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Dear Old Scholars and Alumni, 
Welcome to our Spring/Summer Newsletter. We 
have been working hard this year to update the 
alumni database, so we hope more of you will be 
able to receive the Newsletter online. We will also 
be having computers at our reception table at the 
Midsummer Festival on Saturday June 25th so that 
you can sign in online, with your email address. We 
will also be asking you to sign a disclaimer so that 
we can use your address to send you information – 
this is to ensure that we don’t transgress the privacy 
regulations of the school. 
Again, this has been a very full and fruitful year for 
the school (see School News, beginning on page 5), 
in spite of pupil numbers being down. Enrolment 
and student retention are important focal points at 
the moment. 
The Clockhouse has now had its roof repaired and 
the school is fundraising for additional repairs and 
to convert the interior for school use again. (Please 
turn to the article by Davina Skinner, the school’s 
Resources Manager, on page 23) 
You will notice that we are again featuring several 
pieces by alumni who have done interesting things 
since leaving Michael Hall. This is a very popular 
strand within our Newsletter and we would love to 
hear from anyone else who feels they would like to 
tell us what they are doing -- or if they know anyone 
who would be willing to contribute their own story. 
Please get in touch with Stephen Sheen or Christian 
Lewin: full contact details are given on page 23. 

Included in this issue: 
• A Preview of the Midsummer Festival

• Upcoming class reunions, class photos 

and alumni badges

• Review of “A Good School”, a history of 

Michael Hall

• School News – plays, music, events, visits 

and goodbyes 

• Congratulations: success for Michael Hall 

students

• Alumni – where are they now? Ben Logie, 

Nico Mensinga and many more

• Appreciations of alumni who have recently 

died

• Restoration of the Clockhouse 

The Midsummer Festival 

Midsummer play 

The Fan, by Carlo Goldoni 

!  
A previous production of The Fan, in 2002 (class of 
2004) 

This year, Class 10 will take us on a journey to Italy 
with "The Fan", by Carlo Goldoni. We have had a 
most inspiring time already singing beautiful love 
songs -- in Italian, of course! "Caro mio Ben", "La 
serpe a Carulina","Piu non si trovano" and more.... It 
is a delight to witness the transformation in the 
class and to feel the vibrant and sunny atmosphere 
of the play building up. 
The students have been incredibly creative, so be 
prepared to become involved on the night as the set 
is a lively piazza (Campo in Venice) encompassing 
the audience and where a lot of Italian goodies and 
many more surprises will come to you..... 
In this delightful comedy, Goldoni explores romance 
and love in contrasted social classes: the romantic 
Candida and Evaristo, the pretentious Count, 
the insolent working-class Gianina and Crespino -- 
and many more. 
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Goldoni certainly took a very daring tone mocking 
the upper class and celebrating the feisty working 
class. Furthermore, women found their voice and 
became liberated. Quite a celebration! 
You are most welcome to embark with us on this 
exciting journey, we promise you warmth, sunny 
spells, laughter, gelati and much more! 
Class 10 and Daniele Gaillemin 

Midsummer cricket 

!  
Dust off your whites – again! 
Dear alumni, parents, pupils and friends of the school 
Building on the success of last year’s Cricket Match, we 
have secured the Sunday after the Midsummer Festival 
as an additional special date dedicated to our alumni.  
Please be encouraged to come to watch or participate, 
or just relax at Michael Hall with old friends and family. 
Bring a picnic and make it a leisurely day in the 
grounds, with the added benefit of cream teas and 
Pimms!  
Date: Sunday June 26th 
Time: 12 noon to 4 pm 
Contact: Joelle Chantler – 
Joelle.chantler@michaelhall.co.uk 

Class reunions 

Midsummer reunions 
Anybody wanting to organise one? Please get in 
touch with me and I can make sure your group is 
warmly welcomed and that you are allocated a room 
in the Mansion .  
Christian Lewin (christian@tonylewin.com) 
So far we have two official ones notified to us: the 
class of 57 (if interested contact Andrew Engel, 
arengel@o2.co.uk) and the class of 1965 (contact 
John McDermott, John@thet.org) 

!  
The class of 57, when they were in class 11 
(noticeably more students than in the class 12 
picture! ) 

  
The class of 1965 (above) has invited the class 
above and the class below, so they already have 
over 33 coming. In fact, they are filling out the 
Roebuck hotel the night before, with even more 
joining them on the Saturday 

Looking further ahead, we already have a reunion 
booked for 2017 -- Bruce Jackson‘s class of 1967 
Do contact him at  b.jackson@gmx.de 

Class photos 

Photo albums and old class photographs 
We on the alumni group are continuing to work on 
the photo albums project, with the aim of 
completing the set, rationalising them and making 
them more accessible. More class albums will be 
ready by the Midsummer Festival for you to look 
through. We will be able to print out photos for you, 
too – for a small donation to cover printing costs. 
Still missing: the albums from 1985, 1987, 1990 and 
1996. Detective work is still needed to track these 
down, so please help if you can. We so want to have 
a complete set. 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Recreating the old school badge 
These were such a success at last year’s 
Midsummer Festival that we thought we would 
make even more for this summer. Accordingly, a 
group of Alumni have been beavering away in 
weekly creative sessions, fuelled by copious 
quantities of coffee and chat. 
We now have another 300 badges ready for you all. 
However, if you possibly can, please remember to 
bring the badge you had last year so our supplies of 
new ones can stretch a bit further: besides, the new 
badges are subtly different, so you can compare 
them…. 

 
Alumni at work on the production line for badges. 
Clockwise from left: Dawn Brend, Sonia Price, 
Elaine Nunhofer, Christian Lewin 

  

Book review 

!  
A Good School – A History of Michael Hall 
Joy Mansfield with Brien Masters and Stephen 
Sheen (Eds) 

Reviewed by Henry Howlett, Class 2 teacher 
My formal connection with Michael Hall began last 
September when I took up the reins of Class 2b. 
However, it was much earlier in the year when I 
formed the intention to apply for the post and it was 
around that time that I came across the book: A 
Good School. With a wish to know more about the 
school that would become the main focus of my 
professional life, were my application to be 
successful, I read the book with great interest. 
Immediately apparent on reading the book is its 
unrelentingly human perspective. The reader is 
offered great insight into the panoply of individuals 
who have contributed to Michael Hall’s 
development. Through this sensitive rendering, 
there is the possibility of obtaining a feel for the 
different constellations of people involved and how 
they worked together to further the school’s 
development.  
It is in this gentle and unhurried way that the story 
of the school unfolds through its three different 
locations and ninety years. The text is generously 
supplemented by photographic images that further 
enable the reader fathom the remarkable journey 
that the history of Michael Hall entails. 
The book consists of a number of sections that 
initially reflect different phases of the school’s 
development. A subsequent section is devoted to 
important elements and traditions that have 
contributed to the culture of Michael Hall. This 
section contains many contemporary images and 
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allows the book to make a strong connection with 
present day. There is a final section that provides 
more biographical information about the founding 
teachers. 
As a teacher who is new to the school, I have found 
it fascinating to discover more about the ongoing 
stream of development that I have become part of. 
Likewise, former scholars are also part of this 
stream that extends back to the school’s inception, 
and for this reason I heartily commend this book to 
you. 
A Good School is available at the special price of 
£15 at the Midsummer Festival or from 
reception@michaelhall.co.uk. 

News from the school  

Events  

!  

!  

