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Dear all
On the back of my two recent HMI Presentations, please find

 information distributed below. 
 On December the 19th we received notification that the DfE require another Action 
Plan following our Progress Monitoring Inspection in November. Our submission date 
was January 19th which was met.
During the next few weeks the DfE, through Ofsted, will assess our plan and all being 
well agree it. The Action Plan has a completion date of March 19th and thereafter the 
window for another PMI opens – I would expect them to keep to their deadlines 
following the mishandling of the last report.
One of the key findings of the PMI in November was that whilst the systems, processes 
and policies were fit for purpose, the time needed to be able to demonstrate impact had not been sufficient. 
I am keen to learn from this and have met with a key group of staff (The Teaching and Learning Group) over 
the course of two days to establish a week by week plan for the coming 8 weeks.
My office has become a hub for the project of ensuring that the Action Plan comes to fruition and I have 
included an example below.
There are approximately 30 A3 sheets describing an eight-week journey – which are added to every time the 
group meet. I will report progress on this plan, in person, through email and the Friday Flier. For the purpose 
of ensuring the next PMI visit meets the unmet Independent School Standards – we are focussing on – rig-
our in Maths (numeracy) and English (literacy), parity in parallel classes, challenge for all and evidencing the 
progress journey.
I wish everyone a happy and relaxing half term. 

Paul Farr, Principal
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FRIDAY 28th February - 19:30
SATURDAY 29th February - 19:30

Sunday 1st March - 14:30
Michael Hall Theatre

TICKETS £6 FROM RECEPTION

This amateur production of “The Lion, the 
Witch and the Wardrobe (Mitchell)” is 
presented by special arrangement with 
SAMUEL FRENCH LTD a Concord 
Theatricals Company. 

  
the

 Wardrobe (Mitchell)  
 Th

e Lio
n, the Witch and "THERE COULD BE OTHER WORLDS"

Narnia is beginning to take shape as the students are en-
gaging with their characters, the set is being painted, the 
music is resonating, costumes tried on, props being made.
A whole team of people is working behind the scenes to 
support Class 12 bring to life C.S. Lewis' wonderful story 
that has enchanted so many for years. 
Tickets are on sale in Reception and we look forward to 
welcoming the Michael Hall community with warmth and 
anticipation.
Virginia Westlake (Director)

Class 9 
Black & White Drawing

Using charcoal, ink and pencil



CONGRATULATIONS

Invitation from Paul Farr 
and the PWG
At our Open Space gathering on March 7th you can call 
a session about anything and everything that concerns 
you! 
Here are some examples of topics you could put on the 
agenda for discussion and action, just to give you an 
idea of the breadth of what we can work on together:
• Wider use of the School grounds
• Mobile Phones?!
• Entertainment: choice of movies, music, games? 
• Fear of Climate change and how to respond
• Single parents
• Supporting gender diversity in our children
• Anthroposophy
What do you care about? Dream about? What do you 
want to work on together?
We look forward to seeing you on March 7th….
There have been some glitches with the PWG email 
address so if you want to get in touch with any ques-
tions and/ or to let us know if you intend to come 
please go via Reception, or go to our community 
Facebook page, The Michael Hall Hive: https://www.
facebook.com/groups/333955204172665/ - Thank you, 
from The PWG team

What are your dreams for Michael Hall, for now and for the future? 
And how can we work together to make them happen?

Come to an Open Space event on Saturday March 7th 10.30am to 
4.30pm in the Dick Chester Studio, hosted by Paul Farr, facilitated by 
the Parents Working Group.

This is a chance for our whole school community, including the 
children, to celebrate what we have and build on it together. Come 
for the whole day if you can, but otherwise for whatever time you can 
spare. Please note, it is good to be there at the beginning…..

WARNING: THIS EVENT MAY BE FUN!

for Michael Hall, 
for now and for the future? 

And how can we work together 
to make them happen?

Come to an Open Space event on: 
Saturday 7th March - 10:30 to 16:00

In the Dick Chester Studio 
Hosted by Paul Farr

Facilitated by the Parents Working Group

This is a chance for our whole School community, 
including the children, to celebrate what we have and 

build on it together. Come for the whole day if you 
can, but otherwise for whatever time you can spare. 
Please note, it is good to be there at the beginning…..

WARNING: THIS EVENT MAY BE FUN!

What are your dreams

Lower School Clubs                                      
15:15 to 16:10 

Upper School Clubs                   
16:15 to 17:30

Girls Netball (Classes 6, 7 & 8)

Boys Basketball (Classes 6, 7 & 8)

After School Gym Clubs - Spring Term 2020

Monday

Tuesday

_____

_____Friday Girls  Basketball (Classes 7 & 8)

Boys Basketball

 Volleyball Racket Sports (Classes 6, 7 & 8)

