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11. Now look at the following answers, which students wrote in response to the question: 
List four things you learn about the tiger in this part of the text. 

After reading each answer, explain what the problem with it is. Use the advice you 
have just looked at to help you. 

Answer The problem with this answer is … 

a. ‘This cat was the size of a 
small horse, solid, massively 
chested, rippling powerfully 
about the shoulders. He was 
gold, and the pattern painted 
so carefully all over him, so 
utterly perfect, was the 
blackest black in the world.’ 

 

b. ‘small and brown’.  

c. His ‘nose was a slope of 
downy gold’. 

 

d. The writer uses a list to show 
that the tiger is huge. 

 

 

Extend your thinking 

 Write a 500-word narrative of a character’s first encounter with an animal they have 
never seen before. Use the extract for inspiration and think about which parts of the 
animal might be familiar or unfamiliar.  

 Think of three possible titles for this extract that you feel capture the mood and/or 
theme. 

 Complete a symbol storyboard for the extract in six stages. For example, the first 
symbol could be a river. Include a quick sketch and some notes of its significance.  

 Imagine the boy reacts with terror at being held by the tiger. Rewrite the last 
paragraph of the extract to show this change in mood. 

 Write down the three main events/actions in the extract. Play around with the order 
– for example start with the boy in the tiger’s mouth. Think about how these changes 
affect the reader’s response. 

 Imagine you were part of the crowd that were ‘screaming and shouting’ and give a 
short account for a local newspaper. 


