
Pat Thomas, Class of 1953 
Pat died in March this year after a struggle with 
cancer. There will be an obituary in our next issue. M
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Welcome!
Welcome to our Summer Newsletter. This issue is 
going to be very full as there is a lot to report from 
the school, and also — alas — a number of 
appreciations of Old Scholars who have recently 
died. 
As mentioned in the last Newsletter, the Worldwide 
Waldorf School Movement is preparing for its 
centenary in 2019. We are hoping that Michael Hall 
will play a prominent part in these celebrations, and 
we will be putting out a special edition of the 
Newsletter. 
One of the themes that schools have been 
encouraged to pursue is the Environment. For 
example, schools are being encouraged to start 
beekeeping projects with the children and Michael 
Hall is taking up this idea with enthusiasm. We will 
keep you informed as the centenary celebrations 
unfold. 
Our teacher profile for this issue features Ted 
Roberts and his role in the Art teaching in the 
School over the last 50-odd years. We are 
celebrating Ted with two of his paintings for our 
front and back covers. 
Work continues on collating the class photographs 
and we hope to have them completed by the 
Midsummer Festival. Sorting out the Old Scholars 
database is still giving us a headache as we are 
having to contend with the Data Protection Act. 
We are still searching for an appropriate title for this 
magazine — many people just don’t like the Alumni 
name. Let us know if you have an idea for a good 
title. 
There are going to be a record number of reunions 
this year at the Midsummer Festival on June 24th, 
so if you are contemplating one, please let us know 
ASAP so we can make sure that you are hosted 
properly. 

Included in this issue: 
• Waldorf 100 celebrations in 2019

• Preview of the Midsummer Festival

• Seven upcoming reunions

• School news — special features include: working 
outside, a report on the AGM, a request for new 
Council members — and much more 

• Profile on retired Art teacher Ted Roberts

• Old Scholar news and profiles

• Appreciation of Old Scholars who have died 

Waldorf 100: 
Learn to Change the World 

At Michael Hall we are taking up the invitation to 
participate in the Waldorf 100 centennial celebration 
by working on the fundamental text by Rudolf 
Steiner The Foundations of Human Experience, and 
starting our study work this coming September. 
Child studies in all the faculties are ongoing, and we 
are gradually honing our skills and perceptions. 
A curriculum for the study of bees and beekeeping 
will be introduced this summer term in the Lower 
School faculty, and we already have some thriving 
beehives in our school garden. 
Other initiatives that we may take up include: 

• A drama project: Where is mankind? based on the 
question of what it means to be a human being 

• A global postcard exchange 
• A music project, Metamorphosis, involving playing 

a specially composed piece in our own orchestra 
• A London-based celebration and exhibition in 

2019 
A film has been produced 
which introduces the 
Waldorf 100 initiative: it 
offers inspirational 
contributions from around 
the world. A must see! 
Search on Youtube:  
Waldorf 100 - the film,  
or visit  
www.waldorf-100.org/en 

Virginia Westlake,  
UK coordinator

 
Beekeeping is one of the activities highlighted in the 

Waldorf 100 initiative. This tall hive was made by 
Class 9 last summer with Thackery Davis 
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 The Midsummer Festival 

The Little Prince 
Director Daniele Gaillemin gives an update on the 
production process: 
This class 10 is proving to be most inspiring. I have 
spent two weeks of Main Lesson with them and they 
really responded so beautifully, expressing how 
moved they were and how appropriate it was to 
perform such a story today and bring humour, 
beauty, reflection and heart forces to address and 
hopefully help bring harmony in our disrupted world. 
They have come up with inspiring ideas for the set 
and the design of programmes, costumes, lighting 
and much more. Steve Warbeck has generously 
allowed us to use the score he created for this play 
seven years ago and Diane Howard will direct the 
music again alongside students and faithful 
colleagues such as Christine Fynes Clinton. 
The performance will take place in the Theatre (not 
outside) on Saturday 24th June at 8 pm. 

Class 10 student and cast member Ashby Martin 
reports: 
Our play is a story for all ages. The young ones will 
gurgle with laughter as the Little Prince tells his 
story, while their parents ponder the meaning of the 
metaphors dropped among the scenes like silver in 
the Christmas pudding. With this enchanting story 
of growing up and garnering information from 
eccentric adults comes haunting, beautiful and 
extremely valid morals that aim for your heart and 
bury themselves in your sensitive soul for you to 
contemplate later. 
This is just an example of many: 
“One only sees with one’s heart, what is essential is 
invisible to the eye.”
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Class reunions at the Midsummer 
Festival this year


Class 1959: contact Christian Lewin, 
christian@tonylewin.com 
 

Class of 1967: contact Bruce Jackson, 
b.jackson@gmx.de 
 

Class of 1971: contact Kelvin Bass, 
kelvinbass@hotmail.com 

Class of 1977: contact Sarah Horsfall, 
sarahhorsfall59@gmail.com

Class of 1994: contact Tamara Baxter, 
tamarajanebaxter@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Class of 1997: contact Rosie von Wedel, 
rosievonwedel@yahoo.co.uk
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Class of 2007: contact Natasha Zervudachi, 
n.zervudachi@hotmail.co.uk 

A big thank you to Bookbinding teacher Rachel 
Masters (Class of 1991) who has made these 
beautiful albums to house the School’s collection of 
class photos spanning eight decades. Together with 
her students at Michael Hall they have made at least 
50 and, as we continue to sort and organise the 
photos for each class, we will be needing still 
more…. 

Midsummer cricket

Dust off your whites – again! 

Dear alumni, parents, pupils and friends of the school, 
building on the success of last year’s Cricket Match, we 
have secured the Sunday after the Midsummer Festival 
as an additional special date dedicated to our alumni.  

Please be encouraged to come to watch or participate, 
or just relax at Michael Hall with old friends and family. 
Bring a picnic and make it a leisurely day in the 
grounds, with the added benefit of cream teas and 
Pimms!  
Date: Sunday June 25th 
Time: 12 noon to 4 pm 
Contact: Stephen Sheen – 
Stephenandlibby35@gmail.com 

News from the School
Working outdoors: so much exciting work is 
happening outside at Michael Hall that we 
thought it important to focus on these very 
special activities 

The School Garden

Michael Hall School Garden has been the scene of 
several changes in the last couple of years but is 
continuing to flourish. 
After much deliberation, my colleague of over 20 
years, Dorothea Leber, decided to move on, and 
2015 was a year of some uncertainty as we sought 
to replace the creator of the garden as we now 
know it. Eventually Laurie Donaldson, who 
completed his BD apprenticeship under Dorothea, 
was taken on and the search started to find a more 
sustainable approach to the work. This involved the 
closing of the shop, which generated a tremendous 
amount of work, and exploring marketing our 
produce through the farm shop at Tablehurst. Laurie 
set about his task with great energy and his short 
time here has seen major infrastructural changes, 
such as the removal of the collapsing old 
greenhouses (no small job!) and the recladding of 
the polytunnels. Overall, the garden is in very good 
heart, and we are really pleased that the school 
canteen is making much more regular use of garden 
produce than in the past. 
The teaching part of the garden is also in very good 
shape. Classes 6, 7 and 8 come for weekly lessons 
of 1 hour 20 minutes in half-class groups, so over 
100 pupils pass through in the course of the week. If 
we add in the Class 3s, who come often in the 
summer term as part of their farming programme, 
we have around 130 children. In addition, the garden 
is used as a resource by many other classes and 
kindergartens in a less structured way, perhaps a 
botany lesson, or to give Laurie a bit of help, to get 
some leeks for soup or just to come and have a 
look. So the garden feels well loved, even if the new 
safeguarding rules deprive us of parents just 
dropping in to have a look. 
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The Class 6 and 7 gardens are based around food 
production using a cottage-garden model. So the 
classes have beds running south to north and the 
pupils choose the vegetables that they are 
interested in growing. We integrate the growing of 
herbs and flowers in patches in and around the 
vegetables, and Class 7 look after the expanding 
areas of fruit growing — blackcurrants, rhubarb, 
raspberries, gooseberries, redcurrants and 
strawberries. This is definitely an area I would like to 
expand in the near future, as it is popular with the 
pupils and I would like to develop the food 
preparation angle in the form of of jams and 
preserves. 

The 6s and 7s have both been helping with the first 
stages of a big change in top fruit production this 
year, as many of the apple trees are becoming old 
and diseased and are needing to be replaced. So 
we have been planting new apple, pear and plum 
trees — as Laurie has been doing in the commercial 
part of the garden— with a view to continuing with 
this for a few years to ensure the generation 
change. 
Class 8 gardening takes a rather different path, 
aiming more at the beautiful and less at the useful. 
Here the classes are offered parts of the old fan 
garden with few other criteria than creating an 
artistic garden of annuals and biennials. The 
outcomes are very varied! Pupils are asked to 
develop their ideas, individually at first, before 
sharing them together and looking at pros and cons 
of each. The process of agreeing a collaborative 
design plan takes most of the first term, whilst the 
land is being cleared, composted and rotavated. 
Along with a ground plan, ideas for features will 
have arisen — benches, arches, paths fences, 
whatever — and all of these need themselves to be 
designed and constructed using local materials and 
with nothing purchased beyond nails and screws. 
This usually allows us to target our winter forestry 
work, clearing and replanting areas on the estate, to 
give us the materials we need — a lot of hazel 
coppice material has been used in the last couple of 
years, for example. Many of the features allow us to 
practise or develop our green wood work skills, 
which also form an essential part of the gardening 

winter programme for classes 6 and 7, as well as in 
the whittling lessons in class 5. 
The design is a fairly scary process for a teacher, for 
although I can feel sure that the pupils will raise the 
thousands of plants (usually mostly flowers) they 
need to create the gardens successfully, the form of 
it and the features are really up to them. Fortunately, 
the outcomes have tended to be lovely; but if you 
are visiting at Midsummer you can come and see for 
yourselves! 
Looking towards the future, Laurie and I will work 
together to further develop the commercial and 
educational aspects of the garden. I am also 
optimistic that some outdoor and land-based 
options will be forthcoming in the Upper School in 
the next few years, which may help to blur the 
boundary between production and education. The 
current explosion of interest nationally in the 
outdoors and gardening as educational tools may 
be the clearest indicator that modern children need 
this sort of learning in a way that previous 
generations did not. Thanks to the genius of the 
Steiner Waldorf curriculum — where gardening first 
appeared as a subject in 1920! — the garden has 
found its place in our school life and is thriving. I 
feel confident when I say that I think there will be 
few educational gardens in Britain which have the 
quality of Michael Hall’s, and which are as well 
integrated into the overall delivery of the curriculum. 
To have such a special place to work, with the 
facilities we have, is an amazing privilege; I feel 
deeply the responsibility to do it justice, and I am 
sure that the garden, as with the estate, is a key part 
of the future of our school.
Simon Gillman - Gardening teacher
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Bushcraft 
Teacher Vicky Mew has been leading an initiative for 
outdoor learning in the younger classes: 
As a mentor of mine, Jon Young, has said: “Eco-
psychologists are beginning to catch up with what 
indigenous rites of passage specialists have known 
for thousands of years: immersion in the natural 
world brings life-enhancing peace, joy, zest, the 
ability to meet life’s challenges with a positive 
attitude, and to see the interconnectedness of all 
things.” 
In recent years the number of schools starting to 
integrate regular outdoor learning into their 
provision has snowballed. Ten years ago most 
people I met had never heard of Forest Schools, and 
now the word bushcraft has become happily 
adopted by many (despite the fact that our 
predecessors have not referred to any habitat in the 
UK as ‘bush’). 
Though these words are familiar, what happens 
under these umbrella terms can vary tremendously. 
What we offer the children at Michael Hall in their 
bushcraft lessons has some over-arching principles 
yet varies to best meet the children where they are 
at in their development and learning. Using the real 
world is the way learning has happened for 99.9% 
of human existence. Only in the last hundred years 
have we put it in a little box called a classroom. 
With Class 1 we have spent our outdoor lessons 
exploring a variety of areas in the school grounds. 
We have enjoyed highlights of playing eagle’s eye, 
gathering bracken to dry for lighting future fires, 
getting inspired by what Class 3 made in their 
model-building lessons, and creating our own. 
During the lessons there is generally an activity that 
the children are around and can join in with; 
however there is freedom for their own inspirations, 
creations and discoveries. We have become familiar 
with the ingredients needed to light a fire and in 
most lessons we have a story that either sets the 
scene for our lesson or brings us together to end 
with. 