Theatre 

Fragile – a play devised and performed by Class 12 
in February 2016 

!  
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Cont’… 

  

A student says... 
In our rehearsals, we have been engaging in 
exercises involving improvisation, which have been 
hugely entertaining with the aim of finding 
inspiration and ideas to build up our own unique 
devised performance. 
By the end of last week, and with just three weeks 
left, we already had a basic structure for the play. 
This has been created almost entirely by a 
combination of the students improvised sketches 
and from which each person’s character has 
gradually emerged. 
Facing modern day issues with dark witty humour, 
we meet a wide range of characters with 
questionable sanity; from a self proclaimed psychic, 
to a homophobic mother, to a man who simply 
wants the correct sandwich... 
Imogen Tribe, Class 12 Student 

 Theatre 

!
Classes 4 Language Project: The Little 
Tailor 
In the spring term we prepared a production of ‘The 
Little Tailor’ by the Brothers Grimm enacted in 
German (Class 4a) and in French (Class 4b) and also 
a puppet show (string puppets) of the same story in 
English (both Classes 4a and 4b). 
The pedagogical aim was to give an opportunity to 
Class 4 pupils to immerse themselves into German 
or French as if it were their mother tongue. The 
pupils enjoyed through the sounds, the rhythm of 
the dialogue, the music, the costumes, the 
mannerisms and the humour the folk soul alive in 
both languages. 
Furthermore, the pupils learned to make string 
puppets and, as they became the voice of their 
puppets, they were able to feel deeply the beauty of 
their own language. Each presentation included all 
three performances and there were pauses in 
between with French, German or English 
refreshments. 
A very special experience both for the actors and 
the audience embarking on an imaginary journey 
through Germany, France and England on a theme 
dear to Classes 4: the world of Giants and more… 
Daniele Gaillemin and Simone Pritchard 

�  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Music 

More than £900 raised at the Advent 
Festival of Music 
The Music Department would like to say a heartfelt 
thank you to everyone who donated money for the 
Music Fund at the Advent Festival of Music. We 
raised a fantastic £937.50! 
The money this year will again fund an introductory 
String Experience for Classes 2. The aim of the 
experience is to give all of the children an 
opportunity to experience playing a string 
instrument in an ensemble, allowing them to build 
up some basic skills over the course of two weeks. 
In addition we will purchase some suitable 
instruments for the experience that can then be 
loaned to pupils starting out on their instrumental 
journeys in Class 3 and beyond. 

Student show 

!  

Talent Show -- Feedback 
By Neil del Strother, Parent 

I wouldn't normally mail about a school event but I 
enjoyed the talent show on Friday so much that I 
feel compelled to. I've been going to it for ten years 

or so now and have always greatly enjoyed it, but 
Friday's show was the best so far. It was excellent, a 
bit edgy (which was really fantastic), genuinely 
funny, some beautifully sensitive performances, and 
a great atmosphere. Seamus did a great job as 
compere, as did all the performers (I don't know all 
their names), I loved the surreal touches (the man in 
blue etc), and the sense of awake aliveness and 
togetherness in the students both on stage and in 
the audience was a total credit to Michael Hall. 
Loved it. 

Student work 

From a Chemistry Main Lesson 

A Burning Light 
No amount of thought or time, 
Could ever teach us what it is. 

Its blinding eye and melting body, 
Seizes to capture our wild imagination, 

And tie it to the pure droplet of its existence. 

It takes every tear of feeling away, 
Replacing it with a single light, 

A burning light that warms us for a while. 
But still it holds the feeling of sadness 

As I know it will not last. 
Darkness will swallow me again, 

And only smoke reminds me of its existence. 

Poppy Lewis Brown - Class 7b 

Student work 

The Art of Colour 
Jane Furst, practising artist printmaker, has been 
visiting the A-level Art department and imparting her 
knowledge of working with colour theory. Jane is 
Royal Academy trained, and was married to the late 
Anton Furst, an academy award winning production 
designer. Her work relies on metamorphosis and a 
fascination with natural material, featuring seed 
pods and microscopic marine life. 
The students and I were privileged to have Jane 
spend two days of her time discussing colours, 
pigments and charts, providing specific instruction 
to create a colour chart with complementary colour 
desaturation, and teaching us all alternative ‘ways 
of seeing and experiencing’.  
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We are extremely grateful to Jane for her generosity 
and willingness to invest time with us (gratis) to 
share her experience and teachings. We are hugely 
appreciative and, Jane, we thank you enormously. 
Please take a look at the school website to see work 
in progress and completed examples. If you’d like to 
learn more or simply indulge in a little colour, there 
will be evening art sessions starting soon. More info 
to follow. 
Joelle Chantler – Art Department 

Student initiative 

!  

Michael Hall Students support refugee 
newborn babies in Syria  
Class 7b (year 8) students wanted to help with the 
refugee crisis in Syria. They found a charity called 
Samara’s Aid Appeal and decided as a class that 
they wanted to put together a care pack for 
newborn babies. The charity is also appealing for 
care packs for pregnant mothers and families, as 
well as those for newborn babies. 
The class cooked cakes and sold them to students 
and parents at pick-up time at Michael Hall School 
and raised over £140.  
Having purchased the baby goods, the students put 
together their care packs ready to be delivered to a 
collection point in Brighton for the charity to take to 
Syria. The packs included nappies, nappy sacks, 
bibs, cotton wool, soap, baby wipes, muslins, 
Sudocrem, vests, babygrows, blankets and washing 
powder. One student also took a walk around her 
neighbourhood and collected two black bin-liners 
full of baby clothes. 
We are really proud of the students, as are their 
parents. Well done, Class 7b! 
For more information see http://
www.samarasaidappeal.org/care-packs.  
Julie Ruse 

AS Drama exams 

AS Drama exam performances  
It was so lovely to have you all as a wonderful 
audience responsive and appreciative all along! 
Warmth is the secret and the students of class 11 
felt utterly supported! 
It really was a community effort with Angela Davis, 
Sally Schweizer, Harry Palmer, Mara Morganti 
Minchillo and of course the amazing backdrop of 
our very own artist, Ted Roberts. Thank you all so 
much. 
I always feel so privileged to witness this drama 
process and how it enables our students to discover 
and reveal to themselves and to the audience their 
true potential. 
This was the first time the examiner had stepped 
into a Steiner school and he was genuinely most 
interested to know more. I did my best! He was 
not allowed to share the outcome but all through the 
performances he seemed touched and he laughed 
heartily during "Under Milkwood"..... 
Fingers crossed.... and see you all at Midsummer 
with class 10, who will produce "The Fan" by Carlo 
Goldoni. Another exciting entertainment to look 
forward to. 
With best wishes,  
Daniele Gaillemin 

�  
Sofia Vestrini as Cecily in The Importance of Being 
Ernest 
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Languages 

Spanish in the Middle School 
I’m very happy with the introduction of Spanish to 
the Middle School and I’m delighted with the 
students' progress. Last month I saw the students 
writing about an alter ego, followed by 
presentations and a round of "press" questions.  
They also learnt about Spanish festivities and did 
research on them: now they are quite fluently able to 
do a "Macarena", as well as some Flamenco moves 
to "Bailando" by Enrique Iglesias! The students will 
now have the opportunity of reading about the 
legend of "Leal", an Arab horse, a loyal companion, 
that can bring Moors and Spaniards together as 
friends.  
Cristina Bishop, Spanish Teacher 

Careers

Career programme in the Upper School 
As part of our career programme, Class 11 and 
some of Class 12 visited the Apprenticeship Fair last 
week. They had the opportunity to talk to a wide 
range of organisations offering apprenticeships with 
a variety of different levels, commitments and 
salaries all offered as an alternative to the familiar 
University route. Apprenticeships were offered by a 
range of organisations such as the Civil Service, 
GCHQ, large engineering firms, marketing firms, 
retail industries and the Army: this variety prompted 
the students to engage in rich and diverse 
discussions about their future opportunities.  
The Apprenticeship Fair supported our recent 
Career Evening for Upper School students. 
Individuals came and talked to students on their 
‘table’ about their own careers and what they 
actually involve on a day-to-day basis.  
Class 10 students are soon to embark on their Work 
Experience for two weeks following their GCSE 
exams, and following this there is a ‘sharing’ of their 
experiences as a Class so all can hear each 
student’s views on the work placements and 
environments that they chose. 
We also have past students coming back to School 
to offer their experiences and the pupils’ tutors and 
guardians use some of their time with pupils to 
discuss opportunities and lifestyle choices for the 
students to consider. 
We are always seeking to upgrade and improve this 
important aspect of our work in the Upper School, 
and if you have ideas or contributions these would 
be gratefully received. 
Jo Reeves and Alastair Burtt (Class 11 Guardians) 

