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Dear Alumni

Michaelmas and the celebration of
Michael Hall’s 90th birthday

Welcome to our Summer Newsletter.
Since our last newsletter, Michael Hall has
been celebrating its 90th year.
The year started on Michaelmas day with the
students planting 1000 daffodil bulbs donated
by Alumni. On November 23rd we had the
book launch of Joy Mansfield’s History of
Michael Hall “A Good School”. Then on
January 20th, the school celebrated its 90th
birthday.
The next event will be the Midsummer
Festival on June 20th. We hope many of you
will be able to join us. Several reunions are
planned, but we would need to know by early
June if your class would like to hold one so
we can make sure you are welcomed and
have a room to relax in.

Waldorf education celebrates certain special days of
the year, but September 2014 was even more special
than usual. As we approached Michaelmas – a time
that asks us to make rigorous preparation and find a
balance for that which is dying and dark, on behalf of
the school and its community — we were able to
thank a lovely group of Alumni who had donated a
thousand daﬀodil bulbs. Every pupil on that sunny
September day participated in planting those bulbs
and, sure enough, when Spring finally arrived the
ranks of beautiful yellow trumpets decorated the haha in front of the Mansion.
We began the oﬃcial celebrations of our 90th birthday
on January 20th. We are the longest running Steiner
Waldorf School in the English speaking world, having
started our life in Streatham, London, in 1925. During
the Second War the entire school was evacuated to
Minehead in Somerset, after which it moved to its
present home at Kidbrooke Park, Forest Row.

Included in this issue:
• The school’s 90th Birthday
• Preview of The Midsummer Festival
• Class photos reorganised
• Review of “A Good School”
• Extracts from the Friday Flier
• Fundraising projects
• Teacher training at Michael Hall
• Class of ’59 Reunion
• What are Alumni doing now?
• Appreciations of Alumni and Teachers who
have died this year

Teachers, children and parents celebrated by letting
oﬀ 500 balloons (biodegradeable of course), each
with a tag containing the children’s message for their
School. Each child’s balloon soared high with a
personal message destined to travel far and wide,
with the finder of the one that travels furthest winning
a prize. One balloon reached as far as Oesterhout,
Southern Netherlands.
In addition, the celebrations that day included a verse
written especially for the occasion, a song, and the
planting of an Oak tree with the wishes of all the
School community contained deep within its roots.
And finally, amid much excitement, everyone tucked
in to an enormous cake in the shape of the tree they
had just planted!

The Midsummer Festival
June 20th 2015
The outdoor stage
It is with immense delight that I hear our beloved
outdoor stage is being repaired! Hurrah! This could
not come at a better moment for our 90th anniversary!
Furthermore, the play this year is ‘A Midsummer
Night’s Dream’, done by Class 10! How many times
does this play echo in our hearts?

An invitation for the festival will come to you from the
school as soon as everything has been confirmed.
We will be having all the usual events such as the
exhibition of students' work, the pageant with the
theme of ‘Celebration’, followed by a musical setting
of the Owl and the Pussy Cat performed by the
middle school; there will be wonderful teas on the
terrace, side shows and an organised walk around the
grounds to show the recent work done in the Class 9
projects.
We are organising a simple pre-booked supper for
those who would like to stay for the play and the fire.
We will have an Alumni stall where a surprise will be
waiting for you.

Cricket Match & Cream Teas
Dear Parents, Alumni, Pupils and Friends of Michael
Hall School

June 1991
I have so many ideas! First of all we must secure that
the stage is really ready: I was told we need £5000
and some people have already expressed willingness
to help, but dear friends this is the rallying call!
I would also love to hear from all old scholars who
performed in ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’, as I
would love to costume them and involve them on the
day, even if only heckling me at the opening …
What fun could we have! I would love to hear your
suggestions? It is going to be a very special day of
celebrations.
I cannot wait to hear from you, and please support us
in making sure that our open air stage is definitely at
the heart of our celebrations.
Much love to all.
Daniele Gaillemin…teaching here for the past 40
years. xxx

The Midsummer Festival Play
The performance of A Midsummer Night’s Dream will
start between 7.30 and 8pm. We will confirm the time
once we know.There will not be a second
performance on the Sunday this year.

