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LANGUAGE TERMS 

Allegory: 

An allegory is a story, poem, or picture in which characters, events, or 
locations represent or symbolise a hidden meaning, typically a moral or 
political one. 

Why Use It: 

You use an allegory to discuss difficult, complex, or controversial 
messages in a way that is more palatable for the reader to 
swallow. In addition, allegories are useful for teaching a complex 
idea within the parameters of another’s limited understanding of a 
subject. 

Examples: 

The novel Animal Farm is an allegory about the Russian Revolution, 
the early Soviet Union, and communism. 

The original Star Wars trilogy is an allegory about the Vietnam War. 

Alliteration: 

Alliteration is a technique (especially used in poetry) in which words 
adjacent or close to each other have the same letter or sound at the 
beginning of the words. 

Why Use It: 

There are multiple reasons why a writer would use alliteration:  

1) to focus the readers' attention on a particular phrase. 
2) to create rhythm or mood. 
3) to help you remember a phrase. 

Examples: 

Mountain of moving muck 

Alice’s aunt ate apples and acorns around August. 

Carrie's cat clawed her couch, creating chaos. 
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Hannah’s home has heat, hopefully. 

Mike’s microphone made much music. 

Ralph’s reindeer rose rapidly and ran round the room. 

Tim took tons of tools to make toys for tots. 

Ambiguity: 

Ambiguity is a strategy in which a word, phrase, sentence, or passage 
can have multiple meanings and interpretations. 

Why Use It: 

A writer uses ambiguity to create depth and complexity within the 
writing. It can stimulate readers to think and come to their own 
conclusions, and by doing so help draw them further into the text. 
If not done properly, however, a writer can cause confusion, thus 
distracting readers rather than involving them. 

Sentence Examples: 

We saw her duck. 

The multiple meanings: 

We looked at a duck that belonged to her. 

We looked at her quickly squat down to avoid something. 

We use a saw to cut her duck. 

Look at the dog with one eye. 

The multiple meanings: 

Look at the dog using only one of your eyes. 

Look at the dog that only has one eye. 

The dog has found an eye somewhere, and we’re looking at the 
dog.  
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Ambivalence: 

Ambivalence is a condition when a writer shows multiple (often mixed 
or contradictory) feelings or attitudes about a topic. 

Apostrophe: 

Apostrophe is a technique in which a person addresses or talks to an 
imaginary person, a thing, a concept, or a theme as if they were a 
person in the scene. 

Why Use It: 

An author will use an apostrophe to personalise abstract ideas or 
a non-existent person to make it easier for an audience to 
understand the dialogue or the author’s idea. 

Examples: 

Ugh, cell phone, why won’t you load my messages? 
 - Talking to the cell phone as if it’s a person. 

Oh, Starbucks, how I love you! Your medium dark roast allowed 
me to survive that meeting! 
 - Talking to the Starbucks coffee as if it’s a person. 

Is this a dagger which I see before me, 
The handle toward my hand? 
Come, let me clutch thee! 
I have thee not, and yet I see thee still. 
 - Talking to the dagger as if it’s a person. 

Twinkle, twinkle, little star, 
How I wonder what you are. 
Up above the world so high, 
Like a diamond in the sky. 

- Personalising the star. 

Welcome, O life! I go to encounter for the millionth time the reality 
of experience and to forge in the smithy of my soul the uncreated 
conscience of my race. 
 - Talking to life as if it’s a person. 
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Assonance: 

Assonance is a technique (especially used in poetry) in which two or 
more words close to one another repeat the same vowel sound but 
start with different consonant sounds.  

Why Use It: 

There are multiple reasons why a writer would use assonance:  

1) to focus the readers' attention on a particular phrase. 
2) to create rhythm or mood. 

Examples: 

The light of the fire is a sight.  

Go slow over the road. 

Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers  
  

The rain in Spain stays mainly on the plain. 

Asyndeton: 

Asyndeton is a technique that intentionally eliminates conjunctions 
(words like if, then, and, or, but) in a sentence yet maintains 
grammatical accuracy.  

