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Dear Old Scholars/Alumni 
Welcome to our Autumn Newsletter. Michael 
Hall’s 90th year is drawing to a close. It has 
been a very fruitful year, with the Midsummer 
Festival as the focal point.  

!  
Did you know that we now have about 100 alumni 
actually involved in the school? It seems they keep 
coming back – as parents, as teachers, and as 
general staff.  
We plan to have a school get-together for these 
“current” alumni at some point. Should be great fun! 
The school welcomed several class reunions and 
there was a beautiful production of “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream”, presented by Class 10 on the 
renovated open air stage. This was followed by a 
spectacular St John’s fire in the Valley Field. 
To round off this 90th year, there will be a weekend of 
music, presented by the Ashdown Music Festival, at 
the beginning of November, followed by the 
Christmas Fair on November 28th. The school would 
love to see you at these events. 

 Included in this issue: 
• Alumni reunions


• The Midsummer Festival and play


• School news


• Latest on A good school


• Coming events: Ashdown Music Festival, 
Advent Fair


• Class of 2015


• Alumni news


• Appreciations of alumni and teachers who 
have died this year


• Fundraising projects


Alumni badges: 
Badges for returning alumni:  We decided to make 
badges to give to all the alumni who came to the 
Midsummer Festival this year. We used our original 
school badge for the idea. Yumi Lindsay and the 
other handwork teachers produced these, working 
with all the children from classes 1 to 7. 
The felt we used came as a gift from a school in 
China where Yumi had been doing a handwork 
training course with teachers. 

!  
The badge was an immediate success. Proudly 
worn, alumni were chatting to other alumni who they 
had never met before. Much fun and laughter. We 
almost ran out. Then of course a little later on, when 
we were talking to class 12 about becoming alumni, 
they all wanted a badge. So Yumi, burning up the 
midnight oil, kindly rustled up a couple of dozen 
more – and the Class 12 students were able to wear 
them proudly at their leaving assembly. 

!  
We will certainly be producing more for next 
summer’s crop of returning alumni, but if you 
already have a badge you will have to remember to 
bring it with you and wear it – we won’t be doing 
seconds!
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Old class photographs 
The new format for the alumni Class Photographs 
was much appreciated by those coming to the 
Midsummer Festival this year, and we were able to 
print off copies for people who wanted them.  
We are still missing some photos and even whole 
albums, so if you have copies of any of these, 
please contact us.  
The new albums have been made by the students in 
their bookbinding lessons with Rachel Masters 
(Class of 1991) and we hope to be able to have all 
the photos in new albums for next year. 

!
Lost, stolen, damaged or destroyed? These are the 
missing photo albums: 
1985-86, 86-87, 89-90, 90-91, 95-96 

Midsummer class reunions 

!  
CLASS OF 1961 

!
CLASS OF 1983 

!  
CLASS OF 2005 

Jo Reeves’ Midsummer address to 
Michael Hall alumni 2015 
I’d like to welcome you 
all back to Michael 
Hall and hope you 
have a wonderful day 
meeting old friends 
and visiting the 
familiar corners of our 
School. I heard 
yesterday that we 
have 79 parents in the 
School who are old 
Scholars – a fantastic 
celebration of the 
strength and continued strengthening of our 
education – please keep passing the word! 
I have been in post for almost a year now as College 
Chair and it has been an exciting year of renewal 
and development. In our 90th year I really feel that 
we are being called upon to look back, look forward 
and examine all aspects of our School in order to be 
able to meet the changing needs of our children and 
their healthy development for the future.  

!  
Tonight at the St John’s Fire with Class 12 they say 
the words: 
“That death may give new life 
That warmth may turn to love 
That light may lead to freedom 
For this we come, with many fires, to light the one” 
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As Class 12 Guardian I was struck by the relevance 
of this verse for the School’s journey.  
We have celebrated the launch of the wonderful 
book ‘A Good School’, providing rich, nourishing 
and colourful details of our history and development 
– ‘a renewal of our past to give light to the future’. 
We have worked hard on our communications within 
the School, with our parent body and outwards to 
the wider community – with the intention of 
deepening the bonds – and ‘turning warmth into 
love’  

!  
Class contacts breakfast 

Working with our future has been central to our 
development work - how can we make our school 
sustainable?– keeping the fees and the fee 
assistance as open to as many people as possible 
without having to rely on selling assets. How can we 
support those who desperately want a Waldorf 
education for their children? Finding the answers 
will ‘bring light and freedom’ 

!  
Finally, in the words of the verse, we bring “many 
fires to light the one”. Together, with the fires of our 
past and our present, our light can bring 
understanding and wisdom - and of course love - 
into the future. The world around us is becoming 
increasingly polarised in conflict and difference.  I 
trust in, yet am in awe of, the task that faces us in 
developing young people into healthy adults who 
can engage in a new way with the world. Waldorf 
education has a significant role to play in the future 
of humanity and needs to be kept vibrant, alive and 
accessible in order to fulfil this task. 
In the Observer recently there was a piece on how 
the computer magnates from the silicon valley in the 
USA are, in droves, sending their children to Waldorf 

Schools without any access to computerised 
technology until adolescence. The article describes 
the development of the internet as being in its third 
wave – the first being the establishment of the 
internet in the 90s and the infrastructure it needed 
to survive world wide, the second being  the 
establishment of platforms like Google, Facebook 
and YouTube. The third, which is now established in 
the USA and is fast developing here, is the 
integration of this technology into human 
organisation systems – smart technology 
dominating our transport systems, government, 
health services and gradually our education. Online 
learning has become a multi-billion dollar industry in 
the USA and is fast developing here; education is 
increasingly being seen as a scientific process of 
deliverables that can be quantified, assessed and 
measured. Processes that can be done online 
without human relationships that bring interaction, 
warmth or love.  
Education must be maintained as an art grounded in 
humanity, not a clinical scientific process. Waldorf 
education places at its heart a picture of the 
developing human being that, through creativity, 
imagination and human relationships imbued with 
love, allows a healthy individual to develop with the 
freedom they need for their journey and the journey 
of humanity. We need to be more and more aware of 
the developments and implications of what is being 
‘sold’ to us as education and be mindful that those 
at the forefront of this new technology are maybe 
more aware than us of the dangers that are 
emerging and, like the silicon valley magnates, are 
maybe not telling the world of the problems but are 
ensuring that their children are given the tools to 
meet their future. 

!  
So we have a task before us – all of us – to meet 
these challenges with thought, active engagement 
and individual action. Some people say that Waldorf 
education is one of the best kept secrets in the UK – 
we need to change that! 
JO REEVES 
COLLEGE CHAIR 
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A Midsummer Night’s Dream: 
reviews and comments 
After 30 years away I am sitting in the audience on 
the terrace of the open air stage  in that magical 
moment between day and night which fairies love 
so much . 
The last time I was here I was waiting in the wings to 
go on stage ... 

!  
After a beautiful introduction by the director Daniele 
Gaillemin ( who directed me all those years 
ago ) and with light droplets of rain and  clouds 
looming ...we entered the graced and elemental 
space of Ancient Greece  and the Kingdom of 
Fairies. 
The world of Titania and jealous Oberon fighting for 
their changeling boy... the gentle lovers, Hermia and 
Helena, Lysander and Demetrias all mixed up in that 
heady whirlwind called first love.  All the while, 
Puck, played by two actors with such agility and 
grace, performed his innocent mischief on them all! 
"Oh what fools these Mortals be" ...... 
The Rude Mechanicals with their beautiful clumsy 
play and hilarious antics... Bully Bottom the weaver 
who crosses into Fairy land and becomes Titania’s 
lover for a moment...." Methinks I was enamoured of 
an Ass!” 
The costumes were a feast for the senses and the 
backdrop of the old stone stage newly fixed for this 
auspicious occasion was perfect. 

