about the School’s
current position and its
future plans. Here are
his speaker’s notes,
and the bold and
italics are his own.
Take a rather rashly expanded Class 10 of fifty
sixteen year olds, an extended period of GCSEs the first public examinations for Waldorf students and add in rehearsals for a midsummer play. It was
not immediately obvious that this was a project that
could work - either as a dramatic event or a positive
experience for the students.

•

Stephen Sheen’s overview of the history of the
School

•

Successive stages of development that lead us to
the present day

•

Alluded to the idea of school self re-evaluation

•

How should we best move forwards?

•

This is a question that College of Teachers has
been working with

Participation by nearly all students was achieved by
staging fifteen scenes from a variety of plays; each
had an underlying theme of love, spanning romantic
to comic, including nearly every stage in between.
Over thirty students were able to take acting roles,
with supporting parts played by those creating
costumes, sets and playing music. There was even
room for two Class 12 students plus, unusually,
some teaching staff on the stage.

•

In order to address this question we have adopted
a guiding principle

•

This has been expressed by Jim Collins in an
influential book, Built to Last, that identifies
successful habits of visionary companies or
organisations

•

The principle is very simple: preserve the core –
stimulate growth

All contributions were of an exceptionally high
standard, with the students taking clear pride in

•

Preserve the core - stimulate innovation

However, and despite the undeniable challenges in
bringing it to life, A Journey Through Love was a
resounding success as a piece of dramatic art, with
scenes that live on vividly in the mind.
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•

Applied to an individual: know who you are – be
entirely open to what the future holds for you

•

So as a school we have had to become really clear
about what our core is: what is the essential bit in
what we do

•

An education that, above all, values the
development of human capacities – capacities
that in some sense enable mankind as a whole
to progress - and an education that is derived
from a particular way of understanding what it
really means to be a human being, the ideas
developed by Rudolf Steiner

•

The fruits of this type of education are nowhere
more evident than in the Class 12 students

•

The fire ceremony this evening is the first of a
series of events in the coming week which
acknowledge and celebrate the completion of
Class 12’s time at Michael Hall

•

I’m sure you all remember participating in those
types of events when you were at Michael Hall as
pupils

•

When one experiences these young people it
quickly becomes evident that certain capacities
have had the chance to develop in them that are
less readily found in other settings

•

When one speaks with these young people it is
very clear that they are articulate, insightful and
empathetic

•

So in terms of describing what we do in the
parlance of a modern education, we would have to
say that in addition to formal academic
achievement, many of our outcomes for pupils are
not directly academic but more to do with their
development as a human being

•

This poses challenges in a world that is
increasingly driven by the demands of
accountability, transparency and external scrutiny

•

Harder to track and evidence compared to passing
this or that test

•

So the education based on the development of
human capacities is the core we must protect;
and the other bits, which particular subjects are
included in the curriculum, the structure of the
school day, the layout and use of our site, our
organisational structure, are all examples of areas
where innovation and development could take
place

•

The immediate tasks we face involve clearly
describing the less tangible but really important
aspects of what we do in a way that they can be
understood and valued from non-Steiner Waldorf
perspectives

•

We would like to support our teachers in their work
with these less obvious outcomes and increase
the quality and consistency of work that is already
taking place
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•

Lastly, although our financial picture is steadily
improving, there are many possible areas of
innovation that require resources

•

The longer term picture involves meeting the
educational needs of our changing world

•

We often hear about a distinction between soft
skills (personal and interpersonal skills) and hard
skills based on specific information, knowledge
and technique

•

In a world where information is so readily
accessible, employers are finding that the socalled soft skills are more important in achieving
their desired outcomes as businesses or
organisations – it’s not so much what you know,
but how you are as a human being that is the most
important factor in employment

•

Our education certainly leads to excellent soft
skills and is good at providing the harder skills as
well (though there is room for improvement), but it
seems to me that Steiner Waldorf education goes
one step further

•

There are additional capacities that pupils develop
here that might be called insight skills: an ability
to see beyond the obvious, to grasp the deeper
meaning, to develop original ideas, to connect
areas that previously have not been considered to
be connected

•

Soft/insight/hard triad

•

It is these insight skills, in the forthcoming
generations, that are likely to be of greatest value
in guiding our fast-changing world in an authentic
way

Midsummer class reunions in 2018
We welcomed a record number of seven class
reunions this year, spanning the period from 1958 to
2008. It was wonderful to see so many people
meeting up, some after many years. Here are photos
from some of the groups.

The Class of 1998 in summer 2018: see later
section, too

The Class of 1968, reunited in summer 2018

The Class of 2008 in summer 2018

The Class of 1979 in summer 2018

The Class of 1988 in summer 2018
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Well done, Emilie!

News from the School

I am pleased to announce that our talented recorder
player, Emilie Rowley of Class 6b, has been
accepted to join the National Youth Recorder
Orchestra. She underwent a challenging audition
and gained a place in the only National Youth
Recorder Orchestra in the world!

School bees swarm in
Over the summer half term we caught a beautiful
and large swarm of bees. They have been moved
into our Warre hive, built by Mr Davis and Class 9,
two years ago. They look and sound very happy and
busy and we are enjoying watching them as they
develop. “A swarm of bees in May is worth a load of
hay.”

The organisation is dedicated to young recorder
players and exists to support, develop and nurture
their playing and give them the opportunity to
perform. Top professional recorder players and
experienced conductors coach and inspire the
young players on residential courses here and
abroad. This is a great opportunity.

Shortly afterwards, ably assisted by a student, we
succeeded in catching a further swarm in Forest
Row. They too have been moved into the apiary and
are settling in to their National hive. “A swarm of
bees in June is worth a silver spoon.”

Congratulations to Emilie for such an amazing
achievement.
Rachel Gatehouse, Class 6b teacher

Next up is the relocation of the Sun hive, donated to
us by Class 12 several years ago. It has been in the
garden but the site is not suitable and some while
ago the colony died out. We aim to move it to the
apiary with the other hives.

The London Mozart Players:
Fiddler’s Hill triumph
On Sunday June 10th the Michael Hall Theatre
reverberated with the sound of almost 60 young
musicians playing alongside the string section of the
renowned London Mozart Players to cap a programme
that had the audience in raptures.
The string section of the LMP gave glorious
performances of pieces by Mozart, Piazzolla, Britten
and Bach. In addition, Xoan Elsdon (Class 10) gave a
lively narration of a burlesque by Telemann based on
the story of Don Quichotte.
The culmination of the concert was Jeff Moore’s
Fiddler’s Hill, which included the young string players
who had sat enthralled throughout the programme.
Whilst the majority are pupils and students of Michael
Hall from Classes 2 to 9, the invitation had been sent
further afield and we welcomed players from as far as
Lewes and Croydon. Conducted by the composer, the
result was thrilling as the comments below make clear.
The Music Department is profoundly grateful to
Nicoline Kraamwinkel (our violin teacher) for
organising this extensive project and to the members
of our community who helped sponsor the event.
Thank you!
Julian Rolton, Music Teacher and
Class 12 co-guardian

As September turned to October, we held our first
Beekeeping Club. Nine children signed up so we are
already full up, and all were delightfully enthusiastic.
We tasted honey, looked at wax combs, how they
are constructed by the bees, their shape, colour and
smell and we spotted some wax moths too.
We looked at top bar hives and movable frame hives
and I showed the
children what I plan
to build with them,
and then we visited
the bees. We could
observe from the
outside how they are
still bringing pollen in
and what that means
is happening inside
the hive.