Why Use It: 

An asyndeton helps in speeding up the rhythm of words. This 
creates immediate impact, thereby drawing the attention of 
readers towards a particular idea the author wants to convey. 

Examples: 

Are all thy conquests, glories, triumphs, spoils, shrunk to this little 
measure? 

Without looking, without making a sound, without talking … 

I came, I saw, I conquered. 

This is the villain among you who deceived you, who cheated you, 
who meant to betray you completely … 
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Atmosphere: 

Atmosphere is a prevailing feeling, emotion, or mood a writer creates 
through the description of a setting, object, or a character’s actions. 

Why Use It: 

Writers create an atmosphere to draw readers into their story and 
help them imagine the world they’re creating. Moreover, by 
creating atmosphere, writers can help create expectations within 
their readers about the type of story and characters they’re likely 
to meet. 

Example: 

This was the worst nightmare yet. He was standing with his back 
pressed against a smooth wall cold as ice. The cold nibbled at his 
buttocks and legs; it ran up and down the knobbles of his spine, 
making him shiver; it invaded his lungs so he could hardly breathe; 
he felt he had been shivering a long time. 

The writer here gives the reader an icy, frightening atmosphere. 

Bathos: 

Bathos is an effect that refers to an abrupt and often ludicrous 
transition from a lofty style or grand topic to a common or vulgar one. 
A writer can show bathos when they use an absurd metaphor, 
description, or idea to be increasingly emotional or passionate. 

Why Use It: 

When it is done intentionally, it has a satiric or comic effect 
intended to make your audience laugh. 

However, the effect is typically accidental because of an artist’s 
or writer’s lack of experience, thus it is generally looked upon 
negatively. 

Examples: 

1. You watch a serious drama about Poland’s transition to 
capitalism and it suddenly ends in a giddy car chase. 
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2. A dialogue example: 

MARY: John – once we had something that was pure, and 
wonderful, and good. What’s happened to it? 

JOHN: You spent it all. 

The “something” that Mary refers to is their love for each other, 
while John refers to a “something” that is mundane and has been 
spent. Put another way, Mary is talking about something sublime 
or lofty, while John talks about something mundane and 
commonplace. This transition from sublime to commonplace 
creates a comic effect. 

Cliché: 

A cliché is a phrase, sentence, or idea that expresses a popular or 
common thought or idea that has lost originality by long overuse. 
Writers typically want to avoid using clichés in their work. 

Examples: 

Time will tell 

Brave as a lion 

Opposites attract 

Time heals all wounds 

What goes around comes around 

When you have lemons, make lemonade 

Avoid it like the plague 

Dead as a doornail 

Think outside the box 

Plenty of fish in the sea 

Like a kid in a candy store 
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Colloquialism: 

Colloquialism is a technique in which writers use informal words, 
phrases, or even slang in a piece of writing. 

Why Use It: 

Writers use such expressions to give their work a sense of realism 
and authenticity. 

Examples: 

Y’all:  You all 

Go nuts: Go insane or be very angry 

Buzz off:  Go away 

Dialect: 

Dialect is the language used by people of a specific area, class, or 
district. It includes the spelling, sounds, grammar, and pronunciation 
used by a particular group of people and it distinguishes them from 
other people around them. 

Why Use It: 

Writers use dialect as a way of illuminating a character’s 
geographic and social background giving their writing a sense of 
realism and authenticity. 

Dialogue Example: 

Jim:  

We’s safe, Huck, we’s safe! Jump up and crack yo’ heels. Dat’s de 
good ole Cairo at las’, I jis knows it. 

Huck:  

I’ll take the canoe and go see, Jim. It mightn’t be, you know. 
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Diction: 

Diction is the style of speaking or writing determined by the choice of 
words by a speaker or a writer. 

Why Use It: 

Writers vary their diction depending on different contexts and 
settings. Diction may be “formal” in which formal words are 
needed e.g. press conferences, presentations, etc. Similarly, we 
use “informal” diction in informal situations like writing or talking to 
our friends. Moreover, a “colloquial” diction uses common, 
everyday words. “Slang” is the use of words that are impolite or 
newly coined. 