As it’s our 90th year and part of an extended
Midsummer Festival programme, I thought it would be
wonderful to revisit the good old days and hold a
cricket match in front of the Mansion. We are opening
the grounds for families to come and relax with a
picnic, whilst staﬀ, current parents and scholars go
head to head with Alumni. Quintessentially
complimentary Cream Teas will be served throughout
the day and an organised nature trail will be available
for those wanting to take a stroll around the grounds.
So dust down your whites, gather your old friends,
pray for sun and register your interest to play by
emailing: Joelle.Chantler@Michaelhall.co.uk.

Reorganising the Class Photos.

Book Review

Over the last few weeks, a group of Alumni has been
reorganising the school’s library of class photo
albums so that each album now follows an individual
class right through the school. Previously the pictures
had been grouped by calendar year, which meant
people had to look through 12 albums: now, you can
go straight to the one correct album!

Joy Mansfield (ex Michael Hall teacher
and parent)
“A Good School”, a history of Michael Hall’s first 90
years.

We will have a photo copier available at the
Midsummer Festival, so if you would like a copy of a
particular picture we can make one for a small fee.

Sunday 23rd November was a spectacularly miserable
day, teeming with rain and cold. But it would have
taken more than dismal weather to deter a diverse
group of Old Scholars, parents and students who
gathered in the Long Room and theatre to celebrate
the publication of A Good School, a history of Michael
Hall’s first 90 years.

Unfortunately, in the process of doing the sorting we
found that quite a number of photos are missing —
and even a few whole albums. We are hoping — with
your help — to track down copies of the missing
ones.

The following six albums are missing: 1985,
1986, 1989, 1990, 1995 and 2000!

Joy Mansfield’s book has been a long labour of love.
The first draft was completed as long ago as 1974,
telling the remarkable story of the pioneering teachers
and parents who founded the English speaking
world’s first Waldorf school in Streatham in 1925, their
move to Minehead during the Second World War and
arrival in Kidbrooke Park in 1946.
An afternoon of music, reminiscences and tea brought
together people with first-hand experience of all three
phases of Michael Hall’s existence, providing a
wonderful insight for us relative newcomers into the
dedication and determination of those who carried
our school through the many challenges – financial,
social and pedagogical – of its formative years.
Bob Wills carried his 91 years lightly as he
remembered the contrast between his unhappy early
school years and the care and warmth he
experienced in Streatham. Laurence Harwood picked
up the story with evacuation to Somerset and the
novelty of long walks and bicycle rides into the
Somerset countryside and the glamour of gumdistributing American GIs. Angela Locher described
the move to Sussex after the war and the
establishment of the school we know today.
A Good School is a reference to Rudolf Steiner’s
guidance to the founding teachers. He exhorted them
to make a “good school that must not fail”. Stephen

Sheen, who with the late Brien Masters and
photographer Michael Cockerham brought the story
up to date and created a beautiful book, rightly
concludes that both Steiner’s aims have been
achieved. In the introduction he says: “Michael Hall
has a life and destiny which will continue into the
future and its history is far from over”.
He added: “It behoves everyone connected with the
school and its impulse, both now and in the future, to
be aware of its past and to acknowledge the amazing
work and sacrifice that the founding teachers and
parents, together with all who followed, have made to
this unique enterprise.”
Thanks to their hard work in creating this fascinating
history, the memories of the people who gathered that
rainy day in November have been captured for all of
us to share.

