School
Newsletter
Open Morning
Wednesday 12th February 2020.
Please help us to spread the word!
If you came to our Open Morning in
October, please feel free to register again and
see some different lessons.
Please email contact@michaelhall.co.uk
to register.
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Dear all
With mid term almost upon us, and over half the year under our belts, it's a good time
to talk about change. With the early signs of spring starting to appear, the longer days
and signs of life returning to the land, I am keen to harness the new energy certainly
evident in our student body. I am delighted to be able to report that work continues in
preparation for our next Progress Monitoring Inspection and I am confident that some
of the changes and refinements are now providing impact.
I have specifically asked staff to focus upon 'challenge for all' and would expect the
students to feel that they are continuously moving between 'finding the work hard' and
'consolidating their learning'. Work should demonstrate mini cycles of learning, where
work is challenging and feedback leads to improvement or progress. This will be
particularly evident in the new Maths and English exercise books distributed to Classes
3 - 8.
Over the next few weeks we have a number of colleagues and advisors supporting me
in observing learning in the class, we have asked students to feedback on their learning experience and we are conducting a number of 'book trawls' to capture evidence of
the fantastic work students complete in their lessons.
Paul Farr, Principal

We have an exciting weekend of set building
on the horizon and a snowy landscape is
beginning to emerge. As we move off script
our characters' personalities are really
starting to take form.
The tickets are now available in Reception!
Class 12

UPCOMING EVENTS
Monday 10th February 2020
Class 8a & 8b Parents’ Evening 19:00
Careers Evening - Long Room 19:30
Tuesday 11th February 2020
Classes 3a & 3b Parents’ Evening 19:45
Wednesday 12th February 2020
Whole School Open Morning 08:30 - 12:00
Friday 14th February 2020
Half Term ends LS 15:15 US 16:00
Monday 24th February 2020
Term re-starts 08:10
Wednesday 26th February 2020
Class 9 Parents' Evening 19:45 D/Chester
Friday 28th February 2020
Class 12 Play - Theatre - 19:30
Saturday 29th February 2020
Class 12 Play - Theatre - 19:30
Sunday 1st March 2020
Class 12 Play - Theatre - 14:30

Please help with props?

We are looking for some specific items for set and props for Class 12's play, the Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. If you have any
of the following items or something you think is close to our description, and are willing to lend, could you please get in touch with
leanne.mckenzie@michaelhall.co.uk.
1. Good quality head torch: 2. Small Persian rug (2x1m appx): 3. Old fashioned globe: 4. Old fashioned style rocking horse: 5. Toy
wooden aeroplane (bi-plane). Thank you, Class 12.

Invitation from Paul
Farr and the PWG

s

A chance for our whole school community,
including the children, to celebrate what we
What are your dreams for Michael Hall, for now and for the future?
have and build on it together. Come for the
And how can we work together to make them happen?
whole day if you can, but otherwise for
r dr March 7th 10.30am to
e yo
Come to an Open Space
onu
Saturday
arevent
whatever time you can spare. Please note, it is
4.30pm in the Dick
Paul Farr, facilitated by
atChester Studio, hostedebyam
h
the Parents Working
Group.
Michael Hall,
W for
good to be there at the beginning…..
for now and for the future?
WARNING: THIS EVENT MAY BE FUN!
This is a chance for our whole school community, including the
howwhat
canwewe
together
children, And
to celebrate
havework
and build
on it together. Come
How will the day work? How will the day work?
toifmake
happen?
for the whole day
you can,them
but otherwise
for whatever time you can
The day will be run using Open Space
spare. Please note, it is good to be there at the beginning…..
Come to an Open Space event on:
Technology (OST). At the start of the day the
Saturday
7th March
- 10:30
WARNING:
THIS EVENT
MAY BE
FUN! to 16:00
In the Dick Chester Studio
space is opened and all present participate in
Hosted by Paul Farr
co-creating the day’s agenda. You can propose
Facilitated by the Parents Working Group
any topic as a starting point for discussion and
This is a chance for our whole School community,
action. You do not need to be an expert on the
including the children, to celebrate what we have and
build on it together. Come for the whole day if you
topic – it might be question, or anything about
can, but otherwise for whatever time you can spare.
which you feel passionate. Once all the topics
Please note, it is good to be there at the beginning…..
or ‘sessions’ have been called you can then take
WARNING: THIS EVENT MAY BE FUN!
part in any of those discussions, in small groups,
or move between them. This enables
everyone’s voice to be heard. The process
generates free-flowing conversations and
engagements about the things that really
matter to the people in the room. A few
examples of the sessions called at our June
Open Spaces were: “I want some animals in the school like rabbits & guinea pigs” (this one was called by a Class 1
student); “Emotional Care for our staff”; “How to Make our school more Environmentally Friendly.”
Why a whole day? Taking a whole day to work together moves us towards greater depth of discussion and more
tangible actions and outcomes. Come for the whole day if you can, but it is also fine to attend only for a few hours. It is
best to be there at the beginning to understand how the day will work and be part of creating the agenda of ‘sessions’
as described above.
Who can come? Everyone in our school community: teachers, management, trustees, staff, parents, and also children.
Children of any age are welcome to attend with you. There will be a corner with toys and activities, but they are also
encouraged to participate, bringing their questions, dreams and visions too.
Let us know you are planning to come! To give us an indication of numbers please register your interest by telling
reception or emailing pwg@michaelhall.co.uk
Also do join The Hive, the PWG’s community Michael Hall FB page here: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/333955204172665/