!  
I was deeply moved and impressed by the level of 
maturity in these young actors and how alive and 

vibrant they all were in their interpretations of the 
Bard’s beautiful words and this most beloved play 
which, I learned, Rudolf Steiner said was the most 
perfect play for a class to act and the first play to be 
performed at Michael Hall School 90 years ago.  
A truly fitting crowning to this 90th Birthday of this 
Good School!  
The rain stopped and the clouds cleared, the lovers 
all found their rightful sweethearts...the fairies were 
happy and so were the mortals 
TAMARA SHEEN (CLASS OF 1983) 

“Having just attended yet another of Daniele 
Gaillemin’s brilliant artistic productions,           
A Midsummer Night’s Dream, performed by Class 10 
on the renovated open air stage, I wanted to 
express my deep appreciation and gratitude for all 
Daniele does in this domain at Michael Hall. Every 
year, for decades now, I have looked forward, first to 
the class 12 plays, and secondly to the Midsummer 
Festival plays and every year I am amazed at the 
high quality of the drama and how well and clearly 
these young people speak out. I do hope this will 
continue for many more years to come.” 
SUSAN MASTERS/CRUNDEL (CLASS OF 1961) 

!  
“I must just tell you how much I enjoyed the play on 
Saturday night. The news of the fantastic 
performance even reached the village. The clerk at 
the check out of the hotel said: ‘Did you see the play 
at the school? I heard it was wonderful and I regret I 
did not see it’ 
In the dining room too, everyone was talking about it 
- the magic, the agility of the fairies and the Pucks, 
the whole conception and execution of the play. 
I saw another performance at the Globe, but it did 
not convey the same magic! Thank you so much 
and a very big thank you to the cast. Well done!” 
BARBLE GASCOIGNE (CLASS OF !964) 

“I returned to Michael Hall after 50 years to see the 
school again and meet up with two people from my 
class. The highlight of my visit was the play in that 
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magical place. I am so glad the school managed to 
restore it. Thank you to the producer and of course 
the actors who put on a marvellous performance - 
matching any professional production. 
Macht weiter so!” 
KARLA TILEMANN-FRANZ (CLASS OF 1965) 

!  

“Wow! What a marvellous and memorable 
performance last Saturday. To watch our young 
perform this wonderful Shakespeare play in such a 
short time, in the outside theatre - it was a magical 
setting and evening! 
We thought class 10 were amazing - very funny and 
engaging and their costumes were wonderful. 
Daniele, thank you so much for all your hard work - 
you are incredible! 
Please convey our thanks to everyone else who 
helped.” 
PAMELA AND NIGEL LEWERS (PARENTS) 

“Saturday night’s performance of A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream has prompted me to offer my 
thoughts and opinions relating to your work at 
Michael Hall. 
In 1980 as a child of 17 my thread was woven into 
your tapestry. I was not a particularly academic 
child, but nevertheless I bounded forth from my 
school days without any feeling of insecurity about 
my education and have achieved a considerable 
amount of success in my profession as a Director of 
Photography. This was totally due to the style of 
teaching I received. I was never told I was a fool. In 
point of fact I was given a huge sense of worth and 
security from my experiences as one of your drama 
students. For one reason or another you chose me 
to play Romeo and then Christie Mahon in The 
Playboy of the Western World. It was not the leading 
parts that gave me the lift, it was the unity, the 
feeling of being a part of something special that you 
created and it was this in part that has given me the 
ability to become a successful Director of 
Photography. 

Children of 16 or 17 need to be led in a passionate 
way with a heartfelt love of the subject they study. In 
an age where they spend a lot of their time looking 
down, usually at a small screen, they need to have 
their heads held up to look at who they are with and 
communicate with their voice. The art of 
conversation is being eroded by technology. 
There are those I am sure who think it is time to 
renew and flush out the old. Those that have their 
own methods to teach drama. But what you offer is 
a process that is at the heart of Waldorf education, 
something that is hard to define. 
When I was doing Playboy of the Western World 
with you on tour in Botton Camphill, we were scared 
of how the audience would take to the play. It was 
then that you came up with the idea to bless the 
play. We stood in a circle and held hands and 
concentrated our energy to create something 
magical. I hope Michael Hall School can encircle 
you and use its formidable energy to bless you and 
squeeze more magic from your hands in the years to 
come.” 
CHRIS KING, PARENT & ALUMNI (CLASS OF 1981 ) 

Publication of a History of Michael 
Hall, “A Good School”, to mark the 
school’s 90th birthday. 

!
Photo from Michael Hall – A Good School, showing 
the celebrations for the school’s 70th birthday in 1995 

This beautifully illustrated book, written by Joy 
Mansfield and edited by Brian Masters and Stephen 
Sheen, was compiled by Michael Cockerham (class 
of 1988); Michael also sourced all the photographs 
and wove them into the text. The book chronicles 
the beginnings of Michael Hall, then known as the 
New School, in Streatham in 1925 and follows it to 
Minehead for the War years and then to Kidbrooke. 
The book comes fully up to date with articles from 
Michael Hall News and concludes with 
appreciations of the founding teachers. 
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Some comments from alumni 
“Thank you so much for sending me a copy of the 
school history. I was very impressed by the quality 
of the publication and the tremendous amount of 
work that you and others have put into its 
production. The book brought back so many 
memories, particularly of our time in Minehead. It 
was good, too, to read about the lives of the various 
teachers that we knew so well as pupils.” 
NORMAN VOAKE (CLASS OF1994) 

!  

“A Good School arrived this morning, a magnificent 
piece of work, thank you. Among other delights I 
spotted myself and two sisters (Ann and Eve, not 
sure of Una) in various group photos, and so many 
other old friends.  I have just heard that Tiggy 
Chance has died, so now there are only six of us left 
who appeared in the cast picture of The School for 
Scandal.” 
RALPH BROCKLEBANK (CLASS OF 1994) 

“Thank you very much for the copy. It has turned out 
very well and its unique interest will, I am sure, 
ensure its success.  And very gratifying to see that 
our class is so well represented  -  Angela's review, 
class and Midas photos and Michael King's lovely 
photo of Joyce Russell on her 90th birthday with the 
card that Michael had managed to get many of us to 
sign.” 
JONTY SOMERVELL (CLASS OF 1949) 

Michael Hall, A Good School, can be obtained 
through Reception at Michael Hall, price at £20, or 
£25 including post and packing. 

 News from the school 
Michael Hall Association AGM 2015 
The Association AGM was held on May 14th. Firstly, 
Konrad von Szczepanski, the outgoing Chair of 
Council of Management, gave a comprehensive 
report on the year just completed. The second half 
of the evening was led by Andrew Scott, the 
incoming Chair of Council. 
The task was to  solicit views from Association 
members on the question: “How can we make 
Michael Hall School more financially sustainable?”. 
The some sixty members who attended worked in 
small groups. The top two categories that came out 
of this group work were: 

• Expand our non-core offers to increase the 
utilisation of and income from the School’s 
facilities, e.g. after school sports, short courses, 
music festivals etc. 

