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Dear Old Scholars and Alumni,

Waldorf 100:
Learn To Change The World

Welcome to our Winter Newsletter. It was wonderful
to see so many of you at the Midsummer Festival in
June: this year there were no fewer than four
reunions. Each was a great success, and we look
forward to receiving insider reports from them.

What is this?

Unfortunately the day was marred by bad weather,
as just before the Pageant the heavens truly
opened. The Lower School classes were all dressed
and ready to start, but the performance had to be
cancelled. The evening play, The Fan by Carlo
Goldoni, had to be moved into the theatre; however,
the rain had stopped by the end of the play, so the
St John’s Fire went ahead as planned -- though the
site of the fire had to be moved nearer to the
Mansion as the far end of the valley field was
flooded. But one thing was certain: everyone made
the most of the day.

Waldorf 100 is a global project, initiated by several
teacher colleagues from the Bund der Freien
Waldorfschulen. It aims to celebrate 100 years of
Steiner Waldorf education in 2019, culminating in a
grand Festival. The project on the one hand has the
serious question at its heart of how to reinvigorate
our education after 100 years so that it will thrive in
the future, and on the other promises to be fun,
enjoyable, creative and social on a local, national
and global level.

The cricket match on the Sunday was again a great
success and this time the weather did co-operate. A
report of the match is given on page 6.

The steering group has laid out a timeline of three
years’ work and activities that all Waldorf schools
are invited and encouraged to participate in.

We are still updating our Alumni database, so as
many of you as possible can receive this newsletter
online. If you hear that any of your class members
have not received the newsletter, please ask them to
let us know. Contact details are given on page 28.

Work and ideas for the coming 40 months

Timeline
March 2016 - September 2019.

• Involvement of alumni (locally, nationally,
worldwide)
• Connecting with other schools

90th

Our
year commemorative History of Michael
Hall, A Good School, has been reduced in price
from £20 to £15 and can be purchased from the
school Reception. It will also be on sale at the
Advent Fair on November 26th.

• 100 Faces: a project which involves finding
interesting pupils from 1919-2019, and collating
an album with their portraits and stories

We are continuing to feature biographies of Alumni
of all ages, so please let us know if you have an
interesting tale to tell. We are also including pieces
on retired teachers in this same section.

At Michael Hall we are going to be addressing the
question: “Who are today’s children and what do
they need?” through collective study as well as
continuing our focus on individual children’s needs
in Child Study; we are also:

Included in this issue:

• looking into introducing the practical study of
bees in order to foster a connection with these
extraordinary and imperilled creatures;

What does it mean for Michael Hall?

• Steiner Waldorf Education turns 100 in 2019

• exploring current educational trends,

• Management changes at Michael Hall

• involving our alumni,

• Review of Midsummer Events: plays, reunions,
talks and the Alumni cricket match

• connecting with other schools,
• engaging in artistic projects,

• School News- plays, talks, recent and upcoming
events including the Advent Fair

• working towards sustainability and
• very probably working with other UK Waldorf
schools towards a celebratory festival in 2019.

• Goodbye to teachers and news of past teachers
• Alumni news-- class of 2016, congratulations,
updates on Alumni ventures

Virginia Westlake, UK co-ordinating team, October
2016

• Alumni Profiles
• Upcoming reunions in June 2017
• Appreciations of Alumni who have died
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Co-ordinator post will be an internal appointment and in
the coming few weeks we will be advertising this post
internally and any member of staff can apply. An
interview panel will subsequently appoint the best
candidate. The essence of this role will be to maintain
and improve the quality of teaching for early years and
the school years, ensure the delivery and development
of the curriculum and support and develop the teaching
faculties.

A management structure
for the 21st century
Michael Hall has seen and successfully steered its
way through a long series of changes, both internal
and external, over the nine decades it has operated
as the UK’s leading Steiner Waldorf school. But the
speed at which the educational and financial
environments have evolved since the turn of the
millennium has meant that management structures
which performed effectively against the backdrop of
the 20th century are struggling to cope with the
demands of the new century.

The Chair of Management role is also a new role and will
be an external appointment. It is desirable that this
appointment is filled by someone - either a parent or
independent - who already has a connection either
current or past to the School. The purpose of this new
role is to bring stakeholder views to bear in the
management decision making of the School - primarily
the needs and interests of parents. This appointment
will be advertised and a panel will appoint the best
candidate.

So, after much deliberation, the school has decided
to embark on the implementation of a fresh vision of
how the Michael Hall should be led, managed and
operated.

While each of these three roles have differentiated
responsibilities, the three will have equal authority.

This is how Andrew Scott, Chair of the Michael Hall
Council, explained the changes to parents:

The first task of GMT when appointed will be to
establish objectives, associated performance indicators
and markers of quality, and intended results for the
interim period and to consult on these with staff
colleagues and have them approved by Council.

July 22nd.
To All Parents from Council
At the start of the new school year, or very soon after,
new interim management arrangements will be in place.
This is an important development and we feel the need
to keep you informed.

It is rare for Council to make a direct intervention like
this. Custom and practice has been that management
arrangements and appointments have been
recommended by the College of Teachers and approved
by Council. However, not only Council, but the whole
School community including parents, feel this to be a
seminal moment for the School.

The College of Teachers and all teaching and nonteaching staff were consulted on the key features of the
arrangements in June and these were approved by
Council on 6 July.

Many of you are involved in the Theory U initiative being
carried by Liz Attwell - an Upper School teacher, Davina
Skinner and my fellow Council member Mark Westoll.
Through this initiative the whole School community are
in dialogue to bring forward a fresh identity and direction
for the School through sensing collectively what the
future is calling for. The new management arrangements
are an interim measure to give the breathing space for
this initiative to flourish.

By way of background, Council is the Board of Michael
Hall School Ltd. and we delegate our executive powers
and duties to the teachers and non-teaching staff within
the School. As a governing body, it is our responsibility
to ensure effective leadership and management.
Our number one concern this year has been
management effectiveness. This has not been a
concern about the management colleagues who have
been carrying management responsibility, rather how
responsibilities and authority are arranged - the makeup of each management role and how they work
together as a collective and coherent whole.

A concern raised by some parents and teachers is that
establishing this level of management grip will impair the
undoubted creativity and innovation of teachers that is
the hallmark of Waldorf education and what makes the
education so compelling.

For this reason, the current School Management Team
(SMT) form will be replaced by a new General
Management Team (GMT) form. There will be three roles
within the GMT:
•

Education Co-ordinator

•

Resources Manager, and

•

Chair of Management

Organisations are made up of people, and it is the
commitments that people make (to carry out certain
actions) that make organisations tick. Our intention as a
Council is to establish clearer, more open and
transparent networks of commitments. We see this
development as necessary for creativity and innovation
to find its full expression.

Davina Skinner will continue as the Resources Manager.
The job description for this role will be varied, but remain
a similar substantive post in the new team.

One other management initiative is worth sharing at this
time.
In recent months, teachers have expressed their
concern that when there are parent complaints or staff
grievances in particular, the School's management and

The Education Co-ordinator role is a new role and will
be held separately from Chair of College. The Education
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Since the date of Andrew’s letter, one of the
remaining appointments to the General
Management Team has been made.

governance does not provide sufficient and effective
support.
There are a number of initiatives in hand - not least the
new management arrangements designed in part to
address these concerns. And, it is worth mentioning
another one here, as it will impact on parents. In the
autumn, a senior advisor from the Advisory, Conciliation
and Arbitration Service (ACAS) will be working with all
teaching and non-teaching staff, including managers, on
the topic of Dignity at Work.

“We are pleased to confirm the appointment of Jane
Morris-Brown as Education Co-ordinator and wish
her well in the role,” announced Andrew Scott,
adding that Andrew Ivan, who was initially
appointed to the Chair of Management role, had
resigned both from this position and as a Trustee.
“We very much appreciate the contribution that
Andrew made in both roles and wish him well”
added Scott.

They will receive training to understand and apply the
School's policies and procedures including the
complaint policy and procedure, and the staff code of
conduct - why these are important and what is
appropriate and inappropriate behaviour, verbal and
otherwise, for contemporary society and organisations.
The training will be tailored specifically to our
organisation, which is striving to work out of the
inspirations of the spiritual scientific work of Rudolf
Steiner.

“Parents have very much appreciated the way that
Andrew Ivan has addressed parent concerns and
issues since the start of term,” he continued. “With
the appointment of Jane and a new Chair of
Management, the General Management Team's
intention is to continue and build on what Andrew
has established.”
The new Chair of Management is expected to be
named before the end of October.

Arising from this work will also be the development of a
new set of guidelines and expectations for parents, so
that parents who have concerns about any aspect of
their child's education are also clear about what is and
isn't appropriate behaviour.

The main focus of the new team, it was reiterated,
will be on responsibility and accountability in the
school’s leadership, creating transparent networks
of commitments to ensure coherent decision
making whilst developing the future leaders of the
school.

This may sound somewhat alarming. In the majority
case, parental concerns are dealt with well. However,
when this is not the case it causes inordinate stress for
the parents and teachers involved and consumes a lot
of management and governance time and attention that
would otherwise be spent more creatively.
The interim management arrangements, working on a
fresh identity and direction for the School and
addressing staff and parent conduct are big changes
and this letter contains a lot of information to absorb.
Sensing and responding to the will of the parent body,
whilst crucial to the success of the School in normal
times, is especially crucial over the coming few months.
If you have questions for clarification or views that you
wish to express, we are keen to receive your individual
feedback at mhsimscon@gmail.com
"

Yours sincerely,

Class 10 Midsummer play review

"
Jane Morris-Brown, Davina Skinner

The Fan by Carlo Goldoni
It was a joy to see Class 10 rise to the challenge of
performing so soon after their GCSE exams and
create so much fun, so much sparkle!
They brought in the dazzling Italian sun and the
warmth sorely missing that day and got a standing
ovation that they absolutely deserved.
The beauty of this journey is how the students went
from being bright individuals to building a circle of
inspiration, creativity and reverence around the play:
it united all of them and allowed them all to
appreciate each other for their many gifts.

Andrew Scott
Chair of Council,
Michael Hall School
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I am convinced that artistic activities build resilience
and heart forces essential for the numerous
challenges the students have to face in the Upper
School.

deepen our relationship with our Alumni. Class 12
themselves will be part of our ever growing Alumni
in a few weeks – participating in the Fire tonight in
order to burn the dead wood and clear space for
their immense love and light to shine towards their
future.
We heard this week that three of our 2013 Class 12
students received first class honours degrees from
Manchester and Nottingham, with a fourth gaining a
2:1 from Durham in Law. One of our graduating
class this year has been selected for the Olympic
scout trials for his skills in cycling, we have a Class
7 boy having published his own book, a silver medal
for outstanding achievement in a Grade 8 ‘Cello, the
Upper School won the Sussex basketball league for
independent schools – such a wealth of talent and
achievement!

