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Dearest parents and carers

We truly are in ‘unprecedented times’, a phrase that I am sure will be 
chalked into the history books when we look back on this time. At School 
we are currently making plans around the most recent Government 
announcements related to a possible return to school. I would like to 
reassure you that we don’t take this decision lightly; in particular that our 
context doesn’t fit the reasoning applied to the chosen years when 
compared to mainstream. Today, the teaching unions are meeting with 
the Secretary of State to voice their concerns and serious reservations, not 
least the practicality of ‘socially distancing’ young children and its potential risk. I am determined 
to find a way to reconnect with our children, but will not support or propose a plan that risks the 
health and mental wellbeing of anyone involved.

Our beautifully rich curriculum, the festivals and milestones in the lives of the children we 
celebrate provide me with a rich canvas upon which we prioritise what best reconnects us 
in the coming weeks. What is certain is that we will maintain our current Distance Learning 
offering and I thank those parents who have fed back through the recent survey. I have asked 
Mark Fielding, Emmeline Hawker and Simon Grimshaw to feedback a snapshot of the survey’s 
findings for their respective faculties – you will find this within this edition of our School Newsletter 
- Friday Flier. On the whole the feedback is really positive but reflects a diverse set of needs and 
expectations, which we are endeavouring to meet. Balancing the demands of provision against a 
loss of fee income and consequently financial viability, has meant we have had to make some 
decisions related to furlough which are under constant review. I ask that you contact me directly 
if you have particular concerns but I hope that you can be assured we are doing everything we can 
to ensure the survival of Michael Hall.

Behind the scenes much is going on to prepare for our return to school. I am delighted to 
announce the appointments of Emmeline Hawker and Jacqueline Courtenay to the Lower School 
and Michaela Devaris and Richard Siddons to the Upper School as Assistant Principals. Mark 
Fielding, Faculty Chair for Kindergarten also becomes an Assistant Principal, and maintains his 
oversight of whole school safeguarding. I would like to express my thanks and appreciation for 
the current team of Faculty Chairs, in particular Vanessa King, Simon Grimshaw and Julian Rolton, 
who have worked tirelessly in challenging circumstances. Over the coming weeks roles will 
transition over to the new appointees and I look forward to sharing with you detail of how our 
new team will work – their respective biographies are included by way of introduction.

I do hope you all have a restful weekend and enjoy the wonderful pieces below on Ascension and 
the Whitsun Song. 

With warmest regards, 

Paul Farr, 
Principal



   
Festivals

Ascension
Easter, Ascension, Whitsun

Thursday May 21st June 2020

Nature has not stopped during this 
unprecedented time which we now find 

ourselves living in. Spring has burst forth 
in all her natural glory and the quiet 

skies mean that we can enjoy the 
dulcet melodies of the birds.

As well as nature, the cycle of the festivals also 
keeps us connected to life and the turning wheel 

of time. Ascension is the next festival in the 
Christian cycle of events. Imagine if you will, the 
Dandelion from its richly coloured green leaves, 

thin stems holding a host of bright yellow flowers, which after time fall away 
before the hidden white fluffy seeds blossom in the familiar round ball we 

affectionately call a dandelion clock. Nature in her beauty and wisdom gives 
us a beautiful picture of these three festivals (Easter, Ascension and Whitsun) 

in the different stages of the dandelion, from flower to hidden seed, to 
delicate fluffy, feathery plumes which fly out into the world.

Easter – the large golden, bright yellow flower petals outstretched to the 
Easter sun, opening our hearts.

Ascension – the disappearance of the yellow petals in anticipation of the next 
phase, a reflection of the disciples staring up at the clouds far into the 

distance to where Christ was taken.

Many classes walk to a high up place somewhere they can be nearer to the 
clouds, often onto the nearby forest up to the Firebreak.

Whitsun - the delicate white hands of the dandelion clock appearing only to 
disappear quickly in the wind, dispersed to all corners of the earth towards 

the future for generations to come. Such a picture can remind us that all 
humanity can connect through a common spiritual endeavour.