• Change the fee model, policies and processes 
These two topics, together with other ideas raised 
on the evening, will inform the School’s 
development plan. A copy of the report out will be 
sent to those who attended the Association 
meeting. If you are an Association member and 
interested to receive a copy, please contact 
avida.hancock@michaelhall.co.uk.  
AVIDA HANCOCK, ASSISTANT TO THE SCHOOL 
MANAGEMENT TEAM 

Class 5 Olympic Games 

!
The eve of the Olympic Games, a rainbow shone 
over our camp. The next day, pots of gold 
everywhere. Four hundred athletes from 29 Steiner 
Waldorf schools, gave of their best, after training for 
two very full days. Under skies as blue as the 
Aegean Sea, in their bright white tunics, athletes 
showed grace, beauty, determination, perseverance, 
strength and speed in their abilities. We were 
blessed with fine weather – but more than that, with 
the enthusiasm, support and goodwill of all the 
many people involved in making the Class 5 
Olympic Games such a spectacular event. 
HILARY JESSEL AND DAN SKINNER, CLASS 5 
TEACHERS 

�7



Class 11 Students and the Bridging 
Ages Project 
Charlotte Harvey, Angela Velterop and Julie Rezac 
(ex and current parents of Michael Hall) have set up 
Bridging Ages as a social enterprise project to build 
relationships between adolescents and the elderly in 
Forest Row. Their pilot Biography Project concluded 
in June at a celebratory tea, when eight Class 11 
students presented their elderly partner with a 
published book of the stories gleaned during their 
weekly visits. 

!  
This summer Class 10 heard about this innovative 
project: Charlotte was delighted that after the 
presentation, when Zoeli Winters (Class 11) and 
Myrtle Joseph talked about their experiences, 
fifteen students expressed interest in undertaking 
the next programme. 

!  
Bridging Ages wishes to run the project twice during 
the next academic year with students from Forest 
Row and nearby villages. So, if funding is awarded, 
Michael Hall students will be able to experience the 
joy of forming relationships with the elderly in the 
community, combating isolation and loneliness and 
developing social maturity and commitment to civic 
engagement. To find out more about the project, see 
their website: www.bridgingages.co.uk 

Thank you class 8 
The CEO from the Child Poverty Action Group has 
written a lovely letter to thank Class 8 for the 

£605.76 they raised with their two performances of 
Oliver Twist back in May. 
“The money you have given us will have the most 
meaningful impact on our work, enabling us to 
continue providing the best support to families 
struggling to make ends meet in the UK. 

!  
Our congratulations to your students for delivering 
what sounds like an outstanding production of 
Oliver Twist. Unfortunately we are still faced with 
social issues similar to those that Dickens portrayed 
and campaigned against. It is very encouraging to 
learn that your young performers are so aware of 
poverty in this country today and want to make a 
difference.” 

Class 11 Social Practical - a trip to 
Botton Village 
At the end of June this year the whole of Class 11 
travelled up to Yorkshire - accompanied by Class 
Guardians and Madame Coote - to pay a visit to 
Botton. This class trip is one that happens every 
year with each Class 11, and is known as a Social 
Practical. In other words, a practical trip during 
which we gain a broader social awareness and 
experience, learning key skills to take on board and 
to apply to other people and situations in the future.  
The reason Botton is the chosen location for this 
kind of trip is because it is a Camphill Village Trust 
Community, where people with learning disabilities 
(known as residents) live alongside co-workers and 
support the community there by working together. 
Our task at Botton would be to help out in the 
community and come to an understanding of how it 
all works in the week we spent there. 
Botton itself is comprised of a small village and the 
few farms dotted around it, all nestled within the 
gorgeous expanse of a valley in the beautiful North 
York Moors National Park, Yorkshire. After the stress 
of exams, we were escaping back into the basics of 
nature. 
I know for a fact that through working with the 
members of the community with special needs at 
Botton, the class has come away with a much 
greater confidence and capability to interact with 
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those we would call mentally handicapped. Though 
many of us were apprehensive of how to behave 
around these people at first, we soon realised how 
friendly, open, and approachable the residents at 
Botton are, and it was hard for us all not to react in 
the same way. Completing tasks on the farms with 
the residents was extremely rewarding, and not just 
because of the physical end-products of our labour.  
Spending time with the residents and co-workers at 
Botton, completing practical tasks for the wider 
community, being able to feel proud of our ability to 
contribute, and finally, learning how to better 
understand and appreciate everyone around us 
without any prejudices, were all things that Botton 
offered us. 

!   
I have often heard it said that the Class 11 trip to 
Botton is life-changing. And having seen the 
influence it has had on our class as a whole and the 
opportunities it has given us to be more socially 
accepting and mature in the future, I am inclined to 
agree. 
KATHERINE BURGESS 

Buxton Poetry Competition 2015 

Congratulations to Lola Hope (age 11) - who 
won first prize in the children’s category. 

RUSH HOUR IN LONDON 

Look at your watches everyone 
It’s five o’clock and it’s time to run. 

The work has ended  
The hours come 

Run everybody, run, run, run. 

Cyclists whizzing around the town 
Men in suits, black and brown. 

A squeal of brakes, an angry horn 
The conductor’s whistle, full of scorn. 

The doors close and just miss my nose, 
What a waste of time! 

Where are you going? 
Get out of my way! 

Don’t look at me 
I’ve had a tough day! 

Congratulations to Hebe Purdy (age 11) - 
awarded second prize in the Children’s 
category. 

PASSING 

I look up into the sky and see them 
Passing, passing, passing. 

I know they won’t be heading this way, 
Not until next autumn, 

When all the trees are bare once more 
And winter gives its warning. 

Then in spring when the lush green hills 
Look as if they were rolling on, on, on 

And you stand up on a summit and look up  
Into a clear blue sky 

And they’re coming, coming back 
To where they rest ‘till autumn. 

I remember, I remember  
When they passed, but those, 

Those are just memories from years ago. 
I will always be standing there though 

With the geese above my head 
And the Drumlin Hills  

Below me, below me, below me. 

�9



Tennis and Nepal 
I have never played tennis before – well, not until 
this week when I had a lesson at lunchtime.  
My instructor was an experienced player who made 
me feel like I was progressing like a professional! 
How to hold the racket, where to hit the ball, top 
spins, back spins, he knew it all and was able to 
help me quickly get some idea what I was doing. He 
was full of praise and I soon was feeling really good 
about my game! 

!
What has this to do with Nepal? Two boys from my 
class wanted to raise funds for the victims of the 
recent earthquake, so they decided to do this by 
offering tennis lessons to anyone who would like 
them. So far they have raised over £500, which is 
being match funded by a London company. 
So if you want a tennis lesson, taught to you by an 
excellent teacher, and you want to support this 
good initiative, I suggest you contact Harkiran or 
Maximilian from Class 7B. 
PHILIP BEAVEN, CLASS 7B TEACHER 

650 mile bike ride! 
I hope you have all had a good summer. 
Although some of you know this, I wanted to let 
everyone know that I have been fundraising over the 
summer holiday to raise money for the MSA trust (It 
was Multiple System Atrophy that our dad Alistair 
died of, back in March.) 
This disease is very rare and I want to raise 
awareness of it for the sake of others and also to 
raise money for the trust to carry out essential 
research. 