The laughter and the exhilaration of the whole class
after the performance on Saturday said it all: the
adventure was very much worth it.

Numbers at the School remain a challenge and the
School needs to keep addressing that challenge in
order to ensure that we are serving our children for
our times. The world is moving at such a fast pace
and it is important that we look into that world, learn
from the skills, ideas, research and creativity
beyond the school and actively embrace change
and work with all not just the Waldorf movement.
Michael Hall aspires to be a beacon of Waldorf
education and it is clear to us that we must take off
any blinkers, remove impediments and, as Florian
Oswald of the pedagogical section in Dornach said,
we need to work together in order to:

Thank you to all the friends who supported us and
to the brilliant parents of Class 10 and thank you,
Class 10!
Daniele Gaillemin, drama teacher

“become the consciousness organ of the world, the
listening body, in order to get a picture and move
forwards together as an educational movement.”
When one looks at the developmental challenges
facing the Class 9 student (the 14/15-year-old) one
sees that, inwardly, they are struggling with the
polarities of black and white, love and hate, passion
and apathy. The Waldorf curriculum meets those
polarities, helping the student to deeply experience
the extremities of these feelings whilst balancing
them by immersing the student into the challenges
of current events so that they do not become lost or
blinkered in their inner turmoil. Similarly, many
Waldorf schools – challenged by government
restrictions, media attacks and falling numbers,
have often looked only inwards at their problems
and have not given enough emphasis to the
changes in the world around them. It is true for
Michael Hall and it is something that we have to
address if we are to survive and keep our education
alive.

!
Class 10’s highly original souvenir programme for the Fan

The Midsummer address to Alumni
Jo Reeves, outgoing Chair of the College of
Teachers
I’d like to extend a
warm welcome to
you all and to thank you
for your continued
support and deep care
and interest in our
school. Our Alumni are
a fantastic support for
this wonderful school
and we are very
blessed to have
Christian Lewin and
Stephen Sheen, along
with many others,
doing such a lot of
work to enhance and

As a School we have embraced a process called
Theory U, begun by Otto Scharmer in his book
Leading from the Future as it Emerges. This process
brings together the views of all parts of the
community – from the new teachers and parents,
maintenance, admin, pupils, experienced teachers,
Alumni and Council staff. Through creating a series
of dialogue experiences it has helped us to deeply
look at what is really living and present in Michael
Hall – not just what the most experienced, the most
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inspirational and the most powerful say, but what is
really living there.

Cricket: Michael Hall vs Alumni

It is a process – a painful one at times – where we
are able to look at our culture, our behaviours, our
aspirations and, just as we do for the children in our
curriculum, we need to do for ourselves – to begin
to remove the impediments that are preventing us
moving forwards and achieving the living potential
for Waldorf education. The aspirations expressed by
many of us for Michael Hall within this process is to
create a new and exciting Waldorf education that
truly embraces and engages with the world beyond
the school and to become a beacon for Waldorf
education for the future. We are deeply immersed
into this process and it has been embraced by all
with great enthusiasm. It is a hard to pick up every
rug or pull out every washing machine and inspect
and clean the piles of dirt, dust and mess (well – in
my house anyway!) but is necessary if we are to
create a space for a new future. Just as Class 12 will
be doing tonight, we as a School are undertaking a
process to clear the dead wood and bring the light
and love burning here into the future for Michael
Hall.

“Whatever the weather we’ll stick together
…..Cricket and Cream Tea Champions!”

The day after the Midsummer Festival it was the
Alumni who lifted the trophy in the annual Michael
Hall School v Alumni Cricket Match.
Thank you so much to everyone for their willingness
to support the event, be it participating, playing,
providing refreshments or simply as encouraging,
applauding and heckling audience. Without you it
would not have been possible. You made good to
rally around the cancellations and the weather with
abundant positivity.

Waldorf education is 100 years old in 2019 and a
worldwide initiative involving all schools across the
globe, called Waldorf 100, is gathering momentum.
Virginia Westlake from Michael Hall and Brian
Jaques from St Michaels have taken on the role of
co-ordinators and facilitators for the UK, with a
remit of engaging all the UK schools in an active
programme of initiatives and projects leading up to
a festival of Waldorf education in 2019.

Our first aider, Saskia Brand, wrote…
"The youngest four members of the school team
each bowled out four members of the opposition.
The crowd went wild, the gentle clapping of the
spectators often becoming rather more rowdy as
the game went into its final hour. Wonderful to finally
see cricket being played in such beautiful
surroundings. Those who braved the rain were
rewarded with gentle summer warmth, a wonderful
time was had by young and old alike”.

The key themes of the initiative are to work on the
spirit, the soul and the body of Waldorf education
and to share and develop this work with others in
the UK and the wider world.

My extended thanks go to Claude Coote, who made
it even more spectacularly glamorous by donating a
wonderful trophy which will be engraved with the
name of the winning team.

To summarise, there is a picture of a lemniscape looking inwards and looking outwards with the
centre being held delicately and with care but with
clear, accountable and open management
structures providing a safe and supportive working
environment. An environment where communication
and listening are fostered. A new temporary
management structure is being worked on to allow
time for us to find a new structure that supports our
future – exciting times!

For the enthusiasts, Sri Sreedharan, our maths
teacher extraordinaire and all time scorer wrote:

Through the Theory U process I have come to
realise that all too often we focus our energy
towards problems and obstacles and allow fear to
get in the way of what the world is really asking of
us. Theory U has shown me and many others in the
School that our task is to clear out the things that
are getting in our way – breathe in new air and
redirect our focus and energy towards the positive
in order to support the provision of this wonderful
education for future generations. It is an exciting
time and an exciting future – not without challenges
- but one that is essential if Waldorf education is to
meet the need to heal, support and develop
the fast changing world around us.

"Michael Hall opened the play with the first ball of
the match bowled by Charlie Brodrick-Ward to the
Alumni team. Luca Chantler was the only member of
the MH team to record a maiden over and Zac Lee
managed three wickets in one over.......Astounding!
Simon Brodrick-Ward had the highest number of
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runs (37) for the scholars. The Alumni scored a total
of 107 all out.

News from the school

“As for Michael Hall, William Forward and Luca
Chantler opened the batting with powerful balls
being bowled by the Alumni. James Johnson and
Phillip Coote both took two wickets each and the
Michael Hall players were getting bowled out fast.
However, the Man of the Match was most definitely
Luca Chantler of Class 6, who managed to stand
unfazed and withstand ball after ball from the
Alumni, and his was the last wicket to be taken,
ending the match with a score of 41. What a
thrashing by the Alumni. At least we know that we
produce good cricket players!"

Kindergarten News
As you will read on page 14, Kindergarten teacher
Sue Sim has left for pastures new in Morayshire,
Scotland. I am sure that you will join me in wishing
her and her family well for the future and thanking
her for her long standing professional, inspiring and
loving work in our Kindergarten.
As some of you are aware, we expanded our
Kindergartens several years ago from four to six, in
response to the increasing numbers at that time. We
knew that to create two new Kindergartens would
be ambitious but the indications, at that time, were
favourable and the healthiest Class 1 intakes would
be those that had the benefit of our Early Years
Programme.

We’d love many more to experience the relaxed
atmosphere of this non-commercial event, so when
the date is set again… don’t miss out, and make
sure you get your tail ends down here.
Joelle Chantler, Class of ’91 and Art teacher

Quite soon after that decision however, the
economic climate began to bite and the new intakes
began to fall and, to date, have not fully recovered.
We currently have enough children for four
Kindergartens and feel that the circumstances
coming towards us with Sue’s departure and fellow
teacher Nicky Goodland stepping back offer us an
opportunity to consolidate our provision for a period
and examine how we might support expansion for
the future.

Class photos: sorting, tracing,
preserving and displaying
We are a small group of local and loyal Alumni and
we meet every Tuesday morning to continue
working on the Alumni photographs. Hopefully, by
the next midsummer Festival we will have
completed this stage of our task and you will all be
able to have a complete book of your class. It is
wonderfully easy to be distracted as you wander
down memory lane!

Jo Reeves (outgoing College Chair)

A level Art
Amusing mistaken identity and delightful
comments
A colleague thanked me recently, telling me that
he’d just spent the most amazing hour and a half
being told what a great Art teacher he was whilst on
duty in the A-Level Art Exhibition. It left us in
stitches.
Giggling aside, there were many people who felt
compelled to take the time to comment on the work,
which I shared with the Art students on Monday -after all, it is their hand and not mine that creates
the work.

The Tuesday Alumni group drinking coffee – and
claiming to sort photographs
However, there are still lots of photos and some
books missing. Albums from 1985, 1987, 1990, 1996
are nowhere to be found. We plan to list the missing
photos in the next newsletter -- in the hope that you
might be able to help. There are so many gaps to be
filled that we need everyone’s help! If you think you
might have any of the missing albums, please let us
know at Christian@tonylewin.com.

“What amazingly talented students we have at
Michael Hall, so engaged with cultural and social
issues and using them to produce such beauty!”
“Astonishing work! Well done. I love the thoughtprovoking consciousness-raising contents and
inspirations. I wish all of you so well and encourage
you to be true to your authenticities and wonderful
insights. Our world needs you.”

A big thank you again goes to Rachel Masters for
making the lovely new photo books with her
bookbinding students.

"WOW, I love young people’s Brilliance - total Brexit
therapy.” “Seriously impressive. Thoughtful,
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thought-provoking and technically of an amazing
standard. You all deserve to get really good results
and I hope some of you will take it further.”

However, to see this outstanding contemporary
performance, which was adapted from the original
text in 1940’s New York City by Class 6B, was truly
remarkable. What more engaging way to introduce
these eager students to the Bard than with this
classic play, complete with music, movement and
stylish sets.

Thank you from both me and the students for being
such a receptive audience, and choosing Michael
Hall to educate your children.
Art Department

The students should be commended for their
mastery of the difficult text. All of the actors knew
their lines and delivered their speeches with passion
and without a hitch. There was incredible attention
to detail, with the vintage costumes, and the
projected black and white scenery was the perfect
touch.

Julius Caesar - Class 6B Play
The Class 6B (now 7B) play this year was a
presentation of the story of the Death of Julius
Caesar -- retold in the costumes and context of
mafia gangs in 1930s America. This emphasised the
dark violence at the heart of the story and
contrasted with the Shakespearean form of the text
of the play.

As I watched the children I was struck by the
incredible camaraderie and appreciation they
showed for one another and I felt truly humbled for
this opportunity given to my son.
Avida Hancock, Parent, Class 6B (now 7B).

From the beginning a street scene was set with
music and the hustle and bustle of the 1930's
streets.