News items from the Friday Flier
October 10th 2015

Outdoor learning in Steiner Waldorf
schools
Since 1919, Steiner schools have developed across
the globe and outdoor learning is one of their
fundamental principles and education tools. Here,
Simon Gillman explains more about the Steiner
process in relation to outdoor experiences, which can
be adapted for any school setting.

Tom Stevenson - Parent
A Good School is available from the school oﬃce for
£20, or £25 including post and packing.

Recent books by authors connected
with Michael Hall
Tony Elder
"It's Been an Education”. Parents of former
students (1999-2010, which are the years I taught Alevel History at Michael Hall) may like to know that I
have just written my autobiography, "It's Been an
Education", in which I write about my life as a teacher
(and athletics coach), including my time at Michael
Hall.
Available from Amazon (paperback and e-book) and
Waterstones.

Tony Lewin (Class of 1970) Journalist and
author.
“London’s New Routemaster”, with a forward by
Thomas Heatherwick (also an ex-Waldorf pupil). The
surprisingly fascinating story of the stylish new
London bus — an icon in the making. Published 2014.
Available from merrellpublishers.com, Amazon and
bookshops

Winslow Eliot (Class of1974)
“What would you do if there was nothing you had
to do”. Winslow works as a metaphysical practitioner
at Canyon Ranch Spa\ health resort. Also teaches at
Berkshire Waldorf school
Website http:// winsloweliot.com
Any more authors out there? Please let us know.

“I have to admit that I am a very fortunate teacher! My
main responsibilities are teaching gardening and
woodland management to 11 to14 year-olds, and my
school is in the incredibly lucky situation of having an
estate of 69 acres of heritage parkland. I am deeply
aware of being in a very privileged situation and the
responsibilities it brings in using the parkland for the
best educational purposes. However, practical and
outdoor learning are essential features of any Steiner
Waldorf school and are integrated and integral parts
of pupils’ education – whether one has a large park or
a small city school. I shall briefly outline why this is so.
The first school inspired by Rudolf Steiner opened in
Stuttgart in 1919. In the intensive training given to the
teachers before the opening of the school, Steiner
outlined a comprehensive view of child development
which sought to integrate the physical, psychological
and spiritual (Rudolf Steiner, quoted in Rawson et al.,
2003).
This underpins both the teaching methods and the
curriculum, which are cultural processes that seek to
support child development by providing ageappropriate learning challenges and tasks...
Read the full article here! www.michaelhall.co.uk/outdoor-learning
Simon Gillman - Teacher

May 8th 2015

Continuing Success….
It has come to our attention that Ksenia Reimchen
has been oﬀered a place in the Junior Department of
the Guildhall School of Music and Drama for
September, and we send her our warmest
congratulations!
The Music Department

February 6th 2015

Exhibition - Seeing and Experiencing
After forty-three years of teaching Art and Art History
in the Upper School at Michael Hall, retirement has
given me the space and time to continue my own
development as a painter. Over the past few years,
my life has been spent between Forest Row and the
South of France. France provides me with the space
and opportunity to produce works on a large scale,

Finally, all forms of art require a public, and I am glad
many of you found the time to come and view the
new paintings. Greetings to you all,
Ted Roberts - Teacher

April 24th 2015

Lovely Comments!
It’s always nice to hear such wonderful comments
from visitors to our school.
“The power of Michael Hall is astounding, and it
shows in the hearts and minds of your students. I
have never heard such well framed and well formed
questions or known such a mature group. They had a
real sense of responsibility for themselves and
actually for each other, which is quite rare. I believe if
you asked your students and parents to form an Esafety group they would be a showcase for
excellence.
The sense of family at Michael Hall school is tangible
to visitors. This is an establishment that is the epitome
of “child centred”. Many schools say this, Michael
Hall IS this.”
Chris Whitelaw, E-safety East Sussex Safeguarding
“This school is a beacon of professionalism among
UK Steiner schools and the children who emerge are
confident, articulate, international, open-minded and
grounded, lucky them!”
Good Schools Guide 2014