Fiddler’s Hill – appreciation from the audience
“The performance by the Mozart Players was such a
treat. The concert started with a beautiful selection
of very entertaining pieces of music played by these
amazing musicians and ended with 50 children from
Michael Hall School on stage accompanying the
orchestra. It was truly inspiring for the children and
parents to listen, and for some a great first taste of
what being part of a professional orchestra can feel

Next, we will start on
building a Kenyan top
bar hive. Wish me
luck!
Susanne Fuller, Gardening teacher
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Tickets Now Available! Spectacular
Farewell Concert!

like. The children were very excited and you could
nearly grasp their enthusiasm! We want to thank Mr
and Mrs Rolton and all the music teachers in the
School and outside school for this unique musical
experience for our children. It was sensational,
Thank you, thank you, thank you!!!!”
“The concert was a magnificent experience. The
moment the children began to play with the
orchestra brought tears to my eyes. To see children
of all ages and experience play together, in unison,
with pride and concentration beyond their years,
and with a highly trained orchestra was beautifully
moving. Thank you very much for enabling this to
happen at Michael Hall. It felt like a pure embodied
moment of the sense of community building at the
School.”
“Thank you for organising this special event. Two of
my boys participated with differing levels of
instrument expertise but both felt they could
participate because the music was so well devised.
This enabled them to really strive to do their part
well. I was concerned that they would be put off by
the full day schedule on a weekend and missing
other activities but that was never mentioned, they
were keen to be involved and felt part of the
creation. After the show they were both buzzing with
pride and the energy of being inside a full working
orchestra, it was a treat to watch and to play.”
“The Fiddler's Hill concert was a very inspiring
experience for both of our children and we would
love to have it again at Michael Hall.”

Tickets are still available for the Ashdown Music
Festival’s Spectacular Farewell Concert to be held
on Saturday 10th November 2018 at 7pm in the
Theatre at Michael Hall School, Forest Row.

This is a not-to-be-missed occasion, featuring a
world-renowned breathtaking balance performance
by Miyoko Shida Rigolo, an electrifying Vivaldi remix
performed by a dynamic cello-bassoon duet and
Beethoven’s Wind Septet in E Flat Major, op. 20. We
fully intend to go out with a bang – be there for what
we know will be an unforgettable night!

Songs for sale!
"

A CD of my songs (some used in the Midsummer
play this year) is on sale for £5 and can be obtained
from Reception or from the Information Stand.

Round table for open communication
Launching in November is a new initiative from the
Parents’ Working Group (PWG): the Round Table.
This is set to be a series of evening meetings, open
to everyone, with the aim of creating a new space
for people to discuss and connect in an open and
honest way about what matters to us all: how to
make Michael Hall School the best it can be!
The first Round Table
meeting, says the PWG,
will explain who the
Parents’ Working Group
are, what a Round Table
meeting is, its purpose
and how it works, and
outline “how we intend to
create a space where we
all feel safe to speak openly and honestly.”
Additionally, the meeting will clarify how to flag
issues to go onto future agendas, before moving on
to the main theme of the evening, “What is
Communication.”

All proceeds will go to supporting a wonderful
movement for children in need in India called Nanhi
Dunya in Dehra Dunn (pictured), where a lot of Old
Scholars have also offered their support over the
years.
Thank you.
Daniele Gaillemin, Drama teacher
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Subsequent evenings, say the organisers, will have
multiple topics up for discussion and, overall, the
mission of the Round Table initiative is to “lay the
necessary foundation to be able to work together in
a constructive, non-judgemental and impersonal
way, that serves the needs of the parents as well as
the School.”

What an opportunity to test their map reading and
compass skills in the beauty of The New Forest! Good
luck to them all.
AND.....Stanley Heap (Class 11) represented England
at the Junior Home Internationals and was awarded a
bronze medal in the individual race and another
bronze in the relays! A phenomenal achievement. Well
done Stan.

Pedagogical painting

The Gym Dept

The School has recently commissioned the
acclaimed artist, David Newbatt, to create a large

The Scandinavian Advent Fair

Advent Fair
Saturday 24th November 2018
11:00 - 16:00

Children’s Crafts and Activities
Gingerbread Biscuits - Donkey Rides
Gingerbread House Competition - Candle Dipping
Live Music - Hand-Made Gifts & Artisan Stalls
Food from around the world and much more...
Eurythmy Play by Class 12 and Classes 3 ‘The Prince Without a Shadow’
Saturday 16:15 & Sunday 15:00

Parking £3

Kidbrooke Park, Forest Row, East Sussex RH18 5JA - www.michaelhall.co.uk
01342 822275 Registered charity number 307006 - This is a fundraising event.

The theme for the Advent Fair this year is Swedish
and Scandinavian. This is designed to tie in with the
Eurythmy performance entitled ‘The Prince Without
a Shadow’. The play deals with true love, sacrifice
and a long journey: it concerns a sister on a quest
to find her brother. Earlier, the brother had given up
his shadow up in exchange for his sister’s health as
she was about to die. He is banished, and the day
she recovers, the sister realises this and goes on a
journey in search of her brother.

painting for the upper stairwell in the Middle School
building. The painting brings together, in a
remarkable way, many important themes from the
Steiner Waldorf curriculum for Classes 6, 7 and 8.
On the afternoon of Tuesday 16th October teachers
and parents assembled in the Theatre to hear David
Newbatt speaking about key themes within the
picture and the process of its creation.
Henry Howlett, Class 5 teacher

Does it all end happily ever after? Will she ever be
able to find him? And does she sacrifice something?
Well, we will have to wait and see how Class 12
brings this wonderful fairytale to life…

Orienteering News
Michael Hall is entering a team of 22 students from
Classes 6 to 11 to take part in The British Schools
Championships in Hampshire in October.

Elif Lebreuilly, Class 3 parent, Advent Fair coordinator

Children from Classes 6 to 8 have been training weekly
with Will Heap and Kate Turner of the Southdown
Orienteering Club in preparation for this adventure.
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That magical lantern, lighting up the
darkness

hardly opened again after the war when it was closed
for the second time by the occupying Soviet forces.
In fact the war ensured that Uwe missed out on a
large part of his schooling altogether.

The special Christmas lanterns designed and made
by Uwe Jacquet, who died in June this year, enjoy
pride of place in thousands of homes every advent.
Here we reproduce an account of Uwe, his life and
his work, originally published in Erziehungskunst
(Art of Education) in December 2011, written by
former Michael Hall teacher Sven Saar and
translated by his wife Margot. No changes have
been made to the text. A full appreciation of Uwe by
his wife Hélène appears later in this Newsletter.

He (mis-)spent his teenage years in various places
and Waldorf schools in the south of Germany. His
siblings also went on to find their place in the Waldorf
world: the name "Jacquet" is well known in schools
from southern Germany up to the Ruhr area.
After scraping a living as a tour guide in Paris Uwe
became involved, at the age of twenty, in the
founding of the Chatou Waldorf School in France. It
was here where, inspired by the famous East German
Christmas pyramids, he first thought of building a
Christmas lantern. He married and after his first two
daughters were born the young family moved to
Sussex in England to live and work - for many years
as it turned out - at Michael Hall, now the oldest and
biggest of the British Waldorf schools. Uwe started
as a French teacher, later he also taught German and
finally embarked on his career as arts and crafts
teacher.

