
Age of Discovery Worksheet  – Magellan

Always in the big woods when you leave familiar ground and step up alone into a new place there 
will be, along with the feelings of curiosity and excitement, a little nagging of dread. It is the ancient
fear of the unknown, and it is your first bond with the wilderness you are going into. What you are 
doing is exploring. You are undertaking the first experience, not of the place, but of yourself in that 
place. Wendell Berry  - The One-Inch Journey

In today's world there are  - many people think – no lands left to be explored. It is true that since 
'1492, when Columbus sailed the ocean blue,' most, but not all, of the physical lands of our earth 
have been explored. Yet those of us who are lucky enough to have stepped off the beaten track in 
Canada, or Australia – countries  that still contain vast areas of wilderness – or even in our own 
Dartmoor or Exmoor here in southern England,  we can experience what the poet and farmer 
Wendell Berry describes above. This 'ancient fear of the unknown'  - and the act of exploration in 
spite of that fear – will always be something that we can today choose to experience for ourselves. 
Our own experience as a community under lockdown is a little bit like that step into the unknown, 
and it is both frightening and a little bit exciting at the same time. In one way, we are being invited 
to explore new ways to inhabit and to experience our world.... so let's all make the most of it! 

Of course Magellan, when he set sail on August 10th, 1519, experienced both the inner fear and the
very real physical dangers of early global exploration  - and we remember him for his certainty in 
his ideas, his bravery as well as his outstanding skill as a sea captain and a leader. He sets us an 
example to follow and to be inspired by, just as he inspired his own men to an extraordinary feat of 
endurance and courage. 

Tasks for Monday 4 May

Watch the two videos describing the Magellan voyage. Draw a world map using the template 
below, and trace Magellan's voyage around the world. Describe on your map (which should be full 
page, landscape-style – with drawings!), adding short headings ( the first might be 'Terrible storms 
in the Atlantic') for the key stages of the Magellan voyage. Then compose a  short account of a 
journal entry that Magellan himself might have made for any single day these stages. If you are 
unsure – or would like to find out more of the actual journey - check online (+ parental guidance).  



Optional extra -Study the two images from the life of Columbus – meeting the inhabitants 
of Haiti, and returning in chains following the second voyage. How do you think he endured 
the fall from favour and success? What enabled him to continue to want to explore? 


