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Dear all
I would like to start by saying how 

fantastic the play was on Friday 
night - truly sensational!! Whilst I 
would not class myself an aficion-
ado, I have seen hundreds of school 
productions in my time and this 
stands out as the best I have ever 
seen. The cast were amazing, set 
was magical and costumes quite 
delightful! We are so proud of this 
group of young people who 
represented their journey through Michael Hall with 
aplomb. I would like to thank Virginia Westlake and her 
supporting cast of staff colleagues and parents who 
together made this such a special event in the lives of the 
young people involved. 

This week has seen a continuation of the work going on 
to improve the learning experience here at Michael Hall  - 
lessons continue to be visited by a range of staff and 
external consultants, we are regularly checking the 
quality of work in books and talking to children about 
their learning. I am encouraged by the work going on and 
feel that our momentum in preparing for an upcoming 
visit will stand us in good stead. I look forward to seeing 
as many of you as possible this Saturday at our Open 
Space event - this is a unique opportunity to help shape 
the future of Michael Hall and I'm sure you will agree 
with the strength of community we are blessed with, the 
potential is exciting. 

Paul Farr, Principal

School 
Newsletter
The Lion, The Witch 
and the Wardrobe 
(Mitchell) review 
Last weekend saw three enchanting performances of 
the Class 12 play ‘The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe’ to capacity audiences in the wonderful 
Michael Hall theatre. From the opening air raid siren 
in a darkened, still-quietening auditorium, and the 
ensuing busyness of a wartime train station during 
blackout, we traced the journey of the four evacuee 
Pevensie children to the rambling home of eccentric 
Professor Kirk, where under the harsh auspices of 
Mrs Macready, they come to find the magic 
wardrobe. There were audible gasps and sighs (or was 
it just me?) when the curtain rose to reveal an 
extraordinarily beautiful ever-wintry land of 
Narnia, with a forest of pale birch trees, huge icicles 
of draping white muslin and gently falling snow. All 
the animals of the forest were there – squirrels, deer, 
reindeer, birds and beavers, all charmingly depicted - 
as well as mythical beasts such as centaurs, dryads, a 
satyr and a unicorn. Altogether a beautifully-
choreographed visual feast of Narnian forest life, 
within which the children’s adventures unfolded. With 
a different cast each night, every Class 12 student 
played a major character for at least one 
performance. Each time, different facets of the 
characters were revealed to us. Each and every 
student shone, whether in the role of a child, 
grown-up, forest animal, mythical creature or 
archetypal beast, together raising each show to 
brilliance! There was something here for all ages, a 
magical adventure story for the young and 
young-at-heart, and also depicting the austerities of 
wartime separation and parental privation, the 
hunger of imagination and the need to be heard and 
believed, the horrors of betrayal, addiction, 
‘group-think’ and tyranny, and the everyday miracle 
of nature’s ‘deep magic’. It was all here, together with 
musical accompaniment and outbursts of song, 
packed into just over two hours of enchanting 
theatre. Thank you Class 12, for such a memorable 
show, and thanks too to the myriad supporters of the 
production including teaching staff, student teachers, 
technical support and parents.
Julie Withers, Parent in Class 12

Sewing Equipment Needed 
Dear Michael Hall Community, do you have a 
sewing machine sitting in your attic which you know 
you will never use?  A fabric stash which you’ve 
collected and feel it is time to let go of?  We are 
looking for a few sewing machines/an overlocker/
sewing threads and fabrics etc. that our students 
can get creative with on our Art & Design courses.  
All donations warmly welcome, please drop them 
into Reception. Tina Huber, Product Design Teacher



CONGRATULATIONS

Invitation from Paul Farr and the PWG - Final Reminder
Come to our Open Space event this Saturday, March 7th, hosted by Paul Farr, facilitated by the Parents Working Group in the 
Dick Chester Studio 10.30am to 4pm. We would love to see 
as many of you there as possible. Children of all ages are 
very welcome. If you are planning to come for the whole 
day please bring a packed lunch - tea, coffee and 
biscuits will be provided. 
Thank you, from The PWG team What are your dreams for Michael Hall, for now and for the future? 

And how can we work together to make them happen?

Come to an Open Space event on Saturday March 7th 10.30am to 
4.30pm in the Dick Chester Studio, hosted by Paul Farr, facilitated by 
the Parents Working Group.

This is a chance for our whole school community, including the 
children, to celebrate what we have and build on it together. Come 
for the whole day if you can, but otherwise for whatever time you can 
spare. Please note, it is good to be there at the beginning…..

WARNING: THIS EVENT MAY BE FUN!

for Michael Hall, 
for now and for the future? 