Mansion Market

Saturday 14th March 2020
11:00 - 16:00
The Mansion Market returns at last with a
brilliant selection of stalls with something for
everyone. The Puppet Shows will be back to
delight your children, the therapists to dispel
your winter ills, and the Café will be
providing the usual delicious lunch. Do come
and support our lovely, friendly stallholders you will not be disappointed.
Mansion Market Team

Job Opportunities

Cleaner(s) - Part time
We are looking to recruit cleaners to join our
facilities team here at School.
The role is part-time (4 hours per day.
Negotiable, after School hours).
For further information please contact HR
(01342 828256).

Do you have a spare
projector?
Calling all Michael Hall Business Owners we are seeking a new
projector for our Theatre!
Before we go ahead and work on a plan of action to raise funds for a
new projector, we wanted to put a call out and ask if anyone is
upgrading to a newer model and therefore is no longer in need of their
old projector and would be willing to make a donation to our School
Theatre.
Ideally what we would like, in order for maximum output a Projector
with a:
• High Lumen count (preferably over 4000 lumen) - which makes for
a brighter picture
• Large venue projector - makes for larger picture
• Throw distance of 8 - 9.5m (Theprojector mount is approx 9m away
from screen)
• 16:10 ratio
If anyone knows of anyone that can help please get in touch with
Reception, 01342 822275. helen.nash@michaelhall.co.uk.
We would love to hear from you! Many thanks. Helen Nash, Reception.

This week’s Safeguarding Resources
An easy to read Safeguarding Guide for parents - please see our website link below.
www.michaelhall.co.uk/wellbeing

This week’s Wellbeing Resources
The theme of this year’s Children’s Mental Health Week (3rd - 9th Feb) is Find your Brave.
Life often throws challenges our way. Bravery isn’t about coping alone or holding things in. It’s about
finding positive ways to deal with things that might be difficult, overcoming physical and mental
challenges and looking after yourself.
As parents and carers, you play an important role in your child’s mental health.
Please see the Michael Hall website for Top Tips from The Place2be and a YoungMinds link to
thoughts/feelings.
www.michaelhall.co.uk/wellbeing

This week’s Online Safety resources
Facebook is an online social media platform that has over 2 billion users across the globe. It
was
initially for university students but soon expanded out and since 2006, anyone over the age
of 13 is able to join the platform. It is available on all devices from your desktop and laptop
computer to smartphones and tablets. Users can add photos and videos, update their status,
interact with others and catch up with the latest news. Despite requiring users to be over 13,
there are no age verification measures and children can easily create an account. It’s therefore
important that parents familiarise themselves with the main features of the platform to ensure their young ones remain safe if and when they use it.
Please see the Facebook guide on the Michael Hall website.
www.michaelhall.co.uk/esafety

Safeguarding; we are all responsible
To subscribe to this newsletter please see www.michaelhall.co.uk/friday-flier
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