Examples: 

Formal Diction: 

Heard melodies are sweet, but those unheard 
Are sweeter: therefore, ye soft pipes, play on 

Colloquial Diction: 

I hain't got no money... It's a lie. Judge Thatcher's got it. You git it. I 
want it... I hain't got no money, I tell you. You ask Judge Thatcher; 
he'll tell you the same. 

Emotive Language: 

Emotive language is a description that creates an emotional response 
in the reader. 

Why Use It: 

You would use this technique to create an emotion in the reader 
that will cause the reader to feel more connected to the 
description, statement, or passage. 

Examples: 

A monster of a man violated an underage girl. 

An innocent bystander was murdered in cold blood in Downtown 
Chicago. 

The defenseless victims were attacked in the cover of night. 
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Euphemism: 

Euphemism is a polite, indirect phrase, sentence, or passage that 
replaces words and phrases considered harsh, impolite, or unpleasant. 

Why Use It: 

Writers use euphemisms to mask a rude or impolite expression but 
still convey their concept clearly and politely.  

Examples: 

We do not hire mentally challenged people. (stupid people) 

He is a special child. (disabled or retarded) 

This person has kicked the bucket. (died) 

Many organizations are downsizing. (firing employees) 

I am one, sir, that comes to tell you your daughter and the Moor 
are now making the beast with two backs. (they’re having sex) 

Figurative Language: 

Figurative language is language that makes a passage more effective, 
persuasive, and impactful. Techniques such as metaphors and similes 
go beyond the literal meanings of the words to give readers new 
insights. In addition, alliterations, imageries, or onomatopoeias are 
figurative language that appeal to the senses of the readers.  

Form: 

Form refers to the shape that the writer (or any creator for that matter) 
employs to convey her thoughts and ideas to her audience. Examples 
of form are film scripts, poetry (sonnets for example), novels, news 
articles, essays, speeches, etc.  

Each form has an implicit set of rules and assumptions that help a writer 
convey their thoughts to their readers. If an author writes a novel, for 
example, a reader would generally expect to see characters and a 
story. On the other hand, readers would generally expect to see a 
sharing of facts in a news article. An awareness of each form’s rules 
can help writers choose the best form to convey their ideas to their 
audience.  
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Typically when an examiner asks you to discuss the form or style of a 
text, your answer can share 1) what form was used, 2) how this form 
conveyed the writer’s ideas, and/or 3) what evidence exists to support 
the form / style.  

Genre: 

Genre is a style of art, literature, or music that tells the reader what kind 
of form, content, and rules to expect when experiencing the piece of 
work. Literature, for example, has four main genres: poetry, drama, 
fiction, and non-fiction; each of these genres have an implicit set of 
rules that a reader will expect to see and experience. 

With films, for example, we sometimes refer to a film by its genre: horror, 
romantic comedy, action thriller, science fiction, etc. Each genre 
immediately suggests to an audience what type of story, characters, 
conflicts, and tone they can expect to see even before watching the 
film. 

Hyperbole: 

Hyperbole is a technique in which you use an unreal (not meant to be 
taken literally) exaggeration to emphasise a point.  

Why Use It: 

You would use a hyperbole to create a stronger impression, evoke 
strong feelings, or make a point clearer than if you discussed that 
point realistically. 

Examples: 

I’ve told you a million times!  

I am so hungry I could eat a horse. 

That new car costs a bazillion dollars. 

Her brain is the size of a pea. 

Imagery: 

Imagery is a technique to describe objects, actions, and ideas that 
appeals to our physical senses (smell, sight, taste, touch, or hearing). 
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One can say that imagery and sensory language are synonyms. Often 
imagery is built on other techniques, such as similes or metaphors. 

Why Use It: 

You would use this technique to add colour or depth to help the 
reader better visualise the thing you’re describing. 

Examples: 

It was dark and dim in the forest.  

The children were screaming and shouting in the fields. 

He whiffed the aroma of brewed coffee. 

The girl ran her hands on a soft satin fabric.  

The fresh and juicy orange is very cold and sweet.  