As the days grow shorter and the light gives way to
darkness they appear again: colourful Christmas
lanterns that silently turn on nature tables. The angel
flies by, radiating bright light, followed by the star that
is surrounded by darkest blue. Below these heavenly
movements we see archetypal Christmas images,
standing still: Mary in the forest of thorns, the
manger, the shepherds' proclamation, the kings
following the star, the flight to Egypt.

When I started teaching in the late 1980s there were
still quite a few teachers like the Jacquets: a
generation deeply rooted in anthroposophy, selfless
and devoted to their schools, approaching all areas
of life with artistic awareness. Apart from bringing up
their own children (Uwe and Hélène Jacquet have
four) and teaching full-time, members of that
generation tended to work ceaselessly, visibly as well
as behind the scenes of their schools: they would
design, build and paint makeshift huts to serve as
classrooms, build cupboards and shelves, and help
with the planning and erecting of new school
buildings. They organised school fairs, planned
yearly festivals, helped young colleagues, introduced
parents and the public to the education, and founded
kindergartens and teacher training courses.
Throughout their lives the Jacquets took a close,
almost proprietorial, interest in the Oberufer plays,
directing and playing many parts. Hélène edited and

The light that shines through the slits in the roof of
the lantern and the dancing shadows on the walls
lend enchantment to the room. The family cat sits for
hours, watching, entranced by the dancing light.
Children wait eagerly for the angel to reappear and
adults delight in the gentle play of colours and the
magical advent mood.
Have you ever seen one of these lanterns? In
Germany, maybe: in or around Stuttgart or at Lake
Constance? Or more likely in England. They can be
found in over 5000 houses and institutions all over
the world. It was the cosmopolitan Uwe Jacquet who
invented and developed the lanterns. Born in Saxony,
Uwe fled to the West as a child after the war.
Although his father had been a founding teacher at
the Waldorf School in Dresden, Uwe was unable to
attend it since he had hardly reached school age
when it was closed by the Nazis (the last of the
German Waldorf schools to suffer that fate). It had
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published what is now the definitive English edition
of the plays.

The pupils tend to be sceptical at first, doubtful that
they can manage the fine filigree work with a cutting
mat and a scalpel. After the first attempts they
quickly gain confidence, however, and they end up
astounded at the beautiful pictures they produce.
They can also bring in their own ideas: a Jewish pupil
who did not want to use images from the Christmas
story designed Hanukkah motifs for her lantern.
Pupils in Basel and Prien in southern Germany have
by now successfully built the lanterns, for their own
use and for sale at their Christmas markets. Uwe is
open to requests from interested schools. He is also
actively looking out for a successor to take on his
beautiful craft and continue to build the lanterns in
the future when he will no longer be able to do so.

We all still benefit from their work; without them our
schools could not be what they are today. Much has
changed in recent decades, partly because old
traditions are justifiably being called into question
and broken up. But it is to these pioneers that
Waldorf education owes its solidity and good
reputation. They joined their lives and destinies
inseparably to that of the movement.
Uwe Jacquet began his work at Michael Hall in 1963.
All Upper School students went through his highly
professional teaching, taking with them, as reminders
for life, copper candle holders and bowls, iron
pokers, even self-moulded silver rings. Uwe spent
much of his free time in his workshop and at the
annual Christmas Fair his stall was one of the most
beautiful and profitable. The most charming
Christmas presents could be bought there:
household articles made of metal, jewellery,
transparencies, straw stars and wooden toys. All
proceeds went to the School, of course.

The Jacquets have moved back to Paris where they
live close to the Verrieres Waldorf school. This is also
part of that generation's destiny: we younger ones
often find it difficult not to appear ungrateful in our
striving for modernization. Such deserving
colleagues should be able to live and be active
around their schools, to be school grandparents as it
were.

The first lantern was built from paper, cardboard, wire
and wood and was operated by a candle. For half an
hour it delighted the entire family before the candle
tilted and set the whole contraption alight. Uwe kept
improving the design of the lantern over the next
years. The production process started in the autumn,
with the Jacquets, parents and children, sitting
around the kitchen table cutting out beautiful motifs
and bringing them to life with layers of coloured
tissue paper. The individual pictures were then
assembled to form the lanterns which were also sold
at the Christmas Fair. The School greatly benefited
from the stunning lanterns, especially later on - after
the candles had been replaced by an electric light
bulb and the lanterns were no longer made of
cardboard but of more durable plastic.

Waldorf teachers such as the Jacquets, who bring an
artistic approach to everything they do, can greatly
inspire us younger teachers. Their thoroughness,
their love for detail, and devotion to the true goals of
Waldorf education, stand before us like the radiant,
colourful light of the Christmas lantern.
Excerpt from the monthly magazine Erziehungskunst
(Art of Education) December 2011, by Sven Saar and
translated from the German by Margot Saar
Uwe Jacquet’s lanterns will be on sale at this year’s
Christmas Fair. Please contact Maria Finnemore in
Reception for details.

In the 1980s demand for the lantern grew so fast that
Uwe decided to have various components industrially
prefabricated. These parts can be easily assembled
and the finished lanterns, while no longer completely
unique, have all the aesthetic properties of the
original. Today, they can be found in thousands of
houses, flats, medical centres and shops where they
belong to Christmas just like holly, ivy and mince
pies. Lantern kits can be bought and they come with
detailed instructions for assembly. Schools can
purchase them at a reduced price if they want to use
them for fundraising. Uwe still makes several dozen
unique lanterns every year, using the original cutouts
and tissue paper.
He taught me his technique too. When I was a class
teacher at Michael Hall we decided to teach pupils
from a certain age how to make the lanterns. I have
done this twice successfully, in two-week main
lessons, once with a Class 7 and once with a Class 8.
The "Lantern Main Lesson" has become part of the
Class 8 curriculum at Michael Hall.
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If you were in the class which graduated in 1980,
Susanna Cumbley is hoping to organise a reunion
next year. Contact her on
susannacumbley@outlook.com

Reunions planned for 2019
With 2019 being such a special year – the centenary
of Steiner Waldorf education worldwide - we asked
all the classes who left in a year ending in 9 if they
would like to have a reunion. Here they are – and all
have signed up except for the Class of 1949, who
left school 70 years ago and are now well into their
eighties. One step ahead of the rest, the Class of
1979 held their 40-year reunion last year, so their
place is taken by the Class of 1980, set to celebrate
their 40th next summer.

"
The Class of 1989 will be meeting up next year, 30
years after finishing Class 12. Email
matt@mmguitars.co.uk for details

"
The Class of 1949 – no reunion scheduled for next
year

"
Twenty years on, the Class of 1999 will meet up
again next June. Contact
mnmsamways@hotmail.com for details
"
Any familiar faces? If these are your classmates
from 1959, come to your 60-year reunion next
summer! Just contact christian@tonylewin.com

"
Are you in this photo? If so, contact
markchivers50@hotmail.com for details of the Class
of 1969 reunion next summer

The Class of 2009 will celebrate ten years since
leaving school. Sofiareimchen@googlemail.com has
the details.