!
I took on a 650 mile bike ride from Forest Row to the 
South of France over 11 days and achieved the 
whole ride. I set a target of £5,000 and, thanks to 
support from many family and friends, I have raised 
all of it. 
Having achieved the ride, I would now love it if I 
could go further beyond my original target goal, and 
am asking if any more of you could help me to 
achieve this? 
If you would, I have a ‘Just Giving’ page set up for 
this, so please follow this link: https://
www.justgiving.com/Lennox-Smith/  and you can 
find out more about the disease and the trust and 
can easily donate from there. 
If you would like to donate and would rather not go 
online, Reception have kindly offered to have a 
collection point for this. 
Thank you for reading this and also for donating if 
you can. 
And a BIG THANK YOU to all of you who have 
already donated to this good cause. 

!
LENNOX SMITH, CLASS 12 STUDENT 
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Exam success 

Excellent GCSE Results! 
After a busy two years working on their Waldorf 
Curriculum as well as a maximum of seven GCSE 
exams, the students of Michael Hall are yet again 
celebrating excellent GCSE results. With 30 
students sitting a total of 194 exams, we are 
delighted to announce that 93.84% were graded at 
C or above. 73.3% of year 11 students gained five 
GCSEs including Maths and English and an 
impressive 36% of the results were A or A* grades. 
Of the compulsory subjects, English achieved 30% 
A and A*, with 90% A-C; Maths achieved 83% A-C 
and Science overall 93.5% A-C. Fantastic results! 

Exceptional A2 results! 
Well done to all of our pupils who worked so hard 
and achieved so well in their A levels this summer. 
47% of our students gained A* or A grades, with 
93% having grades between C and A*. We were 
delighted that our students had a 100% pass rate 
for their A2 examinations. 
We are particularly pleased this year with our Fine 
Art results, where out of 10 students five received A* 
and four received an A. Special mention should also 
be made of Lennox Smith in his AS results, 
achieving A grades in every unit that he took; Jani 
Pritchard, of the same year, took his German A level 
in one year and achieved an A*. 
Congratulations to all of the pupils and to the staff 
at the School for working so hard to support these 
results. It is important to note that, in addition to 
taking these examinations and achieving such 
impressive results, the students have spent 50% of 
their time on a Waldorf, non-examined curriculum 
providing greater breadth and depth to their 
education. 
Congratulations to all our students, their teachers 
and parents for their hard work and well deserved 
results! 
AUDREY REGGIO, UPPER SCHOOL CO-
ORDINATOR & EXAMINATIONS OFFICER 

Congratulations to: 
Ella Jessel, who has just gained a first-class 
honours degree in comparative literature from 
Goldsmiths 
Rebeca Goncalves, first-class honours, bachelor of 
science, University of Bristol 

Professor Holger Klein talks to the 
Upper School 

Holger Klein, 
Professor of English 
Literature at the 
University of 
Salzburg, visited 
Michael Hall at the 
end of June. He had 
been a student in 
class 11 for one year 
in 1955/6. The 
experience of being 
taught by Hugh 
Hetherington and 
John Elwell left him a 
devoted Anglophile, 
and when his 
granddaughter wanted to improve her English, he 
persuaded her to attend Michael Hall. 
Holger’s visit in June was only his second time at 
Michael Hall since 1955: walking round the school 
with him, he was thrilled to see the new buildings 
that had gone up since his day and he enjoyed the 
hustle and bustle of the school in action. 
After lunch he talked to the Upper School in the 
Long Room on the theme of The role of literature in 
harmonizing the world. He felt his talk was well 
received and there was positive feedback from the 
students. It was a very kind gesture to give of his 
time and expertise in this way. 
Holger lives in Faistenau, a small village near 
Salzburg, but still travels widely. We hope his travels 
will bring him back to Michael Hall soon. 
STEPHEN SHEEN
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Italy – Amazing! 
Well, the Italy trip, what an amazing experience. 
It is hard to explain the type of experiences that we 
were gifted with on the Italy trip through a short 
article and especially to those that haven't shared 
similar or the same experiences, so I am just going 
to pick out a few things from the trip overall that 
stood out for me personally. 
When walking into the amazing cathedrals, 
churches and monasteries there were a few obvious 
things that stood out to everyone, of course - for 
example the awe-inspiring architecture or the jaw-
dropping beauty of the seemingly perfect frescoes 
and paintings. 

!  
However one thing stood out for me, which 
especially came about in the hustle and bustle of 
the large room within which the statue of 
Michelangelo's David stood. Having already visited 
many busy and noisy places recently, we had 
practised finding an inner silence within ourselves, 
so as to observe the artwork in a deeper and more 
spiritual way: this came in very useful here, and I 
found myself in peaceful quiet room imagining a 
young man in his mid 20s carving and chiselling 
away at this giant piece of marble, creating what is 
now one of the world’s greatest masterpieces of 
sculpture and artwork. As I thought about this more 
I began to realise how all the artwork we had been 
seeing had provided us with a small portal, a link to 
times long past, and this somehow was a truly 
humbling experience, one that I have never 
experienced anywhere else, it gave me a sort of 
grounding. 
The architecture as well provided us with something 
very special. For me this was most evident in the 
Basilica of San Francesco in Assisi, after the hype of 
class twelve and being the top of the school, the 
class as a whole are ruffling their feathers and the 
thought of the world being at our finger tips was 
blowing our personal balloons up even bigger 
than they already were. However this instantly came 
to a halt when faced with this intimidating and 
shadowingly large and frankly scary 'Mother 
Church', we were brought back to earth, and 
humbled again, in such a way that cannot be 

reproduced by anything, and as young adults, I 
think we are at our most receptive to these themes. 
That is one reason I think the Italy trip is so 
important for us at the end of our school lives. Now, 
I am not particularly religious: however, I could still 
relate to the themes that ran throughout the 
frescoes and paintings on my own and individual 
basis, and I think that's what makes these works of 
art and architecture so special, they are accessible 
to such a wide audience that almost anyone can 
take away something very enriching from each and 
every work. 
Overall the Italy trip was a truly amazing experience 
and I have been left with some of the greatest 
memories I can think of and memories that I will 
take with me for the rest of my life, and I'm sure 
reading this those of you who were fortunate 
enough to go on the trip can relate to some of the 
themes and will have lovely memories of your own. 
WILLIAM GEARING-GRIEF 

Class of 2015 - What next? 

!
Twelve people are taking a gap year, travelling, au-
pairing abroad, volunteering abroad, playing rugby, 
”woofing”, working for a landscaper, working for the 
skiing season, cycling; 
Nine already have places at colleges or university to 
study the following:- 
Geography, International Politics and Strategic 
Studies, French, Architecture, Biomedical 
Engineering, Music Production, Human Sciences, 
Foundation Year at the Royal Drawing School, Art 
Foundation; 
Others have aspirations in the following areas:_ 
Studying art, health and social care, mechanical 
design and engineering, liberal arts, engineering, Art 
Foundation. 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 Courses and Workshops for Parents 
This term we are running these courses, bite-sized talks and workshops for parents 

The Heart of Teaching Teacher Training programme at Michael Hall is pleased to be able to offer this short 
course to parents interested in finding out more about the education they have chosen for their child. 
The course is for parents of Michael Hall and will take the form of four sessions of two hours each. Each 
session will explore a particular “thread” in the curriculum as it develops through the class years 1 - 8. Parents 
will be given the opportunity to experience some of the activities, hear how the curriculum meets and 
nourishes each age group and to discuss their questions together with the course leader, Sarah Wilson. 
Sarah is an experienced Class and Music Teacher who is the co-founder and leader of the full time Teacher 
Training Programme and a regular visitor and speaker at other Steiner Waldorf schools in the UK. Threads 
such as Science, History, Drama and Maths will be included in what promise to be lively and informative 
evenings. 