O, she doth teach the torches to burn bright! 
It seems she hangs upon the cheek of night 
Like a rich jewel in an Ethiope’s ear 

Juxtaposition: 

Juxtaposition is a technique in which two unlike ideas, places, or 
characters are placed together to highlight their differences. 

Why Use It: 

Writers use juxtaposition to make it easier for their readers to 
compare and contrast two different ideas, since it’s human nature 
to comprehend one thing easily by comparing it to another. A 
writer, for example, can make readers sense “goodness” in a 
particular character by placing her side by side to a character 
that is predominantly “evil.” In addition, writers can create surprise 
(see fish example below), suspense, or irony (see funeral mourner 
example below) by putting two unlikely objects side by side. 

Examples: 

It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of 
wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it 
was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was the 
season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of 
despair, we had everything before us, we had nothing before us, 
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we were all going direct to Heaven, we were all going direct the 
other way… 

A waiter served a whole fish and a scoop of chocolate ice cream 
on the same plate. 

A funeral mourner told jokes at the grave site. 

Metaphor:  

A metaphor is a technique in which you use a word or phrase to 
describe an object or action. Your describing words, generally 
speaking, would not be associated with the object or action you’re 
describing. 

Why Use It: 

You use a metaphor to create a stronger image in the reader’s 
mind of the object you’re describing. 

Examples: 

This water bottle is the camel of water bottles. 

My father is a pliable metal, bending just enough to withstand the 
pressures of his job as a carpenter. 

He drowned in an ocean of grief. 

Onomatopoeia: 

Onomatopoeia is the phenomenon in which the sound of a word 
(when saying it) reflects the meaning of this word. In other words, the 
word itself sounds like the sound it’s describing.  

Why Use It: 

Describing sounds with text is difficult to do. Onomatopoeia is one 
of the best ways of describing a sound in written form. 

Examples: 

Swoosh 

Bang 
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Buzz 

Sizzle 

Roar 

Meow 

Paradox: 

Paradox is a statement that appears to be self-contradictory or silly but 
may include a deeper truth. It is also used to illustrate an opinion or 
statement that goes against accepted traditional ideas. 

Why Use It: 

Writers use paradoxes to make a reader think over an idea in an 
innovative way or allowing them to extract hidden meanings out 
of the writing. Typically, paradoxes can create feelings of intrigue 
and interest in the reader that makes them think deeper and 
harder. 

Examples: 

Wise fool 

Truth is honey that is bitter. 

I can resist anything but temptation. 

I must be cruel to be kind. 

Parody: 

Parody is a direct imitation of a particular writer, artist, or genre, 
exaggerating it deliberately to produce a comic effect. Parodies 
achieve their humorous effect by imitating and overstressing 
noticeable features of a famous piece of literature or highlighting 
certain traits of a person. 

Why Use It: 

Authors use parody to comment on styles they find ridiculous or 
overly stale and to make their readers laugh. 
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An Example of a Parody of a Love Poem: 

My mistress’ eyes are nothing like the sun; 
Coral is far more red than her lips’ red; 
If snow be white, why then her breasts are dun; 
If hairs be wires, black wires grow on her head. 
I have seen roses damasked, red and white, 
But no such roses see I in her cheeks; 

Pathos: 

Pathos is an effect that stirs up emotions of pity, sympathy, sorrow and 
compassion that can be expressed through words, pictures, music, or 
body language. 

Why Use It: 

Writers create pathos to generate emotions in their readers that 
are favourable towards the idea, object, or person deserving of 
pity or sympathy. 

Examples: 

If we do not leave this place soon, we will end up yelling for help. 
We do not see anyone to help us here.  

Ads that show small children living in pathetic conditions evoke 
pity in people to urge them to donate money. 

A soft instrumental symphony may arouse people emotionally. 

Persona: 

Persona is a character in a novel who is the narrator and is written in 
the first-person point of view. 

Personification: 

Personification is a technique in which you describe inanimate objects, 
non-living things, or abstract ideas with human characteristics. 

Why Use It: 

A writer uses personification to make an object or idea more 
relatable to the reader and evoke an emotion for that object or 
idea. 
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Examples: 

Lightning danced across the sky. 