Highlights from Class 2 have included creating our 
own camp and working in small groups to create 
their own fires. Once their fire skills have developed 
to a basic competency they can then make a fire 
and cook their own bread over it. These activities 
were brought to the class partly to enhance the 
social harmony and cohesion of the amalgamation 
of two classes. It was also with the intention to 
deepen each individual’s sense of belonging and a 
feeling that the natural world can provide all they 
need to live. It is this sense of reassurance that 
nature can provide for them that lays healthy 
foundations for their coming years of 
transformation. 
Outdoor lessons with Class 3 have quite a different 
feel in terms of being more structured, more teacher 
led and where the whole class can follow a process 
through from beginning to end. The scale of what 
two Class 3s can achieve, working together one 
afternoon each week, is quite astounding! In the first 
half of the term, working in groups, they created 
their own shelters and made a fire outside them. 
The following term, after being shown some 
traditional building techniques, they were given the 
opportunity to work in small groups to create model 
homes that they thought they could live in if scaled 
up. There were some incredible eco-architecture 
designs appearing out of the ground.  
Delving into time spent with Class 4, we have the 
opportunity to get to know an area of the school 
grounds throughout the seasons. This gives us the 
chance to link into their Local Geography Main 
Lesson with mapping challenges and exercises, 
their local history topic experiencing scaled-down 
traditional crafts such as charcoal making and, 
perhaps my favourite, man and animal. Through the 
practice of a ‘sit spot’ where pupils return to the 
same spot in nature and sit expanding their senses 
and developing skills of observation, they can start 
to integrate many of the topics arising through Class 
4. By the end of the year I aim to have them 
mapping their sit spot and surrounding area with 
notes of vegetation through the spring and summer 
and a finer focus on any animal trails, tracks and 
signs in and around their sit spot. We’ve played 
games such as ‘nest robbers’ and ‘wolves and deer’ 
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involving playful bio-mimicry of animals and the 
inter-relationships within ecosystems. 
For me it is having time to connect with nature and 
being guided to discover the beauty and resources 
found all around us in the natural world that 
provides a balance to the detrimental effects on our 
wellbeing that are associated with the fast-paced, 
more sedentary and screen-based lives our modern 
society has adopted. As David Attenborough put it 
in 2010, “No one will protect what they do not first 
care about.” It is the health and happiness of us all 
that motivates me to bring this work. 
The more I learn about the natural world, the more I 
realise there is to discover. 

A thank you to Vicky
A really big thank you to Vicky Mew for taking the 
time to show the parents of Classes 3 the wonderful 
dens that the children have been building in their 
Bushcraft lessons on Monday afternoons. It was so 
interesting to hear about this four-week process and 
about the multitude of things the children are 
learning whilst having fun in the magical woods on 
the school grounds. The dens link in with the 
Building Main lessons the children are also having in 
Class 3. It never ceases to amaze me how 
beautifully the different parts of the curriculum 
weave into each other and nurture the children in 
each stage of their development. How lucky our 
children are!  
Parent, Class 3a

Class 3 Building Main Lesson

Classes 3 have been very busy this term working on 
their oak-framed building project. Having dug the 
foundations before Christmas and also mixed and 
poured the concrete, we turned our attention to 
brickwork. Once shown the technique by our 
resident expert Jim Pople, the children have laid the 
necessary four courses of bricks with a high level of 
independence. 
From brickwork we entered the world of mobile 
sawmills. The large oak butt that has been in the 
lower carpark for some years now was sawn up into 
usable timber. The children happily loaded what 
must have amounted to over two tonnes of oak 
beams into the old school minibus to be transported 
to our building site where it was unloaded and 
neatly stacked. 
During the last few weeks of term this timber has 
been gradually taking shape in the form of two main 
frames for the front and rear elevations of our 
building project. In addition to the children’s 
contribution to this framing work, we organised a 

very successful work day for suitably skilled parents 
to help with the completing the frames. 

Our next steps will involve placing the frames in 
position and constructing the roof. 
Henry Howlett for Classes 3

Bees in the Gardens

Susanne Fuller reports on the bee project made 
possible thanks to fundraising through the pop-up 
shop: 

At Michael Hall we have one hive of bees, which 
Laurie and I have been caring for throughout the last 
year and a half. We extracted some honey from 
them, a gloriously sticky and exciting process for 
classes 3a and 5a, and with the modest proceeds 
we have bought a bit of new equipment. However, 
bee keeping equipment is not cheap and progress 
was slow and funds were low..…. . 
Then Mr Davis and Class 9 made us a beautiful 
Warre hive (which is awaiting a swarm any day now) 
and with the increasing interest in the bees from 
teachers, staff and students alike, including the 
interest and support from the Waldorf 100 
project, came increasing possibilities…. 
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Over winter Laurie, our wonderful Gardener, with 
support from our hard-working maintenance team, 
cleared the old fencing (which was falling down) and 
we have reconfigured the area which Laurie will now 
sow with clover. In the autumn the accounts 
department magically found some funds for us to 
buy some children-sized bee suits and Class 5a and 
their teacher became very enthusiastic and took on 
to clear brambles roots (they are like giant octopus!) 
and generally tidy up the old site, planting a little 
hedge along one end. 
With the new year we have been really fortunate to 
get further funds from the Pop-Up Shop, run by 
Maria Finnemore and her team. We used this 
donation to buy two new National hives from Mark 
Payne, a parent at the School, for which we are very 
grateful. We also have another parent to thank, 
Johannes Blummel, a local beekeeper who has 
come to give a bee talk to class 5a recently and is 

available to talk 
to other classes 
and help Laurie 
and me with the 
bees during the 
active season. 
We aim to have 
the two new 
hives out on the 
site in early May 
and gradually 
build up our 
bees at Michael 
Hall. 

There is still much more to do, learn and save up 
for: a little shed to house the equipment might be 
needed in a year or so but for now we hope the new 
hives will be inhabited by the time the Midsummer 
Festival comes along so there will be something for 
our visitors to see. 

Stephen Sheen 
(Class of '53) 
building his sun 
hive 

A Day in the Classroom

This very popular event takes place twice a year, on 
Saturdays, and is a wonderful opportunity for 
present parents, prospective parents, grandparents 
and anyone who wishes to learn more about how it 
actually ‘feels’ to be a child at Michael Hall. It is 
extremely rewarding and always goes down well — 
as you can see from the comments below:

“I’m a mainstream teacher and it’s been really interesting 
to experience this alternative education. It was really 
nice to feel the slower pace and feel what that would be 
like for a child.” 
“I’m a teacher, I am sad that I didn’t get this 
education for myself. It was lovely to see the 
children’s Main Lesson books and be outside and 
experience a gardening lesson.” 
“I loved that the Main Lessons interlink with the Subject 
Lessons, it made the Physics Main Lesson on ‘levers 
and fulcrums’ make much more sense when we applied 
it to cutting down a tree. I love the calmness of the 
classrooms and how beautiful they look; the images on 
the blackboards are outstandingly beautiful. How lucky 
these children are to be taught such an age-appropriate 
education surrounded by such creativity, calm and ready 
to learn with everything thoughtfully delivered with the 
wellbeing of the child at the centre of it all. I wish I’d had 
this education.” 
“It was great to experience what I had been told 
about by my friend, and put it all into perspective. 
Seeing the blackboards and the feel of the whole 
classroom, so old fashioned, was so brilliant as 
everything seems to be moving too fast in the world, 
especially for children.” 
“Really enjoyed this morning, love how the syllabus is 
interlinked and that the education is age-appropriate, I 
love how the children work together — it helps create 
team work.” 
“Both teachers were very honest and you have to be 
able to trust in the education you are choosing for 
your child. There is no questioning the vocational 
dedication of these teachers.” 
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Plays, Performances and Shows  
at Michael Hall

With so many performances to comment on, we 
only have space to feature a small fraction of what 
has been going on: 

St Joan – a performance by Class 7b 
Here is how Class 7b teacher Dan Skinner 
previewed the play: 
Class 7b will soon be presenting 'Joan of Arc' based 
on a text by the French modernist playwright Jean 
Anouilh. 
We will lead you on a journey through medieval 
France, to the time of the 100 Years War, and the 
almost complete domination of this still disparate 
but proud and chivalric nation by the English 
knights and kings and the might of the yeoman army 
with their longbows — the 'hi-tech' weaponry of the 
age. 
Into this brutal military environment steps a peasant 
girl, Jeanne d'Arc, whose visions of the Archangel 
Michael and the saints Catherine and Margaret 
remain a mystery to this day. Convinced that she 
had a personal and direct connection to God — a 
dangerously heretical notion at the time, as well as 
today — Joan inspired a nation to rise up against 
their English oppressors. She led the French army to 
many decisive victories, enabling the 
Dauphin, Crown Prince Charles, to be fully crowned 
as the King of France. Joan was ultimately captured 
and tried by the church courts and condemned to 
death for heresy. 

Her belief in her visions, in her own innocence, and 
that she did indeed see the Archangel Michael, 
accompanied her until her martyr's death in 1431. 
She was later canonised. 
Class 7b have worked hard to explore the Medieval 
period, but also wanted to make a piece of theatre 
that is fresh and relevant for today. 

A Class 7b parent, new to the school, comments: 
What a pleasure it was to see our first school play at 
Michael Hall. The set was simple, the costumes 
were elaborate and I knew we were in for a treat as 
soon as it began. 
This was a major production with a class of 16 
children and a much bigger cast of characters to 
play. The children moved from scene to scene 
becoming new characters, changing costumes, and 
jobs. They played a variety of musical instruments, 
sang their hearts out and told the story of a young 
Joan of Arc and her inspired journey. 
Joan's part was beautifully shared by each girl in 
the class lending her voice and skill to bring the 
character alive. At the end of the play and after Joan 
was safely removed from the burning stake, the 
children came back on stage to share one final 
song. The audience was also invited to sing along 
with them and we did — Hallelujah! 

The Wild – Class 12 play, February 2017 
Rose and Nicola, students from Class 8a, review the 
performance: 
This year’s Class 12 play “The Wild” had many 
unique and intriguing qualities from the incredible 
set to the different characters such as the child 
Eddie and the Grandma. 
We felt the play was a metaphor in some way for not 
selling your dreams. 
The play centred around a kid Eddie and her family’s 
struggle to save their island. We saw Eddie’s 
experiences at school and within her home life. She 
carried around her emotions and was figuring them 
out and a child’s normal life was shown in an 
exaggerated way with the cruel biased teacher, 
sneaky heartless bullies and pushy sales people. 
The play showed all sections of family life: Dad who 
was reasoning and leading, Mum who showed 
conflict and reminded the family of the right thing to 
do, Grandma who was wise, the teenagers who 
were a burden, the kid who was off in her room and 
the dog who was affectionate and comforted the 
family. 
Grandma told Eddie stories about monsters on the 
island as a metaphor for development destroying 
nature and which influenced Eddie into teaching the 
monsters how to fight. The monsters symbolised 
nature. When the developers came to the island the 
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monsters tried to pull them back into nature with the 
humorous twist of the salesman’s smart clothes 
being pulled off to leave him in his natural state. 

We thought the set was like interesting organised 
chaos and was amazing and really cool. We liked 
the way it was done as if it was in a child’s mind. In 
fact the whole thing was like a child’s mind, all the 
things in there – the pictures, writing, blocks and 
tree area. It was so creative you could be anywhere 
in the story with bits of everything in it. 
It seemed like the cast had a lot of input in the play 
and that it was all their ideas. Because it was them 
creating it they got a lot more into it. It must be 
much more fun acting – if you go wrong you’ve 
made it up anyway so it doesn’t matter so much. 
All round it was very creative, imaginative and 
dreamlike yet the portrayal of family life was very 
realistic. It was like watching a movie and at the end 
you realise it is just in their subconscious so that 
when you snap back to reality you realise that it was 
just all Eddie’s and her family’s subconscious. 
We expected it to be for younger people but it was 
relevant for all ages. It was weird in a good way. 
Photos of the play can be seen at the following link:
https://drive.google.com/open?
id=0B-9BtmUlK5mfQ2x6VldRX0lPMGM

Liberty – a play by Class 8a, March 2017 
A preview and a review: 
Upon arrival at Ellis Island Immigration Station, New 
York, posh bewildered Russians, timid Irish girls, 
lost Romanians and skinny Italian businessmen are 
sieved through the system. In this huge chaos, 
officials are picking out the injured, illiterate, poor or 
ill, as well as blocking Bolsheviks from spreading 
into the USA. 
New York has developed nationality communities 
and precincts, but the borders are shifting. Our play 
follows immigrants, established aristocrats and 
gangsters competing against the prohibition of 
alcohol through their troubles, laughs, street fights 
and pricklingly awkward love situations. Please 
come and share the liberty and rules of 1919 New 
York. 

Liberty. A triumph! 
"Give me your tired, your poor, 
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free. 
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. 
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed to me: 
I lift my lamp beside the golden door." 