 

Have you ever wondered what exactly Steinermeant when he talked 
about body, soul, spirit,threefold man, fourfold man and so on?
There is a whole range of terminology that you may hear around 
Michael Hall, and you may wonder what are these people really 
talking about. Here’s your chance to shine a light on the world of 
Waldorf. 
Steiner himself was very exact and more or less defines each of the 
terms he uses in his writings. In these 10 sessions we will explore 
exactly what he said and try to get it all clear.  
Everyone is welcome to the first meeting: see if you like the style. 
Each session will begin with a 20-minute presentation, followed by 
discussion and conversation. The work will be based on one of 
Steiner's earliest books: Theosophy.  
The course will be led by Philip Beaven, currently Class 7 Teacher, 
eurythmist, and teacher trainer in Beĳing during the holidays. Philip 
is also a keen theatre-goer, an ex-performer and kitesurfer. He 
claims to have been studying Steiner "since forever”. 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“Threads of Gold”
Weaving through the years...

Steiner-speak demystified!
Waldorf jargon explained!



Bite-sized talks  
(these short talks take place at 8.30 in the 
mornings after drop-off). 

How we introduce handwork to the children 
On Tuesday 13th October, with Yumi Lindsay. 
A fascinating and heavily illustrated talk showing 
clearly how handwork skills work closely with the 
development of the child. 

!  

The upper school 
On Wednesday 18th November, with Jane Morris- 
Brown. 
This talk will give parents a chance to glance into 
the Upper School, offering insights into the way the 
Waldorf curriculum wraps around and nourishes 
students as they face the rigours of external 
examinations.  

Giant wreath workshop 
Sunday, 22nd Nov. Canteen 10 till 4pm. 

!
Come and make a wreath to decorate the Advent 
Fair and then take it home. 
Contact: Christian.lewin@ michaelhall.co.uk 

Advent workshop 
On Friday13th November, with Christine Fynes-
Clinton (co-author of “ All Year Round” and the 
“Birthday Book” 

!  

This workshop, says Christine, invites people to 
“come and explore new inspirational ways of 
celebrating Advent with young children.” The theme 
will be developed through a talk followed by 
demonstration and discussion. 

Bite-sized talks in the pipeline: 
• Gym and games 

• Religion 

• Learning to read and write 
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 Coming up soon … 

Ashdown Music Festival 
For many years residents of Forest Row and the 
surrounding area had the good fortune to be able to 
attend several concerts each year given by the 
Jupiter Orchestra. This venture was begun by an 
Old Scholar, Peter Ramm, with a view to enabling 
pupils and their families and friends to hear live 
music. 

!  
Very sadly, about four years ago, the Jupiter 
Orchestra - which included many Old Scholars - had 
to cease functioning due to the increase of the rent 
for the theatre at Michael Hall, but fortunately for the 
community an Old Scholar, Reinoud Ford, who is a 
professional ‘cellist, decided to offer a weekend of 
chamber music at different venues in the village and 
at Michael Hall. 
This has been a huge success, with a Friday 
evening concert at the Christian Community or the 
Village Church; an afternoon concert with his group 
of 8 ‘cellos, Cellophony, in the Long Room at 
Michael Hall, on the Saturday, and then a Gala 
concert on Sunday evening in the Theatre, with 
some very prestigious soloists. 
We have had several winners of the BBC Young 
Musician of the Year, plus a dancer, and a local 
Eurythmy group performing a movement from 
Grieg’s Holberg Suite. Last year, the highlights were 
two performances of Schubert’s Die Wintereise, 
given by the world renowned tenor, Mark Padmore, 
who has made his home in Forest Row. It was a 
huge privilege to hear this work, sung by such a 
consummate artist, in the intimate setting of the 
Long Room, which is how Schubert’s friends would 
have first heard it. 
Mark Padmore has asked to be a part of this year’s 
Festival and will be performing RV Williams’ On 
Wenlock Edge at the Gala Concert on Nov. 8th.  
Laura van der Heĳden, winner of the BBC Young 
Musician of the Year 2012, will also be playing.  Do 
look at the website  ashdownmusicfestival.co.uk  to 

find out about the other concerts: this year there will 
also be a workshop for young children on Saturday 
7th. 
JENNIFER PIKE, EMANUEL DESPAX, REINOUD 
FORD (OLD SCHOLAR CLASS OF 2002) 

Advent Fair 
This year the Advent Fair has been rethought in 
response to a survey earlier in the year. The survey 
asked what people love most about the Fair and 
also addressed the perennial issue of overstretched 
manpower. 
Of the children's activities, the Gnome Home and 
the Advent Gardens have now been incorporated 
into a partially outdoors, more hands-on Gnome 
Garden, and the Living Craftspeople will be bringing 
more hands-on workshop opportunities for children 
and adults. 
The Gingerbread Workshops remain in the Lower 
School and Candle-dipping will be given pride of 
place in the Dick Chester Studio. Nearby in the 
Eurythmy studio you will find the Homemade and 
Handmade stall selling a variety of Christmas-
themed goods, edible, decorative and for children. 
The Middle School building will house stalls from a 
variety of craftspeople including our sister schools: 
this will provide Fair-goers with plenty of shopping 
opportunities, while the Mansion Coffee Shop will 
sell hot drinks and cakes through the day to 
complement the BBQ and the other savoury food 
served in the Food Court and outside the Mansion. 

!  
Everything will be accompanied by the cheery 
sounds of busking from young and old musicians. 
We have not included the secondhand bookstall in 
this list, but if any keen Alumni would like to step 
forward and take it on we would love you to be 
involved! 
SARAH DELFAS 
ADVENT FAIR COMMITTEE 
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 News from old scholars 

Random Trail Tales by Tim Voors

Why I walk, I cannot tell, I just walk. 
First, several routes on the Christian pilgrimage to 
Camino de Santiago, and this year I became a 
Buddhist pilgrim in Japan for six weeks, walking the 
88 Temples route, 1200 km around the Japanese 
Island of Shikoku. It’s not about the religion, it’s 
about the simple life living out in the nature in a like 
minded hiking community. 

!  
I had never been to Asia and knew very little about 
Japan, so it was great to meet so many Japanese 
people through hiking together (I only saw 3 
foreigners during my 6 weeks on the trail). The 
nature was stunning, with the constant presence of 
the Pacific Ocean, and the endless steep volcanic 
mountains. The 88 Temples along the route where 
often perched high up on the mountain, with a long 
gruelling hike up through the bamboo forests. The 
daily sushi diner at the end of the day made all the 
aches and pains quickly subside. 
Strangely, I have found and seen that long distance 
walking heals. It heals the body, a broken heart, a 
wandering soul, and gives the mind a fresh 
perspective on life back home. Next year I shall 
embark on a pilgrimage through America on the 
PCT. Perhaps it was Michael Hall School that has 
always made me curious and hungry to see new 
horizons? 
TIM VOORS, AMSTERDAM (CLASS OF 1991) 
To read more tales please visit: 
www.randomtrailtales.com 

The Ultra Trial du Mont Blanc 
This is a very special event run around the Mont 
Blanc massif starting in Chamonix, France. One 
hundred and six miles, with over 33,000 ft of vertical 
ascent, all in a single effort starting at 6pm on the 
Friday night and with a 46.5 hour cut off. This race 
goes from France through to Italy and then 
Switzerland prior to returning to Chamonix. I 
finished it in 39 hours. 
However there is no guarantee of completion, with 
some 40 percent of the 2,400 racers unable to 
complete the event. With two nights to run through, 
huge interminable climbs and descents, the 
combination of mental fatigue and brutalised legs 
makes for a fantastic effort - leading to some having 
to decide to try again another day. 
Countering the difficulty and heartache are 
incredible vistas, valleys surrounded by high 
mountain peaks, camaraderie that is second to 
none and the incredible hospitality of multiple 
villages across the three countries surrounding the 
Mont Blanc massif. 
Thirty miles in, though, I was starting to struggle 
with hydration and perhaps to a degree the altitude 
(2,600 m). Added to that the thought of a further 76 
miles....However spirits lifted as I was treated to the 
sunrise just as I crested a 2,400 m pass. The timing 
could not have been better. 
It was incredible. We hit all the climbs at exactly the 
right times, saw the sunrises and sunsets at the 
best panoramic locations, avoided the heat of the 
day for the worst climbs and finished to great 
support and applause on the Sunday morning. 