The wind howled in the night. 

The car complained as the key was turned. 

Rita heard the last piece of pie calling her name. 

My alarm clock yells at me every morning. 

The avalanche devoured anything standing in its way. 

Traffic slowed to a crawl. 

Prose: 

Prose is a form of language that has no formal metrical structure. It 
applies to the natural flow of speech and ordinary, grammatical 
sentences rather than the rhythmic structure found in poems. 

Pun: 

Pun is a play on words in which a humorous effect is produced by using 
a word that has two or more meanings or by exploiting similar sounding 
words that have different meanings. 

Why Use It: 

Writers use puns to enhance the comic effect of a passage. 

Examples: 

What do you call a sleeping bull? A bull-dozer. 

Why did the spider go to the computer? To check his web site. 

What is the difference between a conductor and a teacher? The 
conductor minds the train and a teacher trains the mind. 

An elephant’s opinion carries a lot of weight. 
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Rhetoric: 

Rhetoric is the use of language to effectively and persuasively 
convince or influence an audience. 

Why Use It: 

Writers and orators use rhetoric to convince their readers and 
listeners about their point of view.  

Rule of Three: 

The rule of three is a technique that introduces or describes things in 
groups of three. 

Why Use It: 

Writers use this technique to create a more humorous, satisfying, or 
effective way in telling a story and engaging the reader. The 
reader / audience is also more likely to remember the information 
conveyed. This is because having three entities combines both 
brevity and rhythm with having the smallest amount of information 
to create a pattern.  

Examples: 

The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

Faith, Hope, and Charity 

Stop, Look, and Listen 

The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly 

Life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness 

Government of the people, by the people, for the people 

There are three kinds of lies: lies, damned lies, and statistics 

This is not the end. It is not even the beginning of the end. But it is, 
perhaps, the end of the beginning. 

I came, I saw, I conquered 
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Duty. Honor. Country. Those three hallowed words reverently 
dictate what you ought to be, what you can be, and what you 
will be. 

Satire: 

Satire is a type of writing that exposes and criticises the foolishness, 
stupidity, shortcomings, or corruption of an individual, society, country, 
or the world by using humor, irony, exaggeration, or ridicule.  

Why Use It: 

Writers use satire to expose stupidity and wickedness by making 
readers see how ridiculous a particular behaviour is and make 
them laugh at such behaviour.  

This may cause reformation in an individual (or society), and it 
may also encourage others to shun such behaviour. Thus satires 
use ridicule not to damage or harm but to reform. 

Sensory Language: 

Sensory language is a type of language in which you create a 
description that employs the five senses (sight, sound, smell, touch, 
taste). 

Why Use It: 

You would use this type of language to add colour or depth to 
help the reader better visualise the thing you’re describing. 

Examples: 

They were flat round wafers, slightly browned on the edges and 
butter-yellow in the center. 

I jammed one whole cake in my mouth and the rough crumbs 
scratched the insides of my jaws. 

The sweet scent of vanilla had met us as she opened the door. 

“It was the best of times and the worst of times . . .” her voice slid 
in and curved down through and over the words. 
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Simile: 

A simile is a technique that uses the words “like” or “as” to make a 
direct comparison by showing similarities between two different things. 

Why Use It: 

You use a simile to create a stronger image in the reader’s mind of 
the object you’re describing. 

Examples: 

You were as brave as a lion. 

They fought like cats and dogs. 

He is as funny as a barrel of monkeys. 

Your explanation is as clear as mud. 

Watching the show was like watching grass grow. 

This contract is as solid as the ground we stand on. 

They are as different as night and day. 

This dress is perfect because it fits like a glove. 

They wore jeans, which made me stand out like a sore thumb. 

My love for you is as deep as the ocean. 

I am so thirsty that my throat is as dry as a bone. 
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Style: 

Style is the type of writing that an author uses and is identified by one’s 
use of syntax, word choice, and tone. It can also be described as the 
voice of an author that readers listen to when they read the work of a 
writer. 