12

Jacob Forward, Class of 2018
A sense of History at Oxford

Since leaving Michael Hall
They left this year, last year, a decade ago, a
generation back or even in the middle of the last
century. How have these Old Scholars fared since
completing Class 12 all those years back?

One bright winter’s
morning, a three-yearold and his mother
walked hand in hand
into the Clockhouse,
pausing to stare at
the cobblestones and
listen to the birds
sing. Once inside the
playgroup, the mother
said goodbye, closed
the door and was
gone. Not ten minutes
later, she came back
again, to retrieve her
fighting, sobbing and
terrified child from the vice-like grip of the playgroup
teacher. We didn’t return for several months. This
was the rather unpromising start to my career at
Michael Hall, which ended just recently, when I
processed out of the theatre to the equally tearinducing roar of “Fumba Naye”.

George Delfas, Class of 2018
Pure Chemistry at Oxford
Having wondered for
much of my life and
Waldorf education
about why things are
as they are, for
instance why a cup
can stand on a table,
Chemistry lessons
came as a great relief
and brought
explanations of the
nature of the universe
and worldly
phenomena. I have
known that I wanted
to study Chemistry
since Class 11, and
the pure Chemistry
course at Oxford particularly appealed to me.

In between came sixteen years of considerably
more positive education. But what I am most
grateful for is that Michael Hall made me a
polymath. Now I am interested in everything, not
merely birdsong and cobblestones, but Philosophy,
Science and the Arts. I feel driven in my studies, not
by competition or convention but by a genuine
interest in the knowledge I pursue, and a love for the
learning process itself. I think that this breadth
exists elsewhere too: in sport I have been lucky
enough to try most things, from sailing and softball
to the Olympic games. In daily life I enjoy taking on
practical challenges, thanks to those years of craft
lessons. Perhaps this is why I chose the allencompassing subject, History, for my further
studies.

I believe that being given the scope to learn to work
and think independently as well as part of a team
throughout my Waldorf education helped me
through my interview at Oxford. In the interview I
was set problems to talk through, and the thinking
aloud and discussing a wide range of topics which
were a natural part of class life at Michael Hall
definitely made this part of the application process
easier for me. I am very much looking forward to
going to Oxford to begin the next stage of my
education.

On October 1st I will drive up to Oxford to begin a
three-year degree in History. I didn’t have to fake my
enthusiasm for my subject during the essays,
entrance exams and interviews that came before,
and I suspect the tutors noticed this too. Initially
nervous after the offer came, I feel a little more
secure about it now, having packed a pair of my
own hand-knitted socks. Their garish pink and blue
stripes may prove a useful conversation starter
during the social whirlwind of Freshers Week that is
to come. Above all, they will serve as a reminder of
the golden blur of my childhood and time at Michael
Hall. I look back on it now and have the feeling that I
have eaten a large, rich, twelve-course meal. Now
it’s time to stretch my legs and see what I can do!
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They all left school 20 years ago –

Sasha Logie, Class of 1997
From music to minefields

so what are the occupations that the Class of 1998
have taken up?

Does anyone have a
teleportation time
machine I can
borrow?
I would set the date to
“1997” - location
“Michael Hall”, find
my 18-year-old self,
and tell him not to
worry.
“Don’t fret about what
to study at university,
nor vex that you don’t
know what you want
to be when you grow
up. It’ll work out just fine – you’ll see.”

"

I wouldn’t reveal too many details of how life would
unfold. 18-year old Sasha wouldn’t believe me if I
did. He certainly wouldn’t expect that 20 years later
he would find himself living in Jerusalem managing
the United Nations’ humanitarian programme to
clear unexploded bombs in Palestine. So, I would
simply tell him to trust in himself and have a little
faith in lady luck, and to go and enjoy his gap-year.
I’d also advise against DIY bleaching his hair six
months later – the result of which would be
unexpected and unnaturally orange hair.

Daniel Tiller: Artist for film industry
Jim Pople: Design & Construction
Rodrigo Dikty: Travelling & translating
Robin Brown: Farmer
Elin Bohmann (née Ekholm): Teaching
Joy Prater: Teaching (Class 6, Exeter Steiner
Academy) & yoga teacher
Philippa King: market analyst

I was a Michael Haller from playgroup and
kindergarten through to class 12. It is the only
school I ever knew. I finished with A-levels in Maths,
English and Music; three somewhat unrelated
subjects that reflected a general lack of direction.

James Rothwell: MSc in social innovation at
Cambridge
Megan Edwards: Teaching
Charlotte Allmer: Teaching

My gap-year in Tanzania and Zimbabwe gave me a
newfound interest in travel and cultures, and was
then followed by enrolment in a “Foundation Year”
at Keele University, discovering subjects like
“International Relations” and “Philosophy”, which
became the focus of my undergraduate degree
course. I had started to find a direction.

Hannah Carter (né Sollars): Occupational Therapist
for children
Elisha-Rose Nunhofer (née Taylor): Perinatal
Psychotherapist
Rachel Molina: Photography PA to Charity Director
Anna von Butler: Biodynamic Networking

Following my graduation I worked for one year in
Whitehall at Her Majesty’s Treasury before
continuing into further education, completing a
Masters in “International Politics" at SOAS. After
another backpacking trip, this time in Asia, and with
no fixed plans for my return, I moved to Denmark.

Jessica Hrivnak (née MacIntosh ): Architect
Daniel de Simone: BBC Journalist
Laura Holmwood: Cranial Sacral Therapist
Heather Woods: Midwife
Karoly Nunhofer: MA & Business Entrepreneur

It was there that I - somewhat unexpectedly - got
my first job with the United Nations. A small UN
agency called UNOPS (the United Nations Office for
Project Services) had recently relocated its
headquarters from New York to Copenhagen, and
they were hiring. I got my break. For the first five
years I managed environmental programmes around
the world, working from Copenhagen and later New
York.
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In December 2011 my life took a new direction, with
my first deployment into field work, in Juba, South
Sudan, five months after the country had gained
independence from Sudan to become the world’s
newest sovereign nation. A landlocked state, just
north of the Equator, South Sudan is one of the
poorest and least developed countries in the world.
With a landmass two and a half times larger than
that of the UK, it has very little of anything; at that
time it had only one hundred kilometres of tarmac
road. More than half a century of fighting during
Africa’s longest running civil war had left the country
heavily contaminated with explosive remnants of
war and thousands of minefields.

Stefan Schaefer, Class of 1989
Kindergarten, Detroit, New York, Hawaii…..
I’m writing from one
of the most remote
archipelagos on
earth — the Hawaiian
Islands — where I’ve
lived with my family
for almost ten years.
One of the many
virtues of living on a
tropical island such
as Maui is that
friends and family
like to visit. One
recent visitor was
Stephen Sheen who,
along with his wife
Libby, were akin to a second set of parents during
my years in Forest Row. Their son Laurence was
one of my earliest and dearest friends and,
although separated by thousands of miles, remains
close to this day.

I deployed to South Sudan to work with UNMAS (the
United Nations Mine Action Service), the UN entity
mandated to clear landmines and unexploded
ordnance. The work was incredibly exciting and
rewarding. Spending three and a half years in South
Sudan, I was able to witness and experience just
how important and impactful the work of the UN can
be in the field. With UNMAS clearing minefields and
explosive items, tens of thousands of people were
able to live in safer conditions.