South Korean visit

Visit of teachers and students from Busan, 
South Korea 
On Tuesday 12th and Wednesday 13th of January 
many staff and students will have noticed that we 
received a visit by six teachers and four pupils from 
the Appletree Steiner School in Busan, South Korea. 
Cheong Kuck Lee and his partner Jumi Han were both 
here at Michael Hall in 2002 and 2003 for observation 
and teaching practice. Jumi was already qualified as 
an eurythmist, and both were inspired by the idea of 
founding a Steiner Waldorf school in their home city.  
This has now been achieved and the Appletree school, 
though still quite small in terms of numbers, now goes 
up to Class 9. It is one of thirteen Steiner Waldorf 
schools in South Korea, all of which are independent 
schools, receiving no state funding but enjoying a 
good reputation for the quality of education offered, 
and particularly for the strength of the arts in both 
teaching method and content. 
The four young pupils, whose English was stretched 
and strengthened by the encounter, joined Classes 7, 
8 and 9 for those two days and were delighted by the 
warm and friendly welcome extended to them by 
teachers, pupils and parents alike. Characteristically, 
they brought a gift from the East with them: this took 
the form of four pieces of tone eurythmy, which they 
performed to Class 5 on the Wednesday. 
The teachers were welcomed into most classes in the 
Lower School, and Classes 9 and 10 in the Upper 
School, and were able to hold conversations with their 
English colleagues about content and method. They 
also joined our in-service teacher training “At the Heart 
of Teaching” to share impressions with our student 
teachers. On leaving they were particularly grateful for 
the openness of their welcome, and even mentioned 
that the red visitors’ badges with which they were 
issued on arrival each morning had been a great help 
because they seemed to draw smiling people towards 
them with the question “Can I help you?” 
All were amazed at the beauty of the surroundings we 
enjoy and facilities like the Gym, the Theatre and the 
Kindergarten, not to mention the Mansion itself, 
hosting our administration and Classes 11 and 12. 
Each day concluded with a review in the Round Room, 
where we were able to address some of the many 
questions they brought with them. For our own 
students there was the heightened experience of 
belonging to a truly worldwide education movement. 
On their and our behalf, I should like to extend cordial 
thanks to our pupils, colleagues and parents for the 
warm and generous welcome given to our South 
Korean sister school, who are now in Italy for a week, 
savouring the delights of the Renaissance in Art and 
Architecture. 
William Forward 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Class 7b visit to London 

Galleries, museums and hot chocolate 
The class piled enthusiastically into the mini vans 
which were taking them to East Grinstead to catch 
the train. We were going to Dulwich Picture Gallery 
to visit the MC Escher exhibition. Crowds were 
queuing for tickets but we slipped by them all and 
soon found ourselves before the extraordinary 
drawings. My favourite was the mini crocodiles 
crawling in and out of a tessellating picture. 
From Dulwich we made our way to the Victoria and 
Albert Museum and there took in the South Asian, 
Islamic, Chinese, Japanese and Mediaeval Galleries. 
After drawing a Chinese Buddha we reflected on the 
moods of the different galleries. 
A hot chocolate capped our visit before setting off 
for home, tired but fulfilled. 
Combined from the reports of Poppy Lewis-Brown 
and Harvey Hamer, Class 7b 

Chinese Visitors 

Teachers from China 
For several weeks earlier this year, our Chinese 
visitors were a common sight around the school. 
Waldorf Education in China is thriving. In September 
twenty new schools started. There are now seventy 
schools and the oldest was only started nine years 
ago. One school is so popular that this summer they 
had a hundred applications for Class 1! That school, 
in the north of Beĳing, has now started a parallel 
class even though they are only up to Class 5. 
All the visitors to Michael Hall were practising 
Waldorf teachers hailing from four different schools. 
They are all participants in the teacher training 
programme that I and other colleagues have been 
teaching on over the last four years. They are here 
to experience how Waldorf Education works when it 
is already ninety years old!  
But we too are learning, the enthusiasm they bring 
is contagious, as many colleagues have 
commented. 
Philip Beaven - Class 7b Teacher 

Music from Norway 

Standing ovation for Oslo City Steiner 
School 
In mid May Michael Hall hosted students from Oslo 
City Steiner School's current Class 12 who gave a 
wonderfully vibrant concert in the Theatre to pupils 
and students from Classes 6 to 12. The Norwegian 
students performed a programme full of variety that 
they had devised over the three weeks prior to their 
tour. We were the last of three Steiner schools in the 
South East to hear the musicians and we heard 
music ranging from the Norwegian renaissance to 
the Beatles; from Schubert to the latest viral hit 
created by the Norwegian talk-show hosts, Ylvis, all 
introduced in eloquent English. 
Our entertainers from Oslo were awarded a standing 
ovation. What a treat. More next year!  
Julian Rolton, Music Teacher 

Class trip 

7b travels to Germany 

�  

From 29th February for two weeks Class 7b were in 
South Germany living with German families and 
experiencing life in a German Waldorf School. 
There was a lot of apprehension before the class 
went: after all, what sort of food do German people 
eat? Are they very strict? What happens if we don’t 
like it? Etcetera, etcetera. 
Well I am pleased to report that our students 
discovered that German people are very like us, 
they even eat similar food to us and the host 
families were extraordinarily generous and helpful! 
We also had five afternoons of ski instruction, two 
days cross-country and three days Alpine, 
culminating in a joint excursion to the mountains 
with the German Class 7. This sport is perfect for 
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Class 7 children as the learning and its immediate 
effect are very directly apparent. 
The trip was altogether a very good learning 
experience and I hope that many other class 7s will 
also consider it. 
Philip Beaven – Class 7b 

�  

Goodbye to Avida Hancock 

!  
We are sad to say goodbye to Avida Hancock, who 
has worked supporting the management of the 
school for seven years. 
She has initiated and researched many areas of 
development for the school over the time she has 
been here and has worked closely with the School 
Management Team to ensure they have the 
continuity and knowledge for good decision making 
in all aspects of their work.  
She will be much missed in so many areas of the 
School and we wish her well in her new exciting 
step into the world of consultancy. 
Jo Reeves, College Chair 

Goodbye to Martin Baker 

Martin Baker finished teaching at Michael Hall at 
Christmas. He had been a Gym teacher at the 
school for more than 30 years, having come here 
after qualifying as a PE teacher and having spent 
nine years teaching in Africa. 
For the last ten years he has been part time as he is 
a co-founder of Bothmer Movement International, 
an organisation that runs courses for Waldorf PE 
teachers and movement educators throughout the 
world. Martin is moving on to put his energy and 
focus into this full time, and decades of children will 
remember him teaching them in the Gym and out on 
the fields of Michael Hall. 

!  
During his time here Martin also pioneered and 
shaped the Class 5 Olympic Games, which has 
been a standard bearer and the largest annual event 
for Waldorf school children in the world. This 
summer will be the 27th time it has run. 
Martin’s skills will be sorely missed by the whole 
school, and especially so within the Gym 
department where he is a strong colleague, support 
and mentor, and we work very closely together. We 
wish him all the best for the future 
Olly Room, Gym Teacher 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Bite-Size talks 

Feedback from e-safety talk 
On Monday January 26th the Communications team 
organised a Bite-Size talk on e-safety, inviting 
parents to drop in to the early morning session in 
the canteen. The session, presented by Matt Martin 
and Thackery Davis, was well attended, with about 
30 people joining the discussion. 
We covered the major areas of online risk to the 
children and how parents can start to support their 
child’s safe use of the internet. We plan to make this 
a regular event and will be running more sessions in 
the future on a range of topics. 
For further advice please see our e-safety page at 
www.michaelhall.co.uk/esafety. 
Matt Martin & Thackery Davis, E-safety Officers 

Feedback from talk on Gym 
We all know our class teacher well but how well do 
we know our children's speciality teachers, the ones 
who deliver all the additional subjects our children 
enjoy?  
Michael Hall offers Bite-Size Talks delivered by 
these teachers on a regular basis. In the spring term 
parents were treated to a thoroughly enjoyable and 
entertaining Bite-Size Talk with Gym teacher Olly 
Room. 
We learnt so much about the Gym curriculum, how 
it is delivered to our children and at what 
developmentally appropriate ages. We played some 
of the children's games: it was a wonderful start to 
the morning. 
Thank you to all the speciality teachers and to 
Christian Lewin for arranging these talks. They are 
invaluable. 
Tal Souleiman (Parent) 

Feedback on the talk on gardens 
In the corner of the walled garden sits a gigantic pile 
of weeds surrounded by the remnants of the old 
greenhouses. The fork’s done its winter work 
clearing the way for more palpable crops. Carpets 
of dazzling green rye grass will soon turn to 
chocolate brown then back to green again, but a 
different green altogether. 
Straight lines chase away unruly insurgence – for 
now at least. 
There will be an opportunity in the Summer Term for 
parents to visit the school garden (watch this space) 
and see the transformative process occurring as the 
sun climbs higher each day. 