Types of Style: 

Expository or Argumentative Style 

The writer of this style tells the reader about a specific subject and 
leaves out his own opinion about that topic. 

Descriptive Style 

The writer of this style describes an event, a character, or a place 
in detail. Sometimes, this style can be poetic in nature, rather than 
merely relaying facts about an event. Usually the description 
incorporates sensory details. 

Persuasive Style 

The writer of this style tries to give reasons and justification to make 
the readers believe in his point of view.  

Narrative Style 

The writer of this style narrates a story, which includes short stories, 
novels, novellas, biographies, and poetry. 

Symbolism: 

Symbolism is the use of an image, word, action, or event to represent 
deeper ideas or qualities. 

Why Use It: 

Symbolism gives a writer freedom to add multiple levels of 
meanings to his work: a literal one that is self-evident and the 
symbolic one whose meaning is far more profound.  

Examples: 

A dove can be considered a symbol of peace. 
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A smile can be considered a symbol of friendship. 

All the world’s a stage,  
And all the men and women merely players; 
they have their exits and their entrances; 
And one man in his time plays many parts, 

In this example, a play (with all its physical characteristics) is used 
as a symbol to describe the life of human beings, in which they 
act out many roles in life. 

Syntax: 

Syntax is a set of rules in a language that dictates how words are put 
together to convey a complete thought.  

Theme: 

The theme is the central idea, the underlying meaning or message, or 
the intended lesson of the author in a literary work. The theme may be 
stated directly or indirectly and helps connect all the parts of the story 
such as the characters, plot, conflict, and setting. 

Why Have It: 

Writing that has a strong theme helps to unify the whole work and 
helps to create depth to the writing, which leaves the reader 
feeling more satisfied.  

Examples: 

Romeo and Juliet: Love and Friendship 

Macbeth:  Revenge 

Tone: 

The tone is the attitude of a writer towards a subject. The tone can be 
formal, informal, serious, comic, sarcastic, sad, cheerful or it may be 
any other existing attitudes. 
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Significance: 

A writer’s tone helps to stimulate readers to feel a particular way 
towards the writing. Put another way, it helps to create a mood 
within the reader.  

Examples of Different Tones on the Same Subject: 

I want to ask the authorities what is the big deal? Why do not they 
control the epidemic? It is eating up lives like a monster. 

I want to draw the attention of the concerned authorities toward 
damage caused by the epidemic. If steps are not taken to curb it, 
it will further injure our community. 
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POETRY TERMS 

Blank Verse: 

Blank verse is an un-rhyming poem written in iambic pentameter. 

Why Use It: 

Poets use blank verse to create specific grandeur, using a formal 
rhythmical pattern to create musical effects. Hence, it tends to 
capture the attention of the readers and the listeners. 

Example with the Bold Words Showing the Stressed Syllable: 

But, woe is me, you are so sick of late, 
So far from cheer and from your former state, 
That I distrust you. Yet, though I distrust, 
Discomfort you, my lord, it nothing must….. 

Caesura: 

Caesura is a pause in a line of poetry, usually occurring in the middle of 
a line but could also occur at the beginning or the end of a line. A 
caesura may be marked like this: || 

Why Use It: 

You use a caesura for the following reasons:  

1)to break the monotonous rhythm of a line and force readers to 
focus on the meaning of the phrase preceding a caesura.  

2)to create a dramatic or ominous effect.  
3)to add an emotional and theatrical touch to a line. 

Examples: 

of reeds and stalk-crickets, || fiddling the dank air, 
lacing his boots with vines, || steering glazed beetles 
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Couplet: 

A couplet is a pair of successive rhyming lines that have the same 
metre. This pair can be a part of a stanza or be a complete poem. 

Examples: 

The time is out of joint, O cursed spite 
That ever I was born to set it right! 

Elegy: 

An elegy is a serious or meditative poem concerning itself with the 
themes of death or praising / expressing sorrow for someone who is 
dead. 

Excerpt Example: 

My Captain does not answer, his lips are pale and still; 
My father does not feel my arm, he has no pulse nor will; 
The ship is anchor'd safe and sound, its voyage closed and done; 
From fearful trip, the victor ship, comes in with object won; 
Exult, O shores, and ring, O bells! 
But I, with mournful tread, 
Walk the deck my Captain lies, 
Fallen cold and dead. 