‘Liberty’ opens in the Orwellian confusion of the Ellis 
Island Immigration Station in New York in the year 
1919. Its wonderfully acted and choreographed 
opening scene concludes with the ensemble turning 
to face the audience, looking up to recite these 
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famous words of promise and hope. It’s a powerful 
moment. But reality is of course never that simple 
as we tumble headlong into the world of displaced 
and bewildered new arrivals, chancers, gangsters, 
well-meaning wealthy New Yorkers — and lovers. 
Where would we be without love?! 
What an absolute joy Liberty was. Great writing, 
direction and production, a fascinating historical 
background, great acting (diction and stagecraft 
deserve special mention), but above all what 
resonated for me was the cast’s palpable passion; a 
passion that grabbed the audience and held us 
spellbound. They were having fun! But more than 
this, there was great potency in their clear and 
emphatic understanding of the life-changing 
historical events they were portraying. 
Writing 2500 years ago, the Greek philosopher 
Aristotle suggested that the plot of great drama 
needed two emotional elements, elements on which 
the final outcome of a play depended – discovery 
(peripetaia) and recognition (anagnorisis) — that 
between Lilliana and Nicolai, for example. This was 
great drama. It was also very funny, with the 
ultimate ‘running gag’ bringing it to a delightful 
conclusion. Who needs the West End or Broadway 
when there’s entertainment of this calibre on our 
doorstep?! Congratulations one and all and thank 
you.
Michael Fuller - parent

Class 8b Eurythmy Festival 
In the Eurythmy lessons last year Class 8b worked 
on an orchestral piece of music and presented it in 
October as a culmination of eight years of Eurythmy. 
They brought it to a fine level and received due 
acclaim from the audience. 
Since October the Eurythmy lessons have been 
used to develop their ballroom dancing skills, so 
when we were asked to bring it as a contribution to 
the Schools Eurythmy Festival in London last week I 
was a bit unsure how it would be. To my 
astonishment, from the first rehearsal at the 
beginning of March, it was as though they had only 
performed it six days ago rather than six months. 
On the Friday the Festival took place at the Rudolf 
Steiner House in Central London. The theatre was 
full with over one hundred and fifty children of all 
ages performing. It was wonderful to experience the 
Eurythmy work of so many Steiner Schools in one 
festive afternoon, and the contribution of Class 8b 
was very much appreciated. 
Philip Beaven – class teacher, 8b 

Fiddler on the Roof 
Classes 9 and 11 are collaborating in the production 
of the iconic musical Fiddler on the Roof early in the 
summer term. Whilst rehearsals have already been 
going on after school and during lunchtimes, much 
of the work will be achieved during a Main Lesson 
block at the beginning of the new term. 

Set in the Russia of 1905, this story of love and 
tradition in times of change includes such wonderful 
songs as ‘If I Were a Rich Man’, ‘Sunrise, Sunset’ 
and ‘Matchmaker’. 
This magical musical is suitable for all ages and 
tickets will be on sale at the start of the new term at 
the bargain price of £5 each. So please put these 
dates in your diaries so that you do not miss this 
unique event. 
Julian Rolton and Virginia Westlake - directors 

Bite-size Talks

These short talks for parents are given by teachers 
and take place in the morning at coffee time in the 
canteen: 

A bite-size talk on Gym and Games 
Review by a parent: 
We had an excellent talk on Wednesday by the gym 
department. Oliver Room, Susan Kelly, and Arthur 
Dyer are the three permanent gym staff and they 
talked (and played!) us through the games and sport 
programme from Class 3 to 12. 
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The emphasis throughout is on movement, getting 
comfortable with the body's abilities and limits, and 
enjoying being active! Classes 3 to 5 play lots of 
games, through stories that get more complicated 
as the children can handle more complex 
instructions. Classes 6 to 8 start learning more team 
sports, and in the Upper School there are lots of 
choices of activity that are taught in blocks of a few 
weeks each. 
After-school gym clubs extend the opportunity to 
learn skills and sports more deeply. The Olympics is 
a celebration of movement in Class 5, and there is a 
Gym Main Lesson in Class 9 to teach exercise 
physiology in the context of PSHE. 
Bothmer gym exercises are taught throughout to 
facilitate spatial awareness of oneself in the world. 
Football has been introduced successfully into 
some of the year groups' gym sessions, and also in 
supervised form at lunch/break times. Thank you, 
Gym teachers, for a fun morning! 

A bite-size talk on French teaching 
Class 2 parent Roswitha von Studnitz reports: 
On Monday morning (6th March) Louise Razaq, in 
her capacity as Mme Razaq, gave a vivid account of 
French lessons in Classes 1 through 4. We got a 
taste of the songs, rhymes and activities that make 
up the life of French lessons in these classes. As 
was described, the aim of the lessons at this age is 
to give a feel for the culture and the language, to 
"bathe the ears" in the new language, fostering the 
development of a good pronunciation. 
Steiner education is not about providing lessons 
that do one-to-one translations, as interpreter 
schooling would; instead the aim is to awaken the 
senses to the 'otherness', to impart together with 
the language a sense for the other culture — hence 
the emphasis on learning rhymes, songs, stories as 
well as counting — just as a child growing up in 
France would naturally be surrounded by and 
experience. Children have a natural desire and need 
to move, so dances and movement games have 
their rightful place in the lessons as well. Mme 
Razaq also described the value of mirroring in the 
language lessons that which is being covered in 
Main Lesson at the time. 
Clearly, our children have an enriching experience, 
delivered in a wonderfully alive way with plenty of 
fun 'en route' 

The Debate Club
Raj Stevenson - Class 12 Student 
The Debate Club meets every Wednesday at 12.30 
in the Long Room. Although the club has been 
running for a couple of years now, I am really 
pleased with how it has taken off in recent months. 
Through announcements in the mornings and 
emails to members, I have managed to increase the 
attendance to the point where we generally have 
20-30 people every week either debating or 
watching from the ‘floor’. 
The best thing about this club is the confidence it 
can give people. When people start to come, they 
rarely ask questions but over time they improve their 
skills to the point where they can articulately debate 
either side of an argument. By coming to Debate 
Club, students are able to present their views and 
challenge the views of others, while all the time 
becoming more concise with their arguments. This 
also helps them with their essay writing skills for 
exams! 

The debates are chaired by William Forward who 
never fails to add new ways of looking at things or 
arguments that nobody has thought of. 

Stop press: Our local MP for Wealden, Nus Ghani, is 
set to debate the motion “This house believes 
torture is justifiable in pursuit of national security” in 
the Debate Club.
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Fundraising

Our long-running campaign to raise money 
continues apace. The main contributors have been 
the Mansion Market and the Pop-Up Shop, both 
fantastically successful initiatives that are popular 
with everybody. 

Dates for upcoming Mansion Markets in 2017 
13th May, 7th October, 11th November, 9th 
December 
We are proud to say that the Mansion Market hit the 
jackpot last December with £3,240 in takings from 
table fees etc. This brought our year’s total to 
£13,095. 

A contribution of £3,000 was made to the 
Clockhouse fund and the rest went to the 
redecoration of the Lower School building. Thanks 
to everyone for your essential support. 
The Mansion Market Team 

Pop-Up Shop news 
Our school shop, the ‘Pop-Up Shop’ is run by parent 
volunteers periodically at the Mansion Market. We 
thought you would like to hear that we have now 
joined up with a Sussex-based charity called 
‘Rockinghorse’. 
Rockinghorse will accept items that have not sold at 
the Pop-Up Shop. They have proudly supported 

sick babies and children in Sussex for over 50 years, 
now providing support to over 10 worthy children’s 
centres and paediatric services, namely: The Royal 
Alexandra Children’s Hospital, The Special Care 
Baby Unit at Princess Royal Hospital, Chailey 
Heritage Foundation, Finches Short Breaks Centre, 
The Connor Saunders Foundation, The Trevor Mann 
Baby Unit, Bluefin Ward Worthing Hospital, Chalkhill 
Child and Adolescent Mental Health Unit, The 
Bungalow Eastbourne, Tudor House Brighton. 
Thank you again from The Pop-Up Shop team for all 
of your donations. 
Caroline Pendred, Reception 

And Pop-Up Shop success! 
We saw another wonderful Pop-Up Shop last 
Saturday at the March Mansion Market: it raised an 
incredible £1582.04, the highest yet! 
A massive thank you to the team of 30 volunteers, 
headed by the lovely ladies in Reception, who work 
in myriad ways for weeks and months to make it 
happen. 
Some of the money will be used to buy two National 
beehives for the school, which will link nicely with 
the Class 3 Farming curriculum. 
It is worth mentioning that over the years the Pop-
Up Shop has consistently raised well over a 
thousand pounds each time and the money has 
contributed to a range of projects including the 
purchase of a pottery wheel, visitors’ chairs in the 
Mansion, materials for the current Class 3 Building 
project and the restoration of two polytunnels in the 
School Garden. 
We are so fortunate that so many people come 
together and individually make a small contribution 
which collectively makes big projects possible for 
our school. The coming together of a community 
really can make a difference! 
A very grateful Class 3 parent 
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Working with Parents

This half term has seen a very busy canteen, 
buckets of coffee have been consumed and much 
of the world has been put to rights! We had a very 
informative talk by Louise Razaq that took us on a 
rich and wonderful journey through the French 
curriculum from Class 1-4. There was a lively, 
educational and enlightening talk by the Gym 
department where we were taken through the gym 
and games curriculum; we re-located to the Gym for 
this one in order to have space to run around. 
A merry and productive crafting session saw 25 of 
us learn the art of up-cycling fabric and turning it 
into beautiful multi-coloured string — whilst getting 

to know one another. It is very rewarding and highly 
addictive so if you see anyone in a corner frantically 
twisting scraps of fabric together, you can rest 
assured that they are feeling very content and 
happy. We hope to hold another craft session or two 
next term. 
The spring weeds were defeated, plants now have 
light and we even managed to plant some new 
ones. Seven of us had a very productive gardening 
session in the Upper Playground and we blitzed an 
entire flower bed, see if you can spot which one! We 
were very kindly fed and watered in the canteen 
where we rested post gardening and planned our 
next session. 
Maria Finnemore - Reception 

The Michael Hall Sessions 
The Theory U work is continuing, and has evolved 
with one expression being the Michael Hall 
Sessions. 
These sessions are opportunities for the whole 
community to get involved in specific challenges 
that the school has identified. In a workshop-style 
session, the expectation will be to prototype and 
enact change by finding solutions and 
recommendations to the challenge. These solutions 

will then be taken on board by the General 
Management Team (GMT) to take further action. 
For further details and to register your interest 
please visit this link: http://www.michaelhall.co.uk/
mhsessions 
Davina Skinner - GMT

Class Contacts Easter breakfast in the canteen  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The Michael Hall AGM, March 2017


Andrew Scott, Chair of the Council of Trustees, gave 
a detailed explanation about the interim 
management arrangements and the Council's role. 
He explained that Council holds the School's 
management to account. “We encourage, support 
and challenge management. That's it. Council's role 
is governance only. Not management.” 
Council delegates its executive powers and duties 
to a management committee — currently GMT 
(General Management Team). GMT members are the 
Education Co-ordinator Jane Morris-Brown, the 
Resources Manager Davina Skinner and the Chair of 
Management Steve Barker. 
The Council hopes to establish clearer and more 
open networks of commitments, to make decision-
making more coherent at the general level, and to 
provide clear and unambiguous responsibility and 
authority, so that each portfolio lead on Council 
knows whom to hold to account within the GMT. 
We have run an open process for the appointment 
of the Chair of Management and Education Co-
ordinator roles. As a result, there has been a reset 
among both staff and parents of the expectation of 
what Council is for and is not for. 
The replacement management and leadership 
system is to be implemented by February 2018, 
supported by a refreshed constitution. Planning and 
design for both are scheduled for completion by the 
end of September. Changes to the balance and size 
of Council are under review and any proposed 
changes will be the subject of further consultation. 

Excerpts from the report from the Resources 
Manager on the financial statement 2015/16 
This year has seen the introduction of the Statement 
of Recommended Practice (SORP) guidance for 
charity accounting, which has resulted in a few 
changes to how our accounts are presented and 
how they are recorded. This is the first year, for 

example, that the pension scheme deficit has been 
represented in the accounts. 
To help offset large figures entering the balance 
sheet in any one year the Government provides 
reporting guidelines and consequently the total 
pension deficit is reduced using the index 
allowance. To assist in the reporting for this year, the 
value of the site is also now included in the balance 
sheet. The accounts show a profit of £53,265 but 
this is a “paper profit” as investments were revalued 
and the pension deficit payments were reduced at 
the rate prescribed by HMRC. The underlying result 
is a small operating loss. 
Pretty much from the beginning of my time here 
(January 2014) we have had to scrutinise budgets 
and restrict spending quite drastically. That 
obviously is not something we would like to 
continue, however we will not revert to selling 
property to pay bills as a business model. Even 
within the constraints we have had to operate under, 
we have been going through what amounts to a 
housekeeping process at the school and have 
managed to replace the Mansion’s boilers, the Dick 
Chester roof, address the fuel storage issue at the 
Kindergarten, and some redecorating work in the 
Lower and Middle School and the Library exterior. 
In the accounts, you’ll see there is reference to a 
site master plan and an asset restructuring exercise. 
At this stage, there is not much to share, although 
again a lot of work is going on. To present 
something that is coherent and possible for the 
school to undertake, we need to ensure we have 
some good foundations. 
We are aware that attention also needs to be given 
to the School’s reserves policy. It states in the 
accounts that we need to make provisions each 
year but it is not yet in place. You’ll see that 
£750,000 is suggested. Of course, the ability to do 
that relies heavily on our pupil numbers and, 
although retention continues to be important, we 
need to increase our pupil numbers overall and we 
are actively looking at ways we can make that a 
reality. For this current year, for example, we started 
with 455 pupils and are currently at 470. 
We need to continue with the Theory U work and 
move it forward; one way we will do that is through 
the Michael Hall Sessions. (Further details here 
http://www.michaelhall.co.uk/mhsessions) 
We need a long-term plan, one that sees us beyond 
survival and scraping by to meet costs. We need to 
provide for the children here at school now and the 
children yet to come. I envisage this as a 25-year 
plan, one that sees us beyond the pension 
repayments and which allows us to step forward 
more securely into the future. 
Davina Skinner - Resources Manager 
To request copies of either of the full reports please 
email Davina.skinner@michaelhall.co.uk 
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An opportunity to serve on the Council of 
Trustees - Interested? 
Trustees serve a very important overseeing role for 
the School and are expected to remain 
knowledgeable and informed about a particular 
functional area of the school, in addition to regular 
meeting attendance. The work is thought-provoking, 
interesting and is motivated by a strong desire to 
enable Michael Hall to better realise its potential. 
Trustees may be parents, teachers, or independent 
of the school. 
The role of Council is to ensure that: 