Theory U – Update

On stage, the class worked wonderfully as an
ensemble -- including the memorable crowd scene
where Mark Antony used the rhetorical arts to
skilfully turn the people against the assassins.
As usual, Dan Skinner, the class teacher and
director, made maximum use of the dramatic
possibilities of the theatre space, I loved the funeral
procession through the streets.
Well done Class 6B, I look forward to seeing what
you do next.
Lee Whiteside, parent, Class 6B (now 7B)
The five-movement presencing journey that gives
Theory U its name

Theory U completes its first feedback loop
Ursula Versteegen’s workshop for the Theory U
process in early October attracted participants from
many stakeholder areas: parents, teachers, exparents, Council members and members of the
wider community.
They participated in discussion and heard the
results of the 65 in-depth interviews from five
members of staff and a Council member. Comments
indicated that friends of the school really
appreciated the honesty of the feedback and having
an inside track on the workdays at the school.
The findings were wide ranging and therefore hard
to summarise here. However, the process is started
and there is a commitment to moving forward.
Stakeholders in the afternoon session showed a
willingness to continue the dialogue – so watch this
space and join us to help the future emerge!

Treachery, treason and betrayal—are all elements in
William Shakespeare’s “Julius Caesar” that make for
the kind of high drama and entertaining theatre that
we are used to for a Class 8 play.

Liz Attwell, Davina Skinner and Mark Westoll of the
Theory U Steering Group
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Orienteering at Michael Hall

of the sports fields away from the main playgrounds
and gathering areas. Class 6 students will be
allowed to play football separately on a Friday.

Nine pupils from Michael Hall took part in the Yvette
Baker Trophy final at Wormley Woods, near
Broxbourne in July. The Yvette Baker Trophy is the
biggest junior club competition for orienteering in
the UK. We qualified for the final last November as
the top club in the South East.

We will be piloting this during the 2016-2017 school
year and would welcome feedback from parents on
any observations they may have of their children as
a result of this.
There will still be no football in the Lower School or
during break or lunchtimes in the playgrounds or
around the school buildings, and we would
appreciate parents’ support in holding this in a
healthy and respectful way.

Everyone ran and navigated brilliantly and we came
within three points of winning. However, second
place was a massive achievement and the students
were all very proud.

We feel that this will be a popular decision and an
activity that will be welcomed widely by the pupils
and students. As teachers, whilst reservations have
been present, we feel the time is right to effect this
pilot study and observe the impact, if any, on the
children’s development -- which is, of course, our
primary task as educators.

The full results are here: http://www.southdownsorienteers.org.uk/index/home/news/so-juniors-takesecond-place-in-national-junior-team-finals.
The ten Michael Hall students taking part were:
Eugenie Grima, Didi Murray Brown, Eliya Wheatley
Gal-or, Luke Temblett-Wheatley (couldn't run due to
illness), Charlie Murray Brown, Stanley Heap,
Scarlet Heap, Tommy Heap, Nadia Alton and Felix
Rosenboom.

The Gym Department

Hot metal in the forge

Will and Kate Heap, parents

Football finally comes to Michael Hall!
The gym department pilots a new policy
As a school and department we are constantly
striving to meet the needs of the children and
families who are coming towards us in an ever
changing world. Since its establishment, Michael
Hall has not included football in the curriculum nor
permitted it to be played on the school premises.
The initial decision was taken many decades ago.

Hannah

We are constantly
reviewing the sports and
activities which we offer
to ensure the healthy
development of our
children in the
contemporary world. We
have now decided to
introduce football from
Class 7 and up during
the Gym and Games
lessons. This will be taught as a block at some point
during the year in much the same way we introduce
rugby or hockey.

Poppy and Alice
Class 10 has punched through large lumps of EN19
medium carbon steel to form the eyes of camp axes
they are making in their metalwork lessons.
Students worked in a traditional matter with the
‘smith’ heating the work and guiding one or two
‘strikers’ wielding sledgehammers to drive punches
through the work pieces.

In all that we do we aim to give the students a
healthy relationship with their bodies and movement
and a broad experience of a variety of sports. It is
now the time to introduce football and we have
given this very careful thought.
In addition to this, when the weather and ground
conditions are suitable, students from Classes 7 to
12 will be able to play football during two lunch
breaks (Tuesday and Thursday) each week on one

Andrew Lindsay, metalwork teacher
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Religion teaching at Michael Hall

meaning of “public vs. private,” and the concept of
“personal freedom.”

Summary of a talk on Lower School Religion
by Antoinette Reynolds

Whereas reverence and a sense of awe are nurtured
throughout the Lower School years, Religion in the
Upper School aims to instil a sense of moral
responsibility based on respect and care for all that
exists.

In an intimate talk with parents in the canteen Mrs
Reynolds shared how she approaches religion
lessons in the Lower School.

Anna E. Jordan, parent

Historically, Steiner saw a need for a spiritual
education for those children in the 1920s and
beyond who didn't have a religious background, to
give them a moral compass through stories. In an
age- appropriate way this is done using fairy stories
and fables in classes 1 and 2, with Bible stories
from the Old Testament in Class 3 to give the
children a familiarity with our Christian history.

Pop Up Shop News

Antoinette explained how the authoritative depiction
of God at this age relates to the security the child
needs to feel at this Rubicon time of uncertainty and
questioning that the children go through. This
evolves into learning about the New Testament God
of love and free will as the child develops and learns
more independent thinking.
Stories of King Arthur and the courage of the
knights are often food for thought in classes 4 and
5. Stories from other faiths are explored in the
Middle School, along with historical texts like Anne
Frank, or the the near-death experience in Return
from Tomorrow, which form the basis for discussion
in the early teenage years.
The form of the lessons starts with a verse by
Steiner, followed by a time of recall of the story so
far with moral interpretation, then the new chapter
with time for artistic interpretation where each child
chooses a scene to draw. If there are children from
different faiths in a class then traditions from their
faith may be celebrated with the class teacher
alongside the Christian festivals to have a direct
experience of other faiths. The actual texts chosen
are left to the inspiration of the religion teacher -whatever speaks to them deeply and contains an
essence of truth, brought in an unprejudiced
compassionate way.

Dear All,
Thank you so much for all your wonderful
donations, and thank you to the many shoppers
who came to find a bargain. But most of all, a huge
and heartfelt thank you to a wonderful team of 24
volunteers whose time, energy, support and
enthusiasm has been truly humbling. Donators,
shoppers and helpers, you have all contributed in
some way to helping us raise an impressive
£1317.00! We are happy to be giving a substantial
sum to the Class 3 building project and are looking
forward to seeing the many budding builders raising
a house from the ground!

Tamara Baxter, parent

Response to a talk on Religion in the Upper
School, given by William Forward
In the Upper School the ability to listen and
understand is honed through discussions both in
small and larger groups, including debates.
Class 9 focuses on the idea of God and the meaning
of spirituality, which is followed in Class 10 by
exploring the various religious practices known to
us today. Throughout Class 11 students are
encouraged to discuss issues of personal
importance and propose mindful solutions.

We have managed to arrange for a collection bank
which pays the school per kilo of usable items: we
can use this bank for clothing that remains unsold.
The rest of the bank proceeds go to a Sussex-based
charity ‘The Rocking Horse Foundation’ who
support sick children.

In Class 12 topics of discussion might include moral
and philosophical deliberations such as the
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We are happy to
receive ongoing
donations of
quality clothing or
bric-a-brac in
Reception. We are
not able to take
socks, underwear,
soiled items, torn
items, or furniture.

Also big grateful thanks to Christian Lewin and
Sarah Horsfall, as well as Jeronima Garcia, they
were invaluable with their help. So too were the
Admin Team that were able to help on the day and
before.

Maria Finnemore, reception manager and parent

Junior Building Project
Over the course of this year the two Class 3s will be
building a new playhouse for the Lower School. The
design of the playhouse incorporates a number of
different traditional building techniques: brickwork,
timber framing and wattle and daub panelling.
Wherever possible we will be using building
materials that are already here on the school site
such as reclaimed tiles and an oak tree that was
felled near to the lower car park.
The Pop-up shop has kindly offered some financial
support for our project, for which we are very
grateful. In addition, we would love to hear from
anyone who might have a pile of traditional old
bricks in their garden that are no longer needed.

Thank you also to those teachers that came and sat
with parents during lunch. This is really helpful and
makes the parents feel special.
Audrey did wonders to get the Class Programmes
updated and printed just in the nick of time.

Henry Howlett, class teacher 3B, and Jacqueline
Courtenay, class teacher 3A

The next Open Morning is in January, if anyone
would like to help, please let me know, it’s a very
rewarding day!

Open Morning

Julie Ruse, PR and Marketing

We had a record number of visitors to our autumn
Open Day in October -- 78 visitors, from 36 families
with 56 potential children for the school. One visitor
was a teacher and a few were families from other
Steiner schools, even as far away as Australia!

The Ashdown Music Festival
November 4th, 5th and 6th, 2016
Once again Reinoud Ford, Class of ‘02, is offering a
weekend of Classical concerts in Forest Row. He is
a professional ‘cellist who plays in London and
around the world.

Our thanks go to everyone in the kitchen for all their
hard work in making sure our arriving guests were
welcomed nicely with teas and biscuits, and
wonderfully at lunch time too. We had so many
comments about the lovely soup and cake!

This year The Ashdown Music Festival is celebrating
its fifth anniversary with four concerts, over the
three days. After last year’s successful Saturday
morning craft workshop and concert for young
children, there will be another one this year on the
theme of Mother Goose. This is suitable for families
with children of five and upwards.

Thanks also to all the teachers that helped with
tours and also helped to put rooms back to normal
-- or to create a café and a conference room – you
know who you are. And thank you to all involved in
showcasing our school by being visited! Parents
were very impressed with all they saw.

There will be two chamber concerts on the Friday
evening and Saturday afternoon at the Christian
Community, the latter featuring the award-winning
Brook Street Band playing Baroque music by Bach,
Handel, Telemann and Vivaldi.

Massive thanks go to the Class 12 students who
also helped with tours, teas and the wonderful ‘Jazz
Café’ piano music during lunch (Jon-Jon) I will get
them all a little something.
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Come to this year’s Advent Fair!

As usual, the weekend finishes with the Gala
Concert in the Michael Hall Theatre and, for the first
time since the Jupiter Orchestra performances,
there will be an orchestra to accompany Martyn
Jackson, violin, in Mozart’s A Major Concerto and
Reinoud Ford, ‘cello, in Haydn’s Concerto in C
major.

The Advent Fair team sends a warm invitation for all
Alumni to join us at this year's Advent Fair on
Saturday 26th November, from 11am to 4pm. Come
and celebrate the start of Advent at this treasured
magical annual event for children, families and the
wider community.
As well as raising valuable funds to support the
school in its mission to provide quality Steiner
education, we hope that the Fair will also reflect the
coming together of our parent community and the
generous sharing of their skills in preparing
throughout the term for this event. Workshops are
already taking place for parents to enjoy creating
treasures to sell at the Handmade and Homemade
stall.