Enjambement: 

An enjambement is a thought, phrase, or clause in a line of poetry that 
does not come to an end at the line break but moves over to the next 
line without a major pause or punctuation mark. 

Why Use It: 

Enjambment can be used to surprise the readers by delaying the 
meaning of one line until the following line is read. Some writers 
use this technique to bring humorous effects to their work.  

Examples: 

A thing of beauty is a joy forever: 
Its loveliness increases; it will never  
Pass into nothingness but still will keep 
A bower quiet for us, and asleep  
Full of sweet dreams, and health, and quiet breathing. 
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I am not prone to weeping, as our sex 
Commonly are; the want of which vain dew 
Perchance shall dry your pities; but I have 
That honorable grief lodged here which burns 
Worse than tears drown…. 

In the second example, there are multiple enjambements 
denoted by different colours. 

Epic: 

An epic is a long narrative poem (written in a grandiose style) that 
recounts the heroic deeds of a person with unusual courage and 
unparalleled bravery. This protagonist is usually the representative of a 
certain culture, race, nation or a religious group whose survival and 
destiny depends on the protagonist’s victory. 

Foot: 

A foot is a unit of poetry that includes at least one stressed syllable and 
one unstressed syllable. There are multiple types of feet: 

iamb:   unstressed syllable / stressed syllable (daDUM) 
dactyl: stressed syllable / two unstressed syllables (DUMdada) 
spondee: two stressed syllables (DUMDUM) 
trochee: stressed syllable / unstressed syllable (DUMda) 
anapest: two unstressed syllables / stressed syllable (dadaDUM) 
amphibrach: unstressed syllable / stressed syllable / unstressed syllable 

(daDUMda) 
pyrrhic:  two unstressed syllables (dada) 

Free Verse: 

Free verse is a poem that is free of a regular metre, rhythm, and rhyme 
scheme.  

Why Use It: 

Free verse is commonly used in contemporary poetry. Poets can 
focus on creating a poem based on sound and intonation rather 
than a metre. Free verse gives a greater freedom for choosing 
words and conveying their meanings to the audience. Since it 
depends upon patterned elements like sounds, phrases, 
sentences, and words, it is free of the artificiality of a typical 
poem. 
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Example: 

Barely tolerated, living on the margin 
In our technological society, we were always having to be rescued 
On the brink of destruction, like heroines in Orlando Furioso 
Before it was time to start all over again. 
There would be thunder in the bushes, a rustling of coils,……. 
The whole thing might not, in the end, be the only solution…….. 
Came plowing down the course, just to make sure everything was O.K.… 
About how to receive this latest piece of information. 

Half Rhyme: 

Half rhyme is a rhyme in which the rhyming words match in the 
stressed, ending consonants, but the preceding vowel sounds do not 
match. For instance, in words such as “shape / keep,” the “p” sounds 
match, while the “a” and “ee” do not.  

Why Use It: 

Half rhymes help poets avoid using the typical sing-song, chiming 
effects of full rhymes and provide a subtle discordant note (which 
does not give absolute harmony). 

Example: 

If love is like a bridge  
or maybe like a grudge,  

Iambic Pentameter: 

Iambic pentameter is a type of metre in which a line of poetry contains 
five iambic feet, i.e. five pairs of an unstressed syllable then stressed 
syllable. 

Example: 

But, soft! what light through yonder window breaks?  

Foot 1:  But - soft   (unstressed – stressed) 
Foot 2:  what - light   (unstressed – stressed) 
Foot 3:  through - yon  (unstressed – stressed) 
Foot 4:  der - win   (unstressed – stressed) 
Foot 5:  dow - breaks?  (unstressed – stressed) 
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Lyric: 

A lyric is a short poem with a single speaker who expresses personal 
emotions or thoughts. Lyrical poems, which are often popular for their 
musical quality and rhythm, are pleasing to the ear, and are easily put 
to music. 