• The school has a strategy and that it is being 
executed 

• There is effective leadership and management 
• The assets of the school are used well 
• The school is compliant with legislation and 

regulation so that it retains its status as a 
registered school, and 

• It is well governed - meaning that the School 
abides by the policies, procedures, codes of 
conduct and contracts of employment 

We are currently interested primarily in recruiting 
new members with prior experience in one or more 
of the following areas: leading and managing within 
a school; finance; safeguarding; human resources; 
organisation development, and health and safety — 
although individuals with other backgrounds and/or 
experience in the wider Waldorf school movement 
are also very welcome to express their interest. 
Please contact Heidi Hebrank 
(heidi_hebrank@hotmail.com) or Angela Bourke 
(angela@angelabourke.com) for further information. 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
Heidi Hebrank - parent

News of Current and Graduating 
Students


Lorcan reaches his goal
Our congratulations to Lorcan Healy (Class 11) 
for pursuing his dream and through sheer 
persistence, positivity, a high level of skill and 
immense parental support has been signed as a 
goalkeeper by Maidstone United! Lorcan made a 
very clear choice to complete his education at 
Michael Hall whilst seeking such an opportunity 
and can be seen very soon on stage (without a 
football) in our production of Fiddler on the Roof.
Fantastic news, Lorcan!
Julian Rolton - Music Teacher and Class 11 
Guardian

A-Level Photography 
As they prepare for their exam in May, Class 12  
A-Level Photography students have been getting up 
to all sorts of creative business — everything from 
putting everyday objects in the freezer (to make 
them frosty), to painting bodies in Roger 
Ballenesque scenes, and to overpainting faces with 
simple graphic masks on the computer and sewing 
onto prints. 
Students are given the exam paper on February 1st, 
and are able to choose one theme from eight. They 
spend the next 10 weeks or so exploring and 
developing their ideas, culminating in a 15-hour 
controlled exam period in which they may be doing 
anything from making a photo book, to creating an 
installation, shooting and editing, to making three- 
dimensional and mixed media constructions with 
their work. 
Themes chosen by students from the paper this 
year include 'Figure in Motion', 'Everyday Objects', 
'Influences', 'Mobile Phone' and 'Connected 
Images'. 
Andrew Lindsay - A-Level Photography teacher 

Holly Douch’s photography portfolio has helped win 
her a place on the Art Foundation Course at City 
College, Brighton.

Katya Markson-Matthews, also in Class 12, has just 
got a place on the Photography Foundation at City 
College, Brighton. 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News from Old Scholars 
Shira’s new Screen Shot 
Congratulations to Shira Jeczmien (Class of '09) for 
her new initiative in London's creative scene. She 
edits Screen Shot, an exciting new publication 
mixing cutting-edge visuals with art, philosophy and 
comment. 

As the editors write: "Taking the city of London as a 
starting point, Screen Shot aims to 'screen grab' 
moments in the city's progression and with that 
illustrate creative threads which appear and 
disappear. The content is a mixture of fast-paced 
posting and slow journalism, allowing our writers 
the time and distance needed to reflect and 
comment on the subjects featured. 
Critical, humorous and philosophical journalism on 
political and social issues in our hyper-digital 
lifestyles." 
Check it out online: www.screenshot-magazine.com 
Liz Attwell - English teacher 

Amber Stevenson (Class of '12) 
Amber left Michael 
Hall with A-Levels 
in History, English 
and Geography. 
She went straight 
up to Trinity 
College, 
Cambridge that 
year to read 
History and 
graduated in 2015 
with a 2:1 degree. 
She is currently 
working at The 

Economist newspaper as a researcher and writer, 
enjoying a front row seat view of global current 
affairs. 

Old Scholar of 95 visits the school 
Kaye Claxton, who left Michael Hall in 1939, was 
warmly welcomed when she paid a return visit this 
spring. She loved her schooldays, explains her 
daughter Fenella Heelis: 

Mum's maiden name was Every. Her real name is 
Kathleen which she doesn't like, and she likes to be 
called Kaye. She left school at the age of 18 and her 
parents asked Dame Edith Evans to recommend a 
drama school for Kaye — and so she went to the 
London Mask School of Acting. 
She was born in 1921 and during the war travelled 
around the country in a Rep Company. She 
remembers some famous actors such as Dirk 
Bogarde, Paul Schofield, Richard Attenborough who 
she toured with. 
She married Norman Claxton, who was in the RAF, 
in 1945 and they moved to Middlesex in 1954. She 
has lived in the same house for 63 years. 
She is always happy to talk about her past and 
particularly her very happy schooldays.
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Joy Mansfield’s 100th birthday 
In February, there was a large gathering of family 
and friends in Stroud to celebrate Joy Mansfield’s 
100th birthday. Many had come from far across the 
country, her daughter Christina coming from New 
Zealand. She had cards from the Queen and 
Secretary of State, and a splendid cake. Fortunately 
five of her great-grandchildren were there to help 
blow out all the candles. 

Three years ago, Joy was present at the book 
launch of “A Good School – a History of Michael 
Hall”. At the age of 97 this was the first book 
published in her name. Having not found a publisher 
for what she had written some forty five years 
before, Joy warmly supported the idea that her 
manuscript might be used as the basis for a revised 
book that would be part of the marking of Michael 
Hall’s ninetieth anniversary. This initiative was taken 
up by Stephen Sheen and Brien Masters, who, with 
much hard work and support, enriched the original 

manuscript with many 
photographs and new 
contributions to bring 
the history of the 
school up to date. And 
so came into being 
the beautiful 
publication now 
available, all proceeds 
from the sales of 
which go towards the 
School. 
Joy’s connection with 

Michael Hall and anthroposophy came about when 
she was twenty three. Having been brought up in 
Bournemouth she had gone on to University College 
London to read literature, her aspiration being to 
become a writer. Her thirst for discovery and 
adventure was evident when she set off hitchhiking 
around Europe with a friend just after graduating. 
This was quite an adventure for two young women 
in those days, but with the growing number of 
uniformed Nazis on the streets, 1938 was not a 

good time to be travelling in Germany and they 
returned to London. 
To support her recuperation after an illness, Joy’s 
sister suggested she might get out of London and 
go and help in the school hostel in Minehead where 
Michael Hall had been. There she got to know the 
powerful group of pioneering individuals who had 
founded the school and began herself to become 
more involved. She worked in the hostel and office, 
and, under Liselotte Mann, trained and began to 
teach Bothmer Gymnastics. The period in Minehead 
was an important period of development for the 
pioneering school, and also for Joy. 
After the War came the move to Kidbrooke Park and 
it was then that Joy met her husband Bernard. Prior 
to being called up to serve as a submariner, he had 
been involved with Michael Hall in Streatham before 
the War and had also done some teaching in 
Bothmer Gymnastics. They were married in 1946 
and in 1947 Joy had the first of their three children. 
Soon they moved away from Forest Row, Bernard 
becoming a full time beekeeper. Ten years later they 
returned to Forest Row and enabled their children to 
go through Michael Hall. Joy starting to write ‘A 
Good School – a History of Michael Hall’ in 1964. 
In the late 1970s Joy was asked whether she would 
take on the editorship of the Anthroposophical 
Review (New View) and she agreed on the basis she 
would do it as part of a group of co-editors and for a 
limited period of five years. This proved a very 
stimulating undertaking for Joy, not only in the 
opportunity to engage and contribute to the writing 
and editing, but in the great value she found in 
working collaboratively with the other younger co-
editors and the friendships that developed from this.  
In 1987, at the age of seventy, Joy began a new 
project — that of researching and writing an 
account of Rudolf Steiner’s visits to Britain. She 
worked on this project for the next seven years, 
assembling a great deal of historical material and 
drafting the narrative. A publisher was in place, but 
Joy’s eyesight was failing and she reached the point 
of realising that she would not herself be able to 
bring the project to completion. In 1994 she handed 
it over to Chrispian Villeneuve who added further 
research and form until “Rudolf Steiner in Britain – a 
documentation of his ten visits” was published in 
2004. 
In 1993 Joy and Bernard moved to a bungalow in 
Stroud, Gloucestershire where Bernard died 
peacefully five years later. Despite having become 
registered blind due to macular degeneration when 
she was seventy nine, Joy retained some peripheral 
vision. She continued to live independently and 
engage in a wide variety of activities, gardening, 
cooking, walking down and up the hill from Stroud 
to do classes in pottery and painting, singing, 
biography and educational courses, study groups, 
etc. Just after her 90th birthday she travelled with 
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her son to Seville, Spain, for a week, climbing many 
steps and walking many miles. 
However, after a “funny turn”, Joy started to need 
far more support and she moved into a care home 
near Stroud, where her children Oona and Patrick 
live. She enjoys visitors and Gale Ramm and Trish 
Rider do weekly sessions of eurythmy, massage, 
poetry and conversation. Her daughter Oona has 
encouraged her to take up knitting again, in which 
she is still remarkably productive. 
Despite problems with eyesight, hearing and short-
term memory, Joy was still able to recognise and 
chat with the many old friends and family who came 
to her 100th birthday party. She is not on any 
medication and is able to get up and walk a little 
way. What is truly remarkable is that she has 
virtually no grey hair! 
Joy’s 100th party was a wonderful day. The 
occasion brought together many old friends and 
cousins who hadn’t met for fifty years. There were 
great-grandchildren and old friends in their nineties. 
One person who Joy and her family were delighted 
was able to come was Stephen Sheen. Joy had met 
him in Minehead as a five-year-old and had taught 
him gym. Later he had taught her children Bothmer 
Gymnastics at Michael Hall, and more recently been 
the key mover in getting her book published. 
Patrick Mansfield (Class of '71) 

Martin Askew’s Bequest

I would like to announce our heartfelt gratitude to 
the late Martin Askew and his family for the 
generous donation of £40,000 to the school. Martin 
became an Upper School pupil when Michael Hall 
was located at Streatham; he had fond memories 
and strong appreciation for his teachers and his 
time at school. 
It is clear Martin thought highly of his own 
experiences as a pupil and a parent as well as what 
the School and Waldorf education as a whole strives 

to provide. Martin made provision in his will to 
ensure that others could benefit from the experience 
and education that Michael Hall has to offer. 
With a passion for languages and being particularly 
strong in German, Martin worked abroad after the 
war. He and his wife settled in East Grinstead in 
1955 and their 3 children later also attended Michael 
Hall. Martin worked in government circles for many 
years, and after his retirement he became the Chair 
of Council here at the School. 
Martin and his family have requested that the sum 
be used for Upper School pupils in need of financial 
assistance and I am delighted to accept the 
donation on behalf of the School and the pupils and 
families who will benefit from their generosity.
Davina Skinner - Resources Manager 

Class of 1991 Reunion 
Last November, 27 members of the class of 1991 
met for a reunion at Tim Voors' house near 
Amsterdam. This was the brainchild of Tim, who had 
the idea while hiking the Mid Pacific Trail in the USA 
last summer. Stephen Sheen and Daniele Gaillemin 
were also invited as class teacher and guardian. 
Peter Bark, the parallel class teacher, who died 
some years ago, was ever present in our thoughts. 

Kiyomi Taguchi, who was one of the three members 
who crossed the ‘Pond’, has written an account of 
the weekend, which is followed by short biographies 
of some of the participants: 
This August, I got a Facebook message from Tim 
Voors, titled 'Amsterdam Reunion 2016'. 
"Dear Class,”  it read, "wouldn't it be great if we 
could all see each other again?" He had included a 
couple dozen of my old Michael Hall classmates in 
the group, and it made me smile to see their names 
on my phone. 
I mulled over my busy schedule, the cost of coming 
from Seattle where I live, jet lag, some nerves. But 
instantly, I started seeing schoolmates replying in 
earnest. "Yes!" and "great idea!" and people adding 
more classmates to the group that I hadn’t seen in 
25 years. I knew I had to go. 
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On a blustery Saturday in November, nearly 30 of us 
gathered for coffee and breakfast in a large warm 
kitchen near Amsterdam. They came from a few 
miles, a few hours, or a couple of continents away 
to spend the weekend together. Tim set up food and 
lodging in his home and nearby; no children or 
spouses were allowed. What followed was a 
wonderful reunion of people who were in the class, 
from all twelve years to just one. 
Our class graduated from Michael Hall in 1991, 25 
years ago. It started as one class with teacher 
Stephen Sheen, but expanded to two parallel 
classes with Peter Bark in Class 6. The two classes 
joined again for Class 11 and 12. 
Everyone was thrilled to see that beloved Mr Sheen 
was able to make it, as well as the fabulous 
Madame Gaillemin. It was great to have them as our 
anchors for the weekend and to remind us why we 
were there. 
Between wonderful home-cooked meals, walks and 
boat rides in the wind and rain, I was able to talk to 
nearly everyone for a few minutes. People came 
from Canada, the US, Germany, Sweden, Denmark, 
England and the Netherlands. All in our early 40’s, 
we are doctors, teachers, lawyers, adventurers, 
parents, caretakers, counsellors, friends. 
A highlight of the reunion was a voice coach that 
Tim surprised us with. She led us in a 3-part 
rendition of James Bay's 'Hold Back the River', that 
was fairly ambitious! A few people threw their 
phones into the middle of the circle to record our 
voices in a pretty good harmony together. Please 
share those! 
By Sunday afternoon many bottles were emptied, 
laugh lines exercised and wee hours spent. I don’t 
think I was the only one feeling a bit teary and 
hugging anyone that came too close. I looked into 
many people's eyes and found them declaring just 
what I was going to say: "Isn't this amazing? Isn't it 
just great?" when a man confessed emotionally to 
the breakfast table that many years on, these are 
still some of his dearest friends, there was much 
nodding all around. There was a shared sense that 
we were experiencing something remarkable. I hope 
I wasn’t the only one who felt that a part of 
themselves long forgotten was reignited (and in my 
case paraded about on the dance floor!). 
More Facebook messages are being posted as I 
speak- gratitude for a great weekend, and a lifetime 
blessed by these friendships. Michael Hall was an 
amazing place that forged something enduring. It’s 
a touchstone for me still, a small fish in this big 
world ocean where anything is possible. 