And how can we work together 
to make them happen?

Come to an Open Space event on: 
Saturday 7th March - 10:30 to 16:00

In the Dick Chester Studio 
Hosted by Paul Farr

Facilitated by the Parents Working Group

This is a chance for our whole School community, 
including the children, to celebrate what we have and 

build on it together. Come for the whole day if you 
can, but otherwise for whatever time you can spare. 
Please note, it is good to be there at the beginning…..

WARNING: THIS EVENT MAY BE FUN!

What are your dreamsUPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday 7th March 2020

PWG - Open Space 10:30 - Dick Chester

Saturday 14th March 2020
Early Years Open Morning 09:30 

Mansion Market 11:00 - 16:00

Friday 20th March 2020
Class 8b Play - Theatre 19:00

Saturday 21st March 2020
Class 8b Play - Theatre 19:00

Friday 20th March 2020
Class 8b Play - Theatre 19:00

Lower School Painitngs
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This week’s Online Safety resources

Safeguarding; we are all responsible

DITTO is a free online (e-safety) magazine for parents, that help parents stay up to date with risks, issues, advice 
and guidance related to keeping children safe online. A new edition is released approx. every 6 weeks and the 
latest edition can be found in the dedicated Online Safety page, in the Parent's Corner, on the School's Website. 
https://www.esafety-adviser.com/latest-newsletter/

www.michaelhall.co.uk/online-safety-resources-for-parents

YoungMinds is a great resource for students and parents if there are difficult feelings and emotions to navigate. The 
following link to YoungMinds webpage, is on the School website, under "Parent's Corner".
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/feelings-and-symptoms/
www.michaelhall.co.uk/safeguarding-and-wellbeing-resources-for-parents

This week’s Wellbeing Resources

At specific times during the day, Parents have access to the school site; drop off and pick up only from Kindergarten, 
the Lower School , the Mansion and the Canteen. Please see on the next page the Parent Site Access which can also be 
found in the Parent's corner, under Safeguarding, on the School's website. 

www.michaelhall.co.uk/safeguarding-and-wellbeing-resources-for-parents

This week’s Safeguarding Resources 

Mansion Market
Saturday 14th March 2020 - 11:00 - 16:00
The Mansion Market returns at last with a brilliant selection 
of stalls with something for everyone. The Puppet Shows 
will be back to delight your children, the therapists to dispel 
your winter ills, and the Café will be providing the usual 
delicious lunch. Do come and support our lovely, friendly 
stallholders - you will not be disappointed. 
Mansion Market Team

Puppet Show
The Elfin Grove' present Grimm's' 'The Crystal Ball', a 
magical fairy tale puppet play of quest and transformation.
In the Castle of the Golden Sun, a young man discovers the 
King's daughter and sets out to free her from an 
enchantment. With courage and perseverance, he must 
obtain the Crystal Ball.
Hand-crafted silk marionettes with musical 
accompaniment.
In the Eurythmy Studio, showing at 12:00, 13:30 & 15:00.
Entry £3 single and £10 family (2 children/2 adults), duration 
is 25 minutes, suitable for all.



Parent Site Access 

 
• Morning drop off 

Whole School 08:00 – 08:30. Only parents for Classes 1,2 & 3 may enter school 
buildings. Any child arriving after 08:30 should be brought to Reception where 
appropriate arrangements will be made for them to join their classes. 
 

• Collection during the school day 
Should you need to collect your child during the school day for any reason please 
report to Reception where your child will join you to sign out. Children from Classes 
1,2 and 3 will be accompanied. 
 

• Returning during the school day 
Please report to Reception with your child, who will ensure they are signed in before 
they join their classes. Children from Classes 1,2 and 3 will be accompanied. 
 

• Pickup – the earlier time is for collection, the later for when parents need to be 
away from the playground areas. No parents may enter the school buildings. Pupils 
from classes 1-3 will be handed over. 
 
Lower School is from 12:15 – 12:30 
Kindergarten 12:30 – 12:45 
Full day collection 15:15 – 15:30 
Upper School collection 16:00 – 16:15 
 
Although the Upper School finishes at 16:00 school activities continue until 17:30. 
Please wait at the pickup points unless attending a sports match or music lesson etc. 
 

• Canteen 
The Canteen is currently open for parents from 8:00 – 9:30. 
There will be a member of staff or DBS checked parent present to hear any 
comments or questions you may have. Parents are welcome to use the picnic 
benches sited at the foot of the cow path to enjoy the sunshine with their morning 
coffee, unfortunately the benches outside the Mansion cannot be used during school 
time. 

 
 
 

We thank you for leaving the School Site promptly 

 

Safeguarding; we are all responsible 