Why Use It: 

The reader can usually relate to lyrical poems, because the 
musical quality helps them connect to the emotions and feelings 
the poet is sharing. 

Examples: 

Turn back the heart you’ve turned away 
Give back your kissing breath 
Leave not my love as you have left 
The broken hearts of yesterday 
But wait, be still, don’t lose this way… 
Accept my love, live for today. 

Metre: 

A metre is the rhythmic pattern of a line of poetry containing a 
sequence of feet. 

Ode: 

An ode is a poem that is lyrical and praises people, natural scenes, and 
abstract ideas. It is highly solemn, serious, and formal in tone and 
subject matter.  

Why Use It: 

Poets use odes to express their noble and lofty sentiments in a 
serious and sometimes satirical tone. Since the themes of odes are 
inspiring, lofty, and significant, they have universal appeal. Odes 
are thoughtful, intended to explore important themes and 
observations related to human relations, emotions, and senses. 

Extract Example: 

There was a time when meadow, grove, and stream, 
The earth, and every common sight 
To me did seem 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Apparelled in celestial light, 
The glory and the freshness of a dream. 
It is not now as it hath been of yore; 

Quatrain: 

A quatrain is either a stanza or a complete poem that contains four 
lines. Usually, a quatrain has a rhyme scheme. 

Examples: 

The tolls curfew the knell of parting day, 
The lowing herd wind slowly o’er the lea,  
The plowman homeward plods his weary way, 
And leaves the world to darkness and to me. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

So word by word, and line by line, 
The dead man touch’d me from the past, 
And all at once it seem’d at last 
The living soul was flash’d on mine. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

He gives his harness bells a shake 
To ask if there’s some mistake. 
The only other sound’s the sweep  
Of easy wind and downy flake. 

Refrain: 

A refrain is a group of lines that repeats itself at regular intervals in 
different stanzas of a poem. 

Why Use It: 

A refrain provides emphasis and creates rhythm in a poem. When 
a line or phrase recurs in a poem or literature, it becomes 
noticeable to the reader. By using a refrain, poets can make their 
ideas memorable and draw the reader’s attention to the ideas in 
the refrain. 
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Rhyme: 

A rhyme is a repetition of similar sounding words occurring at the end 
of lines in poems or songs that bring rhythm or musicality in poems. 

Why Use It: 

Poets use rhyme to create a pleasing effect to a poem. Moreover, 
rhymes help in memorising poems and songs.  

For example, most nursery rhymes contain rhyming words to help 
children learn them as they enjoy reading them and help them 
memorise the nursery rhyme.  

Examples: 

Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall, 
Humpty Dumpty had a great fall. 
All the King’s horses, And all the King’s men  
Couldn’t put Humpty together again! 

Rhyme Scheme: 

A rhyme scheme is the pattern of the rhyming sounds at the end of 
each line in a poem. The scheme is generally indicated by letters of the 
alphabet. For example, ABAB conveys that lines 1 (A) and 3 (A) will 
rhyme, while lines 2 (B) and 4 (B) will rhyme. 

Rhythm: 

Rhythm is the movement of the language that can be determined by 
identifying the long and short or stressed and unstressed syllables in a 
line of poetry or prose. 

Why Use It: 

Rhythm in writing acts as a beat does in music. Rhythmical 
patterns produce effects that sound pleasant. Moreover, rhythm 
captivates the audience and readers by giving a musical effect 
to a speech or a literary piece. 

Scansion: 

Scansion is the analysis of a poem by working out its metre, observing 
number of feet in a line, counting the number of syllables in a line, and 
pointing out stressed and unstressed syllables. 
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Sonnet: 

A sonnet is a poem that has fourteen lines, is written in 
iambic pentameter, and has a rhyme scheme.  

Stanza: 

A stanza is a unit of a poem that contains a set amount of lines 
grouped by a rhythmical pattern and metre and is written or printed as 
a paragraph. It usually has four or more lines and it can also be referred 
to as a verse. 

Stress: 

Stress is the emphasis that falls on certain syllables and not on others. 
The arrangement of stresses within a poem is the foundation of poetic 
rhythm.  
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