Thursday

Wednesday

Please note a change to the Gym Clubs for next half term. 
The Gym Department

UPCOMING EVENTS
Today 14th February 2020

Half Term ends LS 15:15 US 16:00

Monday 24th February 2020
Term re-starts 08:10

Wednesday 26th February 2020
Class 9 Parents' Evening 19:45 D/Chester

Friday 28th February 2020
Class 12 Play - Theatre - 19:30

Saturday 29th February 2020
Class 12 Play - Theatre - 19:30

Sunday 1st March 2020
Class 12 Play - Theatre - 14:30

New Website for Michael Hall - We are excited to announce the launch of our new website; this is 
something that has been in the works for years and was prioritised in the last few months and is now complete.
This redesign is a recognition that we need to be clearer about who we are and what we represent with our education. It 
will be an important part of being able to tell our own story about Waldorf education, the school and attract many more 
families to join us at Michael Hall. We hope this, as well as our social media channels, will give you more to share with 
your friends and communities about the bold choice you have made to have your children educated at Michael Hall and 
being part of this community.
It has been a big team effort, working with teachers, students and parent input. A big thanks to the drive and leadership 
throughout the project from Henry Howlett and Julie Ruse, the early design work of Mark Fielding, Stuart Purdy and 
Thackery Davis, and then the writing and editing from Rachel Ford-Blanchard, Simon Grimshaw, Julian Rolton and Maria 
Lucas. We even had a recent Old Scholar doing some of the copy editing for us last year. Steve King has played a 
sherpa (Mercury) role throughout the project and pulled in specialist skills of design and tech when needed.
As you dig into the site you will notice two things immediately, that the target audience of focus is ‘New to Waldorf edu-
cation’ or ’New to the School' and that we have started from scratch rather than redesigning or refitting the old website. 
You might also enjoy some of the upgrades in terms of functionality including the Calendar as well as the start of a rich 
section of Articles and News (always looking for contributions!). We hope this will be one of the many ways to increase 
communication and clarity of what the school is doing and who does what. Coming soon will be a list of all the staff with 
their photos, bios and contact details!
We are always open to ideas on how to improve, so please do share your thoughts with us at hello@michaelhall.co.uk as 
well as do share far and wide as we make a real push to welcome more families this Autumn. We look forward to 
hearing stories about the families that we can welcome together to the School community.
Paul Farr, Principal



Mansion Market
Saturday 14th March 2020 - 11:00 - 16:00
The Mansion Market returns at last with a brilliant selection of stalls with something 
for everyone. The Puppet Shows will be back to delight your children, the therapists 
to dispel your winter ills, and the Café will be providing the usual delicious lunch. Do 
come and support our lovely, friendly stallholders - you will not be disappointed.
Mansion Market Team

Fee Assistance 2020 -2021
The fee assistance process for the academic year 2020 - 2021 will open shortly.
If you wish to apply for fee assistance for the 2020 – 2021 school year, you must meet the following deadlines:
1. Respond to the accounts office (accounts@michaelhall.co.uk) by Friday 28th February 2020 to say whether you will 
be applying for fee assistance and 2. Return your full application with supporting evidence by Friday 29th March 2020
The school has a limited budget for fee assistance for 2020 – 21 and priority will go to those families who meet these 
deadlines. We will be making fee assistance offers in bulk this year, hopefully at the end of May/beginning of June due 
to the capped limit and any forms not received by the deadline with ALL of the supporting documentation will not be 
considered.  We cannot guarantee to offer any fee assistance to families who fail to do so, regardless of your financial 
circumstances. Please also note that your fee assistance application will NOT be considered if payment of this year’s 
School fees are not up to date or an agreed payment plan is in place. 
Karen Whiley, Bursar

Class 12 Art
This is a sneak preview of 
the Class 12 coursework final 
pieces. They have all been 
working on visually developing 
their ideas since Easter and 
exploring relevant artists and 
context. The topics they have 
explored include: Migration; 
Pollution; Light and Human 
Population; Architectural 
Spaces, and the Fragility of 
the human in relation to the 
decaying environment.
Jo West, Art Teacher
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This week’s Online Safety resources

Safeguarding; we are all responsible

The best parental-control apps for smartphones can help you track your kids, see with whom they're 
communicating, block them from viewing objectionable or dangerous websites, and even help kids understand 
limits while preventing them from seeing adult content or chatting with inappropriate people. The following links 
can be found on the Michael Hall website.

Parental Controls (Internet Matters)

The Best Parental Control Software for 2019

Best parental control apps for Android and iPhone 2020

www.michaelhall.co.uk/esafety

The Association for Child and Adolescent Mental Health (ACAMH) has a very useful website. One of the topics they 
address is attachment.

Attachment is a universal system that all infants have the capacity to develop as soon as they are born. Its purpose is to 
keep the infant safe by signalling to the parent when they need them to address one of their needs. The kinds of 
behavioural signals that you might expect to see when an infant’s attachment system is activated are: crying, calling for, 
reaching out to or crawling towards their carer. Children can have attachment relationships with more than one 
caregiver.

Assessing attachment
Attachment in infancy
Attachment in childhood
Attachment in adolescence
Useful organisations and resources

A useful resource can be found on the Michael Hall website: https://www.acamh.org/topic/attachment/
www.michaelhall.co.uk/wellbeing

This week’s Wellbeing Resources

Safeguarding for Voluntary Organisations (The National Council for Voluntary Organisations)
The NCVO have created a number of 'KnowHow pages' which outline simple steps that voluntary organisations in 
England can take to ensure that they are run in a way that actively prevents staff, volunteers and everyone they come 
into contact with from suffering harm, harassment, bullying, abuse and neglect.

The website is very thorough and case studies cover all kinds of organisations from village halls, mobile book buses, 
house clearance charities and pensioners' clubs.

If you are a third-sector organisation or charity, or if you work with one, this NCVO KnowHow website will help keep 
your staff and users safe whether they are children or vulnerable adults.

The following link can be found on the Michael Hall website: https://knowhow.ncvo.org.uk/safeguarding

www.michaelhall.co.uk/wellbeing

This week’s Safeguarding Resources 