For more information and to buy tickets, please go
to the website: ashdownmusicfestival.co.uk

A day in the classroom
This year sees the return of the second-hand
bookstall, thanks to a kind offer from Alumni to run
this stall.
In an effort to manage queues and to help you plan
your day, tickets for children's activities - the
Gnome Home, Gingerbread Houses and Candledipping - will be available in advance at school first
thing each morning in the canteen during the week
before the Fair; in addition, some will be held back
for sale on the day of the Fair for those coming from
further afield.
Class 4 parents are busy working on decorations
and plans to create a wonderful atmosphere for the
day, and the Class 12 Eurythmy play will round off
the day at the end of the Fair.
Catch up with old friends in the Mansion coffee
shop and be sustained with food from the Canteen
Cafe or the BBQ. And don't forget to take home a
lovely wreath to decorate your home. We look
forward to seeing you there!

This is a wonderful opportunity for parents to come
and learn –just as your children do.

The Advent Fair Team
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Goodbye to Dede Bark

overnight when my stepsons, Michael and Darryl,
came to join us. Later, with the birth of Isabelle in
1974, I retired from the Kindergarten but by then our
home was already bursting at the seams with
children who had come to board with us. At the last
count we had managed to squeeze eight children
into our home! This eventually led us to move to a
larger home and promptly two more children came
to join us!

Dede has been a much
valued and loving
member of Michael Hall
for more years than
anyone can remember.
She has worked for us
in the Kindergarten, she
ran the boarding house
at the school with Peter
Bark, her husband and
much loved class
teacher; she ran the
EFL boarding
programme, acted as
school counsellor and
undertook leaver interviews; she supported staff
and parents and has been a warm, supportive and
loving presence in the school throughout her time
with us.

Over the following years I supported Peter is setting
up a Social Care Programme at Michael Hall. One
area I got involved with was giving cooking classes
in our home. By selling the cakes and bread that we
made, the children were able to raise funds to help
support a group of children and their families in
India. An exchange of letters between the children
was very moving and led to more connections being
made.
During this time I also started my training to become
a counsellor, later consolidating this with further
training which was to eventually lead me into
working with Pastoral Care as the School
Counsellor at Michael Hall.

She joined College relatively recently and has been
a source of wisdom and a real listening ear to many.
Her work for the school both as an individual and as
a couple with her beloved Peter has been invaluable
in our strivings and development -- and, needless to
say, she will be sorely missed as she moves towards
a well-earned retirement!

In 1978 Social Services discovered the school's
practice of arranging boarding for some of our
students with local families. This caused them a
flurry of concern, which ended up with me being
asked to take on the task of meeting the demands
of Social Services in this connection -- and so I was
appointed as what became known as the Boarding
Administrator.

Jo Reeves, outgoing College Chair

Bringing me close to both our Boarding Parents and
the children they were caring for, was work that I
greatly enjoyed and I only finally stepped down from
the role of Boarding Administrator two years ago.

Here is Dede’s story in her own words:
“It was my brother, Jonathan, who first introduced
me to Waldorf Education and, soon after I separated
from my first husband, I visited Michael Hall with my
two young children - Hugo and Suzy. We came to
the Christmas Fair and I remember being so
impressed by the beauty of the environment and by
the warmth of the teachers and the depth of the
pedagogy that lay behind Waldorf Education. I left
feeling quite sure that this was where I wanted my
children to be at school, and within two months we
had moved to Forest Row.

In 1980 I took over the Admissions Registrar
position at the school, incorporating this work with
my role as Boarding Administrator. In 1987 Peter
and I were asked to take over the running of
Broadstone, our school boarding hostel.
Again this was work that we both greatly enjoyed,
but after three years it was clear that Peter needed
to put his energies fully into the school again as
both a Class Teacher and in carrying other
administrative responsibilities. I continued with my
work with Pastoral Care and as Boarding
Administrator, and also helped out in Reception at
the school. Later I also took on the role of
Admission Registrar again.

Once the children had settled into school I attended
Emerson College and took part in the Teacher's
training programme. An unexpected need then
arose at Michael Hall for a third Kindergarten
teacher -- and so in January 1967 I stepped into this
position.

In 1994 Peter and I once again returned to run
Broadstone Hostel. Peter was still class teaching
and I continued my work with Pastoral Care and as
Boarding Administrator. When later the decision was
taken in 2000 to close Broadstone and plough the
money raised into building a new gym at the school,
I naturally had to oversee the re-boarding into local
families of the students who had been with us at
Broadstone. It was a sad time for us all, and the end
of an era at Michael Hal.

The memories that I carry of the years I spent in the
Kindergarten are so special to me and of course I
feel so blessed to have been able to stay in touch
with many of the children I cared for – many of
whom went on to have children of their own who
later joined the school. But whatever journey they
took, the bond remains.
In 1969 I met Peter and a year later we married, so I
left behind my previous name of Shellabear and
become Dede Bark. Our new family doubled
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Returning to work at the school, I remained in my
role as Boarding Administrator until 2014 and then
continued working with Pastoral Care as the School
Counsellor and also meeting with parents for exit
interviews when their child was leaving the school. I
finally fully retired from Michael Hall in July 2016.”

sphere, where your art work has been so
inspirational.
But I would also like to acknowledge your
contribution to the Religion teaching and the
children’s Services, which you carried so devotedly,
for so many years. And I know it has been a
sadness for you that these Services are no longer
held as part of the Religion teaching.

Goodbye to Sarah Wilson

So Nino, I am sure this will not be the end of your
contribution to Waldorf education and that you will
find an outlet to share your experience and artistic
ability with other schools and colleagues. I can
recommend the role of visiting teacher. You have all
the joy of teaching and helping others, without
necessarily being involved in meetings or with
parents!

Sarah Wilson resigned from her position at Michael
Hall in September this year. She worked for the
school for 16 years in many roles, as Class Teacher,
mentor, music teacher and maths teacher; she
served in management as both College Chair and
Faculty Chair.
She also initiated, organised and taught on the
Heart of Teaching course that was and remains so
essential in bringing new teachers into Waldorf
education with the skills needed for today’s
classrooms.

I wish you a well earned rest, but not for too long -for Waldorf education needs the experience and
insights that you have developed over these years
at Michael Hall.”

We would like to acknowledge and thank Sarah for
the creativity, support, inspiration, skills and
dedication that she has given Michael Hall during
her time with us, and we wish her well in her future
endeavours.

A goodbye to Sue Sim

GMT and College of Teachers

Sue and Rob Sim joined
Michael Hall school in
September 1993 when
[her husband] Rob started
working in the Gym
department. In 1994 their
first child, Christopher,
was born in the school
house “Applegarth”. Their
daughter Alexandra was
born two years later. Both
children attended the school from Kindergarten to
Class 12.

Sue Sim’s time at
Michael Hall

A goodbye address to Nino Radojcin
Words for Nino on his
retirement, by
Stephen Sheen
“Dear Nino,
It gives me great
pleasure to be able to
say a few words to you
on this occasion. It is 34
years, I believe, since you
joined Michael Hall, after
doing the education
course at Emerson
College and having made the long journey with your
young family from Australia.

Sue started working as a Kindergarten assistant in
Michael Hall in 2002. Then in September 2005,
together with me, she took over the Kindergarten
from Marigold Meergans, who had been working as
a Kindergarten teacher for many years. We
undertook this as a job share, which was a new idea
at the time and which allowed us to care for our
young families. This collaboration worked happily
and effectively for five years. During some of this
time Sue also acted as the school‘s health and
safety advisor and later on she continued to sit on
the health and safety committee on behalf of the
Early Years.

For 34 years, you have devoted your life to Michael
Hall and it has been a real pleasure to have been
your colleague for those earlier years. I was also
very fortunate in being able to teach two of your
daughters, Danielle for one year and Cathy for four.
Not only were they wonderful students, but you and
Ann were always very supportive parents.

The school decided to open two new Kindergartens
in September 2010 and Sue left the main
Kindergarten building to create and lead her own
Kindergarten within the walled garden in “garden
cottage”, which used to be a school house. There
she created a beautiful indoor space and a lovely
garden for the children. Sue had already been a

As a class teacher you have made a huge
contribution to the life of the school and particularly
to the students you taught, especially in the artistic
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member of the College of Teachers for many years
and gradually took on more responsibilities in the
school ‘s management; for example holding the
Early Years admissions mandate, a demanding role.
She and I came back together again in 2012 to chair
the Kindergarten faculty, a role that had not been
shared before. Sue took on the part which involved
attending all the School Management Team
meetings, which led her into wider activities within
the whole school.

refusers, suicidal tendencies etc… and, afterwards,
for a year in a Steiner school in Lausanne.
Then Uwe ‘s job at Michael Hall was free again and
Daniele Gaillemin, Chairman at the time, asked us to
come back. So we did come back! After all, the
school was ‘our’ school where Uwe had taught
languages, often from Kindergarten to Class 12,
sometimes taking two classes together when there
was a dearth of language teachers.
At first Uwe did not speak much English and when a
parent asked his child how were the French lessons
going, the child said: “Very well! Mr Jacquet’s
English is improving!” Of course he had also
initiated metalwork at MH, with copper, then silver,
and the forge, which he built himself, helped by two
pupils Tim Cox and Nicholas Byford.

Sue was an extremely committed teacher and right
to the end of her working time here she continued
with the same positive attitude, gaining much
respect for her exceptional organisational abilities
and clarity. She was also a wonderful colleague who
could always be relied on, warm, supportive and
highly efficient. She will be greatly missed by many
of us and we send her our thanks and best wishes
for her new life in Scotland.
Bernadette Gauvin, Kindergarten teacher,
September 2016

Catching up with Uwe and
Hélène Jacquet
They taught at Michael Hall from 1963 to 2009:
Hélène tells their story

Then there was his third love: the care of the estate
and the buildings -- sanding floors, painting, making
work-benches, and eventually even installing the
seats in the Theatre with the gentleman from the
German firm, after having raised the money with
Victor Wakefield. This being holiday time, we
celebrated with a glass of Champagne on the stage
when the work was done….
Uwe was a strict teacher and when we recently
celebrated his 80 birthday (and this went on
Facebook) the old scholars sent more than 190 emails: many thanked him for having taught them to
work and many have become firm friends! Some of
you will remember learning Le Petit Prince and
going to France, giving five performances in three
days, and then visiting Paris and Versailles and
going to the Comédie Française to see a Molière
play.