!
I saw the sun set in France, followed by the sun rise 
in Italy, followed by the sun set in Switzerland and 
finally the  sun rise in France again, lighting up the 
top of Mont Blanc just before the descent back into 
Chamonix for the finish. How lucky am I? 
OLIVIER GAILLEMIN (CLASS OF 1991) 
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With courage and determination..... 
Forest Row resident and former Michael Hall 
student Michaelina Argy (Class of 1980) was 
recognised in the 2015 Queen’s Birthday Honours 
List, receiving and MBE for her services to 
Thalidomide survivors. 

!  
She was chairman of The Thalidomide Trusts 
National Advisory Council, where she spearheaded 
a campaign for government recognition and help for 
survivors.  We are lucky to be able to bring you a 
Q&A publicised in Ashurst Forest Living with her: 
Did the MBE come as a shock to you? 
Yes, an astonishing and delightful surprise 
What was your response? 
At first I could not quite believe what I was reading 
because I thought the letter was some sort of 
promotion for voting for a Party, as it arrived during 
the General Election. It took my older daughter 
reading it about ten times to me whilst I was driving, 
to really begin to sink in what the letter was actually 
saying. 
How many years have you been campaigning for 
Thalidomide victims and what has the highlight 
been along the way? 
I have been campaigning for seven years, firstly 
bringing the government to understand its role in 
the Thalidomide tragedy, and then for the 
government to contribute financially to the 
Thalidomide Trust on an annual basis. This was 
agreed in 2010 and the government issued a 
Statement of Regret- that is the closest any 
government can get to actually saying sorry. And 
that was the highlight. In 2012 we then campaigned 
again as we had a new government, and this time 

the grant was renewed for a further ten years.  I 
have met many politicians and had many laughs in 
Westminster over the years. 
What happened after you found out? 
The announcement of the Queen’s Birthday Honours 
List 2015 was embargoed until 10.30 pm on the 12th 
June and so I had a party in my garden, having 
invited people telling them I had something to 
celebrate but that I couldn’t tell them what it was 
until that very evening.  That made the party even 
more exciting, with many strange guesses. I will be 
invited to an Investiture within seven months to 
receive my award at St James’ Palace from the 
Queen. 
What do you now hope to accomplish in the future? 
We are campaigning now to bring the German 
government to the table.  The original manufacturer 
of the Thalidomide drug was a German company, 
(Grunenthal- still in existence) and their criminal trial 
was terminated prematurely by the German 
government.  This caused evidence to be 
suppressed, which prevented us here in the UK 
getting a proper settlement in the 1970s. The 
archives are now open and we have found the 
evidence needed to prove this. We now have the 
whole of the European Parliament behind us and we 
are gathering the support of the whole of the UK 
Parliament as well.  The German government has 
now agreed to meet us this month!  Our aim is to get 
financial assistance from the German government to 
meet our un-met health needs without us having to 
be beggars and without costing the British tax 
payers; to be paid directly to the Thalidomide Trust.  
My goal is that no Thalidomider anywhere in the 
world is left having any of their health needs not met 
financially. 
For more information see the web site: 
www.fiftyyearfight.org 
ASHDOWN FOREST LIVING 

Feedback on our last edition

This is the second edition of Alumni News in its new 
format. What did you think of the first issue? Here 
are a variety of comments we have received – and 
please keep the feedback, the comments and the 
reminiscences going to help us achieve the 
impossible: pleasing everyone. 

Dear Stephen and Christian, 
Thank you for sending me a copy of ’Michael Hall 
Alumni Newsletter’. 
I went to the then ‘New School’ in Leigham Court 
Road, Streatham Hill in 1929, into Miss Martin’s 
(later to become Mrs Darrel) class, at the age of ten 
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in 1929, having been previously at Kings Langley 
School, where I was sent age six. 
Sad about Marin and Peggy; she was particularly 
dear to me. Martin and I were both in 
the ‘Matriculation Class’ of 1937/8 (?). After that I 
got an Hons. degree I civil engineering. Much later 
in life, Martin, by then of MI5, and I had ‘business’ in 
common when I was with BAe. Guided Weapons 
Division in Stevenage. 
I am aware that for some, guided weapons should 
not be part of our defence system, but I spent the 
whole of the war in London and know what it is like 
to be bombed, V1’ed and V2’ed. The anti-aircraft 
guns were great for morale, but we fired 20,000 
shells over London per aircraft hit! With GW it’s now 
close to 1:1. 
I’m now a 96 year old and long since a retired 
widower living in Lerryn, Cornwall. If you are 
interested do ‘Google→ Lerryn Community Site’ for 
pictures of our village etc. There are those who are 
planning my 100th birthday party: me, I’ve got my 
fingers crossed. 
I believe another of our class, Neila born Ross, is 
still alive and living in Canada and who remembers 
me as the naughty boy who sat at the back of the 
class. 
Be of good cheer, 
RONALD B. ELLIOTT. 

Hello Stephen, 
Thanks for news letter. I was able to open it - hurray. 
I have never received one before, I had no idea it 
was next Saturday and I am in Gascony,  France. 
Samy and I live here full time for the moment and we 
don’t get to the UK much at all unless we have to 
rehearse the band that are based in London. 
I have some Jazz Festival bookings in France this 
year and then I may get to London in the fall as we 
are trying to get a show at Ronnie Scotts to launch a 
new album. 
But it has been a bit tough as many festivals have 
lost funding because of  bloody right wing 
conservative nonsense about cutting back on the 
arts. Winston Churchill had a thing or two to say 
about that in favour of the arts. 
Anyway we carry on.  I have been doing things 
independently for a while, whereas my next album is 
on a record label which may help matters as the 
label provides the much needed promo. It will be  a 
bit more accessible than previous albums with a 
more jazz feel and more songs in English. The label 
boss is a famous French/Lebanese jazz trumpeter 
and he has co-written the album. 
How’s Forest Row at the moment? Has the weather 
been ok? In England we always talk about the 
weather because it’s usually not good! in Gascony it 
gets so hot that it’s almost unbearable and then we 

have a big storm and it all cools down for a bit 
which we are all grateful for. In the summer its 
perpetually like that, the only thing I miss about 
England, strangely, is Forest Row and the grounds 
of Michael Hall. When I looked at the news letter I 
found myself getting very nostalgic for an England 
that probably no longer exists. Does that mean I’m 
getting old? 
When I come  back to Forest Row I feel like I’m 
coming home and I don’t feel like that about any 
other place in England. I couldn’t care less about 
London or the rest of it. Are we so made by our 
small childhood years I often wonder…. 
Anyway I love coming back as often as is possible. I 
am so keen for things to improve so that Samy and I 
are able to rent a studio flat in East Grinstead or 
Forest Row: it’s a very dear wish and I don’t 
completely understand it but that’s how it is. 
Do say hello to everyone for me and let me know 
how it goes  
lots of love 
NATACHA ATLAS (CLASS OF 1982) 