April 24th 2015

Class 12 conference
Class 12 participated in a new Connect Class 12
conference in Liège, Belgium, this year. It had around
300 participants and was run by a team of ex-Waldorf
pupils in a Waldorf School in Liège. The participants
came from South America, Canada, Romania,
Netherlands, USA, Slovenia, Hungary and it was a
wonderful opportunity for all of the students to
‘connect’ with each other, learn about new cultures
and languages and exchange ideas.

whereas in Forest Row the paintings tend towards
subjects on a smaller scale and are usually more
introspective.
The language of colour has always been central to my
teaching – also to my own work. This exhibition
[22nd-23rd Feb], as always, represents recent work as
well as a few older pieces.
I have exhibited for a great number of years at
Michael Hall and have donated a percentage of the
sales to the School’s fund-raising coﬀers, which will
continue, of course.

The students were also encouraged to bring their own
initiatives, and it was an inspiration to see our future
generation talking with such passion, energy and
empathy on issues that faced the world and their
future. The morning lectures looked at the world food
problem and global warming, the question of a basic
wage for all and the value accorded (or not accorded)
to certain types of work and how this might be
changed, the refugee problem and other key issues all
of which resulted in long debates and discussions.
Workshops further inspired the students in drama,
music, crafts, politics, philosophy, creative writing and
more and the evening entertainments included a

youth orchestra from the Baltic and eurythmy from
Brazil.
The night café that ran from 10 to 12pm each evening
had a fantastic line-up of bands and musicians to
dance and listen to and gave the students the
opportunity to experience each other in this setting
with no alcohol. This provoked much interest and
discussion from participants and the bands who all
experienced a mood and engagement at a completely
diﬀerent level.

May 15th 2015

The Garden – volunteers, pigs and
the future
We are beginning some exciting discussions
regarding our Garden and how we move forward to a
sustainable future that makes the best use of this
wonderful facility. More of this process in the Flier
very soon.

All in all, the Conference was a great experience for
Class 12 students and opened them even more to the
world beyond School and the questions that they will
face.
Jo Reeves - Class Guardian

April 24th 2015

Music Success!
With so many musically talented pupils and students
in our school, it is hardly surprising that many of them
achieve remarkable success outside of school. Over
the last months, we have heard of many outstanding
concert performances, of numerous children
succeeding in music exams and a number becoming
members of the East Sussex Youth Orchestra.
We would like to send our warmest congratulations to
all those who have reaped the benefit of their hard
work in whatever form and hope that you will join us
in celebrating the achievements of both Lennox Smith
(Class 11) and George Delfas (Class 9) in earning
Distinctions at Grade 8; of Daphne Delfas (Class 7) in
being chosen to lead the National Children’s Chamber
Orchestra and of Felix Rosenboom (Class 7) being
oﬀered a place in the Junior Department of the
Guildhall School of Music and Drama for September.
We are always keen to hear what the children are up
to and in the meantime send a hearty ‘Well Done’ to
you all!
The Music Department.

April 24th 2015

A-Level Student Composition
Music A-level is a many-faceted course that includes
writing a composition to a given title. This year,
Lennox Smith (Class 11) has written a piece for his AS
exam titled ‘The River’s Journey’, which takes the
listener on a journey from the source to the sea.
It seemed a shame that outside of the Music
Department the piece would only be heard by the
examiner, so please listen to the finished score on our
website blog or our Facebook page.
The Music Department