Stephen’s visit of course sparked many
conversations and recollections about life in Forest
Row, and my early years at Michael Hall. I was
fortunate enough to attend the school from Nursery
through Class 4. I was also fortunate to have Georg
Locher as my class teacher — a master impresario
of what I believe was 35 pupils, many of us
rambunctious lads who would no doubt now be
labelled “learning different” or “special”. Mr Locher
held us in check with his stern Swiss manner, but
also possessed a warmth and sense of humour
that could always surprise and delight.

In Juba, under giant mango trees along the banks of
the White Nile river, I also met my future wife
Michelle.
In 2015 I took on the job of managing the UNMAS
programme in Palestine. UNMAS operates primarily
in Gaza, a cramped and crowded place about a fifth
of the size of East Sussex, with a population of two
million people. Following the war in 2014, more than
7,000 explosive remnants were left behind, buried in
rubble and debris in densely populated
neighbourhoods. UNMAS works to clear each
bomb, mortar, rocket, hand grenade, and
improvised device, one item at a time. The
dedication and courage of my bomb-disposal team
amazes and humbles me every day, as the impact of
their work allows children to play safely, farmers to
plough their fields, and communities to rebuild.

What Stephen’s visit most reminded me of,
however, was that although I do have memories of
life inside the classroom, it’s what happened before
and after the school bell rang that still resonates.
What lives large in my memory and imagination is
the primacy of nature during those years. I can
summon memories of rising at dawn and setting
out into the forest in search of adventure. I can feel
the cool of the stream through my Wellington
boots. I can recall the scent of mud and wet leaves
as we built a secret fort. I can re-walk the paths
leading through and around the Forest Row and relive the sense of freedom and possibility we
experienced — freedom to fill our hours however
we pleased, without the over-scheduling and
helicoptering parents I experience today (and no
doubt also embody as a parent myself).

In 2016, my wife and I jumped into yet another new
adventure, as we welcomed our daughter Ingrid,
who was born in the West Bank in Bethlehem.
I sometimes wonder how after walking down the
Cow Path in an idyllic corner of Sussex throughout
my childhood, I ended up walking through
minefields in some of the most desperate places in
the world, in the service of the United Nations. I’m
not sure I have a complete answer. I am sure
however that the education I received at Michael
Hall enabled me to be an open-minded and curious
18-year old, ready for the adventures that would
come.

From the idyllic countryside of Forest Row my
family moved to what my mother called “the armpit
of America” — Detroit. My parents, Chris and Signe
Schaefer, continued the work they had engaged
with at Emerson College at what would become
Sunbridge College. When the college moved to the
suburbs of New York, we moved also. I graduated

Sasha Logie, Programme Manager of the United
Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS) in Palestine
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from Green Meadow Waldorf School and went on
to complete my undergraduate studies in political
theory and theatre at Wesleyan University. This was
followed by graduate studies as a Fulbright
Scholar at Christian-Albrechts University in Kiel,
Germany. I was about to begin my doctoral studies
in political thought in New York but, questioning a
life in academia, deferred for a year.

volcanic rock, but it’s unlikely you’ll be able to
outrun or outsail your Steiner Waldorf roots. Aloha!
More on my work and films can be found
here: www.stefancschaefer.com and
www.cicalafilmworks.com

Noel Hamel, Class of 1961
The Storyteller's Chair:
my tribute to the Byfords

During that year I worked at a film production
company and re-found my love of the dramatic
arts. I never returned for my PhD and, some twenty
years on, have been involved as a screenwriter,
director and/or producer on over twenty films,
among them independent features like “Arranged”
and “My Last Day Without You”, and
documentaries such as “Even Though The Whole
World is Burning”, about US Poet Laureate and
environmental activist W.S. Merwin. These films
have screened at film festivals all over the world,
played in cinemas, and have been broadcast on
public television, HBO, the Sundance Channel,
NetFlix, Amazon, etc. I’ve also developed and sold
TV shows to companies such as Sony Pictures,
AMC Studios and the recently-disgraced Weinstein
Company. It’s a tremendously gratifying profession,
despite the occasional heartache caused by having
a beloved project that’s fully “packaged” and
financed fall apart due to the whimsy of some
executive. It’s a career that allows me to draw
upon the breadth of curriculum that is a hallmark of
the Waldorf curriculum; allows me to travel and
collaborate with artists and creatives all over the
world; and, because I don’t work at a studio, forces
me to always have a generative, pro-active and
possibly overly optimistic approach to life and
work.

Why the Storyteller's
Chair? And why a
tribute to Joyce and
Jim Byford? And
what prompted me to
make it? To answer
all these questions,
you could go back to
1942 when I was
born; but that would
be too, too tedious.
Better to start in 1952
when I came to
Michael Hall and Jim
Byford as my class
teacher.
Like many boys, I never went happily to school, but
coming from a rather fusty traditional prep-school
to be welcomed by Jim Byford on my first day was
a schismatic change. Home wasn't great. Mother
was schizophrenic, prone to irrationality and
emotional outbursts. Communication wasn't great
and, for a small boy, it was all very confusing.
Father didn't really want children, who were an
unwelcome burden and nuisance - an inclination to
play was anathema. He did not get much pleasure
from other humans either, most of whom he
called "dribbly-nosed-beasts.” The late arrival of
dry cleaning elicited the outburst: “If Hitler had got
here he would have shown them a thing or two.”
Mealtime was a monologue of father rehearsing
how clever he was; extolling the virtues of his
judgement. Any ventured comment was rebuked:
"shut up you little fool! If you'd just be quiet you
might learn something.”

Currently, I’m coaxing two narrative feature films
toward production, writing a new screenplay with
novelist Alexander Maksik, prepping to pitch a new
TV show in LA, and working on a documentary
series on water rights.
Readers might also be interested to learn that I met
my wife Chenta in middle school at the Detroit
Waldorf School. Her brother was a good friend and
classmate. After losing track of one another for
some 12 years, she ran into a mutual friend on the
streets of New York City — he was working on a
series of plays I’d written and invited her to attend.
She was working at the Guggenheim Museum. So
the global Waldorf dating and networking
association is strong and yields lifelong dividends!

Imagine suddenly meeting people who thought
childhood was precious and a vitally important
development towards healthy and happy
adulthood - Wow! Curiosity, inquisitiveness, even
mischievousness were accepted as a natural part
of the growing and maturing process. Childhood
was accepted as natural and a welcome vital stage
of human development.

Finally, as children of Anthroposophists, Chenta
and I swore off getting sucked back into the vortex
of Waldorf… which didn’t work out so well. We
were founding parents and Board members of the
Brooklyn Waldorf School and, more recently, I was
strong-armed into a six-year Board stint at the
Haleakala Waldorf School here on Maui…. proving,
once again, that you can set sail for the farthest

Joyce and Jim, who came to be virtually my
surrogate parents, believed children were a gift
from God and that we are all God's children.
Treated with care and humanity, we can all share in
the goodness and possibilities that life offers to us
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all. Childhood is a precious opportunity, free of
adult responsibilities, to explore the depths and
extents of our thoughts and imaginings.
Harmlessly, children can inhabit a life of stories and
ideas beyond the confines of practical and
everyday realities. These imaginary flights,
stretching the bounds of accepted knowledge,
creatively evolve into a constructive understanding
of reality which builds a firm foundation for
maturity and the evolution of adult perception with
an assured and balanced outlook. The contented
and comprehending values of sharing and of
accommodating others, difference, and life's
tribulations in both adolescence and adulthood
helps create a rounded and productive human
being. If you cannot explore imaginary thoughts as
a child, when exactly should you?