“We arrived in Forest Row on the 11th March 1963,
in our VW Beetle with our two babies, Sophie and
Nathalie. Uwe had been asked to come to the
school, leaving behind a lucrative job in Paris: he
had been translating for an office, on the Champs
Elysées, dealing with nuclear patents, Brevatome.
Michael Hall had engaged him for a trial year, to see
if the school liked him and if we liked the school.

Christmas was such an important time for us:
preparing the Christmas Plays -- we produced the
plays and Uwe was the devil and I the Angel for 50
years (first in French then in English). Throughout
these years he and I studied the origins and
meaning of these Mystery Plays (especially for
schools) and he helped me eventually publish a
book on the plays.

Soon after our arrival, Michael Hall performed the St
Matthew Passion, in the village church under Cecil
Cope’s baton: yes! We were in the right school! Uwe
was an immediate success and so we stayed for…
46 years, with two years abroad where we worked,
firstly for a year in a clinic and farm for teenagers
with the troubles of adolescence: anorexia, school
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And, of course, the lanterns! He made them for a
Christmas Fair for the first time at Michael Hall in
the early seventies. At the time everything was
made by teachers and parents for the Fair, and there
was only one ‘outsider’ stall: Weleda. The lanterns,
entirely hand made, sold like hot cakes, and over
the years to meet the demands Uwe developed the
New Lantern, which we still sell and send all over
the world. It warms Uwe’s heart to know that more
than 5000 are lighting homes at Christmas…

Alumni news
Recent leavers, graduate honours, alumni
successes, upcoming class reunions, alumni
profiles, our roving correspondent -- and
obituaries of old scholars who have died

The Class of 2016 chart their courses

At Midsummer you will remember Uwe’s flying fox,
and of course he started the jumping over the fire…
In the eighties we looked after Kidbrooke Mansion
for twelve years, again sanding floors, bleaching
sandstone, decorating, making curtains, and
planting flowers around the mansion and hanging
flower-baskets. We were helped one year by a
German class on holiday: that school had an
alternative stream for pupils wanting to be
craftsmen. They applied their craft with vigour and
enthusiasm on this beautiful ‘English house’. Warren
Ashe, then the College Chairman, and Bill Ruse the
bursar were well pleased with the result and people
commented on the new look of the Mansion.
When our girls were not babies anymore I had more
time and the opportunity to share in Stephen
Sheen’s Bothmer Gym training: I took some classes
for a while until I could finally be trained in
Eurythmy, my wish since I was a child. The school,
led by Marguerite Lundgren, was in London and the
training lasted four years, a complicated time in our
lives with our children and Uwe’s work and
commitments.

We managed to catch summer 2016’s Class 12 very
briefly at the end of term before they rushed off on
their trip to Italy. Each student was given an Alumni
badge and a copy of A Good School. Many proudly
put on their badges right away!
So, what next for the graduates of 2016? Many are
taking a gap year before going on to university,
while others are taking a breather before deciding
their next step. Still more are going straight to
university, and the subjects to be taken are very
diverse: music, marine biology, engineering, biology,
art foundation, geography, geography and politics,
art -- and English.

Then after Tanya and Jean Nicholas were born in
the seventies, I started to teach. My first class was
Class 12 with Ewout van Manen and Gregory Niven
as pupils… Later on I introduced the Fairy tales for
Class 12 with the participation of the younger
pupils. I loved looking after the costumes which I
took on from Moanna Bowron. Later I took on the
exams administration and the inspector from the
Exam Board wrote that we were an ‘exemplary
centre’: praise indeed!

Other career ambitions are more varied still:
professional basketball, professional cycling,
journalism, TEFL course and teaching, personal film
company, performing arts, stage management and
guitar tuition.

When we were unable to retire at Michael Hall, the
pensions being what they are, our daughter Nathalie
offered to share a house with her in France, we
stayed four years; when she divorced and sold the
house, we moved to Germany to share a house with
Sophie in the Sarreland, a very beautiful part of
Germany. Yet we miss our friends, Forest Row and
the school, the love of our lives. If you ever travel
this way, come and have a cup of tea. Organic -and I get it from England…”

Top honours for MH Alumni
• Karenza Cutting has been awarded a First from
Manchester University in English Literature
• Henry Ahlemeyer has gained a First from
Northumbria University this year in Applied Sport
and Exercise Science
• Mareike Bog graduated in Law from Durham
University with an LLB (hons) 2:1. Her parents
asked that thanks be extended to all the teachers
at Michael Hall for the tremendous education and
inspiration that she received from Michael Hall

Hélène Jacquet
Uwe’s famous lanterns will be on sale in the Oak
Room in the mansion at the Advent fair.

• Eleanor Fuller, who graduated from Michael Hall
four years ago, has just achieved a First in her
English degree at Leicester
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Elinor Harvey, Class of ’11

Limahl Asmall, Class of ’03

Award-winning acrobat

Pioneering healthy eating for £18 a week
How did the idea for Eat
Delicious come about?
Like all good innovations,
it was born out of
necessity. Back in 2010 I’d
just finished a master’s
degree and was trying to
start a furniture company
on a shoestring. With £900
coming in per month,
London’s rent going out
and £6000 debt to clear, I
had to quickly figure out a
way to feed myself on a
breadline budget. I turned
it into a game and it became a bit of an obsession
to source cheap, healthy ingredients and turn them
into nutritious and delicious meals.
When [partner] Tiphaine came along, we quickly
realised it was entirely possible to eat well on a
budget, and the longer we lived like this (we still do
live like this) a seed idea was beginning to take
shape in my head that said: What if there are other
people like us, struggling with money and looking
for a way to feed themselves? Could they also
benefit from this way of shopping and eating?
And so fortunately the design business didn’t work
out. I begin researching, refining, writing recipes and
putting together a collection of meals that can be
made on a tiny budget.
Then I saw some figures – Food Bank figures. The
ones that said 1,109,309 three-day emergency food
parcels we’re given out in 2014-2015. The more I
learnt the more driven I became. I don’t think many
people really understand the numbers, or take the
time to think them through. I mean, one in five
people in the UK are living below the poverty line.
Stop and think about that.

“Fantastically, we put on our debut show in a yurt in
Forest Row after two and a half weeks devising. We
were so happy to have sold out across our five
shows and have received great feedback since.
We are now taking the show to Pembrokeshire in
Wales to perform and also to put on our first
children's workshop.

Just letting that sink in got me committed to getting
the cookbook into the hands of everyone that needs
it.

We are currently setting up a crowdfund to create
our own circus sofa. All the circus equipment will be
made to integrate into the sofa, which we then hope
to tour with this summer. Visit our website
at www.livingroomcircus.com for more information
on our projects and bookings.

What kind of cookbook is it?
Eat Delicious is a cookbook and 28-day meal plan
that teaches busy people how to make mouthwatering meals on a tiny budget of £18 per week. If
you want a headline grabbing number, that equates
to approx. £0.86p per meal.

Living Room Circus is not just a living room -- it's an
intimate space which creates an interactive
environment for both audience and performers to
explore without fear.”

There’s over 60 recipes, delicious and nutritious
breakfasts, lunches and dinners for an average of
£0.86p /meal. It’s dedicated to anyone living on a
low income or facing food poverty but can be used
by everybody. We’ve spent two years on the project
and are giving the cookbook away for free as a
downloadable pdf. We want as many people as

Elinor Harvey
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Eunice Locher, Class of ’80

possible to benefit from this knowledge and our
goal is to make great food accessible to everyone.

Fine ceramics

How do you devise such low-cost recipes?

Over the years I have
worked in different
countries and been
inspired by various
teachers. These
collective
experiences have
contributed to what you
can see on my website.
Throughout my travels,
I have always looked to
learn more from fellow
ceramicists and
masters as much as I
can. I am always being
inspired by natural objects and things of beauty.

It’s a bit like reverse engineering a meal, finding out
what ingredients give it the flavour profiles, the
texture, crunch, aromatics etc. Then rebuilding the
new recipes with readily available budget
ingredients such as fresh vegetables, a cheaper cut
of meat, and cleverly adding herbs and spices. We
spent time pinpointing ingredient relationships and
working out which Big Flavours transform recipes.
On one hand it sounds complicated, but once you
know what goes with what, it’s really easy. Anyone
can do it.

For many years I ran ‘The Grapevine Studio’ in
Sussex, making and teaching ceramics to both
adults and children. In 2007 I moved to Northern
Portugal and from there I had a studio and ran many
pottery courses. Now back in heavenly Sussex, I am
looking forward to running my next venture “The
Clay Studio” in Groombridge.

What’s next?
Current – Make the free pdf available to anyone with
an internet connection. We want to make sure that
everyone can have access to the cookbook. We’re
actively talking to charity partners working with
people on a low income.

I give a modern and personalised twist to familiar
forms, incorporating beautiful and subtle textures
inspired by handmade Portuguese lace and Indian
wood block printing tools, which create richly
textured patterns. The fun for me is finding
interesting objects to play around with. My work has
a freshness and an un-manufactured edge – a
welcome breath of fresh air in a world of mass
produced items. Every piece within the range is
individual and unique, and has its own character to
be enjoyed and treasured.

Next – Get a Printed cookbook into the hands of
everyone that needs it. We’ll need a partner for this
and the dream would be to start with food banks
then move to people on housing benefits and those
seeking jobs or living on a low income.
Future – Start tailoring the budget meal plans for
other groups such as students, people with
allergies, vegetarians etc.
There’s also talk
of an App
version with live
shopping lists
and recipe
instructions.
We’ve had a
meeting with
developers but
we’re keeping
our options open
and waiting until
the time is right.
http://www.tinybudgetcooking.com

Take a look at my website (www. http://
eunicelocher.com) and if you do not see exactly
what you want, I am happy to discuss personalising
items and making to order.
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Michael Cockerham, Class of ‘88

you like. In 1994 I took the plunge and committed to
it full time. I have never looked back and I have
never been without work. But equally I have never
stopped learning.

Professional photographer
At heart I am, and have
always been, endlessly
curious. The less
generous might call me a
nosey sod and perhaps
that is a fairer
assessment. But there is
another side to this
curiosity which is the
overwhelming compulsion
to share what I have
discovered with others.
Together these are the
attributes of the
journalist.

To the uninitiated, photography seems like such a
simple thing, you just push a button. But it is
technically, physically and aesthetically incredibly
demanding, and we are drowning in a sea of visual
diarrhoea. It is predicted for 2017 that 1.3 trillion
photographs will be taken. Standing out in that is
what being a professional photographer is really
about. I can honestly say I learn something new
about what I do every day, and I continue to mentor
people, all of whom have gone on to great things in
photography.
My work has been published all over the world, and
is held in various collections. My clients include the
BBC, Time Magazine, Estée Lauder and NASA to
name just a few, and my book Phineas’ Friends was
instrumental in bringing wider recognition to the
Evelina Children’s Hospital in London.

