
Age of Discovery Worksheet 2

How did the map of the world go? Of course  - its a very difficult task unless you have a very good 
visual memory. In the middle ages the maps of the world probably looked a bit like yours – a bit 
vague around the edges:  sometimes the fears that people had of the edge of the world or of 
monsters that inhabited the furthest reaches of human experience literally caused the words 'Here 
be monsters' to be written on maps. Many sailors, whilst they might be familiar with the 
Mediterranean (literally, remember - 'Middle-Earth' ?) sea– they were unwilling to take on the vast 
reaches of the Atlantic, which presented sailors with many terrors as well as physical dangers. It 
was thought, for instance, that if you sailed south along the coast of what is now Morocco the sun 
would become so hot that the seas would boil.. 

Marco Polo and Leif Eriksson

In the main, the 'Age of Discovery' was motivated by the desire for profit, as well as advances in 
technology. If you can recall the extent of the human and economic damage caused by the Black 
Death in the middle of the fourteenth century it is little wonder that many people wanted to look 
beyond their familiar shores in search of not just wealth but increased independence and self-
determination. Just before the Black Death, which  was said to be spread by the development of 
trade with India and the far east, a Venetian sailor, writer and explorer called Marco Polo (1254-
1324) travelled all the way to China overland to try and get control of the enormous trade in silks, 
spices, precious stones; Marco Polo also achieving lasting fame for being the first westerner to ever
write about life in the far east, spending time in the court of Kubla Khan and being away from his 
native Venice for 17 years. Marco Polo explored Asia between 1269 to 1263 and is the first of our 
great explorers. Although he is famed for his travels and friendship with the mighty Emperor of 
China, some of his writings have been called into question as authentic personal experience. What 
is certain is that he did make a vast exploration of the far east – and, significantly, began the 
process of western (European) domination of world trade. Here is (we think) what he looked like: 

What a look, with eyes
fixed on far horizons!
This map gives an idea
of the vast extent of
Marco Polo's journeys – check out the different names of the 'countries' of the world, and different 
borders, at this time. 



---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Now we all 
know that Christopher Columbus discovered America, right? Errm – no.. Now we recognise that in 
the far distant past, before the Black Death, before the Crusades and even a little before the 
Norman invasion of Britain (1066, in case you had forgotten), a Viking explorer named Leif 
Eriksson, son of Eric the Red,  sailed from Iceland in one of the wonderful seaworthy Viking 
longships and landed on the coast of Newfoundland in (what is now) Canada to found the first 
European settlement in the Americas. However – as the settlement was not maintained, and the 
Vikings returned to their homes in Iceland, Greenland and Scandinavia, the Viking's contribution to 
the 'discovery' of the Americas has remained largely forgotten and unacknowledged. Leif Eriksson 
was however without question a phenomenal sailor – equipped only with a primitive compass (the 
Vikings are said to be the first to use 'lodestone' – a naturally magnetised mineral – as a compass)  
and a knowledge of the stars he travelled vast distances into the unknown.
 
Today (Wednesday) I would like you to write up a short account
of Marco Polo and Leif Eriksson. You may add more than what I
have given if you are able to (briefly) research online. Please can
you also copy a portrait of Marco Polo (coloured pencils only) ,
and -if you can – print off a map of the travels of Marco Polo and
glue it into your exercise book? ?  We will aim here for roughly a
sheet of A4 in writing and an A5 portrait. Tomorrow we will learn
about Henry the Navigator, a Portuguese Prince who, being
inspired as one of the Knights Templar Orders – The Order of
Christ – became the first European to bring about the conquest of
the mighty Atlantic ocean in the 14th century: He looked like this,
not notably cheerful about his extraordinary achievements!