Jacqueline Courtenay, Class 6b Teacher



Whitsun School Song - for Classes 1 to 12 

Whit Sunday falls on 31st May this year and we would 
anticipate celebrating the festival the falling day on our 

return from the half-term break. In the current situation, 
I thought you might like to celebrate; acknowledge; 

enjoy Whitsun at home for yourselves.

Please see the link on our Distance Learning page for 
all instructions. 

Mr Rolton, Music Teacher



As we enter this new phase in Michael Hall’s history, I am 
delighted to be part of the Leadership Team as Co-Assistant 
Principal for the Lower School at this very exciting time, 
helping to take Michael Hall and Waldorf education into the 
future.
My love of Steiner education started very young when I was a 
pupil at both Elmfield and Wynstones.
Having begun my teaching journey with a Bachelor Education in 
Bath, followed by having children and starting my own family, I 
went on to attend the London Waldorf Teacher Training 
Seminar. In 2004 we moved from Oxfordshire to Forest Row 
where my children joined their respective Classes 4 and 6, 
continuing their education until Class 12.
I have been a Class Teacher at Michael Hall for the past 14 
years which has given me countless wonderful adventures with 
my students and colleagues. This has helped shape me into 
the person I am today and fuelled my enthusiasm for this new 
management role. My wish is to help take the school forward to 
meet the needs of a rapidly changing society and world.
Jacqueline Courtenay

I have had a deep love of nature and the environment since I 
was a young child. This had no small part to play in discovering 
Steiner education nearly twenty years ago after my son was 
born. 
Before he was born, I was working in the fast paced world of 
marketing as a Brand Manager at Unilever but feeling very 
disillusioned, I swapped it for a career in teaching when I 
started teaching Psychology A-level at Reigate College. During 
this time, I also  attended the London Waldorf Teacher Training 
Seminar after which I undertook the Heart of Teaching Course 
here at Michael Hall and went on to become Class teacher to a 
wonderful class of children for 8 years (as well as being 
co-College Chair for the last two as well). 
This past year I have been concentrating on the Maths 
curriculum in the Lower School and recently presented my 
Steiner Waldorf Maths study at the SWSF Easter Conference.
I hope to combine all my skills  to effectively promote, evolve, 
and of course preserve, our very special education.
Emmeline Hawker

Congratualtions to Emmeline Hawker and Jacqueline Courtenay 
to the Lower School and Michaela Devaris and Richard Siddons to 
the Upper School as Assistant Principals.



I am thrilled to be selected for the position of Co-Assistant Principal at Michael Hall School. I look 
forward to helping many students grow into free-thinking adults equipped with the skills to tackle 
our new emerging world.
I have a Master's degree in Aeronautical Engineering from the University of Bristol, this gave me the 
confidence to solve challenging problems and create beautiful aesthetic design solutions. After 
graduating, I worked in flight training, undertaking several roles. It was in project management I 
learned the power of a successful team. I hope to work collaboratively with students, colleagues, 
and parents to ensure Michael Hall School can provide an outstanding learning experience for all 
its children.
Making a difference in the way we learn to fly soon became a 
desire in me to make a difference in helping children rocket to 
success.  I took a position as a Head of Biology and Chemistry at 
a small private school for two years, then later returned as Head 
of Sixth Form for a further three years.  This experience coupled 
with working at Michael Hall School for the past four years has 
shown me the advantages of a skills-based curriculum to aid the 
development of insightful students.
Before coming to Michael Hall School I worked in the city as an 
Education and Training Manager for a finance trade body, it was 
in this role that I learned about the different facets of leadership 
and its value in creating the vision for an organisation and the 
wider community it serves.
I am excited to begin this new life journey and I look forward to 
working with: the many committed and passionate colleagues; 
the loving and caring parents; and principally the bright and 
eager students in our wonderful home we call  Michael Hall 
School. 
Richard Siddons