Tablehurst Farm have become more connected with
the School and its garden and have been harvesting
some of the produce for sale. We have reached an
arrangement with them whereby they will begin to
supply bio-dynamic vegetables for the School
lunches in part exchange for harvesting some or all of
our garden produce.
This agreement is under discussion and development
and both the School and Tablehurst are keen to
develop our connections. We already have their
animals grazing our land at various times of the year,
so our relationship is already quite strong. We also
have given a short-term home to some of Tablehurst
piglets, which has been a wonderful addition to our
gardening and outdoor programme. It is very much
hoped that this arrangement will continue – maybe
with some chickens!
We also have a new gardener in place, Laurie, for a
fixed-term period pending our discussions and
consultations on the future development of our
garden. Please welcome him and, if possible, oﬀer
your support with some weeding, digging, tidying - I
know he would be very grateful for any help that can
be oﬀered as this is a very busy time of the year in the
garden.
Thank you for your care and please do volunteer if
you are able.
Jo Reeves - College Chair

Fundraising with purpose, on
purpose
In the recent past, fundraising at Michael Hall has
become somewhat confusing to those on the outside.
So I have developed a very practical and grounded
approach — I believe that having a clear aim and
purpose is incredibly important for the school as well
as for all our generous fundraisers.

After much discussion we have decided to focus on
specific projects of diﬀerent sizes and across diﬀerent
areas of the school. To this end we have set three
initial projects we would like to concentrate on this
year:-

• The outdoor stage - initially we would like to raise
£5000 in order to be able to use the stage for the
midsummer play this year
• A new pottery wheel - £1000

For all those involved in raising and giving money it is
much more satisfying to raise funds for a specific
purpose and even more satisfying to know when the
target has been achieved.

• Curtains for the theatre: thanks to fundraising and a
generous donation, I am delighted to announce we
have reached our target and the curtains have
already been ordered!
We will keep you updated with our fundraising news.
If there is a project you are particularly interested in,
we would love to hear from you!
Davina Skinner - Resources Manager

The Heart of Teaching

Class of ’59 reunion 2014

One of the challenges that faces all Steiner Waldorf
Schools and Academies in the U.K. currently is the
shortage of well-trained teachers!

A large group from our class — the class of ’59 —
meets every two years. Could be anywhere in this
country and was often in other countries where our
class mates were based. (Before we became
pensioners!)

The Heart of Teaching is a pioneering programme that
oﬀers a full-time teacher training at the heart of our
school, in the classrooms.
This rigorous and exciting programme requires a twoyear, full-time commitment from students, with much
of the course made up of time spent in classrooms
either observing or undertaking teaching practice. The
remainder of the weekly timetable is made up of
Music, Painting, Eurythmy, Speech, Land Work,
Curriculum Studies, Child Development, Classroom
Management and the study of Rudolf Steiner’s
pedagogical writings and lectures.
Our teachers enjoy hosting students in their classes.
Children and teachers alike benefit from the wide
range of skills, experience and enthusiasm that our
student teachers bring, and our pupils experience and
benefit from adults working together and learning
from each other.

This year it was in the inspiring seaside town of
Southwold. We took over a whole hotel for five days.
We talked non-stop late into the night, ate and drank
with great gusto and explored the town and
surroundings. We always take time to talk about those
we have lost: this is so special as you build a strong
picture of each person with your diﬀerent memories.
We have a class fund to help those who may not have
the funds to come, and we keep in touch regularly via
a group email. This has been very supportive.

We are currently appealing widely for interest in and
support for this initiative as we need to be in a
position to oﬀer modest grants to both first- and
second-year student teachers. We are appealing to
parents and friends of the school and the education,
to help us provide these grants by making a donation
or by sponsoring a student teacher during their
training.
We want it to be an initiative to benefit many, many
children now and in the future, as well as one that
helps to ensure the growth and development of
Steiner Waldorf Education.
Sarah Wilson - Course Co-Leader
May 2015

Our next reunion will be near Stratford and we might
— apart from seeing a play — read together “The
Merchant of Venice”, our Class 8 play. As Portia, I can
still remember some of my lines even if I forget what is
on my shopping list!
Christian Lewin (Taylor) - Class of 1959
So, is there anyone else out there who has a class
reunion experience to share?

