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These quotations demonstrate the contrast between Mr Birling’s shameless belittling of Eva 
Smith and Sheila’s pity for her.  They also reveal their contrasting rejection and acceptance of 
responsibility for being involved in her death.   
 
Sort the statements to fit the relevant character: Mr Birling, Sheila and the Inspector.   
 
When you have finished, write an explanation of the tone and message implied by the 
Inspector’s words. 
 

‘It’s a perfectly straightforward case ... obviously 
it has nothing whatever to do with the wretched 
girl’s suicide.’ 

‘... what happened to her then may have 
determined what happened to her afterwards, 
and what happened afterwards may have driven 
her to suicide. A chain of events.’ 

‘I can’t accept any responsibility.’ ‘It’s a free country, I told them.’ 

‘If you don’t come down sharply on some of 
these people, they’d soon be asking for the 
earth.’ 

‘... it’s better to ask for the earth than to take it.’ 

‘Have you any idea what happened to her after 
that? Get into trouble? Go on the streets?’ 

‘... I can’t help thinking about this girl – 
destroying herself so horribly – and I’ve been so 
happy tonight ... What was she like? Quite 
young?’ 

‘There are a lot of young women living that sort 
of existence in every city and big town in this 
country ... If there weren’t, the factories and 
warehouses wouldn’t know where to look for 
cheap labour.’ 

‘But these girls aren’t cheap labour – they’re 
people.’ 

‘A nice little promising life there, I thought, and a 
nasty mess somebody’s made of it.’ 

‘Sometimes there isn’t as much difference as 
you might think [between respectable citizens 
and criminals] ... I wouldn’t know where to draw 
the line.’ 

‘I’m trying to tell the truth.’ 
‘It just didn’t suit me at all. I looked silly in the 
thing.’ 

‘How could I know what would happen 
afterwards?’ 

‘It’s the only time I’ve ever done anything like 
that, and I’ll never, never do it again to anybody.’ 