Diana McDonald (Butler) 
I live in Gloucestershire with my husband Simon, 
two children Hector (15) and Daisy (14) and two 
dogs! After training at the BBC in London I have 
spent the last 22 years as a freelance TV Hair & 
Make-up Artist - doing anything from politicians in 
No.10 to period drama in the wilds of Corfu. 

Tim Voors 
After leaving Michael Hall I went to Holland to study 
graphic design at the Art Academy of Groningen. 
Shortly after I moved to Barcelona for a few years 
after which I settled in Amsterdam to work and raise 
a family with my wife Herminia with whom I have 
been together with for 20 years. Our three children 
are now 15, 13 and 11 and enjoying everything that 
Amsterdam has to offer. What a lucky place to grow 

up as a kid on a bike. I have had my own business 
for the past 12 years, and have chosen not to have 
any employees. As interim creative director I work 
for 3 to 6 months at advertising agencies around 
Europe to help fix their problems in their creative 
department. To balance the busy life of work and 
family, I walk. Walk through countries from border to 
border. And I love it. I am fortunate enough to have 
crossed Japan, USA, Spain and Holland. Thank God 
there are still lots of countries to explore. 

Emma Ghigini  
I feel very privileged to have been at Michael Hall 
School and especially to have been taught by Peter 
Bark who was able to understand me and read my 
mind at times as I was a "slow learner" due to 
having speech delay amongst other things! Being at 
Michael Hall helped to nurture my passions for Art 
and History and the desire to continue learning. 
At present I am working with my brother in law at his 
antique shop which specialises in clocks and 
barometers as well as furniture in Kensington 
Church Street in London. This summer he had an 
exhibition of Lantern and Tavern clocks in the shop 
and at the Summer Olympia Antiques Fair. I help 
with the running of the gallery. There is never a dull 
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moment as there is always something to do, such as 
winding the clocks, sorting photographs and 
answering queries. 
I am at my most happiest time in life at the moment 
even though it may not appear to be at times. 

Joelle Chantler (Matthews) 
In a nutshell, my life... Michael Hall, Ardingly, Central 
Saint Martins, married, corporate film director and 
producer, two boys, art teacher, one more boy...next 
chapter... an art therapist... perhaps? Continued 
goals... Give more, laugh more, slow down more, 
smile more...enjoy life... live in another country...walk 
the Camino, visit the world...be happy, be kinder. We 
were blessed with a wonderful class teacher, 
Sheeny, who was 'down to earth' and 'out door 
adventurous'.... he wasn't a complainer and used 
simple matter of fact... I believe this helped our 
class become the class it continues to be 25 years 
on. Relaxed, sincere, solid and full of fun in each 
other's company. I'm truly grateful for having this 
wonderful group of friends close by - even if it is 
only once or twice in a blue moon we come 
together. I'm indebted to Tim, it takes a special one 
to get the ball rolling. Big love to you all for the 
people you are and keep becoming. Keep wise, 
keep searching, keep questioning, keep smiling, 
keep strong. 

Ben Leeves 
Tim asked if I would share with you the video from 
our amazing class reunion in Amsterdam hosted by 
Tim, which you can find below on dropbox: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/toaidf1vk2a72qk/
AADagCF54OpNc5xQP7JR3NQAa?dl=0

Bryony Blake, makeup artist and TV presenter 
(Class of '01) 

I think my interest in makeup came at a very young 
age. I always loved movies, especially old 
Hollywood musicals, and with my mother being a TV 
presenter when I was growing up I had an insight to 

the TV world. I loved playing with my mum’s old 
theatre makeup and when my friends came round 
from school we constantly played makeup. 
When it came to deciding what I wanted to do as a 
career, I always thought of all the things I loved 
doing — movies, helping people, and art. Put all that 
together and I came up with the idea of being a 
Makeup Artist. 
Being at Michael Hall allowed me to really 
experiment when it came to art, and the standard of 
art was so incredible I always knew I wanted to do 
something in relation to that — so I decided to take 
my art further and went on to Reigate College of Art. 
After completing a year’s foundation course in art 
and on the side doing a Theatre Makeup course in 
the evenings, I decided to apply to university. The 
only one at the time that did a makeup degree was 
the London College of Fashion in Oxford Street, so I 
applied and got in. 
Once I’d completed my degree I went on to 
assisting lots of different makeup artists, mainly 
ones that were in TV and music, so I ended up being 
an assistant on a brand new TV show called X 
Factor. And, as they say, the rest is history. 
Since then I have been lucky enough to work on 
some of the best TV shows in the UK, such as 
Britain’s Got Talent, Strictly Come Dancing, Ant & 
Dec’s Saturday night Take Away, The Voice, This 
Morning and many others. 
There are so many elements to being a Makeup 
Artist, every day is different. I am freelance so I may 
not work every day, which can be scary when you 
don’t know when your next job is. One day I could 
be sitting in a studio watching a man dressed as a 
Goldfish roller skating (Britain’s Got Talent) to flying 
on a private jet with a music artist who’s about to 
perform to 10,000 people. 
I have recently been on the other side of the camera 
(which I still find terrifying) where I am the beauty 
expert on ITV’s This Morning, which allows me to 
teach viewers at home about new products and 
easy ways to apply them. 
Being a Makeup Artist may seem really glamorous, 
but it’s also really hard work. You do have to cope 
with long hours, different egos and personalities; 
you have to learn to observe and be patient. To 
work under huge amounts of pressure but make it 
look effortless. It’s not easy and it’s not for everyone 
but I love every moment of it. 
I get up every day and think, I get to make someone 
feel and look beautiful today — and for me it doesn’t 
get better than that. 
Check out Bryony’s work on Twitter and Instagram: 
Bryony_Blake 
And her YouTube channel is Bryony Blake 
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Reinoud Ford, professional cellist 
(Class of '01) 

Reinoud, now aged 33, pursues an exciting portfolio 
of projects in his musical career. He began to play 
the cello at the age of eight under Marina Logie. At 
the age of twelve he was given a place at the Yehudi 
Menuhin School, a school for gifted string and piano 
players, where he was taught by Louise Hopkins. 
Reinoud continued his studies with Louise at her 
Cello Class at the Guildhall School of Music and 
Drama, from which he graduated with First Class 
Honours. He next went on to gain a Masters from 
GSMD. 
As a soloist, Reinoud enjoyed playing the C.P.E. 
Bach Concerto with orchestra at the Menuhin 
Festival in Gstaad. As a student at the Guildhall, he 
won the Guilhermina Suggia Award, the Flame 
competition in Paris and was a runner-up in the final 
of the Royal Overseas League Competition. He has 
performed as a soloist in the UK and abroad. Most 
recently he performed the Haydn C Major Concerto 
with the 12 Ensemble in the Ashdown Music Festival 
and has performed unaccompanied Bach in the 
Concertgebouw and Theater Carre (Amsterdam), the 
National Concert Hall (Dublin) and the Roundhouse 
and the Palladium (London). 
Reinoud has extensive experience as a chamber 
musician and has played in several acclaimed 
ensembles (Idomeneo Quartet, Brodowski Quartet 
and as a temporary member of the Cavaleri 
Quartet). He is currently a member of the 
Cellophony Octet (who have released several CDs) 
and has played with the Benyounes Quartet. At the 
Guildhall, Reinoud was awarded a Junior Fellowship 
in Chamber Music; in chamber competition he won 
the Royal Overseas League and Tunnell Trust. In 
2011 he was selected as Park Lane Group Young 
Artist. As a chamber musician, Reinoud has 
performed in prestigious venues in the UK such as 
the Barbican, the Wigmore Hall and the Purcell 
Room. Reinoud was privileged to hone his chamber 
musicianship under the tutelage of Rainer Schmidt 
(Hagen Quartet), Gunther Pichler (Alban Berg 
Quartet) Bernard Greenhouse, Alastair Tait and 

others. As an orchestra player Reinoud plays 
regularly with several London orchestras, among 
others the Academy of St Martin in the Fields with 
whom he has toured in the USA and Australia. He is 
currently associate Principal of the Aurora Chamber 
Orchestra. 
In 2012 Reinoud inaugurated the Ashdown Music 
Festival in Forest Row. This is an annual classical 
music event that brings together celebrated 
international performers and local musicians from 
his boyhood county of West Sussex. As Festival 
Director Reinoud programmes ambitious projects, 
such as the World Premiere of Vivaldi’s Four 
Seasons arranged for eight cellos and solo violin 
(2013) and British tenor Mark Padmore performing 
Vaughan-Williams (2015). Reinoud was Musical 
Director of the Sainte Mere Festival from 2011-2016. 
Reinoud pursues a number of unique projects 
outside the classical music scene. He performs, 
composes and tours with singer-songwriter Keaton 
Henson. In 2014, Keaton released a critically-
acclaimed album, Romantic Works, co-written by 
and featuring Reinoud. Reinoud and Keaton have 
composed the music for the ballet Young Men for 
the internationally-recognised Ballet Boyz, an all-
male ballet ensemble which was premiered in 
Sadler’s Wells. In summer 2016 Reinoud recorded 
the Solo Cello parts with BBC Concert Orchestra for 
the Ballet Boyz for the on-screen version of Young 
Men which was screened in November 2016. 
Reinoud also finds time to play on diverse 
recordings as a session musician. He is himself 
increasingly requested to “fix” musicians for musical 
events. He is currently the musical director for the 
Ballet Boyz. 
Marianne Ford - former parent
www.ashdownmusicfestival.co.uk 
www.reinoudford.com

The Ashdown Music Festival  
This year it will be a one-day event - on Saturday 
November 11th. 
Next year we aim to have a three-day extravaganza 
again! 
For details of concerts and tickets nearer the time: 
www.ashdownmusicfestival.co.uk 
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It’s a small Waldorf World 
Lennox Smith (Class of '16) is on a gap year that has 
taken him around central America; he is now in 
Japan: 

I wanted to write to you about a lovely experience I 
had last week. I'm currently travelling around 
Guatemala with classmate Mirai Kato and last week 
we were staying in San Marcos La Laguna on the 
shores of Lago de Atitlan. 
During our stay there we were lucky enough to visit 
Escuela Caracol, a Guatemalan Waldorf school. A 
lot of things about it were strangely familiar, albeit in 
a completely different environment to Michael Hall. 
But to be in the middle of Guatemala and see five-
sided windows, watercolour paintings, and 
blackboard drawings was quite an experience! Of 
course there were more native aspects as well like 
the mango trees in the garden and the fact the 
Kindergarten children make tortillas instead of bread 
every Friday. 
The school itself comprises 90 children ranging from 
Kindergarten to Class 6, and 18 members of staff, a 
mixture of locals and international volunteers. Many 
of the kids are from traditional Mayan backgrounds 
and less than 20 percent of them can pay for their 
schooling, meaning that the organisation runs 
largely on donations. 
You can find more on their website 
escuelacaracol.org  Anyway I thought you might be 
interested in our experience of the global Steiner 
community, even though sadly we don't have time 
to stay and volunteer there. 