Vasco Abecassis, Class of 1957
A multinational adventure
I live in Lisbon - and
on my ranch in
Alentejo, in the south
of Portugal near the
Spanish border (cow
country)...
Following a long and
very interesting
career in an
American big pharma
multinational, ending
up as vice-president
of Europe/Middle
East/Africa and
responsible for 30
countries, I am now pretending to work hard as
non-executive chairman of a multinational hi-tech
mobile company and non-executive president of a
HR company...

Allowing or encouraging children to live as children
to the fullness of childhood's possibilities was the
gift that Joyce and Jim offered us all. As a tribute
to their compassion, humanity, tolerance and
perception, and how those attributes were
bestowed upon me and changed my life
irreversibly, I made this storyteller’s chair. It is
intended as a tribute to their unswerving
commitment to their values of respect for
childhood and their devotion to nurturing. I hope
others will gain strength and assurance from their
example and feel supported in their own
endeavours in nurturing future generations.

I have three kids, all with [my late wife] Snu: the
oldest, Miki, is 56, Ricardo is 54 and Rebecca 46.
My third wife, Luisa, came with me and my brother
Philip when we visited Forest Row more than 10
years ago after a do at Michael Hall.... I remember
chatting, reminiscing about our times at school
sitting at a table in a garden during a luncheon
party.... great memories...

Looking back, I sometimes think I was a pest and a
trial but, if I was, Jim and Joyce never showed it
but treated me with love, tolerance and kindness.
Values I took with me on my journey through life.

My passion in life has been adventure, travelling...
primarily non-hunting safaris in Africa. That's it
about me, in a nutshell.

Noel Hamel, June 2018
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lantern for the
handicapped children),
then went to Dornach,
helping changing the
scenery on the stage
and where he started to
smoke! Being so
enthusiastic and working
hard, he took on many
responsibilities and fell
victim to the two camps
then at war, and had to
leave. In Paris, he had so
many adventures I don’t
know which to relate here! He slept under the
bridges, sold newspapers, had walk-on parts in
films, starved and, finally, he turned up one day out
of the blue at my parents, who knew his sister, at the
summer house where we met for the first time. I was
14 and he was 20. And though we did not marry
until 1960 we somehow ‘recognised’ each other. A
very strong feeling still with me today. Helping to
create toys for the Christmas Fair at the Steiner
school in Paris, he came to my father’s workshop on
the Avenue de l’Opéra. Later, when the Steiner
school was looking for a painting and craft teacher,
my father recommended
him. He worked in the
Alésia school, then the
Chatou school which sent
him to train officially on the
training course in Stuttgart
where he developed his
skill in copperwork. From
1956 both he and I were in
the Christmas plays,
another passion we shared!
But the Chatou school had
strange practices,
recognised by Francis
Edmunds actually, and with Uwe not wanting to be
part of this, he was asked to leave. He then worked
as a translator for a firm dealing with patents used
in nuclear energy. And he earned a good salary at
last.

Obituaries and appreciations
Uwe Jacquet (teacher) 1936 – 2018

An appreciation by his wife, Hélène
Uwe (Fritz Herman) was born on 26th February 1936
in Dresden. His father, a university professor of
biology, had moved there to be one of the founding
members of the Steiner school in Dresden.
The war, the fear of the Nazis, the lack of food
destroyed his happy childhood. And finally, living
just outside of the town, he saw the bombing of
Dresden which left an unforgettable memory of
horror. Starving by then (eating mice, roots …), his
mother decided to move the family to the French
occupied zone, in 1947: the state was looking for
professors and their French name helped.
His parents separated then, and from that point on
Uwe did not have a
‘home’. Staying here and
there: one parent, the
other, friends, homes
etc…. I think it accounts
for his devotion to create
a home for us with true
celebrations of the
festivals, birthdays…

Then a friend at Michael Hall called him to say that
there was a vacant post for teaching languages.
And Uwe went to see the place, and …fell in love!

He went to eleven
different schools, and
finally left at 16 to go to
work on a biodynamic
farm: Hagnauer Hoff
where he said he, at last,
learned to work! From then on he was completely
financially independent!
Uwe always had a passion for languages and
dialects, so he wanted to go to Paris to learn
French, and this happened in 1956. In the meantime
he worked first near Lausanne, cutting hedges (even
Charlie Chaplin’s) and making funeral wreaths for a
flower shop, then worked on a biodynamic farm
nearby in St Barthelemy (where he made his first
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We moved there in March 1963 with our two small
daughters. The first event we went to was the St
Matthew Passion, directed by Cecil Cope: we were
in the right school! He developed the lanterns purely
to help make money for the School; only now, after
he taught me to make them, and he had prepared
everything so that I could, do I sell them privately
and still cheaper to the School so that they can
make a profit. His will, so generous!

victories and “tapas”.
An outstanding man is gone! The Brotherhood has
lost one of the greatest amongst them. A speaker of
note, he captivated his audiences with his
enormous sense of humour.
Philip Henry Abecassis was born on the 3rd of
September 1941 in Port Washington, since his
mother, heavily pregnant, had left Portugal for the
United States under difficult circumstances caused
by the winds of war that were engulfing Europe.
Crossing the Atlantic during the Second World War
caused great anxiety and fear due to the possibility
of attack from German U-boats.

With the exception of two years, when we went to
Germany and then to Switzerland, he stayed faithful
to his love of the School. And now after nine months
of illness with atrocious pains, he died a peaceful
death surrounded by his daughter Sophie, his
granddaughter Katarina, and myself. We are in a
way thankful that his pains are finished, and this
helps us. His plan, maybe?

Phil returned to Portugal in 1950, then left for Britain
where he completed his secondary schooling at
Michael Hall. He completed his academic studies in
Geneva, where he took a degree in economics, and
came back to Portugal to take up a position in
Lusalite, a family-owned company where his
employment ceased when the company was wound
up.

For the respect of his life I must state something
which was still a great pain to his soul: when we
were told that we could not stay in the house [at
Michael Hall], he was told by a Council member that
‘the school owes you nothing’. It was done out of
ignorance, but it was a great, great let-down, and
we felt cast out on a raft away from our friends.
Thankfully many kept in contact and were a help to
Uwe.

The “Semper Joyful”, his soubriquet in the “Irmãos
da Costa” (“Brothers of the Coastline”) Brotherhood,
had an unusual culture. He was a humanist, and
never made social class distinctions. One of his
many friends (all classmates of 1947-59) was John
Michael Slaughter with whom he had always kept in
touch almost every day last year. Music was another
of his passions. It was always a haven throughout
his sickness.
This man, whom I had the privilege to count as a
friend, left us with no complaints, as he had anyway
always wished, sailing his last trip listening to the
“Ode to Joy” of Beethoven’s 9th symphony on his
faithful iPad.
We offer our deepest condolences to all the family,
Sofia his daughter and Luisa his adored Captive.
And by his brother, Vasco
Everyone loved Philip and he loved everyone absolutely everyone except the 'Commies' or the
'Reds' as he called them and, in later years, the
Muslims who he feared were taking over Europe,
handed over to them on a platter by all of us.