Following on from the discussions we had during 
the Bite-Size Talk, with enough will from the parents, 
the produce can be sold at the Mansion Markets 
and from a trial stall once a week for the 
Kindergarten pick-up time starting after Easter. As 
the spring slowly arrives the sowing and 
transplanting intensifies. Please contact me if you 
would like to come and lend a hand or two if you 
can spare the time. 
You will have no doubt heard from excited Class 3 
pupils about the incubator. From the Easter holidays 
the little chicks started off their life in the Orchard 
within the walled garden. Later in the year Classes 
3’s gigantic construction (that could house an emu) 
will be set up in the outside orchard for the mature 
hens. So we will have Michael Hall eggs if the fox 
stays away! 
Enjoy the arrival of spring. 
Laurie Donaldson, School Gardener 

Bite-Sized Talks planned for the summer 
term include Science in the Middle School, 
with Sarah Wilson, and Religion throughout 
the school, with Antoinette Reynolds and 
William Forward. 

School garden 

�  

Raising chickens – the Class 3 way 
As part of the rich farming curriculum and as part of 
our Easter celebrations, Class 3b hatched some 
Light Sussex chicks last term. We started by waiting 
21 long days for the eggs to hatch. What joy when 
they first began to pip and finally hatch. The 
children cared for our little feathered friends in the 
classroom and now the chicks are helping to keep 
the school garden free of slugs and snails.  
Anna Jobski, Class 3b Teacher  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Royal endorsement for biodynamics 

!  
Tablehurst & Plaw Hatch Community Farm 
Newsletter, March 2016 

Association AGM 

Michael Hall Association held in Annual 
General Meeting on 16th March 2016. This 
was the agenda. A full report of this 
meeting will be included in our autumn 
issue. 

You are warmly invited to our Annual General 
Meeting. The evening will comprise three parts: 
1. The business meeting. 
2. An explanation and consultation on the 
safeguarding and security changes that have been 
made and will be made. 
3. A briefing and consultation on the strategy 
development work underway (Theory U). 
The business meeting is the formal part of the 
agenda where Council presents a report of the 
year past and the year to come, the accounts are 
received, Council members are appointed and 
auditors appointed. 

The rest of the evening is less formal and provides 
an opportunity for parents, teachers and friends of 
Michael Hall to become informed and offer their 
views. 
Light refreshments will be provided. 
Andrew Scott, Chair of Council 

A full report of this meeting will be included 
in our autumn issue 

Class Contacts 

!  

How Liz Attwell presented Theory U to the 
Class Contacts 
Liz Attwell teaches English in the Upper School. She 
is part of a steering group that is starting a process 
called theory U – looking at ourselves and reflecting 
on how everything is working, and how we can go 
into the future. Theory U comes from Otto Scharmer 
who is a professor at MIT but comes from a Steiner 
background. 
The process involves interviewing the most 
marginalised people within the community; these 
findings will inform ‘work days’ in September, which 
will help the steering group to identify new ideas 
and initiatives. This process ran already at the AGM 
in March. 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There will be some Theory U Community cafes; 
these will be structured events where there will be 
dialogues about issues to do with the school. This 
will be input for the Theory U team. The dates are as 
follows and more details to be made available 
nearer the time. 

• Sat 21 May from 3-5 
• Thurs 26 May at 7pm: Christof Wiechert will 

give a talk for parents. He has retired from 
being the leader of the Waldorf Schools 
Movement, but still tours the world giving 
talks.  

• Sat 19 June from 3-5 
Liz clarified the rationale for the process, she said 
that the school came out of three inspections and 
felt it wanted to reconnect with the source of its 
inspiration, looking at who we are and what we do. 
She says there is a feeling that we want to 
invigorate the organisation. 
Otto Scharmer has a website ‘The Presencing 
Institute’ and Jo Reeves suggests we visit this. 
There are also YouTube videos on the website. 
Questions: 
A parent asked whether the school is undermining 
its own authority by asking these sorts of questions. 
Jo suggested that we don’t have the answers but 
sometimes they come out of the fact finding. The 
process is useful for looking at the whole 
community and coming up with a picture that 
everybody wants for the school. Once more data 
has been gathered, the school will engage with 
professionals to help evaluate the data and inform 
decision-making. 
Jo talked about listening and the four stages: 
1. listening with ears that confirm what we already 
know 
2. open to ideas of the picture being wrong but 
wanting to analyse whether that’s true 
3. stepping inside the other person’s shoes and 
feeling it from their point of view 
4. listening with openness and trying to form a 
picture of what’s being said 
The ideal way of listening is stage 4. 
Class contacts did an exercise in gathering 
qualitative data with each other and then fed back 
to the group. There followed open discussion about 
the process and the feedback mechanism. 

FEEDBACK IN ‘WORDS’ FROM THEORY U WITH 
CLASS CONTACTS  
(different colours represent different people) 
Why did you become class contact? 
Obligation, motivation, involvement, chance to offer, 
being asked, ‘tricked’! enjoy organising 
What are the joys of being class contact? 
Creating magic with the children, facilitating, 
knowing, connecting, engagement, getting to know 
wider class group, helping overworked teachers 
What are the challenges? 
Advent Fair, trying to ‘force’ volunteers, working 
with busy parents, solving concerns, 
communications, being ‘different’ from the rest of 
the class group, getting shot as the messenger! 
What are the obstacles? 
Things get formal too quickly- better way to deal 
with concerns, parent-teacher communication is 
good but parent-school communication is not, 
would have liked more depth to the SIS results to 
help us understand, lack of hope for change, chit-
chat in car park, where to bring concerns, being 
taken seriously, getting feedback from requested 
involvement, all a bit foggy! 

Easter breakfast 

!  
We continue to thank our great class contacts for all 
the valuable work they do for their classes and for 
the school. Before Christmas we had a lovely festive 
evening around the fire in the Mansion lit with 
candle light, and with delicious nibbles from Alex. 
We have since had an Easter Breakfast together in 
the canteen. A really joyous occasion. 

�14



Congratulations to….. 

Class 7b published author! 
Did you know that Class 7b has its own published 
author in the class? In April 2015 Harvey Hamer 
published his first book: The Diamond Dimensions: 
Volume 1: Exploration; Volume 2: Discovery, 
followed in October 2015. 
Both are available in paperback, Kindle and free 
through Kindle Unlimited lending library on Amazon. 
So far, in less than one year, Harvey has sold over 
1,300 books and has made about £800. He is now 
working on volume 3, but still never misses a 
homework deadline! 
The books follow the adventures of Dan after Dr 
Trayaurus, his best friend and scientist partner's 
machine breaks down. While he is inside, Dan is 
abandoned in a foreign dangerous dimension, 
similar in some ways to his own, The Diamond 
Overworld. In this dimension he finds new allies 
such as Companion Cube, a hovering robot, and 
makes enemies like a Mystic Enderman, a being of 
teleportation. Slowly, Dan, with the aid of his 
technology, builds up a shelter and a way of life. 
The story is also based on a Minecraft series by The 
Diamond Minecart, Dan. 
Philip Beaven - Class 7b Teacher 

�  

!  

Congratulations on….. 