The Hop Yard 
Alex Campbell-Lloyd (Class of '95) Raphael Vraets 
(Class of '14) and Adam Harman-Clarke (Class of 
'01) set up the Hop Yard in 2014. Now, at the last 
count, more than a dozen former Michael Hall 
students are involved in running this, Forest Row’s 

hottest new venue – offering everything from yoga 
and osteopathy to beer, burgers and delicious 
sourdough pizzas: 

Since its beginnings as a microbrewery in 2012 the 
Hop Yard Brewing Company has continued to grow. 
While continuing with the special beers, live 
entertainment and now pizzas, the Hop Yard plans 
to open a restaurant at the end of May. 
The new venture will have a variety of food including 
small plates, wood-fired sourdough pizzas, and 
burgers, including a gluten-free vegan option for the 
burgers and triple-cooked fries. There will be a 
choice of seasonal dishes made with locally 
sourced produce. The emphasis is on local, fresh 
and fermented foods. 
Others at the Hop Yard are: 
Bridget Wilkes (Class of '15), Jacob Markies (Class 
of '13), Louis Andrews (Class of '16), Harry van der 
Merwe (Class of '13), Henry Ahlemeyer (Class of 
'12).   Recently, Alina Morgantti (Class of '15), Mara 
Morgantti (Class of '09) and Szofia McDougall (Class 
of '13) have also worked there. 
The following are all in Class 11: Raj Stevenson, 
Charlie Brodwick-Ward, Jan Macbean, Will Davis, 
Kaiha Chapman von Wedel. 
http://www.hopyardbrewing.co.uk/ 
hello@hopyardbrewing.co.uk 

A parallel venture, Yard Yoga was set up by two 
sisters, Sarah Campbell-Lloyd (nee Vraets, Class of 
'99) and Daphne Harman-Clarke (nee Vraets, Class 
of '02) in 2014. Sarah is a yoga teacher and Daphne 
is an osteopath. Together they have set up a studio 
which offers a wide range of yoga styles (Vinyasa 
Flow, Alignment, Rebalance, Integral, Yin, 
Pregnancy and Hot Yoga) as well as osteopathy and 
other treatments. The studio has an organic café 
which sells cold pressed juices, smoothies and 
plant-based health food both sweet and savoury. 
The aim for the studio is to provide an all-round 
wellbeing lifestyle. 
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The studio is right in the heart of Forest Row in the 
old Dickson and Church warehouse. What has been 
amazing about setting up the studio in the old 
warehouse is that we have opened the building 
back up to the public and have created a real hub 
for the community. New friendships have formed 
and it has connected many people in the village who 
would not normally have crossed paths. 
The roll-call of former Michael Hall students at Yard 
Yoga also includes: 
Aurora Morganite (nee Myrthe Vraets, Class of ’04), 
Rosie Griffiths (Class of '14)  
Amelie Peace and Evie Comber (Class of '15),  
www.yardyoga.co.uk 
email info@yardyoga.co.uk

News about Teachers 

Farewell from Joelle Chantler, our much loved Art 
teacher: 
Dearest all 
As a pupil, teacher, and parent, Michael Hall has 
been a huge part of my life. I don’t think I have ever 
missed an Advent Fair in order to get my gnome 
home fix. So, with a heavy heart I made a 
tremendously difficult decision at the beginning of 
this school year to leave Michael Hall. Sadly, the 
balance of work and home life has been somewhat 
skewered. I simply love teaching my pupils and it 
has been hugely rewarding to help them reach their 
full potential. What a wonderful job…albeit 

challenging at times. So a 'big up’ to my colleagues 
across all departments - keep strong, keep healthy. 
We are not super humans and that alone makes you 
my heroes. I strongly believe that Waldorf education 
is utterly inspirational, as is our school, which I will 
continue to cherish and support. 
In the meantime I hope to take some time out to be 
more present with my children and build upon my 
teaching skills by studying art therapy in a part-time 
capacity at Tobias School of Arts & Therapy. 
Hopefully that may one day lead me back to Michael 
Hall with more to share. In true Mama Mia style... 'so 
I say thank you for the music, for giving it to me' - I 
am so grateful for the opportunity. Much love to you 
all...the school, colleagues, parents and pupils. I 
leave you with my favourite phrases ‘'oh for 
goodness sake’, 'you’re late' and ‘just do your best'. 
Peace and happiness. 
Joelle Chantler (Class of '91)

Ted Roberts: 

a short biography of myself

When asked to write this I wondered if there was 
anything more to say after 43 years of brush, chalk 
and talk, apart from my efforts to sow a few artistic 
seeds during my years at Michael Hall. 
Perhaps I should start with a picture of my life 
before Michael Hall. I grew up in the Cotswolds in 
Cheltenham, and spent my early childhood years 
rampaging through “sharp garlic woods and blue 
blazed fields” as Laurie Lee would have it! Those 
tribal years along with school soon passed and left 
me pondering on what next? I had always scribbled 
on paper to see how good I could become at 
copying things. Some of my results turned out very 
well, which led me to the thought that a life with 
brush, pencil and paper might just be for me. I 
would become an artist! Without more ado, I soon 
embarked upon a four-year course at Gloucester 
College of Art. The group I joined was small and we 
quickly bonded into a studio of industrial hopefuls. 
Those years were blessed. The Cheltenham Arts 
Festival was in its infancy and many nationally 
famous artists came to exhibit and talk about their 
work. Among them Stanley Spencer, Lynn Chawick, 
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and a very dynamic art critic, John Berger. All very 
inspiring, which spurred me on to realise what 
potential I might have as an artist. Well, those 
wonderful years also came to an end and left me 
once again on the threshold of what next? 
The dreams and hopes of those student years 
brought me up sharply against the realities of life 
itself. I had moved to Stroud, looking for somewhere 
to live and found myself knocking on the door of 
Hawkwood College, which had advertised a gate 
house for rent. This was to be a turning point for me, 
the door that opened led me into Anthroposophy 
and the educational work of Rudolf Steiner. 
Margaret Bennell, who ran Hawkwood, had also 
been a founder member of Wynstones School. It 
was through discussions with her that led me to a 
meeting with Cecil Harwood of Michael Hall School. 

Much happened during 
this period, but suffice 
it to say that the 
dominant feeling that 
struck me was that I 
was “coming home.” 
Unbelievably, teaching 
was to be my future! 
Certainly not in the 
plan! How was I to 
marry my initial desire 
to live the life as an 
artist and teach as 
well? The shock that 
greeted me in the early 
years of the school was 
coming into contact 
with the art. The very 
free use of colour was 

in strong contrast to my own, somewhat stiff, 
academic background. This slowly proved the 
renewal in my outlook, and certainly played a big 
part in my own work, which I kept alive during my 
teaching. 
As for the life of an artist, I found real opportunities 
in designing and painting scenery for productions of 
the Upper School Drama Club, which was run by my 
colleague Warren Ashe. Working on such a big scale 
was both challenging and inspiring and it would not 
be long before I began to chance my arm at 
designing and directing my own productions which 
opened up a completely new world of expression. 
Looking back, I can only be very grateful for the 
years of teaching which as much as anything I was 
able to give out, I also received in abundance. There 
we are! I have now reached the age of invisibility, 
what am I left with? Well, actually a stable full of 
blank paper and canvas which beckons me on! 
So before I lay down my pen or the brush, I would 
like to mention one little book which has been a 
great source of immense pleasure and inspiration 
down the years. Many of you will know it from your 
French lessons. Yes! The Little Prince, by Antoine de 

St Exupéry (see 
page 3) The book 
explores the 
need to question 
something we 
often fear. It 
opens essentially 
to the power of 
imagination and 
many of you will 
recall the 
author’s first 
meeting with the 
Little Prince, who 
demanded 
Exupéry draw 
him a sheep. All 
his efforts were met with rejection. Why? Because 
as a child all artistic efforts were discouraged by the 
adult world in favour of more academic subjects. 
Out of exasperation the author hit upon the idea of 
the following, 

accompanied with the explanation that the sheep he 
was searching for was inside! Well, is he? That has 
been something for me to ponder on! So now I will 
close with the thought and hope that wherever you 
are, and whatever you are doing, that you are 
singing the song that makes your heart beat faster. 
All the above would not have been possible without 
the support of my wife, Irmin, who kept me fed and 
watered at the chalk face. She also taught some 
French and German, along with a spell in the office, 
dealing with Admissions, and played violin in Cecil 
Cope’s concerts. Susanna and Oliver, our offspring, 
whose comments kept me focused on classroom 
essentials, now try in vain to educate me in the use 
of modern technological communications, but have 
finally realised that I am wedded to pen and paper, 
(snail mail) I’m told, but the BBC has cottoned on to 
the idea of “slow BBC”, so I am not alone! Hope 
springs eternal. 
Ted has many beautiful paintings for sale including 
the ones featured in this newsletter. If you are 
interested do contact him on 01342 822568 
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Old Scholars who have died 

Terence Conoley  
1919 – 2016 (Class of 1937)

By his son, Chris Conoley (Class of '66) 

Dad was always a 
huge supporter of 
Michael Hall and his 
schooldays were 
always remembered 
with great affection. He 
felt that the love of the 
arts they gave him 
encouraged his future 
career as an opera 
singer and actor. No 
surprise, then, that he 
was keen that I should 
follow in his footsteps 
to the school, for which 

I shall always be grateful. 
Having survived the dangers of the war he trained 
as an opera singer at the Guildhall of Music and 
Drama, then took himself off to Milan in Italy to 
finish his study as an opera singer under the 
guidance of a famous Italian maestro. My trips to 
see him there, in a little Austin and later a ‘flying 
boat’ were the foundations of my engineering 
career. 
Once he was established as a singer, I saw little of 
him as he travelled the world and musicals like 
‘Oliver’ took him from the West End of London to 
Japan! Although, when he was performing at 
Glyndebourne, he was close enough to school for 
regular visits. 
Following his time as an opera singer, Dad chose to 
move into musicals and then acting on stage and 
television. His contribution to TV comedy in 
productions such as Fawlty Towers, Reggie Perrin 
and many other shows brought a great deal of 
pleasure to all of us. 
Later in life I was very proud to see him acting and 
singing at the Chichester Festival Theatre. He 
continued to work until the age of 89. 
Always a keen sports fan, Dad supported my 
amateur motor racing exploits with huge 
enthusiasm and dragged his second wife, Roberta, 
to many far-off circuits to help out. I had to smile 
when he came to a race at Monza in Italy, I thought 
back to the old days in Milan and the role reversal. 
When schedules allowed we would arrange a trip to 
the Midsummer Festival together, where we enjoyed 
meeting old friends. He seemed to know and 
remember many more old scholars than I did! 

Both of my parents were at Michael Hall School 
during its time in Streatham and then later we lived 
as a family at Broadstone, where my mother 
assisted the Sheen family in the running of the 
hostel. 
Dad’s roots were deeply embedded in the spirit of 
the School. He had a good life and enjoyed it to the 
end.

Recollections of Wolfi von Havas/ de 
Havas 1933-2017 (Class of 1949)

Told to his daughter Jackie de Havas (Class of '74) 
I joined Michael Hall 
one week before my 
seventh birthday in 
September 1940 in 
Minehead at Elmcroft 
hostel, run, I believe, 
by Miss Fox. I 
actually had my 
interview with Mr 
Mann in Streatham 
before the move to 
Minehead. 
Having arrived in 
England for the first 
time in 1938, I only 
spoke German but 
one term in Minehead 
was enough for me to learn English: I had only 
spoken German until my arrival at Michael Hall. 
In 1941 my mother died at the age of 28 and shortly 
after this my father, being of Austro/Hungarian 
nationality, was interned in the Isle of Man with most 
other aliens whose countries were fighting in World 
War 2 against the Allies. This meant that I was at 
Michael Hall not just in term time but also in the 
holidays at Longbridge, where all children went 
whose parents were in the war or elsewhere. 
In 1943, when my father was allowed back into the 
country, he obviously had to find a job. This was as 
a teacher at the Edinburgh Rudolf Steiner School 
where he taught French, Latin and Mathematics and 
I, of course, had to leave Michael Hall and go to the 
Edinburgh school. At the end of 1946 we left 
Edinburgh and moved to Camphill for my father’s 
next appointment. I wanted to return to Michael Hall 
but was only able to do so after spending one year 
at Wynstones and then back to Michael Hall for 
1948 and 1949 after which I went to the Tuebinger 
WaldorfSchule in Germany for a couple of terms to 
refresh my German which I had forgotten almost 
immediately after joining Michael Hall in 1940. 
Although far from London, we did also experience 
the war in Minehead and I well remember a German 
Junkers bomber crashing close to Elmcroft and all 
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the children descending on the crash site and 
collecting souvenirs from the crashed plane, 
including live ammunition. The police visited the 
school the next day to collect everything we had 
found at the crash site. 
We had a class reunion a few years back where I sat 
next to someone I had not seen since the Minehead 
days. I told him about the Junkers crash and he 
amazingly told me he was also there collecting bits 
and pieces. Some of the bomber crew survived the 
crash and were on the loose until I met one of them 
outside Elmcroft. He obviously spoke no English 
and gave me hand signs showing that he had come 
from the sky but I did not realise it until after the 
event, which was a pity because at the time I still 
spoke German. 
In 1948 my father started his own Rudolf Steiner 
school (Salmons Cross School) for handicapped 
children in Reigate, Surrey; it was very successful 
but came to an end in 1964 when my father died. 
We had 70 children and my father was able to find 
them new homes just before he died. One of those 
children who is now in his sixties still comes to visit 
us and the first children to come to the school were 
twins who later came to Michael Hall and are now 
very successful in what they do, one in England and 
the other in New Zealand to where she moved many 
years ago. 
At the time of my return to Michael Hall I was at 
Broadstone, run by Arthur Sheen, the father of 
Stephen. Arthur Sheen was class teacher for the 
class below mine and in my estimation was 
probably the best teacher during the period of my 
return. He was also a great disciplinarian, so lacking 
in today’s world. I remember being sent back from 
Kidbrooke to Broadstone because I had forgotten 
my school cap, compulsory in those days together 
with the blue school blazer and grey shorts. Also 
being relegated to the library table for a night’s 
sleep because I had complained about the quantity 
of food for a meal, having said it was enough for a 
mouse! 
My dormitory was on the top floor and we set up a 
crystal set under the floor with wires to all the beds 
where we could plug in earphones and listen to the 
BBC World Service which broadcast from Ashdown 
Forest and is now used as a police training centre. 
We also had a light mounted under the mantelpiece 
which came on when Mr Sheen was on his way up 
to our dormitory, controlled by a switch under the 
lino of one of the steps leading up to our floor. I also 
set up a jamming station with a Morse Code set and 
the matron on the floor below wondered why she 
had so much interference from her radio. Lastly, we 
dressed up a broom as a boy, put it by the window 
after dark and made a noise so the matron came to 
investigate and told the boy at the window to 
immediately go back to bed. Needless to say, the 
so-called boy did not move. 