!  
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 Alumni and teachers who 
have died this year 

Barbara Whittaker Low  
(1930 - 2015) 

!  
Barbara Low was born on the 15th of August 1930. 
She was the middle of three children. 
She attended a day school in Johannesburg where 
she learned to sing and play the piano.  She and her 
sister auditioned in their late teens to take part in 
local musicals, and Barbara worked her way up 
from the chorus to understudy. This gave her several 
opportunities to take lead roles in such 
performances as Annie Get your Gun, Oklahoma 
and South Pacific when they toured in South Africa.  
They were both invited to the UK by Ivor Novello in 
1950, a year before he died. 
On their arrival they cycled round the UK together, 
staying in youth hostels and visiting the cousins 
again, after which Barbara decided to stay on in 
London as a secretary (where she used to walk 
barefoot, to save on shoe leather!) before returning 
to Johannesburg to study for her degree in English 
and Sociology. During this time she worked for one 
of her professors typing up his lectures, so missed 
out on much of the university social life. However, 
she met George, who was studying engineering, and 
they married in Johannesburg where her son 
Geordie was born in 1956. Within two months she 
was pregnant again, and at this time they decided to 
emigrate to Canada, where George worked on the 
Saint Lawrence Seaway. Sabrina was born in 1957, 
followed closely by Crail in 1958. 
It was during her time in Canada that Barbara sang 
in the local synagogue and church, and had 
changed from singing in musicals to classical music 
as a mezzo soprano, putting her professional 
singing career on hold to raise her family. 

Tragically, Geordie had a serious accident before his 
third birthday in 1959. It was through this that 
Barbara, in her desperation, met Karl Konig and, 
through him, Anthroposophy. This led her to the 
conviction that she must return to the UK.  Julian 
was born the next year, in December 1960, and they 
moved to Goudhurst in Kent in 1961, with four 
children under the age of five, and to Horsted 
Keynes in the winter of 1961/62, where they bought 
two run-down cottages with a tractor garage on an 
acre of field that also came with a Barn and two 
other stable blocks. During this time the youngest 
daughter, Dorien was born. 
After the death of her son Geordie in 1975 Barbara 
started her post graduate course at Brighton 
University, followed by her Emerson Teacher 
Training. At this time she also helped Adam 
Bittleston in his writing and editing of The Threshing 
Floor, for the Christian Community.  
After Emerson College Barbara joined the staff at 
Michael Hall School, and began her first class at the 
age of 48, in 1978. Barbara took her next class in 
January of 1987, and the class doubled in size when 
she took on Alan Drysdale’s class when he left. She 
had her first battle with cancer during this class. For 
many years during this time Barbara organised the 
annual Christmas Fair with Sonia Ogilvy. 
In 1994 she took the Brighton class for classes 6, 7 
and 8 as the Brighton Steiner School was only going 
up to the end of class 5 at that time. In 1997, 
Barbara carried on Saskia Brand’s class when 
Saskia left to have a child. After this, she took Peter 
Bark’s class for a term when he was ill, as well as 
carrying on with her invaluable work in the rest of 
the school. She was still teaching past the age of 
71.  Leaving teaching after so long, one can feel 
isolated and bereft, but she continued her amazing 
work each day in her garden instead. 
Barbara was a tough minded, disciplined, well 
respected and thorough teacher. Her work with 
`Form and Order’ was exemplary. She was fair, 
honest and questioning, both in her inner striving 
and outer work, dogged in her pursuit of what was 
right.  You could never `pull the wool’ over Barbara. 
She had a strongly difficult life, and yet, as a friend 
she was staunch and totally reliable. 
I hope I will never forget her extraordinary aesthetic 
side – the garden to recapture peace and harmony 
after a strenuous day, the truly fine home she made 
out of a derelict Barn. What a wonderfully admirable 
woman she was. I bless the years I was privileged to 
know her, and I miss her sorely. 
Barbara died after a long declining illness on the 
12th July 2015. 
KIRSTEEN WHITBY,  AUGUST 2015. 
(With many thanks to Dorien and Sarah for their 
notes, and to Tom Ravetz for his wonderful words at 
the funeral.) 
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Christopher Lewers 
(1934 - 2015)

!  
Christopher was educated at Wynstones Steiner 
school. His father Paddy Lewers, a teacher at 
Wynstones, was brother to Bob Lewers, who taught 
at Michael Hall in the early days at Kidbrooke. 
Christopher joined the Michael Hall Teacher Training 
Course in 1959, where he met Una Brocklebank, 
who had been a student at Michael Hall (class of 
1949) and who had also joined the Training Course. 
They were married in 1960 and Christopher began 
teaching at Wynstones.  
After some years they took over the hostel at 
Brookthorpe, where they became much loved hostel 
parents. Later they moved to Cornwall, where they 
ran a boat yard in Gweek for some years. They had 
three children, Patrick, Jane and Katie. 
Christopher was always a very active and practical 
person. He developed a real expertise in BD 
gardening. 
When they retired, they moved to Cheshire to be 
near their daughter Katie. Christopher remained very 
active with his gardening. He died suddenly from a 
heart attack on September 15th 2015. 
STEPHEN SHEEN 

Chris Rutherford 
(1946 - 2015) 

!  
Chris was the only child of Harry and Grace (née 
Halliday).  He enjoyed a happy childhood full of 
adventures, merriment and fun. He was a pupil at 
Michael Hall from the mid 1950s, leaving in 1964. He 
wasn't convinced that he'd learnt a great deal at 
Michael Hall, but it gave him a great love of music 
and particularly Bach's choral pieces.  He also 
enjoyed wielding a hockey stick. 
In his professional life Chris was an accountant and 
financial manager. 
In 1975 Chris married Caroline, and their much loved 
daughter, Kathy, was born in 1978.  Sadly the 
marriage did not endure and Chris was alone for a 
number of years. He and Kathy enjoyed regular 
weekend visits to his parents who by then were 
living in Ditchling. In 1990 Chris moved to Ditchling 
permanently and thus began a very happy time in 
his life. 
In 1993 he married Leona and was very pleased that 
she came with two daughters, Jo and Jess. 
He and Leona enjoyed many overseas trips 
including to Australia, Canada and Hawaii. In 2014 
there was a trip to Cuba which is where the 
photograph below was taken. 
Professionally Chris was and accountant and 
financial manager. Latterly he worked with Leona in 
her solicitor's practice.  
Chris bore his final illness very courageously and 
was always cheerful and uncomplaining. He is much 
missed by Leona, Kathy Jo and Jess and all his 
many friends.  
LEONA RUTHERFORD 
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Tony Jacobs-Brown 
(1954 - 2015)