University successes 
Lennox Smith for receiving offers to read Music at 
Oxford University and Kings, London and to Jon-
Francis Forward for receiving offers to read 
Geography from Durham, Exeter and Newcastle – 
great news for both young men and more to follow 
as the offers continue to come in. 
Jane Morris Brown, Upper School Faculty Chair 

Congratulations on the….. 

Silver Medal 
We warmly congratulate Felix Rosenboom (Class 
8b) on being awarded the Associated Board of the 
Royal Schools of Music's Silver Medal in recognition 
of his outstanding achievement in passing his Grade 
8 cello exam with such a high mark. 
Felix earned a remarkable 146 out of a maximum of 
150! These awards are made annually to a small 
number of ABRSM exam candidates and recognise 
those who achieve exceptionally high marks in their 
grade 6, 7 or 8 exams. 
Well done Felix! 
On behalf of the school, 
Julian Rolton, Music Teacher  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Sporting success 

!
Michael Hall wins Sussex Private Schools  
Basketball League 
Michael Hall has won the SPSBL League for 2016 with a 
great match against Ardingly rounding off the season. 
Michael Hall 47       Ardingly 37 
All players have worked hard throughout the season to 
improve their skills and the team has proved 
unstoppable, winning every match they played.  
Well done lads!  
Olly Room, Gym Dept 

Gold medals 

South East 2016 Regional Orienteering Championships 
• Gold Medal for u14 male goes to Felix Rosenboom 
• Gold Medal for u16 male goes to Stanley Heap (out of 

85) 
• Gold Medal for u14 female goes to Scarlett Heap  
• Gold Medal for u12 male goes to Tommy Heap (Class 

4) 
• and Dad, Will Heap, wins Gold Medal for u40 male! 
Well done everyone! 

Masters in Steiner 

Join the new MA course in Steiner 
Education 
Canterbury Christ Church University, Kent, has been 
running an MA in Education (Steiner Philosophy) for three 
years. Now Michael Hall has invited them to run the 
programme as a “school-based” Masters beginning in 
September 2016. 
The course provides a unique opportunity to explore and 
research Rudolf Steiner’s educational philosophy in 
relation to contemporary ideas. The MA aims to 
transcend the boundaries between Steiner and other 
thinkers and researchers, and will evaluate the 
commonalities as well as the differences. For this reason, 
it is offered to both mainstream and Steiner teachers and 

school employees, as well as interested parents and 
Alumni. 
The course will be part-time and spread over three years. 
Module titles are: research methods; the self; child 
development; spirituality and creativity; education policy; 
culture; and the thesis. 
The main tutors will be Dr Fiona Stephens for Canterbury 
Christ Church University, and Dr Robert Rose for the 
Steiner Waldorf Schools Fellowship. Robert Rose has 
been modules leader in philosophy and anthroposophy 
at the University of Plymouth since 1992. 
Liz Attwell, Upper School Teacher and CPD Mandate 
Holder. 
For further information on this course please contact: 
fiona.stephens@canterbury.ac.uk 
Please cc: robertrose1@hotmail.co.uk 

Exhibition 

  

On my Way 
Exhibition of recent paintings by Ted Roberts 
Dick Chester Studio 
Saturday 23rd & Sunday 24th of April - 10:00 - 18:00 
“This title is a reflection of the years, alongside those of 
my teaching, that I have followed my own need to 
develop and express myself in line and colour. 
“Teaching had always been my main focus, but my 
training in art, both in theory and in practice, not only 
provided a good basis for the classroom, but had always 
stimulated the painter in me. 
“This exhibition has a varied selection of recent work, but 
also has work from previous years, which shows the 
development of the subject and style over the past 
decade or so. 
“Art cannot stand alone, and remains incomplete without 
the thoughts and contemplations and reactions of the 
public. So here is an invitation to all you art lovers out 
there, to join me over these two very short days, to view 
and share your thoughts on this exhibition.” 
Ted Roberts, former teacher at Michael Hall 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News from old scholars 

Paul Carr, opera director 

�  

I was a pupil at Michael Hall from 1972 when I was age 
11, joining in Class 5. I boarded for the first year at 
Broadstones until my family moved to the new 
development of Michael Fields in 1973. My class 
teacher was George Locher and in the senior school 
my guardian was Ted Roberts. I absolutely loved my 
time at Michael Hall and have remained in contact with 
various fellow pupils and teachers. The school was 
good for me on so many levels, but particularly as it 
helped me develop creatively in music, art and drama 
- three subjects that I have devoted my life to ever 
since. 
On leaving school I briefly studied stage design at 
Croydon College of Art & Design, before winning a 
scholarship to study voice and piano at the Guildhall 
School of Music & Drama, where I remained for two 
years. Having then decided not to pursue a career as 
an opera singer, and being too impatient to wait a year 
to join drama school, I joined the stage management 
of English National Opera where I learnt my craft and 
worked for three years during the company’s greatest 
period. 
In 1987 I was appointed stage manager with The 
Australian Opera where I remained for seven years, 
returning to the UK in 1993. Over a 33-year career in 
opera stage management I have worked with some of 
the world’s most innovative companies, including, 
ENO, The Australian Opera, The Israeli Opera, 
Glyndebourne Festival Opera and Garsington Opera, 
as well as many freelance contracts including the 
annual Raymond Gubbay “Opera in the Round” 
presentations at the Royal Albert Hall. 
In recent years I have lessened my work in stage 
management in favour of directing in my own right and 
have directed various large-scale productions for the 
exceptional Dorset Opera Festival, which include: The 
Flying Dutchman, Aida, A Masked Ball, and Puccini’s 
emotional Suor Angelica. This coming July I will direct 

Tchaikovsky’s glorious opera Eugene Onegin for the 
festival. 
Last December I made my debut in The Netherlands 
directing Menotti’s heart-felt Christmas opera “Amahl 
& the Night Visitors” for the Nederlandse Reisopera 
and will return to the company in 2018 to direct a 
brand-new production of The Flying Dutchman. 
I have lived in Australia and in Israel, where I worked in 
the new opera house in Tel Aviv, and spent six years 
living on the beautiful island of Mallorca with my then 
long-term partner; a sometimes frustrating, though 
ultimately truly idyllic life on one of the world’s most 
beautiful of islands. We had six chickens and a goat 
called Esmeralda, plus three small Mallorcan dogs and 
two cats. I learnt Spanish, worked as a waiter and ran 
my own restaurant. I wrote much music and painted 
large abstract Jackson Pollock-esque canvases, 
holding three exhibitions there. I also taught art for a 
while at adult evening classes in my local village, but 
really, I’m not sure what they got from me except 
perhaps a more dynamic use of colour; they just 
wanted to paint rural settings and chickens! 
While a pupil at Michael Hall I received both singing 
and music theory lessons from Cecil Cope and 
studied piano with Philip Lange, both of whom were 
instrumental in supporting my interest in composition 
from an early age. My first compositions were 
performed at Michael Hall and include a Guitar Quintet 
and a musical version of Cinderella. I also 
commissioned an opera on Noah’s Flood from Mr and 
Mrs Cope in which my mum sang Mrs Noah along with 
Jon Godber as Noah and Stephen Sheen as the Voice 
of God. I also designed and directed it and played one 
of the sons. Now that’s a Steiner education!  
Since my time at Michael Hall I have gone on to write 
many works, chamber, orchestral and choral, most of 
which are now published and quite a few recorded. My 
“Requiem for an Angel”, dedicated to my mother on 
her death in 2005, was recorded on Stone Records, 
conducted by my brother Gavin (also a pupil at 
Michael Hall); it became Classic FM’s CD of the Week 
in 2011 which popularised the piece and helped it 
become one of my most performed works to date. 
Recent commissions include a Piano Concerto for the 
Left Hand written for the left-handed pianist Nicholas 
McCarthy, to be premiered in Bath later this year, and 
a Violin Concerto which will be premiered at this year’s 
English Music Festival in May. 
Having never been particularly academic, I was 
somewhat surprised, but delighted to be awarded an 
Honorary Doctorate of Music from Nottingham Trent 
University in the summer of 2014, for my “substantial 
contribution to music at a national level”. Now who’d 
have thought it! 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Nico Mensinga, screenwriter and 
movie maker 

