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I am delighted to be appointed as the first Principal at Michael Hall.  I am looking forward to 
beginning a new chapter the School’s history.

Congratulations to Class 7 and 8 Netball Team on winning their first Netball match against 
Sackville. 

Next Thursday we have a full day of celebrations including Christmas Jumper Day for Classes 6 
and above. £1 for each student wearing something Christmassy, (homemade all the better) and 
the profits are going to be split between Student Council and Crisis. There will be a delicious 
Christmas lunch for the students (for those that have booked) and in the evening, a wonderful gift 
from the teachers to all, The Shepherds’ Play, 7pm in the Theatre. 

A very Christmassy Mansion Market on Saturday 14th December with lovely Puppet Shows and 
please save the date for the Burns Night on Saturday 25th January which is being organised by 
Class 12 parents. 

Paul Farr, Principal

    An announcement from Paul Farr

Congratulations to the Class 7 
and Class 8 Netball Team who 
played their first match last 
Thursday against Sackville. 
They made a very strong start 
and maintained an advantage, 
coming away with a WIN! 
Well done!
Gym Department

Calendars for Sale
Thank you so much for supporting our Eurythmy 
play this weekend and a special thank you to the 
children of Classes 3 who played a fantastic role.
We have produced some beautiful 2020 
calendars, Christmas cards and postcards based 
on current Class 12 students' fine art work and 
photography - see the photos for a sneak peek! 
The calendars also include as many relevant dates 
to the school year as we could find and they will 
be on sale this week and next week in the Can-

teen in the mornings for £12.  They make lovely Christmas presents 
and we only printed a limited number so please be quick to snap 
up these colourful gifts from our wonderful Class 12 students!  We 
wish you a lovely Advent. 
Annabelle Davis, Julie Withers and Sarah Delfas (Class 12 parents)



Cake Stall
Cakes will be available on Fridays from 15:15 
between now and the end of this term at the 
Pick-Up Point. We are also doing a special of-
fer to improve our impact on our dear planet 
Earth, if you  bring your own cup we will enjoy 
giving you a free topping on your hot choco-
late! 
Class 7b Parents

The Shepherds’ Play 

Suitable for Class 3 upwards - FREE no need to book
Kidbrooke Park, Forest Row, East Sussex RH18 5JA - www.michaelhall.co.uk
01342 822275 Registered charity number 307006 

Thursday 12th Dec 19:00 Theatre

T he Shepherds’ Play

Puppet Show
The Elfin Grove' present 'Mary's Journey though the Stars'; a lovely story for 
Advent.
Follow Mary’s magical and colourful path through the stars as she receives 
their gifts for the Christ child.
Hand-crafted silk marionettes with musical accompaniment.
‘Beautiful, magical, enchanting, very special.’
In the Eurythmy Studio, showing at 12:00, 13:30 & 15:00.
Entry £3 single and £10 family (2 children/2 adults), duration is 25 minutes, 
suitable for all.

Cameras needed please
Do you have an old camera that is redundant at home? We could do with a couple of extra cameras 
around the school to capture some of the amazing work that goes on here. Ideally they will have a 
removable SD card and an option to set to automatic for those less familiar with SLR’s. If you do please 
contact Julie Ruse at julie.ruse@michaelhall.co.uk or call 01342 822275
Many thanks, Julie Ruse



Class 11 English Literature students 
have been exploring subversion as an 
aspect of comedy in poetry. Students 
have created their own versions of the 
UA Fanthorpe poem "Not My Best Side" 
which gives voice to the Princess, the 
Dragon and the Knight in the painting 
below.

This is called  Ekphrasis. “Description” in 
Greek. An ekphrastic poem is a vivid 
description of a scene or, more 
commonly, a work of art. Through the 
imaginative act of narrating and 
reflecting on the “action” of a painting 
or sculpture, the poet may amplify and 
expand its meaning.

'The Birth of Venus' 
by Poppy Lewis-Brown 

Jesus Christ! Will she hurry up?
It's not hard to wrap a cloth around a 
person
A woman needs her decency
She can understand this 
And who are they? And why are they 
looking at me in that way?
Can't they see I'm obviously in an 
uncomfortable situation?
In my desperate attempts to salvage 
what little decency I have remaining.
I wish I had more hair, or he, a better 
education.