Philip Abecassis (Class of 1959)
1941 – 2018

He was a master seaman and a yachtsman widely
respected in the Portuguese sailing world - sailing
was his life's great passion. In 1973, the year before
the April Revolution in Portugal, he finally
succeeded in buying back our father's sailing yacht,
Cariba. The yacht, a 1912 yawl built in England, had
been sold by Mother after Father's premature death
in 1952: it won many regattas and sailed the Atlantic
Ocean and the Mediterranean seas.

By José Tocha, O
"Fogacho"
After great suffering,
my friend Philip left
us on 10th July
2018.
Sea and ships were
always the passion
of his life. Benvinda,
Cariba, Thenby and
S. Francisco were
his sailing vessels,
filled with regattas,

Days after the Revolution the Communists and
Extreme Leftists, who ruled until they were ousted a
year later, destroyed most of the 'Fascist' yachts.
Philip, who was an American citizen born in America
(he had dual citizenship), rushed to a bric-a-brac
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store somewhere downtown and bought a secondor third-hand Stars and Stripes flag and boarded
Cariba. He rushed out of the harbour to the high
seas, escaping to Spain.

acquired a small son, Jeremy, and sufficient Arabic
for conversation in the harem with the Emir's two
wives.
Occasionally Ginny accompanied Michael on visits
to the outlying sheikhdoms, traveling variously by
Land Rover, camel and donkey. The tribal guard
escort would take turns to carry Jeremy up the hills.

He was chased by a naval patrol boat, now in the
hands of the 'Communist' navy, which stopped him
and he was boarded. He immediately confronted the
bearded red arm-banded naval officer, pointed up at
the American flag hanging from Cariba's mast, and
whipped out his American passport.

In Dhala the rattle of gunfire was fairly frequent, so
they kept away from the windows at night. The
following year they lived in Aden, which was
relatively peaceful then.

The officer immediately put away the handcuffs,
saluted, ordered his men to lower their guns,
returned to his vessel and motored rapidly away.
Philip later arrived in Spain where he lived aboard
Cariba for six months, finally finding a buyer for it.
He then returned to Portugal deeply saddened,
having lost the love of his life.

After a period back in England, their new posting
was to the islands of the Western Pacific, Vanuatu,
the Solomon Islands and Kiribati. During these
years, Ginny had four children and also enjoyed a
number of teaching opportunities, in a primary
school, a teacher training college, and in
Government staff training.

Vasco Abecassis, brother

After 12 years in the Pacific, they felt it was time to
put an end to the stressful circling of the globe and
the family returned to London. Ginny qualified as a
teacher and worked for 20 years in primary
education. They retired to Bath in 1991.

Virginia Allen, née Richards (Class of 1948)
1930-2018
By Michael Allen

Ginny maintained her indomitable enthusiasm for
life and new and exotic places, some of which were
uncomfortable and even frightening. She
approached new people with the same good
humour and openness, whether they were Sultans,
road sweepers, High Commissioners, cannibal
tribesmen or misbehaving school children. She was
therefore never short of friends and admirers.

Ginny was the middle
of five children of Dr
and Noel Richards.
Noel, her mother, was
the sister of Daphne
Harwood (née Olivier),
one of the founding
teachers of Michael
Hall. Ginny started at
Michael Hall in
Streatham, then spent
the war years in
Minehead, where the school was evacuated, and
finished as a boarder at Kidbrooke.

Ginny's teaching (in an era before curricula became
strictly regulated), concentrated on the 3R's and
instilling a love of reading, but also found time for
rich doses of culture, art and fantasy, drawing
heavily on her Waldorf education and
Anthroposophical background. As a result, her
classes were very popular with the children and
their parents.

After leaving Michael Hall in 1948, Ginny spent a
year at St Paul's Girls School to obtain her higher
school certificate. Then to St Andrews University to
read modern languages. There she got a half blue
for swimming, met her future husband Michael, and
graduated in 1954 with an MA (Hons) in French and
Spanish.

Ursula Ruse
Ursula Ruse died on
8th July this year. She
was married to Bill
Ruse who was the
Bursar at Michael
Hall for many years.
Ursula was very
involved with the
school. We will have
a full appreciation of
her in our next
Newsletter.

Married in 1954, Ginny followed her husband, who
had joined the Foreign Service, out to Aden (now
Yemen). Their first marital home was an abandoned
Sultan's palace with 30 rooms and practically no
furniture, but they were cordially received by the
ruling Sultan.
After a few months they moved to Zingibas on the
coast, where the Sheikh ominously presented Ginny
with an ancient but loaded pistol to keep under her
pillow when Michael was away on tour. A few
months more and the next home was a fort-like
stone house at 4500 ft, in the wilder parts of Yemen,
the Emirate of Dhala. By this time Ginny had
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In the early 2000s the administration of the School, headed by
Chris Marshall, decided to take on someone to reactivate links
with OSs. Christian Lewin and Tamara van Manen, both OSs,
were already employed in communications and, alongside
newcomer Denise Weavers, made up a strong team to take on
the outreach to OSs. Although Denise was not an OS, she did a
splendid job in communicating with them and built up a large
database of names. The three of them produced beautiful and
informative newsletters and organised OS events and reunions.
After Christian and Tamara had left, Denise continued producing
newsletters until 2012. Unfortunately, when Denise, too, left, she
was not replaced by the new admin leadership and
communications with OSs lapsed once again.

The future of this newsletter
The Past, the Present and the Future: how can
Michael Hall best serve its Old Scholars?
By Stephen Sheen and Christian Lewin
Introduction: Since Michael Hall opened its doors in January
1925 to seven children, it has educated many thousands of
students. Many of these have kept in touch with the School and
with one another over those 90-odd years, returning again and
again to events at the School, especially its Midsummer Festival,
to renew old friendships at class reunions, to meet teachers and
to see how the School is now getting on.

The present: In the months leading up to Michael Hall’s 90th
birthday in January 2015, many people felt that it was essential
that this should include OSs. Christian Lewin and Stephen
Sheen had by this time volunteered to head a team to promote
the OSs again. Their first OS newsletter came out in summer
2014 and the second, describing the 90th birthday, appeared in
spring 2015.

This article outlines the relationship of Old Scholars with the
School, in the past and the present, and it also looks ahead to
the future to suggest ways in which this important link between
Old Scholars and their School could be strengthened.
The past: The Streatham years, 1925 to 1939, saw a natural link
of Old Scholars to the School, and they would often return for
festivals and events. As the School was small, though growing
rapidly, the students and teachers all knew one another well.

Christian and Stephen also organised class reunions, a
welcoming table and class photo albums in the Round Room. It
was at this point that they decided to reorganise the class
photos so that there was a single album for each class as it
travelled through the School: this meant that people no longer
had to search through twelve volumes. This task has been
ongoing for the last two years on a weekly basis and the team
has been fortunate in having beautiful albums donated by
Rachel Masters (Class of 1991) and her bookbinding students.
Also several local OSs have given up their Tuesday mornings to
join the team for this task.