My story is a combination of serendipity and sheer
bloody-mindedness. I joined Peter Bark’s Class 6 at
Michael Hall in 1981, and with my parents and
younger brother, James (who joined Stephen
Sheen’s Class in 1983), living in New York at the
time, I lived at Broadstone. I loved boarding. It gave
me a freedom to explore the world around me and
find out who I was that I suspect might not
otherwise have been the case.

It was serendipity that brought me into the world of
space exploration, a subject that has been at the
centre of much of my work for the past eight years. I
have been privileged to meet and photograph Neil
Armstrong, along with about 60 other astronauts. In
2008 I became the first photographer in history to
get a newspaper by-line in orbit. More recently I
have become firm friends with British ESA astronaut
Tim Peake and his family, and was the official
photographer for his Mission X and Space to Earth
Challenge programmes. In January this year when
Tim made his first EVA (spacewalk) by a British
astronaut he took one of my photographs out into
the vacuum of space fixed to the outside of his
space suit.

By the time I left in 1988, I was eager to soak up
everything life had to offer. Tony Brown, our class 12
guardian, saw a future for me in public speaking;
Ted Roberts wrote in my art report that I would
never make a career for myself in the visual arts. I
saw myself as a writer, but serendipity and the Italy
Trip changed that. I was to become a photographer.
After a year off I began reading economics at
University College London while holding down a job
as a part-time trainee baker - there were no loans
then, and I did not qualify for a grant. I’m not sure
when I slept, but somehow in amongst the parties,
the lectures, the studying and the hot cross buns
and baguettes, I began to learn about photography.
By the time I graduated with honours I was also a
skilled baker and a proficient photographer, and had
held an exhibition of my work with two other old
scholars (Simon Redgrove and Marius Meergans) at
Steiner House near Baker Street in London.

If it had not been for photography and my insatiable
desire to witness everything and tell everyone, none
of these things would have happened. I would never
have met the woman I love, and I would not now be
the father to three beautiful sons, all of whom have
learned from me to keep asking “why?”
I know there are many more adventures still to
come.

Stephen Sheen adds:
Michael Cockerham also made a huge contribution in
bringing out The History of Michael Hall ‘A Good
School’. He took care of all the layout, enhancing the
photographs and supervising the printing. He gave
freely of his time to complete this project and the school
is very indebted to him for all his work. The school is
also very grateful to all the Old Scholars/ Alumni who
contributed so generously to the printing cost.

Initially I turned to baking full time, and was earning
good money. There were other compelling career
options, and I would have been far more secure if I
had followed the possibilities my degree opened up.
But I had this nagging feeling that if I did not at least
try to follow my heart I might get to the end of my
life and wonder “what if”?
I had started to take photographic assignments
during my degree, and over a period of about three
years I suppose I was a semi-professional
photographer. During that time I learned everything I
could, technically, aesthetically, and historically. But
I never felt confident saying that I was a
photographer as I felt like a fraud, a fauxtographer if

The book is available from the school reception,
price £15 or £20 with post and packing. Please
make cheques payable to Michael Hall School.
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Neil Fearis, Class of ’69

sphere. Like me, he has also stood for parliament in
Australia – in his case against two reigning premiers
on separate occasions.

Corporate and commercial lawyer

His CV certainly doesn’t read like a typical exSteiner student.

By his MH classmate
Sarah Benson

From time to time Neil would come to Melbourne,
where I lived at the time, and we would catch up
over long lunches. Always a joy to talk to, he was
more hilarious than ever.

Neil Fearis was born on
June 2nd, 1951. He
attended Michael Hall
from the second term of
Class 1 to Class 12.

He continues travelling the world, both for business
and leisure – recently Cuba, and in Ethiopia.

I remember Neil as
being – for the totality
of his school days - the
life and soul of the
party. German was a
party, sport a party
game; even in the maths class he had us rolling in
the aisles with his b(a)10 sheep imitation. He always
sat in the middle of the class, where his witty and
succinct remarks could be heard by all. We learnt to
giggle quietly.

In spite of mixing with hard-heads and high-flyers
from the legal and mining industry, our classmate
remains a modest, generous and ethical person,
keeping up a connection with Michael Hall and all
his classmates. He is particularly proud of the fact
that despite living on the other side of the world he
has attended every Midsummer Festival at Michael
Hall since 1987, with only two exceptions.
Perhaps the most extraordinary thing of all is that
Neil – we think - is the only corporate lawyer on the
planet who does not own a mobile phone! This of
course makes him totally unique, although this he
would not admit.

Neil put heart and soul into everything he did,
whether it was learning a language, singing carols at
Christmas, or sailing on the local reservoir. He had
tremendous energy, which kept the world around
him spinning. His academic marks were high in spite
of it all!

There is no doubt that the energy, warmth, humour
and humanity he brings to every area of his life have
touched the lives of all he has known.

After leaving Michael Hall he travelled the world for
several years, and his energy, enthusiasm and
natural curiosity took him far and wide. His more
unusual exploits during this period included
exploring for gold in outback Australia and South
Africa; canoeing down the Mekong River in the
middle of the Vietnam War, nearly freezing to death
climbing Mt Kilimanjaro, and driving alone across
the Simpson Desert in Australia in mid-summer in a
saloon car.

Neil Christian Fearis, LL.B (Hons), FAICD, FFin, and
his wife Jasmin have three sons and continue to live
in Perth, Western Australia.
Sarah Benson (class of ’69)

Fransje van Riel, Class of ’82
Author
It was in The
Netherlands, during my
first year of high school
(class 7 in Michael Hall)
that I was admonished
for the below-standard
average results of my
submitted English
language test. Basically,
so it felt, I sucked at it;
my grades needed to
improve drastically if I
were to keep up with the
rest of the class.

In the mid-1970s he found himself back in the UK
and enrolled at London University where he not only
met his future wife Jasmin but gained an honours
degree in law, graduating in 1977. He qualified as a
lawyer in 1979 and returned to Australia in 1981,
having received a job offer from a large commercial
law firm in Perth.
When he decided to start his legal career in earnest,
his old life of watercolour painting, 'copper bashing'
and eurythmy metamorphosed into something quite
different because, as he says, “I became a boring
lawyer”. But in reality his life as a lawyer was far
from boring. He entered the high flying life of
corporate law, and now many years later is a
leading commercial lawyer in Western Australia, as
well as director of a number of mining companies.
During his career he has worked on some of the
largest corporate transactions ever undertaken in
Australia.

I could not have
foreseen then that
before the year was out
I’d be living in the UK with my family and that my
use of English would never be a problem again.
And so I joined Michael Hall in Class 8. Blending in
and adapting to an environment where no one
spoke my own home language wasn’t easy. In fact,
it was incredibly frustrating to not be able to come

Neil is also involved in a number of community
organisations and is a director of an Australia-wide
ministry promoting Christian values in the public
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up with the words to describe my young teenage
thoughts. But thankfully that soon passed.

Never in my wildest dreams could I have imaged
that I’d be having lunch with Kenyan author,
politician and anthropologist Richard Leakey at the
Aero Club in Nairobi. Or that he, along with UK’s
foremost wildlife writer Brian Jackman, would grant
me an accolade for the book.

Moving to East Sussex changed life as I knew it; in
Holland, where kids go around on bikes and where
villages are much closer, I had been far more
independent. On the upside, after my return home
five years later, I was pretty much fluent in English
and, wanting to remain international, I decided to
join an airline.

I am glad that my parents decided to make that
move back in 1979. My affinity with England has
never waned and, although I never returned to
Forest Row, I can still picture it in the greatest detail.

After working in passenger handling for a good few
years I took to the skies, flying on big burley 747s
around the world as a cabin crew member for KLM.
And as fate would have it, one of my first far-flung
destinations was Kenya.

Perhaps one day I’ll write about it.
My Life With Leopards, Graham Cooke’s Story was
re-published in the UK by Thistle Books and is
available from Amazon.co.uk

Standing in the back of a Land Rover, gazing out
over Masai Mara’s vast open savannah plains where
wildebeest and zebra moved like mirages in the
daytime heat, a lone, single thought popped into my
mind.

www.fransjevanriel.com

Reunions for Midsummer 2017

I was going to write a book.
Where the idea came from I had no idea. What I
would write about unclear. It was March 1991.
Numerous trips to Kenya later, indulging myself in
what I then realised had been a lifelong passion for
wildlife and animals, I had my first article published:
a short story for a British organisation dedicated to
the preservation of cheetahs, my favourite wild
animal.
But as it turned out it was only in 1997, when I
moved to South Africa, that my writing career truly
took off. Writing full feature articles relating to travel
and wildlife, I interviewed Karin Saks one day about
her work with Chacma baboons that I felt that the
wealth of information she was giving me was way
beyond the limits of a 2000-word story.

Class 12 of 1959 (above, contact
christian@tonylewin.com) and Class 12 of 1967
(below, contact bruce.jackson@gmx.de): both had
Bob Lewers as class teacher in the Lower School
and both will be holding reunions in summer 2017;
Bob’s son Alan will be coming.

A book. It needed a book.
I had no idea if I could do it. I had had no idea how I
would do it as I had had no formal writing
education. The odds against actually being
published extremely debatable.
So I just started. I sent several chapters to Penguin
SA for consideration while I continued writing. It
took them nine long months to reply; they liked the
story.
Holding the first published copy in my hands was
exhilarating. As was the aftermath; being invited to
speak on radio and being interviewed by
magazines. I was living an entirely new life.
My second book came out two years after that and
my third in 2014; My Life With Leopards, a true story
about a young safari guide living with two six-weekold leopard cubs in the middle of the South African
bush. It was this last work that probably meant the
most to me.
Writing can be an incredibly hard slog. But apart
from the highs and lows, it has given me the
opportunity to meet the most interesting people.
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My next trip was to the West Country, where I
dropped off my wife Libby in Frome, to stay with
Anna Griffiths Carr, (class of ‘91) who was at
Broadstone when we were house parents in the
early 1980s. I went on to spend the night with Ailsa
Holmes and family on their barge (previous photo)
on the river Avon near Bath. Ailsa worked with
Christian on the Old Scholar’s Newsletter and
suggested that I look at Joy Mansfield’s History of
Michael Hall, with a view to publishing it.
The next day I travelled down to Cornwall, stopping
in at Blue Anchor and Minehead, for old times sake,
to stay with Nicholas Wrigley, (below, class of ‘56)
and Judy, his
wife, in their
beautiful listed
farmhouse near
Boscastle.
Nicholas and
Judy have
renovated
much of the
farm
themselves.