�
Tony Brown was born on August 24th 1954 in 
Hounslow, West London. While still studying for his 
Philosophy degree at Kings College London, and 
having met Anthroposophy and Waldorf education 
through a friend, he began supply teaching in the 
Upper School at Kings Langley. He then completed 
a Post Graduate Certificate in Education at 
Winchester, and returned to teach History, 
Philosophy and Religion full-time for a further six 
years at Kings Langley, during which time he also 
carried major responsibilities in the school, such as 
chairing the College. 
In 1983 he moved to Michael Hall, where he was a 
driving force in the Upper School until the mid 
1990's, when, after having met and married Ann-
Marie Jacobs, he left to do a spell in publishing with 
Floris Books (he was a lover of books throughout his 
life), before the couple then emigrated to New 
Zealand in the Autumn of 1997. 
His colleagues remember him as an outstanding 
teacher and devoted friend, whose energy, 
enthusiasm and integrity were as formidable as his 
love for Waldorf Education. 
After 17 years in New Zealand, and spells in 
publishing, retail and short-term teaching 
assignments, Tony passed away suddenly, following 
a short illness, on 9th June 2015. He left Ann-Marie, 
his students, friends and colleagues shocked, but 
sure that their lives had all been enriched by 
knowing him. 
CLAUDE COOTE AND WILLIAM FORWARD 

Shirley Hillier née Bunn 
(1936 - 2015) 

!  
Those of you who were in residence at Kidbrooke 
during the 1950s may remember that Shirley and I 
became friends (became an item in today's 
parlance) when we were about 15 or 16. We stayed 
together for the rest of our schooldays. Inevitably, 
when we left school we went our separate ways. 
Shirley took a secretarial course, before joining Prof 
Crick's team in Cambridge. She eventually married 
Brian Hillier and raised a family - Adrian and Sophie. 
Only then did she find her real vocation as a teacher, 
settling down in Boughton, Northamptonshire. 
In retirement Shirley developed a completely new 
interest as a guide in a number of stately homes in 
Northamptonshire . That gave her a chance to 
further a long-standing interest in the pictorial arts, 
architecture and history which she cherished to the 
end of her days. She was no mean artist herself. 
Brian died in 2008 or 2009. Shirley and I got 
together again after my wife, Helen, died in 2011. 
Shirley moved to Brussels and we formed a happy if 
all too brief partnership, before she, too succumbed 
to cancer as Helen and Brian had done before her. 
No less than Helen, she is sorely missed. 
JOHN BECK 
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Alan James Beardon 
(1936 - 2015) 

!  
Alan James Beardon was born in Cheam in Surrey 
on  August 2nd 1936. in 1939 the family moved to 
Streatham in order that Alan and his brother John 
could go to Michael Hall. Later that year they were 
evacuated to Minehead with the school. 
By the time Michael Hall had moved to Kidbrooke, 
Alan’s family had moved to Plymouth and Alan and 
his brother made the long train journey to Forest 
Row, where they were boarders at the Sheen’s 
hostel, Broadstone. 
After leaving school, Alan did his National Service in 
the Royal Artillery, where he attained a commission. 
During his time in the army he became interested in 
going up to Oxford and later obtained a place at 
Lincoln College. While there he played hockey and 
tennis for his college and punted in the Oxford 
Charon team against the Cambridge Dampers. 
After Oxford, Alan did supply teaching at Michael 
Hall, where Jeanne Bailey, who was teaching 
eurythmy, told him about Professor Lievegoed in 
Holland, who was advising the Dutch government 
on social matters. Alan spent a year with Lievegoed 
and then worked for a UNA refugee camp in Austria, 
building houses. On returning to England, he took a 
job in commerce for two years. Following this, he 
did three years teaching in one of the toughest 
London schools he could find, before joining the 
staff of the North London Polytechnic, now a 
University. It was here that he would remain for the 
rest of his working life. 
Alan had five children: firstly, two sons, Matthew 
and Daniel, with his first wife Tricia, who both 

attended Michael Hall for a time. With his second 
wife Anne they had three children, Oliver, and twins 
Sarah and Emily, who were educated at the 
Canterbury Waldorf School. 
JOHN BEARDON (CLASS OF 1948) AND ANNE 
BEARDON 

Cecilia Chance 
(1928 − 2015) 

!  
Cecilia Chance, or Tiggy, as she was called by her 
friends and family, joined Michael Hall with her 
sisters Idonea and Bridget in 1940, when the school 
was evacuated from Streatham to Minehead. Their 
father, Hugh Chance, was director of the family 
glassmaking business, near Birmingham. Their 
mother Cynthia was a great supporter of BD 
agriculture. 
Tiggy’s passion at school was English and, although 
disappointed not to be able to follow this path at a 
university, she nevertheless achieved her degree 
later in life and wrote for the Times Educational 
Supplement. She also won several prizes for her 
poetry, some of which was broadcast on BBC  
Radio 4. 
In addition to raising her family of four, in 1972 Tiggy 
embarked on a farming career in North Wales with 
her husband Jeremy. Her talent for organisation and 
her promotional skills found a flowering in 1986 
when she founded the Criccieth Music Festival, 
which still flourishes today - a fitting tribute to the 
creative energies of its founder. 
STEPHEN SHEEN 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 Fundraising 
Mansion Market 
There was a very special extra attraction at the first 
mansion market after the long summer break. We 
had beautiful birds of prey and were able to see 
them close up and some people had their photo 
taken with a falcon! 

!  
There were interesting new food stalls and lots of 
gifts for Christmas. Delicious food from the café, a 
puppet show, and taster sessions with one of our 
talented therapists. It was an excellent day and 
raised £2,450 for the school bursary fund. A big 
thank you goes to the market team who put in so 
much work each time. The next market is on 
Saturday, 14th November. 

!
Market organisers: Merri Hope, Sarah Howfall, 
Paulette Revere 

Pop up shop: 
We wanted to let you all know that the fantastic sum 
of £1215 was raised at the Pop-up-Shop at the 
October Mansion market. This money will go 
towards restoring the polytunnels in the school 
garden. A huge thank you goes to Maria , Caroline 
and their band of helpers who worked so hard for 
this event. 
They are already collecting stuff for the next one, 
which will be coming up soon. 

Next: the Clockhouse 
Last year we were raising money to have the Open 
Air Theatre restored - now we are turning turn our 
focus towards the Clockhouse. Now that much of 
the general repair work has been done we are 
focusing on the restoration of a classroom space to 
bring the building back to life. 
Work will start this autumn term. A schedule of 
works is being drawn up. It is anticipated that this 
first classroom will be ready for use early in 2016. 
We are looking to raise £20,000! if you would like to 
donate, see below! 
Thank you so much! 
DAVINA SKINNER, RESOURCES MANAGER 

 Final comments: 

Our next Newsletter will be in early summer . Before 
that we would really like to have your comments on 
this one. Is this the type of newsletter that you 
want? What else would you like to have in it?  Do 
you have news you would like to share? 
Thank you so much to those behind the scenes who 
have helped with this newsletter. it couldn’t have 
happened without you. 

!  
CHRISTIAN LEWIN CLASS OF 1959 - EDITOR 
CHRISTIAN@TONYLEWIN.COM  
STEPHEN SHEEN CLASS OF 1953 - EDITOR 
STEPHENANDLIBBY@FASTMAIL.FM  
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Restoration of the Clockhouse 
The Clockhouse Appeal 2015 

!  

How you can help. 
By Cheque: I enclose a cheque for £…………………..…………… made payable to Michael Hall School. 

By Bank Transfer: I have today transferred the sum of £……………….………… to: Michael Hall School. 

Sort Code 40-20-09 

Account No. 21281216 

[Please quote ref CH15 and your name]. 

Gift Aid declaration 
I would like to increase the value of my donation by giving Michael Hall School the opportunity to claim tax on 
this donation. I confirm that I currently pay UK Income Tax or Capital Gains Tax. 

Name………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Address……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………. Post code.............................. Telephone............................................... 

Email………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Signature…………………………………………………………….…………………………..Date………………………….
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