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de Bono’s detective skills [21327] 
 

Teaching notes 

 

Show your students the trailer for the 2011/2012 West End production of An 

Inspector Calls: 

http://www.aninspectorcalls.com/#/video/  

or 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y7jGR61PM6k 

You may need to show this clip more than once.   

The questions that follow are based on de Bono’s six thinking hats and 

colour-coded accordingly.  Students could be given just one colour so that 

they ‘wear’ a specific hat, or you could get them to answer just a couple of 

questions for each colour to expand their thinking.  If you’re feeling brave, you 

could ask them all to answer all of the questions!  
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White hat 

What evidence can you find for the historical period in which the play is set? 

What can we predict about the play’s setting? 

What lighting effects were used in this production? 

What can we assume about the play’s characters? 

What clues are there about the events in the play? 

 

Red hat 

What do the lighting effects suggest about the emotions in the play? 

How does the music make you feel? 

What can you predict about the play’s themes? 

 

Black hat 

What difficulties might the characters face? 

What, if anything, would put you off watching a production of An Inspector 

Calls based on this trailer? 

Are there any characters or events that make you feel uneasy? 
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Yellow hat 

What do you like the look of based on your viewing of this trailer? 

What, if anything, would make you want to watch a production of An Inspector 

Calls, based on this trailer? 

What do the reviews suggest about this particular production? 

 

Green hat 

How else could you inspire theatre-goers to see this production? 

What questions do you have about the play from viewing just this trailer? 

How would this trailer be different if the lighting and music were changed?  

Have you got any ideas about what you would use instead? 

 

Blue hat 

How does the director combine different elements to have an effect on you? 

What key words are spoken by the actors? What could you guess about their 

significance? 

What stands out most for you from watching this trailer? 
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Historical context [20444] 
 
Put the following events into the correct order of when they happened.  
 

Hitler comes to power in Germany. 

Elizabeth II becomes Queen. 

The first old age pensions are paid. 

The Titanic sinks (in April). 

An Inspector Calls is performed for the first time in the UK. 

Captain Scott finally reaches the South Pole (in January, behind 
Amundsen). 

An Inspector Calls is set (shortly before the Titanic sinks). 

The First World War happens. 

The Wall Street Crash in the USA affects the world’s banking system. 

Queen Victoria dies. 

The Wright brothers make the first flight in a petrol-powered aeroplane. 

Television arrives in the UK. 

The Second World War happens. 

 
Read back through Act 1 and find any references to historical context.  Which of the above 
events are mentioned?  
 
Choose at least three events and research what happened.  How would mentioning these 
events in the play affect the audience watching at the time of the play’s first performance?  