CLASS 12 of 1977: also organising a reunion in
summer 2017. For details contact
sarahhorsfall59@gmail.com
Anyone else thinking about a reunion? Please
contact me so I can arrange a room and send out
details to the other alumni in your class. Thanks,
christian@tonylewin.com

Wandering star
Stephen Sheen travels far and wide to keep in
touch with Alumni

From there I drove across to see Ronald Elliot (class
of ‘35) who must be one of the oldest Old Scholars
from the Streatham days. He lives in Lerryn, South
Cornwall, and has only recently given up sailing…

I have had the pleasure of going on some road trips this
year, where I met up with several Old Scholars. I use
that term rather than Alumni as they were of that
vintage.

My third trip was to see the Jacquets, (see page 15 )
who have a self-contained flat in their daughter
Sophie’s house. Sophie, (class of ‘79) teaches in the
Saarbrucken Waldorf School nearby. On my way
home I stayed with John Beck in Brussels -- we
were in the same class of ‘53. John, who was EU
Ambassador in Canada before he retired, now
divides his time between Brussels and his beautiful
Provencal farmhouse, near Mazan.

The first trip was to the Lake District to stay with
Laurence, (class of ‘49) and Melissa Harwood. On my
way I called in for coffee with Ralph Brocklebank, (class
of ’45), who lives in Clent. Ralph used to work with
Michael Wilson at the Clent Home for Adults and
Children with Special Needs. He has become an expert
on heraldry and I’m sure would be pleased to design a
coat of Arms for anyone who is interested!

My next trip was a short one, to Oxted to visit Colin
Packington, (class of ’45) who has recently moved
from his beautiful property near Woldingham, to be
nearer his family. Colin was the quantity surveyor for
many of the buildings at Michael Hall and has been
very faithful in attending Midsummer Festivals,
which he was unable to do this year due to illness -so he was very pleased to hear about the Festival
and receive the Newsletter.

At Laurence’s, we had a meeting with Simon Blaxland
de Lange (author of the biography of Owen Barfield),
who is hoping to write a biography of Cecil Harwood. I
also caught up with Jonty Somervell, (class of ‘49), who
lives nearby. Jonty has been very faithful to the school
and to his class, sending them a regular newsletter.
On my way home, I called in to see Daphne Griffin,
(Hockcliffe, class of ‘53), who lives in Harpenden. Her
husband, Tom, died recently and she also lost her sister,
Gillian (class of ‘48) and brother, Quentin (class of ‘46),
so she is on her own but has family and friends to
support her.

At the end of November I will be traveling to
Amsterdam for a reunion of my class of ‘91. This has
been organized by Tim Voors, who lives there. There
will be a report on it in the next Newsletter.
My final trip this year will be to the USA, to spend
Christmas with two of our children, Tamara (class of
’83), and Peter (class of ’84) and their families and
also to greet our first great grandchild. We will also
stay with Margaret Simons, (Frankel, class of ‘56) for
some days and hopefully also see Rebecca and
Deborah (Ashe, classes of ‘82 and ‘84).
It was so nice to see all these old friends and tell a
bit about the school and other Old Scholars. Who
knows? I may drop in on you sometime soon…
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Peter Clemm, Class of ’44,1925 - 2015

Alumni who have
recently died

By Timothy Clemm '71
Peter J Clemm, 90,
long-time resident of
Peterborough, New
Hampshire, USA, died
surrounded by his
loving family on
Saturday, November
28, 2015 at the
Pheasantwood Nursing
Home after a period of
declining health.

Lenor Brown, Class of ’59,1941-2015
We reproduce, unedited, the message
recently sent to us by her son Andreas
Here’s what I wrote about an
hour after mother died on Nov.
18th, 2015. Unfortunately, due to
business circumstances I was
not present but in Saigon,
Vietnam. I think it gives a bit of
perspective from my view:

Peter was born in
Stuttgart, Germany and
briefly attended the
Stuttgart Waldorf
School where he met his
first wife Karin Wachsmuth. Peter attended Michael
Hall from 1933 to 1944. Michael Hall was a Waldorf
school located in London which was evacuated
during WWII to Minehead, England.

“Mum died in the last hour. A
long battle with an aggressive
mutation of ovarian cancer with
many highs & lows, including a
significant period of (& at times
hilarious) addiction to opiate
pain medications.

Peter attended in Imperial College for one year
before emigrating to the United States after the end
of the Second World War to join his mother and
godmother, who had come there from Portugal.

For those who knew her, and my early days,
understand that life was not smooth sailing: violent,
crazy, a story to be tied to an anchor & thrown
overboard…. psychologically debilitating for her.
Her struggle with cancer and interface with its
treatment requirements was a parallel dialog, her
belligerent Scottish toughness giving the middle
finger to the cancer all along the way.

He enlisted in the US occupation army and was sent
to Austria where he used his German language skills
to debrief ex-Nazis. His military service gained him
US citizenship. Before returning to the States Peter
was reunited in Germany with his father after 10
years and met his little half-sister, Susanna.

Due to a business project in Asia I was unable to
head back to see her last week as things began to
head down that path. She was in and out of
consciousness until last weekend…on one of her
awake moments I was able to have a phone
conversation with her Friday, clearly not fully lucid,
yet quite telling last words with me from the ER:
“Andy (labored breathing), I’m in an asylum, I need
you here…… “ … me: “love you mum”.

Through the GI Bill, Peter was able to attend
Columbia University where he received a Master’s
Degree in Metallurgic Engineering. He worked for
General Electric for 15 years as a research scientist
in Schenectady and Philadelphia. He met and
married his first wife: Karin Wachsmuth while in
NYC. They had three children: Tim, Geoff and Mark
who attended the Kimberton Farms (Waldorf)
School in Kimberton, PA.

Mother was born in Aberdeen Scotland, with Rod
Stewart’s Scottish heritage I thought this song’s
disposition & perspective something to include in
memory” (insert Rod Stewart’s “Sailing” here)

Peter took the Waldorf Teacher Training Course at
Emerson College in England in 1966-68 and took a
class from 1st through 8th grades at the Green
Meadow Waldorf School in Spring Valley, NY where
he met and married his second wife: Lucille Vogel.
He also took a class from 1st through 8th grades at
the Marin Waldorf School in California.

I had posted the above to Facebook and it included
the Rod Stewart song link.. .obviously on paper/
written this is not possible.
Hopefully this will make it to the November issue
since it will mark the 1 year since she died.

Peter and his wife Lucille and daughter Rosalinda
came to New Hampshire in 1984. Lucille taught at
the Pine Hill School in Wilton and Peter taught a few
science blocks there. He also worked as a real
estate agent for a while, as a metallurgist and finally
at the Lucas Community in Temple.

Andreas L.R. Brown, Class of ’82, CEO, XELA
Corporation

After some years in North Carolina Peter and Lucille
returned to Peterborough, NH, where he volunteered
to read to pre-schoolers, helped people prepare for
their GED exam and he and Lucille went to the
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John Price, Class of ‘65, 1947 – 2016

Pheasant Wood Center once a week for two years
where Peter read short stories and Lucille played
classical piano music.

An appreciation by Paul Law

In addition to his loving wife, Lucille, Peter is
survived by his daughter, Rosalinda Devereux of
Wexford, Ireland; his step-daughter, Leslie Vogel of
Greenfield, NH; his sons, Timothy Clemm of
Savannah, GA, Geoffrey Clemm of Denver, CO, Mark
Clemm of Bluebell, PA and Thomas Clausen Clemm
of Bergen, Norway; one sister, Susanna Clemm
Craig of Denver, NY; ten grandchildren, three stepgrandchildren and one step-great grandchild.

I only got to know John
Price during the last seven
years of his life, but I got to
know him well. John was
already retired when he
moved back to Forest
Row, and he was of an age
when a man naturally
reflects on his life and
examines the course of it,
the various phases through
which he has passed.

John Neukom, Class of ’46, 1928 - 2014

John himself saw his life as composed of two
distinct phases, with a dramatic turning point in the
middle.

By Stephen Sheen
John Neukom joined
Michael Hall just before
the war in Streatham. His
parents were in Shanghai
at that time, so Mr and
Mrs Sheen, who ran the
boarding hostel, acted in
loco parentis. With the
school’s evacuation to
Minehead, John became
part of the Sheen family
for the war years.

In the first half of his life – till his mid-thirties – he
was quite ambitious. He studied Law and he
qualified as a barrister, a career which he followed
successfully for several years. There were things
about his profession that he still loved: he loved the
paraphernalia of the court, the wigs and gowns, the
ceremony. And he loved to hold forth, with a ready
supply of witty barbs, ingenious argument, and
irony.
But John was not happy with his career. Curiously,
when he spoke of his time as a barrister, the
aspects on which he dwelled most were corruption
– the misuse of the law to inflict injustice – and his
own efforts to protect clients who had been wrongly
accused or cheated. The case of which he was
proudest was his defence of an illiterate but wealthy
gypsy who had been swindled out of a large
property by his bank manager.

After the war, John did
his National Service but
still spent his leaves with
the Sheens at Broadstone in Forest Row. After a
spell in Germany, he secured a place at Imperial
College to read engineering. While there, he
contracted appendicitis and was nursed by his
future wife, Barbara. They were married a year later
in the Forest Row Anglican church and had their
reception at Broadstone.

And with that we can recognise a theme which ran
through John’s life: the urge to come to the
assistance of people who did not have his own
advantages of education or social status – the poor,
the lonely, the people who survive on the margins of
society. And again: one saw that he was able to
make friends with people who were far less
articulate and educated than himself.

After getting his degree, John joined the British
Patent office, and this was to be his future life’s
work. He was a keen hockey player and played for
Imperial College and then a London club. He also
formed a Michael Hall Old Scholars team, which
played clubs in and around London, the highlight of
the year, being the annual match against the school.

John’s career as a barrister ended – and his
marriage ended also – as a result of his addiction to
alcohol. As so often, alcohol was not the cause of
his problems – it was the symptom of a much
deeper unhappiness. John damaged his health by
drinking to the point that doctors warned he would
have only weeks to live if he continued as he was.

John and Barbara brought up their three children in
Helsby in Cheshire, where he became a much
respected member of the community. He was
always interested in the fortunes of Michael Hall and
administered the OS bursary fund for many years
until it was wound up.

After a long and hard struggle, John overcame his
addiction. He overcame it completely. In speaking of
that time he would often say that there was no
external ‘cure’ for his condition. To free himself of it
he had first to descend to the very bottom of the pit.

Bridget Askew Sprung (class of ‘66)
Passed away on October 21st in her home in
Paris after a battle with cancer. We will include
an appreciation of Bridget in our next news
letter

John went through that stage and he turned his life
round – so completely that one can speak of
something like the beginning of a new life, a spiritual
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rebirth. Subsequently he studied at Emerson
College and he afterwards began a wholly new
career – this time as a teacher – first in the
Edinburgh Steiner school and latterly in the Brighton
school.