All in all, the boys at Broadstone had a lot of fun in 
spite of the discipline which was much appreciated 
by me when I later joined the RAF for two years 
National Service and was not fazed by the discipline 
which many others found difficult to accept. 
This article does not dwell too much on Michael Hall 
but does relate to the memories of one of its pupils 
over a ten-year period and will hopefully be of 
interest to at least some of the old scholars who 
were around at the time.

Francis Crockford 
1938-2016 (Class of 1956)

Nick Wrigley (Class of '56) pens some words about 
“my old friend and school classmate” 
Francis was born on 
16th January 1938 of an 
English father and a 
German mother, who 
died when Francis was 
aged five. Sadly, Dad 
could not manage on his 
own, so Francis was 
passed to the care of an 
uncle and aunt who lived 
at Birch Grove near 
Horsted Keynes, so he 
was well placed for 
access to Michael Hall. 
He travelled daily down 
the A22 on the 92 bus, 
and we would meet up at Highgate Green for the 
final leg down the Cowpath. 
He joined the class of Frank Bircumshaw as one of 
the first to be up and running in the new Kidbrooke 
home after the Minehead evacuation, in about 1947, 
just before I also started in Margaret Russel's class 
with a one-year gap between them. Soon those 
classes joined, sharing the eldest from one and 
youngest from the other, so we found ourselves 
together in Arthur Sheen's class for the rest of our 
schooling. Francis and I loved cycling and as soon 
as we were old enough we visited often via Wych 
Cross on our bikes. 
That class finished Class 12 in 1956, and Francis 
joined up for his National Service with a posting to 
Cyprus at the time of the EOKA uprising, spending 
much of it on motorbike patrols in the Troodos 
mountains. He then followed his uncle/stepfather 
into Lloyds of London aged 22; after some years of 
learning the ropes he moved into insurance 
brokerage, from which he eventually retired aged 58. 
I did not see much of him during those years, but I 
picture him with bowler and rolled umbrella traipsing 
over London Bridge with hundreds of other City 
men. 
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Along the way Francis married Jan in September 
1966, and by and by they had first Russell (who 
sadly died before his Dad) and then Kate, who still 
lives near her mum at Lindfield. Sadly, Crock's 
retirement was marred with cardiac-related ill 
health, causing him to lose a leg, and then an eye 
during surgery for a brain tumour. Little daunted, he 
and Jan travelled a good deal, including horse riding 
in the US Rockies, plus annual visits to Cornwall 
latterly, when we were able to see them a few more 
times. A build-up of related health problems finally 
caused his death on 11 November 2016.

Edith McFarlane, nee Slaughter 
1944-2016 (Class of 1962)

A few of my memories of Edith, who I remember 
with great love. By Angela Holloway (Class of '59) 

Please excuse if 
the dates are 
wrong — my 
elderly brain 
doesn't seem to 
work as well as it 
should. 
I first met Edith 
the late 1940s or 
early 1950s when 
we were both 
crazy about 

horses and went riding as much as possible at the 
Lumsden's stables: we spent a lot of the time 
mucking out as we were informed we must do the 
dirty work as well as the enjoyment part. We also 
really enjoyed swimming and spent quite a lot of 
time at the East Grinstead pool, and joined the club. 
Edith and I liked to camp out at the garden where 
usually we were tormented by John Michael. I 
always found it great fun at the Slaughter's house as 
Edith’s mother was a bit chaotic and such fun — 
such a change to my rather organised life at home. 
Another thing we enjoyed was furtively helping 
ourselves to the fruit in the wall garden (didn't we 
all). 
In 1955/56 I moved to East Grinstead with my family 
and spent more time training at the pool and so less 
time with Edith and the horses, though Edith used to 
come and stay sometimes, so it was lovely for me to 
be with her. In 1959/60 I moved down to the West 
Country and lost touch with her. 
Many years later I moved to South Africa where I 
had two more children. As I came out of the 
Doctor’s surgery in Cape Town I looked at the 
people in the waiting room and there was Edith, very 
pregnant with her daughter. We were both amazed 
and delighted that we had found each other again: 
she lived in Cape Town and I was in Somerset West 
(35 miles apart). We kept in touch and Edith would 

come and spend time with me and my family. She 
finally decided to leave her controlling husband and 
came and stayed with us, which was lovely for Edith 
and myself. She finally left and went up to 
Johannesburg to be with her family. And again we 
lost touch. 
In 2008 my ex-school friends found me on Friends 
Reunited. I received a list from Stephen and found 
John Michael and hence Edith: we met up again at 
John Michael's party to welcome his Thai wife to 
England, and the day after the party Edith was well 
enough to travel down to Devon and spend a couple 
of very enjoyable days with me catching up with old 
times and fun we had had in the old days. 
I will always remember Edith for the happy days and 
the joy she bought to my life. Edith, I love you and 
know that now you are at peace – and, yes, 
someday we may catch up again!

A personal appreciation of Edith by Penny Wilson-
Smith (Class of '60): 
It's taken me a while to write this, because I feel 
quite emotional still. 
I went to Edith's funeral service. 
It was a celebration of the lovely, warm caring 
person she was and this remained until she died. 
There was certainly a great feeling of warmth and 
inclusion in her Church that day, which helped J M 
and her friends cope with the sadness. 
I say "her Church" because it became a very 
important part of her life. She found great comfort 
and solace from her strong belief and the affection 
and warmth she received from many who worshiped 
there. 
Look............ I am a realist, a realist about the 
prospect of death. We are all getting older, frailer, 
illness lays us low and disability cramps our style, 
but the reason for my great sadness and many 
others too, is the crippling effect bi-polar can have 
on a life. 
A life with so much potential. 
Although Edith spent many months of her life in 
hospital. 
She had also achieved much. 
She became nurse of the year in her last year of 
UCH. No mean feat! 
She became a fully qualified theatre nurse. 
She travelled the world aboard yachts. As crew and 
cook. In her younger days. 
She made loyal friends wherever she went and kept 
them . 
Two nurses that she trained with supported her right 
to the end of her life, as did her loyal, caring brother, 
John Michael. 
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I know Sya, Edith's daughter, will not mind me 
writing this to you all because, although she could 
not be there on the day of the funeral, she sent a 
lovely video. 
A Eulogy which brought her mother back to life, for 
all who knew her. It was full of warmth, gentle 
humour and anecdotes all delivered with her 
"mother’s smile", which I am guessing most of the 
class will remember; she discussed Edith's great 
sense of humour and fun and all the happy times 
they shared. 
It was a brave video too, because Sya asked us all 
to reach out to our friends if we feel depression 
might be taking over their lives, as she also suffers 
from bi-polar. 
She and her little sons had all decided that they 
would bake scones, and have them with jam and 
cream to celebrate their grandmother's life on the 
day of the service, as she used to love a traditional 
tea! I can imagine them all smothered in jam and 
cream, sitting outside in the warm South African 
sunshine telling funny stories about Granny! 
We are fortunate to have known her. RIP dear Edith. 

Bridget Askew Sprung

1948-2016 (Class of 1966)

By Karen Gierlach (nee Askew, Class of '61) 

Outgoing and friendly by 
nature, Bridget made 
friends easily and her 
radiant smile, her charm 
and her beauty were 
commented upon by all 
who met her. She had an 
artist’s eye and deeply 
appreciated everything of 
beauty around her. Kind 
and generous to a fault, 
she could also be very 
funny, intuitive and 
insightful about people. 
Bridget spent her first 

seven years in Germany. When the family moved 
back to England, she joined Jesse Darrell’s class at 
Michael Hall. Two of her school years she spent in 
Bangkok with our parents and our new little brother, 
Jonathan. She often spoke of how grateful she was 
for having had the experience of living in such a rich 
and colourful environment at an impressionable age. 
After leaving Michael Hall, Bridget attended 
secretarial school and worked in London. Early in 
her twenties she spent time on a Kibbutz in Israel 
where she made several important lifelong friends 
from France. Still in her twenties, she married John 
Price and lived with him in London. Seven years 
later, after she and John had divorced, Bridget 

moved to Paris, the city she adored and in which 
she was to spend her next 36 years. 
In Paris, Bridget began her French life with Olivier, a 
young lawyer and her future husband. Soon Laura 
was born and Alexandra followed a few years later. 
Bridget had longed to become a mother, so was 
delighted with their arrival. She loved them dearly 
and they became very central to her existence. 
Although their lives were rooted in France, Bridget 
made sure that her daughters learned English and 
as a family they travelled frequently to England to 
visit the grandparents and their uncle and aunt, as 
well as English friends. 
In her thirties, Bridget began teaching private 
English lessons to children in her neighbourhood. 
These lessons, taught in her lively and child-friendly 
way, continued until early last year. They proved to 
be fulfilling work for Bridget, as well as much 
appreciated by her pupils and their parents. 
At age 52, Bridget trained to become a teacher of 
Alexander Technique, an approach to healing and 
life that she felt helped her as much as it did the 
Alexander students she subsequently taught. She 
came into contact with a new circle of friends in 
whose company she explored different approaches 
to healing, travelled to India and other places and, 
shortly before she became ill, made a small 
pilgrimage to Mont St Michel. 
Bridget bore her final year of illness with courage 
and grace, despite constant pain and ever less 
hopeful cancer diagnoses. Although all of us around 
her did not want to imagine that she would leave us 
so soon, Bridget calmly accepted her destiny. After 
bouts of chemotherapy in hospital, she spent her 
final weeks at home in Paris, cared for lovingly by 
her daughters and visited by close family and 
friends, including her new granddaughter, Romane, 
who gave her the greatest joy. 
Bridget departed this life at peace and without a 
struggle. Her funeral and cremation took place in 
Paris; her ashes reside in the Christian Community 
Memorial Garden in Forest Row, as was her wish. 
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Angus Macbeth

1942-2017 (Class of 1960)

 

Angus was at Michael 
Hall for four years 
altogether (Class 6, 
and then 10, 11 and 
12), so several people 
will remember him. 
Here, we reproduce 
his obituary published 
in the Washington 
Post in January
Angus C. Macbeth, an 
environmentalist and 
member of an 
unofficial cadre of 
lawyers who helped 

shape environmental regulations in the years 
following the 1970 creation of the Environmental 
Protection Agency, died Jan. 22 at his home in 
Washington. He was 74. 
The cause was cardiovascular disease, said a son, 
Hampden Macbeth. 
Mr. Macbeth was among the earliest members of the 
Natural Resources Defense Council, organized in 
1970 by a group of seven classmates at Yale Law 
School. It is now an organization of about 500 
lawyers, scientists and policy experts that litigates 
and lobbies for environmental issues at the federal, 
state and local level. 
As an NRDC lawyer in the 1970s, Mr. Macbeth helped 
bring about Consolidated Edison electric company’s 
abandonment of plans to build a power plant at 
Storm King Mountain on the Hudson River. On behalf 
of the Hudson River Fishermen’s Association, he 
argued in litigation that the plant would be injurious 
to fish in the river. 
During the Jimmy Carter administration, Mr. Macbeth 
was chief of environmental enforcement at the 
Justice Department. From 1981 to 1983, he was 
special counsel to the Commission on Wartime 
Relocation and Internment of Civilians, which 
investigated the World War II roundup of ethnic 
Japanese in the United States and their confinement 
in camps. 
He wrote a report on the commission’s work, 
“Personal Justice Denied,” which concluded, “Not a 
single documented act of espionage, sabotage or 
fifth column activity was committed by an American 
citizen of Japanese ancestry or by a resident 
Japanese alien on the West Coast.” 
The report served as a basis for the 1988 legislation 
that gave Japanese internment camp survivors an 
apology, $20,000 individual reparations and an 
education fund. 