Herbert Martin Askew

An appreciation of Georg Locher

(October, 1919-November, 2014)

(1934 - 2014)
Georg will be remembered by many Alumni who were
taught by him at Michael Hall, not only as a Class
Teacher, but also as a teacher of Art, German and
Religion. He was also a fine cellist and taught cello to
many students.
Georg first came to Michael Hall in 1950 from the
Zurich Waldorf School, when he joined Class 11,
boarding at Kidbrooke Hostel, which was run at that
time by Francis and Elizabeth Edmunds. On his
return to Switzerland he studied the cello and became
a professional cellist, touring in Germany and
Switzerland with a youth orchestra.
At the age of 24, wishing to serve Anthroposophy in a
practical way, he joined the Michael Hall Teacher
Training course and, in 1960, joined the staﬀ of the
school. It was at this time that he married Angela
Edmunds and they began to raise their five children.

Martin Askew’s long life began in Preston, Lancashire,
just a month after the first Waldorf School had opened
its doors in Stuttgart. After some very unhappy school
experiences at a London Grammar School, he was
able to enter Michael Hall’s Upper School in
Streatham. Martin always spoke with great
appreciation and gratitude about the teachers and his
experiences there. He had a gift for languages and
perfected his German skills during a Class 11 student
exchange to Stuttgart. Because of the very positive
connection he had made with his host family, when
war with Germany broke out Martin initially signed up
as a conscientious objector. After the war, Martin’s
fluent German enabled him to do liaison work in
Germany for eight years during the de-Nazification
period. He also sent his two daughters to the Waldorf
schools in Hannover and Hamburg, although it was
unusual for an English person to do so after the war.

Georg taught at the school for the next 25 years but
in the later years he split his time, also teaching the
Education course at Emerson College. In 1985 he
resigned from Michael Hall and took on this task full
time. He combined this with advising Waldorf Schools
not only in the UK and the USA, but in many other
countries as well.
Georg Locher died on December 15th 2014, after a
short illness. He had suﬀered a slight stroke in 2011,
which prevented him from continuing his yearly
summer work at Antioch University Teacher Training in
New Hampshire, and also his advisory work.

!

In 1955, Martin and his wife, Peggy, settled in East
Grinstead. From there he commuted daily to London
where he worked for MI5 for over two decades. He
endured so much commuting to enable all three of his
children, Jonathan, Bridget and Karen, to also attend
Michael Hall and for him to resume his connection
with the school as an active parent.
After his retirement, Martin served on the Michael Hall
Council, including as Chairman for a while. He also
served on the board of the Mercury Bank and, until
recently, the Hermes Trust. He was an active member
of the Christian Community for much of his life, both
with Peggy, and later, after Peggy’s death in 1993,
with his companion Rose Schneider. After a long
illness, having just turned 95, he died peacefully at
home.
Karen Gierlach (daughter), Class of 1961

One of his lasting legacies was his founding work with
the Centre for Anthroposophy at Keene, NH, an
undertaking that was near to his heart and for which
he will greatly missed.
In the last two years he was still able to turn his
attention to enriching the cultural life of the local
Anthroposophical Society, by helping to organise the
seasonal festivals.
Angela Locher - Class of 1957

An appreciation of Jon Godber
(1942–2014)

When it became clear that the school would have to
close, Ursula accepted a Class 1 position at Michael
Hall and they moved to Forest Row in 2013. Jon
renewed his old connections and actively found new
ones. He took on the role of St. Nicholas for the
school and played the Blue King with great dignity in
the Kings Play that year. His health deteriorated later
and, just before Easter, while he was in hospital, he
suﬀered a massive stroke and died eleven days later
in Holy Week.
Ursula Godber and Stephen Sheen

Alistair Smith
(1952 - 2015)