When the School moved to Minehead in 1939 for the war years,
it became almost entirely a boarding school, and because of the
war and the distance from London, few, if any, Old Scholar (OS)
reunions took place. However Francis Edmunds did write a
monthly newsletter with School news and articles by other
teachers on Waldorf education; this was sent to parents and
OSs. This was a precious and vital link in those dark years.
With the move to Forest Row and Kidbrooke in 1946, the OSs
began to organise themselves into a proper association, known
as The Michael Hall Old Scholars Association, or MHOSA for
short. It had a committee, which produced a quarterly
newsletter, and they organised a yearly OS weekend at
Kidbrooke at the end of August. Old Scholars were
accommodated in the dormitories at Kidbrooke, which was then
a hostel, as well as in classrooms. Most of the OSs already
knew one another, but it was also a wonderful opportunity for
the younger ones to get to know the older ones.

The OS Newsletter is now in its fourth year, and the editors,
Christian and Stephen, have been assisted, again voluntarily, by
Tony Lewin (Class of 1970), copy editing, and Simon Wrigley,
who does the layout. It has been sent out online by the School,
but not without considerable problems over data protection and,
as a result, it is only reaching a fraction of all the OSs.
Christian and Stephen would like to conclude this section with a
personal note:
In spite of the difficulties and frustrations involving data
protection that the School has been obliged to implement, it has
been a very enjoyable and worthwhile task for us keeping in
touch and making new connections with OSs. However, we now
feel that it is necessary to have a younger team to take on this
work. We also feel that the OS work should return to being the
responsibility of the School and should be funded accordingly:
not only does this work provide goodwill and information about
the School, but it is also a potential source of income in any
future fundraising projects. We are happy to continue for one
further year, producing two more Newsletters, and we are
prepared to give help where needed in an advisory capacity
thereafter. We would also like to thank Julie Ruse and Cecile
Monks from Admin for their help with data protection and getting
the Newsletter out, both online and as hard copies.

Apart from the socialising there were discussion groups with
teachers; tennis and cricket and, on several occasions, a car
rally, which consisted of racing round Sussex, following clues.
There was always a grand dance on the Saturday evening,
which brought everybody together. Two teachers took especial
interest in the OSs: Lucy Denison, who taught languages, and
the retired Captain Field, who lived in the Clock House flat. They
would entertain the OSs after the Midsummer Fire, way into the
night.
MHOSA also set up an OS bursary fund, to which OSs were
encouraged to contribute. The original trustees were Maurice
Collis (Class of 1931), Bob Wills (Class of 1941) and Victor White
(1954), who oversaw the investments and disbursed the money
to OSs who wanted Waldorf education for their children.
However, MHOSA started to lose its appeal as the School grew
and the age gap widened; the bursary fund also began to dry
up, so the School suggested to the sole trustee, who was then
John Neukom (Class of 1945), that the investments be wound
up and the monies put into the School bursary fund.

The future: How can Michael Hall best serve its Old Scholars?
This chapter is still to be written – so if you have any ideas or
suggestions, please send them to the editors at the addresses
given below.

Even though MHOSA was in decline, the OSs still enjoyed
visiting the School for festivals, and there were attempts at
fundraising, notably for the new Hall, that OSs participated in.
By and large, however, the School rather neglected this
important resource.
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Final Comments
Parting shot
As the editors of this Newsletter we continue to
work hard with the School and we are trying to
reach as many Old Scholars as possible. Over the
years we have built up a substantial mailing list of
Old Scholars, but with the advent of latest GDPR
regulations in May we will no longer be able to
maintain our database unless the people on this list
consent in writing for their data to be held by us. So
do please sign and return the consent form opposite
– that way, we’ll be able to keep in touch with you
and keep sending you future editions of this
Newsletter. This really is vital if we want to maintain
the momentum we have established with Old
Scholars. It would be sad indeed if we ended up
losing what we have built up over the years.
This Newsletter is produced independently of
Michael Hall, so any errors or mistakes are the
responsibility of the editors and not the school.
Publication date November 2018.

Shift change
Now some food for thought – and a call to action.
We need new blood to help on the Newsletter with a
view to taking it over. We’ve been doing it for many
years and we aren’t getting any younger! Our plan is
to recruit three or four people to share the workload:
ideally, we would get a range of ages so that as
much as possible of the School’s history was
covered. We thought we could work on the next
issue together and then hand it over. It would be
best if these people could be local.
At the moment those involved are:
•Stephen and Christian who collect the material
and organise the content
•Tony Lewin who copy-edits everything
•Simon Wrigley who does the layout
•Jeronima Garcia (ex-parent), Max Comfort (Class
of 1962), Neil Fearis (Class of 1969) proof readers,
thank you in advance

Old Scholars sign-up
New GDPR regulations mean that the School must
have your permission to retain your personal data
so that we can stay in touch with you. To sign up to
receive the Old Scholars newsletters and
information regarding events and reunions, please
see: http://www.michaelhall.co.uk/opt-in-oldscholars

•Julie Ruse who sends it out on line at MH and
prints out copies.
So, thank you, team, for your hard work

If you gave us your details some time before the
deadline of the 25th of May 2018, the School have
had to delete your data. So, you will need to opt in
again if you wish us to have your details and to stay
in touch with you.

Stephen Sheen – stephenandlibby35@gmail.com
Christian Lewin – christian@tonylewin.com

Christian Lewin (for the MH Old Scholars/Alumni)
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Consent Form for Old Scholars
As you may know, Christian Lewin and Stephen Sheen currently volunteer to act as
editors of the Michael Hall Old Scholars Newsletter.
They are working hard with the School to make sure that they can reach as many Old
Scholars as possible
Under the Data Protection Act 1998 and GDPR May 2018, we require your consent (even
if you have consented already) to collect and store your personal data to facilitate
Christian and Stephen in distributing the newsletter, contacting individual year-groups
with updates on their classes and keeping you informed of any up and coming events.
With this in mind, we would be grateful if you could please complete the permission slip
below or subscribe from the link on the school website, giving us permission to hold your
personal data for this purpose only.
We will not share your data with any third parties, your data will be stored securely on
the school’s network and access is restricted to those who will be sending out
communications on their behalf.
You have the right to retract your consent at any time and can do so through the email’s
you receive from us by clicking on ‘unsubscribe’ at the bottom of the page, in writing to
the admin office at the school or via email to adminoffice@michaelhall.co.uk.
Please send this by post F.A.O. of the Admin Office or email a copy to
adminoffice@michaelhall.co.uk.
Please do not hesitate to let us know if you have any questions in respect of the above.
Otherwise, we are very grateful for your cooperation.
On behalf of Michael Hall School - Please confirm that we have your consent:
To be contacted via email with information from the school regarding the Old Scholars
Newsletter, individual class updates and to be kept informed of any up and coming
events:
Yes I Consent:
Full Name: ____________________________________________________________________
Maiden name (if applicable): ____________________________________________________
Signature: _____________________________________________________________________
Email Address (please write this clearly): ___________________________________________
Years of attendance at the School: ________________________________________________
School Year (the year it would have been if you left in Class 12):

Kidbrooke Park, Priory Road, Forest Row, East Sussex, RH18 5JA
www.michaelhall.co.uk – 01342 822275, Registered Charity Number 307006
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