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Chapter 4: Issues and debates  
Ethical implications of research 
studies and theory
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Where would we be if it weren’t for…?

Extension: 
Explain how the above research studies/theories are examples 
of socially sensitive research (either by commenting on how 
they harm their immediate participants and/or had negative 
implications for the group of people they represent). 
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Activity 

Write a paragraph to explain how society would be different if the 
following socially sensitive research had not been carried out. Think of 
the positive and negative consequences of research to help you do this.

Bowlby’s maternal deprivation hypothesis – the idea that a child needs 

a continuous relationship with a mother � gure in the � rst � ve years of life in 

order to develop normally. Disruption to this bond through separation from the 

mother � gure can have a negative e� ect on later social, emotional and intellectual 

development.   

Milgram’s study of obedience – research found that under certain circumstances 

people will obey orders to cause someone else harm if instructed to by an authority 

� gure. 

Loftus’s research on eyewitness testimony – research that found that people’s 

ability to recall crime events accurately was poorer than people thought and was 

also a� ected by leading questions and anxiety.

Rosenhan’s ‘sane in insane places’ study – research that found that a group of 

normal people who acted like they were mentally ill were all admitted to psychiatric 

institutions and were kept there from 19 to 52 days despite acting normally as soon 

as they were admitted.

Selye’s research on the General Adaptation Syndrome – research that found 

that rats exposed to stressful situations eventually became ill.

� e bobo doll study – Bandura found that children exposed to role models being 

aggressive to a bobo doll also became aggressive themselves.