�

There are foundation myths to all our personal histories, 
events that seem to take on heightened meaning as we 
attempt to tell and make sense of the story of our lives. 
When I tell myself how it is that I came to be a writer, 
specifically a screenwriter, my foundation myths (or my 
origin story, if I was writing my life as a super hero 
movie) start at Michael Hall. I arrived at Michael Hall in 
1989 when I was seven years old, having come from a 
school in London where I was undertaking special 
classes for being dyslexic (which even now, I still had to 
look up how to spell), and where I definitely felt 
“stupid”. I remember not being able to follow what went 
on in the classroom. 
At Michael Hall, I was given my first taste of being good 
at something, encouraged at a talent specific to me, 
which gave me an identity beyond the one I had 
erroneously formed. I woke up one night, when I was 
ten years old, and I wrote poem. The next day I showed 
that poem to Barbara Low, my English teacher. And she 
told me that it was good. Very good. She asked me to 
show her more. So, I wrote more. And so it came to 
pass that I fixated on the notion that I was a poet! It 
gave me something deeply precious, this 
encouragement. It gave me something of my own, an 
identity, a distinction to be proud of – I might not have 
been the best at geography or mathematics or on and 
on – but I could write. I’ll always be grateful for the flush 
of pride (unfelt until then) that Barbara Low gifted me 
with. 
The second foundation stone was acting. Stephen 
Sheen, my main lesson teacher, was a great encourager 
of this strand that would take on greater significance in 
my life. With these two elements in place – a love of 
acting, and of writing – I went on to study Drama and 
Theatre at The University of Birmingham, after which I 
took a minor detour into the world of marketing (the 
wrong turns are as instructive as the right turns), before 
throwing my chips into the hard slog of trying to make it 
as a writer. 
I started a small production company with my friend 
Charlie Cattrall, and we taught ourselves the means of 

production, so that we could start making things 
ourselves. So we’d shoot and edit and act and write 
and direct everything. It was cheap and cheerful. 
Eventually, though, you need some external validation 
to know you’re doing the right thing, and we did start to 
get some. We won a mentoring scheme with Sofia and 
Roman Coppola’s company in LA. Our shorts films were 
nominated at festivals, we even got short-listed for a 
BAFTA nomination (close but no cigar). Until finally we 
took all that experience and made a feature film, which I 
wrote, called TITUS. It’s a story about a displaced 
African American jazz musician trying to come to terms 
with his troubled past. It also did very well at festivals, 
and was nominated for two BIFA awards, which is 
amazing seeing as we produced it ourselves. It got me 
a literary agent, and a sort of industry seal of approval. 
Right now, I’ve had my first feature script funded by the 
BFI and Creative Scotland, with producers Valentina 
Brazzini and Tristan Goligher producing (he produced 
the film 45 Years). The director Peter Mackie Burns won 
the Golden Bear at Berlin Film Festival with a short film 
of his, so he’s no slouch as a director; and the lead 
actress Emily Beecham had a role in the latest Coen 
Brothers’ film, Hail, Caesar. Our film is in the edit at the 
moment, deep in post-production land, and won’t be 
out until at least next year. But look out for a film called 
Daphne, as I wrote it! 
Up next, I have a thriller called Hush Money being 
produced by Afo Kuti and Revolution Films, with Kim 
Farrant directing, whose film Strangerland starring 
Nicole Kidman was at Sundance. I’m excited about this 
project too! And that’s me up to date with the 
continuing story of how I came to be a writer (feels 
good saying that). 

Bennie Logie, Healthy Stuff founder 

I attended Michael Hall from playgroup to class 10 
(1984 to 1996). My class teacher in the Lower School 
was the diminutive Mrs Law who I have very fond 
memories of. In the Upper School I had Madame 
Gaillemin as my class guardian, who I'm sure thought I 
would one day become an actor as she would 
encourage me to volunteer myself to play the lead in all 
school productions. Of all the subjects, Games, Art and 
Drama were the ones I enjoyed the most. 
Memorable points were having the first, as far as I 
know, solo speaking part in a school pageant playing St 
Francis, and playing Azdak in our Class 8 production of 
Brecht's The Caucasian Chalk Circle. These, and 
endless hours playing basketball in what was then the 
games hall and is now the Eurythmy studio. 
In 2000, aged 20, I moved up to London. Over the next 
ten years I worked in many different bars, pubs and 
cafés, always in the East End. This was broken by a 
season working in Ibiza, a couple of seasons working 
as orchestra assistant to my dad at Glyndebourne 
Opera, and a couple of years working in post 
production trying to become an editor. I finally realised I 
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have no technical aptitude. There were no computers at 
Michael Hall in my day. 
In 2005 I met my partner Marina. She had come to the 
UK from Finland to study business at Liverpool 
University and had recently moved down to London. 
After a brief romance we moved in together. Shortly 
after meeting each other Marina became very 
interested in nutrition so enrolled to study as a 
nutritional therapist. Whilst studying she was managing 
a couple of busy health shops in central London. 

!  

We had been living in Dalston, Hackney, for quite a few 
years by then so we knew the area well. It had been 
changing a lot and we realised what it lacked was 
anywhere decent to buy organic groceries so we 
hatched our plan. Our plan was simple, to have a health 
shop and cafe thus utilising both our skill sets. 
After about a year of planning and searching we finally 
found our perfect premises, a small corner shop on the 
end of a small parade of shops on Dalston Lane. The 
previous occupier was a shop called Hackney Music, 
which didn't in fact make its money selling music but by 
far more dubious means. This resulted in us being 
asked frequently, jokingly, whether we sold herbs. We 
do sell herbs. 
We finally signed the lease in November 2010. Marina 
was by this time heavily pregnant. Something that 
wasn't time-wise totally to plan but was nevertheless 
fact. We renovated the shop ourselves with a lot of help 
from family. Mum did painting and dad built the fixtures 
and fittings. We painted the outside light blue, put the 

Healthy Stuff signage up (as with all my best ideas the 
name Healthy Stuff was conceived in the shower) and 
on 26th January 2011 we opened our doors to the 
public. Two weeks after later our first child Ella was 
born. 
In the beginning life was pretty chilled. We had a steady 
trickle of customers from the word go. The idea was for 
the café to just serve really good coffee, fresh juices, 
smoothies and either vegan or gluten free cakes, so it 
was never too hectic. 
Five years on and the shop has become steadily busier 
year by year. It has changed a bit. We now serve all day 
brunch, sandwiches and salads as well as keeping to 
the original plan of juices, smoothies and coffee. We try 
as much as possible to use products from the shop in 
the café, for example, we sell lovely sourdough bread 
from a local bakery and we use the same bread for our 
toasts and sandwiches. Likewise we sell the same 
coffee we serve. Also from a local Hackney roasters. 
We also juice the fresh fruit and veg we sell, therefore 
minimising waste and creating a nice synergy to the 
shop. 
We've become particularly well known for our Avocado 
on Toast, having had it listed as first top five and then 
top three avocado toasts in London by The Evening 
Standard. This is pleasing as a lot of cafés do Avocado 
on Toast in London, so we're up against some stiff 
opposition. 
I think what I'm most proud of, though, is that we've 
managed to create somewhere with a real community 
feel. Something that is hard to find in the big smoke. 
We've also, without fully intending to, created a nice 
work/life balance for ourselves, sharing work and 
childcare equally. After Ella came Winston, who's now 
coming up to his third birthday. 
Running a small business, it turns out, is a lot easier 
than running small children. 
The area has changed a lot in the past five years. It 
seems like a new café, restaurant or health shop opens 
every month so competition wise it is becoming harder. 
Shortly after opening we were described by a local poet 
as a 'harbinger' which, after googling, we found out 
meant an omen, often of death. This was a metaphor 
for the death of the old Dalston, which in hindsight, 
although it doesn't sound it, was a compliment as it 
meant we were one of the first of the new. 
We were part of the gentrification of the area which is 
ironic because in a way were responsible for pricing 
ourselves out of the area (although it was inevitable this 
would happen anyway with or without our help). We've 
now moved to nearby Tottenham, which is very similar 
to what Dalston was like 12 years ago and will, no 
doubt, be how Dalston is now in 12 years time 
I have managed to use my artistic side, gained from 
going to Michael Hall, in designing the logo, loyalty 
cards, tote bags and design and feel of the shop which 
are aspects of the business I really enjoy. Accounts, not 
so much. 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Mikey Argy MBE, medical campaigner, 
on the set of Call the Midwife 