Jon Godber, who died in April 2014, will be
remembered with great aﬀection by the students he
taught in his two classes at Michael Hall, from 1972 to
1989. He also taught religion and took the Sunday
services. He will also be remembered for his fine
bass voice and for his drama work, not only with his
classes but also in the Christmas plays and the
operas he produced with Rhyl. A highlight was his
performance of Noah in Benjamin Britten’s Noyes
Fludde that the staﬀ and children put on in 1982.
From an early age Jon had a strong social awareness
and after school and Oxford University, where his
singing and acting talents were well recognised, he
decided to study Opera — his ambition was to
become the loudest bass in the world!
The Russians invaded Prague in 1968, and to draw
attention on the anniversary Jon demonstrated with a
friend by throwing a brick through the Russian
Intourist Travel Agency in Oxford Street and was
locked up for the night. This event was a profound
experience for Jon and he realised that singing was
not his path and so began his search. This led him to
the Camphill Community at Botton Village and then to
Emerson College. Here he married Rhyl Edmunds and
soon after started his teaching career at Michael Hall.
Their son Thomas was born a few years later.
In 1989 Jon left Michael Hall and spent some time in
Germany and New Zealand, returning to teach at the
Hereford Waldorf School. His marriage to Rhyl had
ended and he met Ursula Martin at a teacher’s
conference and they were married in 2001. Shortly
before his 60th birthday their daughter Mairead was
born. The following year they returned to Mourne
Grange Camphill Community where they both taught
in the little school.

It is with great sadness that I have to inform you that
Alistair Smith passed away on Wednesday morning
(18th March 2015). He arrived at work that morning
and shortly thereafter felt ill and Clea, a member of
our administrative team, took him home and was with
him when he died. Alistair was a much valued
contributor to almost all of the plays and other
productions that took place in the School. He worked
tirelessly and with great professional skill and
commitment in all that he did. He also taught Theatre
studies in the Upper School, training, guiding and
supporting the students as well as playing the piano
for some Eurythmy classes.
Alistair will be much missed both as a warm, kind and
generous colleague and friend and as someone who
brought extensive experience, expertise and skill to
our production team and to the School as a whole.
Our love and thoughts go to Alistair’s family at this
time
Jo Reeves - College chair

What Alumni are doing now
We are starting to collect information about what
Michael Hall Alumni are doing now -- and what better
way to start the ball rolling than on home turf here in
Forest Row, where many have returned bringing a
wealth of experience.
• Right now (May 2015) there is a top-class theatre
production running in Forest Row, featuring a
current student, seven Michael Hall Alumni and one
ex-teacher. Festen, by David Eldridge, is a
Barebones production – see right – and has been
attracting rave reviews.
• The Hop Yard, the building complex in the centre of
the village that used to be the Dickson & Church
grain store, is a microbrewery, bar and pub run by
ex-MH students and their partners

• Five local building firms are run by MH Alumni
• No fewer than 15 Alumni have returned to MH to
teach or work at the school
• Magda Devaris (class of ’98) runs One The Square
in Forest Row -- a new creative and community
space for artisans, makers and crafts people.

This is only a beginning. Please let us know where
you are and what you are doing so that we can
build a bigger and wider picture. Email Stephen
Sheen or Christian Lewin, contact details below.
Barebones Theatre Project is a creative social
enterprise venture based in Forest Row that aims to
bring exciting and challenging theatre experiences to
the village. Working in imaginative and unusual
spaces, such as a converted dairy or the back room
of a pub, Barebones brings together interested
individuals from the community: actors, artists,
designers and musicians to work on and perform at a
professional level.

The theatre group was an initiative of Naomi Wirthner
and Gary Wright who have, since 2010, produced six
plays - culminating in the sell-out Festen by David
Eldridge. We have a growing number of members who
support the work and external artists who oﬀer oneoﬀ shows. Naomi, the director, is a MH parent, Gary
an ex parent and Charlotte Harvey, an ex parent and
teacher, runs the admin side.

Christian Lewin class of 1959 - Editor
christian@tonylewin.com
Stephen Sheen class of 1953 - Editor
stephenandlibby@fastmail.fm