McLaren, with the cigarette never dropping from his
lips.
John was an intellectual – but he also loved doing
things of a practical kind. He had taught pottery and
woodwork for a time as a teacher. And later, in his
final years, he was never happier than when he was
working with tools – cutting the hedge, building
shelves, fixing the roof. In spite of his heart
condition – in spite of the 40 cigarettes he smoked
daily – he was a remarkably fit and active man.

And we see here the same theme of his life
recurring. He worked principally with young
children. Though a highly intelligent and educated
man, he found it easy to be in the company of
children – and children loved him. He had the rare
ability to give a child his whole attention, to treat a
child as seriously and respectfully as an adult. Like
all good teachers, he was aware that teaching is a
learning experience too. You can’t teach children
anything unless you are willing and able to learn
from them – which requires an essential humility.

But I would like to end with one other experience,
which revealed to me a side of John that was not
immediately obvious. On one of his visits to India I
lent John a book by Valentin Tomberg -- his great
work on Christian mysticism and Christian
symbolism, Meditations on the Tarot. John was
completely enthralled by Tomberg and he talked
about him with great enthusiasm and wonder for
hours each day. What attracted John to Tomberg
was partly the imagination and subtlety with which
he explored mystical themes – but he also found in
Tomberg a thinker who shared his own view of life
as a journey, a spiritual journey, in which we must
learn to give up so many of the material things of life
in order to progress spiritually. One of Tomberg’s
key terms is ‘humility’ – in particular, our need to put
aside our cleverness, and our need for status, in
order to be able to appreciate real value, real inner
qualities. ‘Humility’ was a word that was often on
John’s lips in his final days. John was not a regular
churchgoer, but he had a profoundly prayerful state
of mind and a deep trust in the divine. That is
perhaps why he was able to face the dangers of his
last illness with a certain calm indifference.

John was a good teacher, an inspiring teacher. But
as all of us who knew John are aware, he was better
at inspiring than organising; he was better at
delivering an imaginative lesson than tidying a
classroom, or keeping a register, or writing reports
on time….. all the mundane things that wear
teachers down.
John eventually stopped teaching and he looked
around for a new job – and he became a milkman. I
several times tried hard to get John to write a book
about his career as a milkman, and it is a great pity
he didn’t. He described driving on his rounds
through Brighton in the night and the early hours of
the morning – observing a side of the city’s life that
mostly remains hidden: streets populated with
runaway children, drunks, prostitutes, tramps, and
the ever circling police cars. And here too that
enduring theme of his life surfaces again: he talked
of how he had befriended elderly and confused
people – lonely people, who enjoyed a chat with the
milkman in the early hours of the morning, because
they would probably see no one else the whole day.
And poor people, whom he often helped out of his
own pocket. How he befriended children who
wandered the streets at night in gangs – children
who began by stealing from his van, but who
subsequently became regular visitors who
befriended him and looked out for him.
And then there was the John that I knew from the
time that we became close neighbours and friends
in Forest Row – the John who came by for breakfast
every morning when I was in England, and who also
visited me in my home in India.
John was a great talker, and he loved nothing so
well as a good argument. If you wondered whether
he had really practised as a barrister you would be
left in no doubt about it when he suddenly turned a
conversation round and you found yourself on the
end of a cross-questioning while he demolished
your ideas with a subtle compound of irony and
withering scorn. Nor, if you were a passenger in the
front seat of his car, were you in any doubt that he
had once been a racing driver. He was the only man
I knew who could throw a 3-cylinder Vauxhall Corsa
into the Hartfield Bends as if it were a Formula 1
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Michael Hall Class Teachers and Guardians from 1946
This is very much a work in progress and we need everyone’s help to fill in the blanks and correct mistakes.
And to volunteer to be the contact person for your particular year.
Year of
leaving
Class 12

Class Teacher

1946

Guardian

Contact person

Francis Edmunds

1947

Henry Barnes, Dorothy Darrell

1948

Anne Cox, J Darrell,Frank Bircumshaw

1949

Jesse Darrell

1950/1951

Joyce Russell

1952

Margaret Russell

michaelhull811@gmail.com

1953

Arthur Sheen

stephenandlibby35@gmail.com

1954

Margaret Madge, Lucy Dennison

1955

Frank Bircumshaw

Elwell

1956

Arthur Sheen

Gebert

1957

Margaret Russell

Romer, Elwell

1958

Jesse Darrell

Hetherington, Sheen

1959

Bob Lewers

1960

Joyce Russell

1961

Eric Byford

Sheen, Gebert, Lanning

1962

Audrey McAllen

Hans Gebert, Romer, Lanning

1963

Moana Bowron, Lucy Dennison (class 7A)

Le Prevost, Mann, Hetherington, Harrison

1964

Dorothea Wrigley

Warren Ashe, Mann, Hetherington

1965

Margaret Russell

Hetherington

1966

Jesse Darrell

Jarman, Hetherington

1967

Christopher Mann

Hugh Hetherington

1968

Joyce Russell

King, Ashe, Hetherington

1969

Eric Byford

Warren Ashe

Mark Chivers

1970

Rene Querido, Brien Masters

Jarman, Ashe, Sheen, King

tony@tonylewin.com

1971

Moana Bowron

King, Cope

Mark Hetherington
(markhet@gmail.com)

1972

J Russel, Slaughter, Locher

Jarman, Ashe, Hetherington

1973

M Russell, Rudolph

Steadall, King

1974

Snell, Darrell

King, Hetherington

1975

Lanning

Woodman, Hodgson

1976

C Mann

Hetherington, Jarman, Narayan

1977

Rudolph

Lanning, Hull

1978

Masters

Hull, Brown

AC Harwood

Hetherington, Gebert, Edmunds

Johnny Somerville

Angela Locher,
+arengel@O2.co.uk

christian@tonylewin.com
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Susan Masters

Dawn Brend, John McDermott
(John@thet.org)

Bruce Jackson
(bruce.jackson@gmx.de)

sarahhorsfall59@gmail.com

1979

Moana Bowron

Hodgson, Lanning

1980

Georg Locher, Manning Goodwin

T Roberts, Bark, Woodman, Davidson

1981

June Ball, Peter Clark

Hodgson, Wellman, Lanning, Davidson

1982

Margaret Shillan, Stephen Sheen

Woodman, Law, Stedall, Hull

1983

Sonia Price, Peter Ramm

Rowe, Ashe, Wyatt, Clark, Davidson, Shillan

1984

Celia Querido, Brien Masters, Ashe

Daniele Gaillemin, Wellman

1985

Jon Godber, Peter Davies

Roberts, Lanning, Davidson

1986

Daniel Bittleston , Diana Westlake

Lanning, Rowe, Ashe

1987

Art Osmond, J. Ball, F.von Druska

Davis, Gaillemin, Lanning, Jacquet, Ashe

1988

Peter Bark

Brown

1989

Georg Locher, Masters, Scratchley

Cramm

1990

Barbara Low, Jeremy Dunleavy

Wellman

1991

Stephen Sheen (1-8), Peter Bark (6-8)

K Wyatt

1992

Sonia Price (1-8), Paul Bradford (6-8)

1993

Jon Godber, Craig Cook

Davies

1994

Elaine Nunhofer (1-8), Nino Radojcin (1)

Forward

1995

Nino Radojcin, Gordon Purdy

Lumsden, Wyatt, Gaillemin

1996

Auriol de Smidt (1-7), E van Manen (1-5)
S. Sheen both 8s

Davis, Narayan, Lumsden

1997

R Exley, E Nunhofer, M Jones, N Radojcin

Ashe, Fischer

1998

Barbara Low, Alan Drysdale

W Forward

1999

Alex Naylor, P Bark, Marianna Law

T Brown, D Gaillemin, M Baker, D Gaillemin

2000

Jeremy Dunleavy, B Richardson, S Sheen

M Baker, J Alwyn

2001

Simon Shirley, Barbara Low

E Davis, S Saar

2002

Kirsteen Whitby, John Bentley

C Coote

2003

M Jones, C Taylor, D Cooper, C Leveaux

Jacquet, Sim

2004

AM Jacobs-Brown, Christo Georgadidis

D Gaillemin, S Narayan

2005

Linda Churnside, Caroline Ritchie

E Davies, M Saar

2006

Nino Radojcin, Saskia Brand, B Low

D Gaillemin, J Reeves

2007

Clair Duncan (1), Jane Crutchfield

Secombe, Copp, J Reeves

2008

Antoinette Reynolds, C Duncan, C
Georgadidis

Devaris, Baker, Davis

2009

Laura Fee, P Bark, Charles Brooks

Davis, Reeves, Cruz, Gaillemin

2010

S Shirley, S Saar, Kirsteen Whitby

Reeves, Harrap, Cassells, Devaris,
Forward, Davis

2011

St.Clair Leveaux, Virginia Westlake

Reeves, Harrap

2012

Sarah Wilson, William Forward, Saar

Harvey, Cassells, Forward, Gearing, Devaris

2013

Pene Johnstone, Uzi Pinkerfeld

Kelly, Cassells, Smith, Reeves

2014

Martin Schmandt, Evans, J Wilson

Harvey

2015

Ritchie, Courtney, Radojcin

Kelly, Morris-Brown

2016

Vanbreda, Cheney

Forward, Devaris
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Tim Voors

chloelewin@hotmail.com

Kitty_johnston@hotmail.co.uk

the content than on the title. And now, after nearly
half a dozen issues in our new format, we are
beginning to think that the name Alumni Newsletter
is rather too uninspiring for a school which prides
itself on fostering the imagination. So, are there any
suggestions out there? Any brilliant titles that
magically wrap the essence of Michael Hall’s spirit
into a punchy word or phrase? Please let us have
your most inspirational (and of course positive!)
thoughts -- and the winner will be rewarded with his
or her name on the cover!

Final Comments

"

A big thank you goes to Tony Lewin who has
worked tirelessly on the editing with us and Simon
Wrigley (photographer at Olympics 2015) for doing
the layout. A big thank you too to all who have
contributed to this issue and for putting up with our
gentle or bullying reminders for material.
We are now reaching even more Alumni but please
contact us if you know of people who are not so we
can make sure they are contacted. This is so
important especially in the light of the upcoming
preparations for celebrating the 100 years of Steiner
Waldorf Education.

We look forward to seeing you at the Advent Fair on
November 26th. The Alumni will be running the “old
books stall” in the Oak Room in the mansion. We
will also be selling “A Good School” - now reduced
to £15, and Uwe Jacquet’s exquisite Christmas
lanterns (below).

We still need to know if this is the kind of newsletter
you want. Are we on the right track? Please send us
your comments and suggestions.

With all good wishes,

Moving on: we relaunched this Newsletter in 2014
and we can now see that we focused much more on

Stephen Sheen (Class of ’53) –stephenandlibby35@gmail.com

Christian Lewin (Class of ’59) -christian@tonylewin.com
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