
Class 7B Distance Learning Main Lesson – The Age of Discovery              Tue April 21 

Welcome back to our class 7B journey together! Our studies of the history of the 
middle ages continues with a main lesson on 'The Age of Discovery' – the period when
European and Arab explorers set sail and journeyed to parts of the world that were 
still unknown to Europeans – this expansion of territories culminated with the 
discovery of  the 'Americas' and a vast expansion of trade with the India and the far 
East. Today it is hard to imagine how little was known about the world as a whole in 
the 1300's and 1400's when this age of discovery began. 

Task 1 - On a clear sheet of paper draw a map of the world  as you 'know' or 
remember it – don't copy it from anywhere but your own memory! Colour and shade 
the coastline in blue with land in in green or brown – dont indicate country borders 
but try and represent mountains, seas, rivers and lakes. As you are working your way
around the great land masses from memory, try and recall what you know about the 
history of these countries and continents .  The title of the drawing, done with 
pencil and coloured pencil, will be -'World Map drawn from Memory'. This should 
take  30 -45 minutes, to include shading, title and date. Don't worry if you can't 
remember as  much as you would like – please do have a go as carefully as you can. 
This will be the first step on our own journey of discovery- what do we already know
about what the world looks like? Please ensure you keep track of your writings and 
drawings – this is to go into a version of your main lesson book (2nd Page, leaving first 
page blank for title page as usual) 

REVIEW OF HOLIDAY WORK 

1/ Geography Project
I set quite a bit of holiday work, and hope very much you have been able to get your 
teeth into your geography project and have found enough resources. This is an 
opportunity not only for research into traditional ways of life from around the world 
but also to find your way into a beautiful detailed drawing. Make sure you have 
really given time to at least two A4 size or larger drawings please. Please remember 
that you are expected to complete entries for all the original headings – in your own 
words. 

2/ Reading and Composition
Make sure that your reading of 'Shane' is complete and that you have your English 
composition assignment of writing an opening chapter in hand and in process if not 
complete. 

3/ Reading and Composition
Complete your reading of a Sherlock Holmes story. You were asked to compose a first
draft of a detective story of your own – how have you managed with this? Here is the 
original brief: 

2/ SHERLOCK HOLMES
Please read as many of the 12 short stories as you have an appetite for in the link I sent 
you. Go for several stories rather than one of the big novels like The Hound of the 
Baskerville's.   Try and deduce, like a detective, what are the structures of a detective 
story? Does the crime come first? Do we need to establish who the characters are before 
a crime has an impact on the reader? Do we need to describe a crime in gory detail (one 



or two writers in the class need to pay careful attention here) as if it were a horror 
story? Or will one or two details provoke the reader's imagination? Should a detective 
story make the reader a little scared and fearful for the safety of others in the story? 
How important is motive in setting out a story? Is bravery and heroism an aspect of the 
character of the detective? 
Plan out your own detective story and then a first draft before writing it up in your 
English book. Please keep your first draft so that I can see how you have developed it. 
Please ask mum or dad to help you proofread before writing a final draft, which should 
be tidy and above all legible (please do take note those of you who have been asked to 
address this issue). Remember our aim for the last term - use descriptive words 
(adjectives, adverbs)  and similes to support your narrative ( For instance  - 'As fragile as
a flower',or  'the pinewoods smelt like Christmas') Story length - min 500 words - max 
1500

Art Project 
Here is the original brief - 

 I would like each of you to engage with an artwork in ANY medium - pen, pencil, biro, feltpen, paint, 

clay, wax, wood, papier mache, actual plants, photography, video, that has the EMERGENCE of 

Spring as a theme. Not spring as a finished process (Here is a flower) but as an emerging thing, over 

time (Here is a flower growing, blossoming, changing and becoming) . If you choose to write a poem, 

story or write music that's OK but you will need to record it. We will then set up an online gallery at 

the end of April! 

SO – how are you all getting on?? This work also should be in process of completion, 
with an end nearly in sight... 

I know that it can be very hard to set up a rhythm with all of these different 
activities – BUT they really can be done in a relaxed way, and to a really good 
standard, if you set yourself up with a rhythm to the day that fits in with the rhythm 
of your household. If you feel yourself getting a bit overwhelmed and overheated, 
then remember to go outside, observe Nature, and breath deeply this incredible 
clean and warm Spring air! 

We have a few different tasks to finish off before we get fully going on the explorers 
– please do aim for completion this week if you can. If you are hitting problems 
please discuss with your parents and get them to email. I will be calling once a week 
I hope to talk through any difficulties that have come up. So – although its all rather 
different, being on lockdown – welcome back to class 7B!!