 

I had the opportunity to take my two teenage daughters 
with me to visit the set of Call The Midwife at the end of 
last year. The producers of the show were planning 
series five (now already shown on TV) and the year was 
to be 1961, the year when thalidomide, a sleeping pill and 
a drug for morning sickness, was withdrawn from the 
market due to the damage it was causing to the unborn 
foetus (although the public was not made aware until six 
months later in May 1962). 
Being affected by thalidomide and a leader in that 
community, I received a call from one of the production 
company’s research writers. They were looking for real 
live stories to bring into their series, so I recounted 
various stories for them and then I passed them on to the 
Thalidomide Society which holds many more of the 
families’ personal records of the thalidomide story. I kept 
their details, and approached the producers directly to 
ask them to work with me and the Thalidomide Trust in 
connection to our current campaign 
(www.fiftyyearfight.org) – which calls the German 
government to account for prematurely terminating the 
criminal trial against the German manufacturers of 
thalidomide between 1968 and 1970 in Germany. This 
action was a breach of the German government’s own 
constitution, and resulted in preventing all thalidomide-
affected people all over the world from receiving 
appropriate sums of compensation for their injuries. 
The producers kept to their word and, at the end of each 
of the three episodes which had featured thalidomide, 
mentioned that the campaign for justice is still ongoing. 
They also refer to us on their Facebook page, and have 
invited me personally to various events. Without doubt 
the most exciting one was to go on set. We met all the 
cast, but most importantly of all, for me and for them, my 
presence with my children brought to the attention of 
everyone there that thalidomide is not just a story 
consigned to the history books and a TV programme (the 
first ever!) but it is a story which is still very much alive. 
There is a whole generation of people between the ages 
of about 23 to 40 who haven’t heard the word 
thalidomide and many more who do not know that it was 
the greatest man-made medical disaster in history, with 
over 100,000 babies killed in the womb, and 70 percent 

of live births not surviving to adulthood just in the UK 
alone. Our numbers stand at 655 alive today in the UK. 
My children and I watched in fascination how a TV 
episode is made. We were privileged to get to see one of 
the final drafts of the first episode in series five, but then 
we had to keep hush and weren’t allowed to tell anyone 
anything about it. We held the prosthetic thalidomide 
babies: Susan, born with no arms and legs and only 
fingers and feet and who survives her first night being 
starved; and the unnamed baby, born with no eyes and 
no ears, no arms or fingers, no legs and only toes plus 
multiple internal injuries who doesn’t survive infanticide 
by naked exposure to an open window while still wet 
from the birth. Those episodes were based on true 
stories. 
I have to comment on the food on site. We ate an 
unbelievably delicious and varied lunch in the converted 
double decker bus – apparently catering on these sites is 
usually as good as we experienced – and having even a 
little taste of each dessert it wasn’t quite possible to 
sample them all. 
We have been avid watchers of the series from the very 
start, which made this day even more special for us all. 
My teenagers called me the coolest mum in the world for 
getting them on set, which was the absolute best icing 
on the most glorious chocolate and banana cake ever. 
Final word: Publicity surrounding thalidomide grows and 
ebbs, with programmes like Call The Midwife bringing 
the story back into the headlines and then national 
newspapers and TV shows like Lorraine Kelly picking up 
the story. Receiving my MBE last year also brought 
further publicity to our campaign. 
As we progress, as we drag the German government 
closer to the table, we do not forget that thalidomide is 
not the only medical horror story, that there are many 
more unheard campaigners in the position our parents 
were back in the 1960s fighting the pharmaceutical 
companies and the government, when the newspapers 
were gagged from telling the story of thalidomide. We 
support those campaign groups who come to us, who in 
turn support other campaign groups. 
When I was a teenager growing up at Michael Hall and 
becoming aware that I was different from my class 
mates, like everyone else I wanted to be like everyone 
else, and for a while aspired to working in a shoe shop as 
to me that was the ultimate of normality. Forget my 
eurythmy, my Thou Michael The Victorious, Sun with 
Loving Light, and Parsifal education. 
But growing is creeping on me despite my protestations. 
Today, when thalidomiders call me asking for advice or 
help, or when a further letter to the German government 
goes unanswered, I do find myself stepping away from 
my computer in a three- or nine-fold way, talking to 
anything that will listen – angels, gnomes – but then, 
remembering the absurdity of teenagers with copper 
rods, I feel that childhood sense of humour that I felt at 
school as we did the waterfall flood through me again. 
For more information on the current thalidomide 
campaign please visit: www.fiftyyearfight.org 
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Elinor Harvey, award-winning  
circus creative 

!  

Elinor Harvey, who graduated from Michael Hall in 
2011, is one of five people who won the national 2016 
Deutsche Bank Awards for Creative Enterprise 
(DBACE); she took the price with her ‘Living Room 
Circus’ enterprise at an Award ceremony in 
Winchester House. 
Shortlisted candidates spent the day pitching their 
ideas and business plans to five panels of well-known 
figures across the arts, including Jamie Scallion, 
songwriter and author, and Nigel Hurst, Chief 
Executive of the Saatchi Gallery. 
DBACE, one of the most established and longest 
running graduate enterprise programmes, has given 
£1.5m to young creative students across all arts 
sectors to help them launch their own enterprise and 
business projects. 
Elinor Harvey won the first prize and a substantial 
award from Deutsche Bank, as well as a year of 
business mentoring -- which will be extremely helpful 
in the set-up period. 
Ellie has acknowledged that her class presentations at 
school certainly helped her present in a relaxed 
manner….thanks to Michael Hall! 
Ellie is bringing her Living Room Circus to Forest Row 
in September when she will kick off the Barebones 
Theatre Project Fringe Festival. This will be suitable for 
adults and children alike. She has been inspired not 
only from her work at the National Centre for Circus 
Arts but also the circus troupe that came to Michael 
Hall -- Nicole et Martin from Switzerland. 
We are thrilled for her, and we also recognise that her 
love of circus was sparked by her Class 8 play….. and 
thanks to Virginia Westlake for encouraging her to 
start her training. 

Alumni who have  
recently died 
Piers Harding, 1951-2014 

Piers Graham Harding 
was born on Shrove 
Tuesday 1951 in 
Gerrards Cross, 
Buckinghamshire, joining 
his brother Jeremy and 
half-siblings John and 
Merrill Winsor. The family 
lived in a lovely old 
Georgian house with 
their maternal 
grandparents who 
actually met Rudolf 
Steiner when he lectured 
in London. Piers went to 
a small private school 
nearby until he was 
about ten and the 

prospect of having to go to the local comprehensive, 
which had a bad reputation, raised its head. 
It was decided to sell a portion of the garden for 
development, and their Mother, Pearl Harding, 
approached Michael Hall to see if the school would 
accept Jeremy and Piers as boarders to complete their 
education for the sum raised. Thus they joined their big 
brother John, and all was well for a time. 
However, in the Upper School Piers fell in love with a 
fellow pupil who joined the class from America, and 
introduced him to drugs. This was to have tragic 
consequences for the rest of his life. 
Piers had quite a gift for the English language, and his 
first job on leaving school was as a journalist with the 
now-defunct City Press in London. Following this he 
worked on several magazines as editor, but always 
came to grief in the end, being described by a colleague 
as an aggressive person who would never accept that 
he was to blame for any failure. 
To the great sorrow of his family Piers became more and 
more distant from them, and they seemed unable to 
help him with the depression from which he increasingly 
suffered. However, there were happy moments, such as 
when he married his long-term girlfriend, Deirdre with 
whom he had two fine sons, Tor and Hal. 
At the age of 42 Piers had a quadruple heart bypass 
and was warned that he would not have a long life. He 
left work and became a house-husband, looking after 
his sons whilst Deirdre became the breadwinner. He 
was completely devoted to this task, but became 
increasingly estranged from his birth family -- something 
which caused them great sadness. Nothing anyone 
could say or do could convince him that they loved him. 
Eventually Piers was divorced from Deirdre and went to 
live we knew not where with a friend who had a similar 
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experience in life. On the 10th of March 2014 his elder 
son opened the door of the family home to be told by a 
policeman that his father had died of bronchial 
pneumonia. Deeply shocked, the families united in grief 
at his funeral service in Worth crematorium. Then, 
thanks to the great kindness of the Priest at the 
Christian Community, a Memorial Act of Consecration of 
Man was held in Forest Row and his ashes interred with 
those of his parents in the memorial garden. 
Piers suffered many difficulties and inner struggles 
during his life, and his was a truly sad destiny. There 
were, however, many occasions when his true inner 
being shone forth, and the kind and loving soul he really 
was became apparent to all who knew him. 
Merri Hope, sister 