Is this what it's going to be like?
Will I only be valued for my appearance?
No one asked me if I wanted to be naked 
in this.
I never even got the chance,
To pose in a way that might make 
someone take a second glance
But no,  it had to be this naked mug shot 
with everything on display.
I'll never live this one down.

And on my birthday?
No more secrets here. Great.

And for goodness sake will that feathery 
fool be
So kind as to stop blowing my ass
It's rather cool when you have nothing 
to wear
That pathetic girl under his wing should 
really start to worry
Especially at the rate his breath is 
blowing my hair
After all, it' s me he's staring at, the 
goddess of love and beauty
Next to her, well, she doesn't exactly 
look good compared to me in my nudity.

And why, can someone please explain, 
the hell am I standing on a shell?
Could the gods not find a more 
convenient means of travel?
Or have they not heard of a boat?
This stupid thing rocks like a baby in a 
broken cradle
And that's not exactly helping my 
current situation
I bet they chose it on purpose
To have a laugh
And that's no way to treat a lady,
To display what's only on the surface

I hope you're happy now
As you stand there and stare,
At the lady with the carefully placed hair,
Just in the right way to keep things 
inexplicit
But scarce enough to make you rethink 
it
I bet you think he did a great job
That bloody artist with the dirty brush
He's probably already developed a crush
And you should feel embarrassed,
To represent me in such a way
That sexualises all things beautiful
All it does is make you look delusional
You sick fool
I wonder what your wife will say

Class 11 Literature Poetry 'Moaning Lisa' 
by Bridger Anderberg

This is insulting.
Thee I sit, looking vaguely stined,
An expression of utter dim-wittedness
Upon my face.
I mean, honestly, do I lack 
expressiveness to such a drastic extent?

And also, my hands:
I look to be stroking my garments,
Like some crazed pet that has learned
to stroke itself.
My fingers are sausage-like
and it appears my knuckles have been 
stolen.

I'm so disappointed.
After weeks of sitting for hours,
Watching the old man toil away,
Pretentiously attending to the canvas
And all I have is an ugly portrait 
And a fortunes worth of spinal 
problems?

The one thing he did get right
Is my eyes.
They carry a look of inner beauty,
Like windows into the soul
That can penetrate any surface.
Ah, well. At least no one will see it.

✴ ✴
✴



UPCOMING EVENTS
CONGRATULATIONS

To subscribe to this newsletter please see www.michaelhall.co.uk/friday-flier
Kidbrooke Park, Priory Road, Forest Row, East Sussex, RH18 5JA - Registered charity number 307006

Useful Online Safety 

Safeguarding; we are all responsible

Technology and the internet are part of our 
daily lives. It’s almost impossible for our children 
to avoid coming into contact with the online world. 
From social media apps to messaging services to online 
gaming, it’s important that we, as trusted adults, help 
to protect them from harm. But it’s just as important that 
they too know how to respond to online dangers. Please see our esafety page for full information. 

www.michaelhall.co.uk/esafety

Safeguarding & Wellbeing Resources for Parents & Children

Following the London Bridge incident on Friday 29th November, we have added 
these three links to our Safegaurding & Wellbeing webpage which might be helpful.

Supporting children worried about terrorism (NSPCC) 

How to talk to children about terrorism (The Conversation) 

Age Appropriate Support Guideposts Following a Traumatic Event – Parry and Oldfield

www.michaelhall.co.uk/wellbeing

Safeguarding & Wellbeing Resources

(Tonight) Friday 6th December 2019
Advent Festival of Music

Theatre 19:00

Monday 9th December 2019
Class 11 & 12 Consultation Eve 17:00

Wednesday 11th December 2019
Volunteers Social - Mansion 19:45

Thursday 12th December 2019
Christmas Jumper Day

School Christmas Lunch
Shepherds’ Play - Theatre 19:00

Friday 13th December 2019
Term Ends EY 12:00 LS&US 12:15 

Saturday 14th December 2019
Mansion Market 11:00 - 16:00

Christmas Jumper (hat, scarf) Day 
Thursday 12th December for Classes 6 and up!
Make your own! Get Creative - £1
Profits to be split between Student Council and Crisis.

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE
Saturday 25th 
January 19:30
Class 12 invites you to an 
evening of Scottish food 
and reeling.

Tickets will be on sale in the New Year