I am excited to be part of a new Leadership team as a Co-
Assistant Principal for the Upper School, as Waldorf Education is 
very dear to my heart.
I was born into a family who had a deep interest in 
Anthroposophy. I attended a Waldorf Kindergarten in Vienna, 
but then went through a state schooling as there was no 
Waldorf School at the time. My love for Eurythmy and move-
ment started very early and throughout my school years I 
attended classes of Eurythmy and various other dances. I then 
studied Eurythmy in Vienna after attending a foundation course 
in Anthroposophy in Stuttgart.
A period of moving and working in Europe and Asia followed 
before I settled in Tenerife. Here I built up a Centre for Curative 
Education and Social Therapy and it was also where my own 
family of 3 children was formed.
In 1993, in search for a school for our own children, our journey 
at Michael Hall started.
I have had the enormous luck of teaching and seeing the 

development of some classes from Class 1 right through to Class 12. I love the artistic work and 
consider myself very fortunate to be able to work so closely with our students as a guardian and 
tutor.
During these many years at Michael Hall I have been involved with leadership in different ways. I am 
looking very much forward to continuing this journey into a new era and trying to find new ways of 
meeting the challenges ahead. 
Michaela Devaris-Halla



A Kindergarten 
child on 
Mayday. 
Dancing around 
the maypole 
wearing her 
festival crown
and a beautiful
craft.



Class 1b A wonderful drawing of The Frog Princess.



Class 2 This is a drawing of The King of Ireland's Son, which is the story the 
children of class 2 are hearing read by me while they are at home this term.

Here is another drawing from the story 'Saint Francis and the Birds'



Class 2 is also working with rhythms of time and learning to write words 
describing time, such as months and seasons.





Class 3b have been in a ‘Shelters and Dwellings’ 
Main Lesson block. The class have been busy over 
the Easter break and the last few weeks, making 
models of homes. The class could choose a building 
from any period of time and from any country. In 
these photos, we can see some examples of model 
homes that children have made. 









Class 8b A retelling of an alternative version of the Archimedes story.



Experiment 2 
Aim: To investigate buoyancy and what makes things float. 

Method: To start this experiment, I used a container filled with 
water, a glass of  water, and some plasticine. At first I shaped the 
clay into a ball and put it into the container filled with water, and 
observed. I then removed the clay and reshaped it to be the shape 
of  a bowl, and placed it in the water once again. After that, with 
the plasticine still in the water, I picked up my cup of  water, and 
began to pour it into the clay bowl, observing once again. 

Observations When at first I placed the plasticine ball into the 
water, it rapidly sank to the bottom as soon as I let go of  it. 
However, when I reshaped it to be the shape of  a bowl, it 
proceeded to float with ease. But after filling the bowl with water, 
once again it rapidly sank to the bottom. 

Conclusion: When the ball in the first observation sank, it was 
because of  its density. Since it was so dense, it didn’t displace 
enough water to produce enough upward force to allow it to float. 
In the second observation, the cup managed to float because it was 
less dense, with a greater volume, thus displacing enough water to 
make it buoyant. Adding water to the cup increased its density 
therefor making it sink.  

Buoyancy 
Experiments & Class Challenge

Class 8 



The Fault In Our Stars 
John Greene

The Fault In Our stars is a funny and moving book about 
living with a disease and falling in love. 
It is written through the perspective of sixteen year old 
Hazel Grace Lancaster.
Hazel knows that if it were not  for the medical miracle that 
shrunk her tumor she would no 
longer be alive and will always aware  that no one knows 
how much time she has left, but when she meets a 
beautiful boy named Augustus Waters at her cancer 
support group, he 
completely rewrites her story…

 • My favourite character in this book would have to be Augustus as he is such a kind,   
  witty and funny person, who is always completely selfless.
 • The characters felt really real to me I could easily imagine them and sort of under  
  stand their emotions.
 • The story was full of ups and downs and plot twists and hooks, and kept me 
  guessing the whole time.
 • My favourite part is when the protagonists travel to Amsterdam, their trip seems so  
  happy and a real connection is made between them, also the way Hazel describes   
  the city is so captivating it really makes you want to go there yourself.
 • Some scenes were described so vividly you could laugh or cry and really feel the   
            emotions the characters were going though.The book made me laugh at some points, 
  like the witty banter the characters in the book have, and  cry at others.As  a very   
  emotional person I cried a lot, but honestly, I think some moments would make even  
  the most reserved person cry at some points.
 • The story really kept you turning the pages as like I said it was filled with hooks and   
  plot twists and you  generally just want to know more about the characters story.