Angus Christian Macbeth was born May 9, 1942, in 
Los Angeles, where his father was a lawyer. 
Mr. Macbeth grew to around 6-feet-2, and his formal 
manner gave off an air of confident authority. He also 
spoke with a slightly British accent, likely acquired 
during his high school years, when he attended an 
English boarding school. 
Bart Barnes 

Donald Thorpe 

died 2015 (Class of 1959) 

Penny Wirz (Class of '64), Donald’s sister, was asked 
to write a little about his life 

Donald passed 
away in December 
2015. He had been 
ill for some time 
with emphysema 
and lived in Las 
Palmas, Canary 
Islands. 
After leaving 
Michael Hall Donald 
joined Frampton's 
Nurseries of 
Worthing and 
Chichester, growers 
of Chrysanthemums 

and Carnations. After two years he went with one of 
the Frampton brothers to start up a nursery in The 
Canary Islands. They used to export 9,000,000 
cuttings all over Europe and, latterly, flowers when 
he started his own co-operative with his colleagues 
in the nineties. 
It was an amazing time as they built it up from very 
primitive structures into acres of sophisticated 
greenhouses with all that entails. His speciality was 
production and monitoring plant diseases. 
Apart from four years back in the UK between 1974 
and 1978, Donald, his wife Carole and three children 
lived in the Canaries. He loved his life there and his 
work. His children went to the British school. Lisa 
and Nick are now here in the UK and his youngest, 
Caroline, is still out there. 
Donald visited us every year in the summer and we 
have many lovely memories of holidays on the 
Broads with them all, in Holland and latterly at our 
home. 
Although Donald didn't keep up with the old 
scholars’ reunions, he always spoke very fondly 
about his friends and being at Michael Hall, a very 
special time. 
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Christof König

1933-2016 (Class of 1950)

Edited by Jonty Sommervell (Class of '50/'51) 

It was Christof’s 
destiny to be the son 
of Karl and Tilla König 
and therefore to be 
part of the beginnings 
and development of 
Camphill from the 
earliest time and, by 
choosing to live in 
Camphill, until the end 
of his life. He related 
to this with an attitude 
of respect for his 
heritage and the 
achievements of his 
parents and their 

young friends, but he didn’t take himself too 
seriously and was modest and reticent about his 
special biography. 
He was born in Pilgramshain curative home in 
Silesia where his father was medical superintendent 
and had a medical practice. He was named 
Bernward but on his tenth birthday he began to be 
called Christof. 
When the Nazi threat grew the family moved to 
Vienna in 1936 and the seeds of Camphill were 
planted through the work of Karl König with the 
youth groups. The annexation of Austria in March 
1938 meant the family had to flee, first Dr König 
then Mrs König and the children who made their 
way to Scotland, arriving in Kirkton House in March 
1939. 
Initially the König children joined the schooling 
provided by the young co-workers for the group of 
children with disabilities, making this education truly 
inclusive, then later they went to boarding school, 
first the Steiner School in Edinburgh then two years 
later Michael Hall in Sussex. Christof had many 
friends and was more interested in socialising than 
learning from books. 
Christof did his military service in Northern Ireland 
and regarded this as a formative time in his life. 
Afterwards he worked on farms in England and 
Sweden then helped his mother in the hostel for 
school children she had started in Gloucestershire 
and worked at The Grange. 
There he met Annemarie and they married in 1959. 
They spent a year in Zimbabwe, where for a time 
there was a hope of starting a Camphill Village, until 
political trouble there led to their return to Britain. 
They moved to the Camphill community at Glencraig 
near Belfast and they were part of the Village life, 
Christof working on the farm, Annemarie running the 

house and Kindergarten. By this time Christof and 
Annemarie had two sons, Markus and Thomas. 
In the early 1970s the Camphill impulse was ready 
to expand and develop in Ireland, and in 1971 
Christof and Annemarie and a small group of co-
workers and villagers founded Mourne Grange 
Community near the Mourne Mountains in Co Down. 
A third son, Cornelius, was born in 1974. 
Christof’s energy and commitment were well used in 
this pioneering work and Mourne Grange was 
transformed into a beautiful and productive place 
with a strong land impulse. Despite an absence in 
the years 1991 – 1994, which he and Annemarie 
spent in the Mount and the Grange in England, 
Christof’s heart was always centred in Mourne 
Grange and the villagers who lived there. 
Christof was a father figure to the whole community, 
not because he was Karl König’s son but because of 
his love for Camphill and its people and the example 
he showed. He carried the whole community 
inwardly and also many individuals who he 
supported and encouraged. 
In 1975 Christof became ill when he developed 
severe arthritis and he stepped back from regular 
manual work around the age of 50. He gave up the 
farm and established and worked in the new craft 
shop and café at Mourne Grange’s entrance. 
In 2012 he had a stroke from which he recovered, 
but it impaired his speech and ability to read. 
However it nevertheless seemed as if something 
was freed in Christof. His final illness was 
accompanied by his family, the community, beloved 
villager friends and people from near and far. He 
was able to spend the last week at home, as he had 
wanted, surrounded by singing, flowers, prayers, 
messages of love and support. 
Christof is remembered as a devoted husband, 
father, grandfather, godfather, friend and colleague 
who had the deep impulses of his parents in his 
heart but who made them his own and was able to 
let them shine in a real and true way around him. 
As the funeral service in Mourne Grange Chapel 
began the sun broke through and altar and coffin 
were bathed in a sudden outpouring of golden light, 
a sign of the transformation of this earthly life into 
something moving and radiant. 
As Christof himself often used to say: “It’s a 
blessing!” 
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Genevieve Elwell

1949-2017 (Class of 1968)

By Richard Darbourne, husband 

Genevieve Elwell 
was born on 18th 
December 1949; and 
many will recall her 
long association with 
Michael Hall and its 
various communities. 
Her mother Elizabeth 
Loader was a 
Waldorf teacher who 
introduced her father 
John Elwell to 
anthroposophy. He in 
turn taught in the 
Upper School, during 
which time 

Genevieve lived in Broadstone Cottage. 
Aged just three, she lost her mother in childbirth to 
her sister Elizabeth. How important then were the 
years throughout the sisters' schooling under the 
care of Marion Swatton, Mary Haydon and Nim de 
Bruyne at St Antony's Hostel and Bank Farm 
Cottage, which, when completed, had space for ten 
children who came from all over the world, even 
Russia and Finland. Back from school, they took 
part fully in the rich life offered to them; the walks 
across Ashdown Forest, the garden, the cows, 
homework, housework, music and festivals, finding 
characters in plays and wearing costumes created 
by Marion. 
Leaving school, Genevieve committed herself to 
teaching, choosing to work for twenty years in inner 
London social priority schools. She was an 
established expert in the teaching of reading, as 
well as a researcher and adviser in meeting the 
challenge of increasingly ethnically diverse schools. 
The onset of multiple sclerosis forced her 
retirement, and she used her energies in family life 
with her husband and two sons, providing them with 
a palpable serenity and love of art and music. In 
2003 she lost Elizabeth, a wonderfully talented viola 
player, who after her own career in teaching died at 
age fifty. For more than twenty years Genevieve 
remained remarkably steadfast and clear despite 
the ravages of progressive illness. She maintained a 
rich life with family and lifelong friends, including 
reunions with her class and class teacher Joyce 
Russell, and with Nim de Bruyne and generations of 
those who lived at the Cottage. 

Pat Thomas (Class of 1953)

Pat died in March this year after a struggle with 
cancer. There will be an obituary in our next issue. 

Eve Kaye, née Brocklebank

1929- 2017 (Class of 1946)

By Gabriel Kaye and family 

Eve was born the third child and middle daughter, 
they lived in Wiltshire, but much of her early years 
were spent in Malta where her naval officer father 
was posted. When she was six and getting ready to 
go off to school with her big sister, her parents 
discovered anthroposophy. Immediately the family 
plans changed and she and her sister Ann were 
enrolled at the New School, Streatham, soon to be 
followed by brother Ralph and younger sister Una. 
Also their garden was now worked biodynamically. 
School and boarding with Miss Fox in London and 
holidays in the beloved Wiltshire house were the 
pattern until the School was evacuated to 
Minehead. Eve was in Mr Barnes’ class until he 
went back to New York in 1939 to found the school 
there. Mrs Darrell took on the class. From summer 
1940 to 1944 the family of four with three cousins 
went to Canada with her mother, where they were 
distributed around host families and different 
schools. This change and separation was 
challenging for Eve but she loved the great outdoors 
and summer camps, scouting etc that Canada had 
to offer. 
Back in Minehead, her mother rented a house so 
they could all be together (those that were still at 
school) and the cousins again were with them. 
When the New School acquired Kidbrooke Park, Eve 
was in the Upper School and so went with her class 
to have a mixture of schooling and preparing the 
place for the rest of the school to come, scraping off 
blackout paint and cutting back years of neglect 
and overgrowth on the estate. She ended up in a 
mixed class 11 and 12 feeling she was in the wrong 
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place, so left to join Ann at a crammer in London to 
get her Matric. She went on to Trinity College, 
Dublin but left after a year. Eve found fulfilment in a 
job at nearby biodynamic market garden and doing 
the part-time Waldorf teachers' training in London. 
Anthony Kaye had a BD farm in south Surrey and 
soon courted Eve and they married in 1952. Eve 
became a mother, Gabriel was born in Surrey; 
Tobias, Denys and Sandy were born on the farm in 
Ireland where Anthony was estate/farm manager 
and developing the flour mill for Eve’s aunt. Emma 
and Charlotte were born in Forest Row while 
Anthony was developing UK Holle baby food and 
then working as cook/chef at Emerson College. 
As the children got older Eve helped in the school 
shop, joined the choir and its committee and started 
helping in handwork lessons. After 20 years in 
Forest Row, Ireland pulled again and they went to 
take on the family farm, Kilmurry. They set up a 
community to make the farm work and many people 
joined them. This aspect of their work in Ireland was 
carried on at Inisglas from 1981 to 2000, when they 
both retired to a cottage in Gorey near to son Denys 
and to Duffcarrig Camphill. She also enjoyed the 
grandchildren, having them to stay or going to stay 
with them. 
Biodynamics, Anthroposophy, Waldorf Education 
and community (family, farm, village, school or live-
in) were core themes all through Eve’s life, as was 
craft work and particularly knitting which she did 
until too ill with cancer in the last couple of months. 
In her last few years Eve moved to Stroud to live 
with Gabriel and get the extra support needed as 
she became less energetic. Over the last eight 
months of her illness both Charlotte and Gabriel 
supported her so that she could stay at home and 
be cared for by family. She loved it. 

Final Comments from the 
Editors: 
We are working hard with the school to make sure 
we can reach as many old scholars/ alumni as 

possible. We hope to have the database sorted out 
by the Midsummer Festival. Eventually we want to 
set up our own database that can run independently 
of the school so that we can avoid being involved in 
the complicated data protection procedures. 
We still need to find a name for our ex-students! Are 
we Old Scholars? Alumni? Something else?  What 
shall we call our newsletter? We need a snappy title, 
something special that relates only to MH – The 
Clockhouse? The Mansion? 
As before, a huge thank you to Tony Lewin for his 
patient editing, to Simon Wrigley (Christian's son) 
for his layout and to all those who contributed. 
Remember, it is not too late to book a reunion for 
the Midsummer Festival. Just contact us ASAP. 
With all good wishes to you all, especially you bee 
keepers, It’s time to buzz off! 
Christian Lewin (nee Taylor, class of '59) 
Christian@tonylewin.com 
Stephen Sheen (class of '53) 
Stephenandlibby35@gmail.com

The editors at play. A rare moment away from the 
Newsletter. 
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Stop Press 
From the Friday Flier 

Bite Size Talk - Tour of the Walled Garden 
Wednesday 24th May 
Please sign in at Reception for 08:25 
This is a chance to take a guided tour around the 
walled garden and hear and see what has been 
going on, where it is now and future plans. Since 
starting in May 2015 a lot has changed: 

• The two badly deteriorating greenhouses have 
been removed and the land reclaimed and is now 
in production. 

• The couch grass is well under control by the use 
of plastic mulch and green manures. The 
bindweed has also been reeled in but presents 
more of a challenge than couch grass to control. 

• New apple trees have been planted to take over 
from the older trees in the walled garden. 

• Laying hens have been resident in the outside 
orchard since December producing eggs for the 
school kitchen. 

Work continues also in the outside orchard close to 
the hens creating a bee enclosure. There is currently 
one strong colony which will be joined by 2 to 3 
others this season. The lower classes have been 
involved with both the hens and the bees. It is great 
to add this element to our school which we can 
hopefully build upon more. 
I continue to supply Tablehurst and Plaw Hatch 
Farm shops, the school kitchen and a local box 
scheme named aptly ‘green-er greens’. There is 
another new initiative that we are trying in regard to 
selling the produce. Watch this space! 
I’m not trying to grow everything and by 
concentrating and specialising on certain crops it 
ensures sustainability on an economic and human 
level. For a relatively small area the garden is 
capable of producing a lot as all the work is done by 
hand allowing more intensive crop spacing with the 
benefits that brings. 
It is such an amazing asset that the school 
possesses and I feel privileged being able to work 
each day within it through the seasons. If you know 
that garden well and want to see it now or if you 
have never been up, please feel welcome to have a 
look.  
Laurie Donaldson - school gardener 

Fiddler on the Roof 
Preview from the Fiddler on the Roof Advertising 
Team: 
The atmosphere here is one of excited focus as the 
cast and costume department, lighting and set 
design start the intense collaboration that will bring 
the musical to life. Members of the cast say they are 
finding the process “thoroughly engaging”, and are 
astonished at the way “the musical is bringing both 
our classes together” in what has already proved to 
be an “inspiring” process. The best is yet to come, 
what with the first performance only days from now!  
“I never enjoyed singing before, but now I can’t 
stop!” says an enthused Class 11 student. “I think 
this is a performance for everybody, young and old 
and I am enjoying the symmetry between the drama 
of the musical bringing together not only the story’s 
community but ours!” 
Collaboratively there are nearly eighty people 
working on this production. This results in a 
tremendous energy and creative force, channeled 
into the focal points of two performances. 
12th and 13th May.
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