Andrew Bass, 1957-2016 
Fourth child in a family 
of five, Andrew Bass 
attended Michael Hall 
from kindergarten 
through to Class 12. 
Andy made his mark in 
the field of sport both 
as a runner and on the 
hockey field. He went 
on to play hockey for 
East Grinstead, where 
he held the title of Top 
Goal-scorer Of The 
Year, over many years. 
After over 25 years of 
playing hockey he first 
started playing golf in 

his forties, proving 
himself a highly talented, accomplished golfer and 
becoming captain of his club. 
Andy was renowned as a master of impossible shots -- 
be it on the hockey-pitch, the shooting range or the golf 
course. 
At school, Andy had an interest in farming and worked 
at Emerson farm during weekends and holidays. After 
leaving school, he moved to Norway to run the dairy 
farm on the well-known Jarlsberg Duchy Estate. Andy 
owned and successfully ran his MoT workshop, Veefix, 
in Crawley for almost 30 years, where he was much 
appreciated by his customers and employees for his 
humour, genuine warmth and interest. He was highly 
respected for his exceptional knowledge and ability to 
diagnose and fix any problem and to explain, in simple 
terms, complicated mechanics and options to his 
customers. 
Andy married his beloved Debbie in 1984 and they had 
two sons together -- Tom and Karl. Sadly, Debbie was 
diagnosed with cancer and died in the summer of 1992, 
leaving Andy to bring up the two small boys alone. Andy 
never really recovered from this loss. 

Andy kept his connections to Norway, bringing his sons 
there for skiing and boating adventures; he also took 
them on a memorable two-month off-road African safari, 
where his indefatigable humour, pragmatism and 
mechanical know-how proved invaluable. 
After what appeared to be a minor heart problem last 
year, Andy died suddenly of a heart attack on Jan 22nd 
2016. He will be sorely missed by many. 
At his memorial, Andy was warmly remembered by 
family, classmates and contemporaries for his integrity, 
courage, wit and humour as well as for his prowess for 
anything concerning the co-ordination of hand and eye. 
Kelvin Bass 

Pierre Hayden, 1947-2015 
By Bridget Askew 
I only met Pierre again, 
after 45 years, at a 
class reunion in 
London in 2011. 
Subsequently, we met 
up a couple of times 
for old times’ sake. 
So, not really knowing 
much about his life, 
and having met his 
devoted daughter 
Sonia Hayden, I asked 
her to help me put 
together a biography 
of his life - one of 

horses it would seem, as was his mother's. 
“Pierre was always fascinated by horses,” Sonia told 
me, “and his mother, who came from a family with a 
chateau and many hectares of land, had a farm where 
she bred horses.” 
“Later on, as a young man, he worked accompanying 
horses overseas. He travelled all over the world this 
way: one story he told was that he was in a hot political 
moment in Iran at one point, and he was incredibly 
grateful to have the choice of either a French or English 
passport to be able to leave the country safely. He 
worked in Normandy as well -- until 1978, when he left 
for a huge breeding stud near Lexington in Kentucky. He 
was in love with his work of looking after breeding 
mares and with the wide-open spaces of the States.” 
Sonia used these words to describe her father: “He was 
a very passionate, generous, kind-hearted man who put 
other people's needs in front of his own.” 
Near the end of his life Sonia would say the names of 
his classmates to him, with whom he remained ever 
connected, and those names would make him smile. 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Fundraising  

Great news for the Clockhouse! 

  
We are delighted that the Mansion Market team 
have allocated the funds from the last market to add 
to our Clockhouse Fund. As a result we currently 
have a total of over £6000. 
As you may recall, we still need £20,000 to restore at 
least one room, install new services to the building 
and renew external drainage systems so that the 
ground floor remains dry. Thank you to everyone 
who has donated thus far and who have given 
money and time: it is greatly appreciated and 
although we still have a way to go, it feels good that 
things are underway. 
If you would like to make your own contribution to 
the Clockhouse renovation there are full details and 
an application form overleaf. 
Davina Skinner, Resources Manager. 
Mini-Markets 
Profits from the table hire at the Mini-Markets in the 
Canteen in December and March raised about £170 
and the cash will go towards the first classroom 
being finished in the Clockhouse. Thank you to all 
those involved in making this happen. 

Mansion Market pop-up shops 
At the Mansion Market, in October and March 
wonderful Pop-Up shops appeared as if by magic.  
Thank you so much to the many kind donators -- we 
couldn’t have a shop without you. Our team of 
volunteers, 21 adults and five children, worked 
tirelessly from sorting, pricing, cleaning, laundering 
to hanging, lugging, arranging, selling and clearing. 

We are a lucky community to have so many warm 
hearted, helpful and generous people in it.  
We have been delighted to contribute our proceeds 
(over £2,500 since last Summer) to the much-
needed replacement of some of the polytunnels in 
the school garden. We have also purchased some 
shrubs for our playground flower beds and have 
replaced the armchairs in the waiting area outside 
the school reception. It’s a real pleasure to turn old 
treasures into new ones! 
Maria Finnemore, Reception and Parent 

Final comments 
Our next Newsletter will be in the autumn. We are 
planning a “noticeboard” feature that will include the 
business cards of all our local alumni running their 
own businesses or part of other organisations. Please 
let us know if you want your card displayed. We 
already know of well over 50 alumni who are in 
business within a ten-mile radius of Michael Hall. Are 
you one of them? Do you want some free publicity? 
Returning to this issue of the Newsletter, please let us 
have your comments and feedback. Are we giving you 
what you want? Is there too much of one thing and not 
enough of something else? Too weighty or too light? 
Too many pictures or too few? This is your chance to 
help shape the Newsletter that suits everyone best. 
A big thank you to all those behind the scenes who 
have helped put this together and to those who have 
supplied material. And apologies for the incessant 
pestering: we hope you agree that it was all worth it in 
the end. 
If you would like to be involved in working on the 
Newsletter please let us know. 
We have a small alumni group working on various 
aspects of content creation and production. If you are 
local and would like to be involved, please contact 
Stephen or Christian. 
We look forward to seeing you at the alumni stall at 
the Midsummer Festival on June 25th. 

!  
Christian Lewin – Christian@tonylewin.com 
Stephen Sheen -- stephenandlibby35@gmail.com  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Restoration of the Clockhouse 
The Clockhouse Appeal 2016 

!  

How you can help. 
By Cheque: I enclose a cheque for £…………………..…………… made payable to Michael Hall School. 

By Bank Transfer: I have today transferred the sum of £……………….………… to: Michael Hall School. 

Sort Code 40-20-09 

Account No. 21281216 

[Please quote ref CH16 and your name]. 

Gift Aid declaration 
I would like to increase the value of my donation by giving Michael Hall School the opportunity to claim tax on 
this donation. I confirm that I currently pay UK Income Tax or Capital Gains Tax. 

Name………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Address……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………. Post code.............................. Telephone............................................... 

Email………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Signature…………………………………………………………….…………………………..Date………………………….
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