I really don’t have anything bad to say about the book, in some ways I wish that the author could 
have continued the protagonist’s story a bit longer so we can see how everything works out, but 
in others I think it was the best way he could have ended the story, on a touching note and leaving 
it up to the reader to imagine what happens next.

I would recommend this book to older readers, who like emotional, romantic, cleverly written and 
passionate stories. I would say that it’s a tiny bit like the Titanic and Five Feet Apart.
I would definitely recommend this book to teenagers as I think its a must read.

I would rate this book a full 10/10. It was really well written and had a lovely story line, it really felt 
like it was written by a 16 year old girl with cancer.

Class 8 - Book Review



Class 9 
A picture of a knot, drawn by Amy Duveen  

Alis made meringue 



Evie made Eton mess

Meadow made a lemon sorbet



Class 12 - Art
A few pieces of work from Class 12 student Edward Xu, he has chosen to 
continue his A-level exam work following lock down. 

Edward is looking at nostalgia in his work, 
focusing on our relationship with food. 





Survey Feedback

Feedback from the Early Years
The Early Years section on the Survey was completed by 25 families, which equates to approxima-
tely 40% of the Kindergarten parent body.
It revealed that the majority of those who responded are regularly accessing the Kindergarten 
content on the website and finding it useful, with 50% giving it a rating of 7 and above.  The time 
parents have to spend on kindergarten activities with their child varied with 45 - 60 minutes being 
the mean.
The results also show that the vast majority of parents appreciated the physical content sent out at 
Easter and Mayday and would greatly value more of the same.
With these results in mind it will help the Kindergarten team going forward to shape their outreach 
and respond to the positivity expressed.

Feedback from the Lower School
The challenge the teachers have had in these past few months is managing the very different 
needs that both children and their families have had. Putting together a package of work with short 
notice and in a format that has never been prepared before has involved a tremendous amount 
of work behind the scenes. As this is a brand new way of working for us, we wanted to see how 
we were doing and how we could continue to evolve our offering to meet the needs of as many as 
possible.

As we expected, the Lower School survey results show a real variation in what children and families 
have been able to manage since the end of March. Some families and children have found working 
at home a very challenging environment and the children have been unengaged or not managed to 
fit many hours of work in each week. Some families report as low as an hour a week. Others have 
really flourished in the working at home environment and have done up to 35 hours a week!

Despite these polar opposites, it averages out at between 6-9 hours a week in Classes 1-3 and 12-16 
hours in Classes 4-8 with the middle school on average managing more hours per week than the 
Lower School which would be expected.

The good news is that it seems we have generally got the difficulty and quantity of work right. 
Again, there were some outliers as children and families are very different, but on average we are 
delighted that the graph very closely follows the “just right” line at 5. (Scores above 5 indicate too 
much/to difficult, and below 5 indicate too little/too easy).

Perhaps the most polarising aspect of offering distance learning has been views on format. The-
re were a very disparate range of answers here, but it seems that for Classes 1-5, parents would 
prefer physical work packs or print outs and teacher videos/voice recordings whereas in the middle 
school, there was more interest in more interactive methods such as Zoom although still only 1/5th 
of the responses). The most unpopular choice, barely asked for, was work being completed and 
submitted online and this perspective would match our school ethos.

This is a summary of the numerical statistics but there are still a lot of written statements that we 
need to read through and analyse so we can offer the best package in the future. Thank you for all 
the positive and supportive comments which have meant a lot (to our Class Teachers particularly) 
and thank you for the constructive criticism which we will take on board. We’ll keep you updated as 
we work through them all!



Feedback from the Upper School
It’s early days in the analysis, but looking at data for Cl.9: 13 parents, representing around half of the 
class, responded.

For questions scored out of 10, whilst individual entries ranged widely, the mean score was never 
less than 6.2 (How engaged has your child been with schoolwork?) and reached as high as 7.85 
(‘The material has offered what I feel to be age-appropriate learning opportunities.’).

23% of students have had to work around parents or siblings sharing computer access.

15% of parents felt that too much was being asked of students; 15% felt that too little was being 
asked; 15% declined to comment, and the remaining 54% agreed with our stance that ‘Work should 
be offered, without pressure, as an "invitation to engage where you can"’.

Students were reported to be doing between 15 and 30 hours of schoolwork per week, averaging 
out at 22 hours.



To subscribe to this newsletter please see www.michaelhall.co.uk/friday-flier
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This week’s Online Safety resources
We wanted to remind all Parent's that if you have any safeguarding concerns to please contact Mark 
Fielding our Designated Safeguarding Lead at safeguarding@michaelhall.co.uk.

We are also attaching a link to two different websites where you can report any online issues and concerns 
that you may have in this time of increased internet use. This may be with regards to cyberbullying for 
instance, or it may be that you need to report a concern you have directly with a social media platform like 
Facebook or Instagram. It's important that everybody knows where to report an online concern and we 
would recommend bookmarking these websites. 

The first website is www.internetmatters.org/report-issue/ either type it straight into a search engine or 
click the link on our website.

The second website is www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/Get-help/ again you can click on the link on our 
website.

www.michaelhall.co.uk/online-safety-resources-for-parents

AN INVITATION TO A VIRTUAL EVENING CANTEEN!
Thanks to all who came to our last evening virtual canteen - we had rich and important exchanges. 
We will be gathering again online: MONDAY 8.30pm-9.30pm
This call will be an informal, social space to gather, offer mutual support, share resources and more. 
To join, download Zoom onto your phone, computer or iPad and use this link:
https://zoom.us/j/2227769668
You are welcome at any time during the hour and can leave at any time as well. 
Grab your EVENING coffee or tea, and come share your challenges, joys, questions, thoughts, as we navigate this 
unknown territory, in our separate homes, together!
We look forward to seeing you there.
Matilda, Christopher, Phelim and Steve

This week’s Wellbeing Resources
If you are a parent or carer of a child with special educational needs and disabilities can be difficult and 
challenging in normal circumstances, but the 24 hour care in lockdown with no extra support from loved 
ones and carers and increased isolation to protect the most vulnerable, can lead to heightened anxiety, 
fatigue, loneliness and even burnout. As the primary carer you are  the hope in the midst of despair, the light 
within the darkness, connection in the midst of loneliness, comfort in the midst of grief and loss, and peace 
in the midst of conflict. In order to engage in sustained efforts and meet the mental health demands of your 
child, especially during times of crisis, it is important to try to attend to your our own needs wherever 
possible, so that you can continue to care for others; as the adage goes, “one cannot pour from an empty 
cup.”

Children with autism are usually very sensitive and therefore experience overwhelming feelings quite easily 
as they find it hard to process incoming sensory information. To avoid becoming overwhelmed, children 
benefit from a daily schedule. Children cope better when there is structure and a regular routine which they 
can refer to when they feel anxious. It can be visually displayed like a timetable of events and activities, 
including breaks and mealtimes as well as time to relax. They will then know what is ahead of them and what 
activities still need doing and what is expected of them. You can involve them in putting it together and in-
clude pictures/illustrations of the activities. You can also add times and places keeping it as clear as possible 
with a reward at the end. 

We have attached some resources from the National Autistic Society which may help support you on our 
website page below:

www.michaelhall.co.uk/safeguarding-and-wellbeing-resources-for-parents

Safeguarding; we are all responsible


