
A Level HISTORY 
Activities for the wc 11.05, 18.05, 01.06 and 08.06 

This Summer Term you will explore the main topic of the A Level History course which we will 
cover together from September 2020; the topic is the Renaissance, 1400-1600

YOUR TASKS

Dear young Historians,

In the next few weeks you could start looking at specific aspects of the period 1400-
1600.

Beside the activities already suggested (see slide 2) you should write down the 
definition of the key terms listed on slides 6 and 7.

After that you do write a brief profile (two paragraphs) for each person mentioned in 
Renaissance outline on slides 4 and 5.

After that you could make summary notes of the content of the videos/documentaries 
you watched.

Once you have done that you could try to answer a question which I will send you when 
you contact me saying that you have completed your previous work (named above).

ANY QUESTIONS?
marco.piotti@michaelhall.co.uk

1

mailto:marco.piotti@michaelhall.co.uk


A Level HISTORY
Suggestions for the Summer Term learning

This Summer Term you will explore the main topic of the A Level History course which we will 
cover together from September 2020; the topic is the Renaissance, 1400-1600

YOUR TASKS

Consider that…
…any research you do about the Renaissance will be beneficial; any aspect of the 

Renaissance that you decide to explore, will be studied again, together, from 
September 2020.

Therefore…
…what matters more than anything else, now, is that you enjoy your free, unstructured 

exploration of any of the many topics of the Renaissance that you can pick up from 
slide 3 and/or 4. 

For example:
Are you curious about the Medici Family and how they took over in Florence? 
Research about that, read, take notes…or just enjoy your free learning.

Otherwise you could just watch few documentaries and let them inspire your curiosity. Does that 
make you want to make a clay model of Donatello’s David? Do it. 
Do you want to paint Botticelli’s Primavera on a T-Shirt? Do it – actually that sounds like I good idea 
I think I will try that myself… 
Does it make you want to find out about this Savonarola? Read about it…

Do you have a book at home that covers the period? Enjoy your free reading.

Do you want to purchase a book on the period and you need advice? Let me know and I will tell you 
which one to go for.

Do you feel like you need more specific direction from me? Contact me at 
marco.piotti@michaelhall.co.uk
But remember that you will have plenty of instructions from me from September…so, if I were you, 
I would try to enjoy the ”freedom” to learn openly that this unusual situation has provided.

What follows are a couple of videos (among the many clips available, free, on YouTube) that 
will introduce the Renaissance. Enjoy the viewing and let them inspire you…
YouTube: DW Renaissance 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BmHTQsxxkPk&t=2238s
YouTube: The School of Life: Renaissance
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fI1OeMmwYjU&t=2s

(By the way…on slide 5 and 6 there are a series of concepts/key terms that you may want to define 
briefly and attached a picture to each one)

ANY QUESTIONS?
marco.piotti@michaelhall.co.uk
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A level, OCR
Y11-12 OVERVIEW

Unit Content Worth Marks When?

1
1h 30’

British Period Study and Enquiry; unit entry code Y113.
Britain 1930-1997; Enquiry topic: Churchill 1930-
1951

25%
of A level

50 Y12

Assessment overview for British Period and Enquiry:
Section A: the enquiry Churchill 1930-1951
Students will answer one compulsory question, requiring them to analyse and evaluate four 
primary sources in their historical context in order to test a hypothesis. This part of the 
paper is worth 30 marks. 
Section B: period study Britain 1930-1997
Students will answer one essay question from a choice of two. This part of the paper is 
worth 20 marks. 

2
1h

Non-British Period Study; unit entry code Y205
Exploration, Encounters and Empire 1445-1570

15%
of A level 30 Y11

Assessment overview for Non-British Period Study:
Students will answer one two-part question from a choice of two. 
The first part of the question will require learners to compare two factors and to make a 
judgement about their relative importance. This is worth 10 marks. 
For the second part of the question students will write an essay on a different part of the 
period. This question is worth 20 marks. 

3
2h 30’

Thematic Study and Historical Interpretation; unit entry code 
Y305
The Renaissance c.1400-c.1600

40%
of A level 80 Y11

Assessment overview for the Thematic Study and Historical Interpretation:
Section A is the interpretations section. 
Learners will read two extracts from historians about one of the three depth studies 
specified for their chosen option, and will write an essay explaining which they think is 
more convincing. This part of the paper is worth 30 marks. 
Section B is the themes section. 
Students will answer two themes questions from a choice of three, each of which requires 
an essay covering the whole period studied. This part of the paper is worth 50 marks. 

4 Topic based essay: 3000-4000 word essay; unit entry code 
Y100

20%
of A level 40 (end of Y11)

Y12

Non Exam Assessment. Students will write an essay based on an independent investigation on a topic of 
their choice. Students, in agreement with their teacher, will select an essay question, based on criteria set 
by the examining board, which will inform their independent research. The essay will be marked by the 
teacher and moderated by OCR. 
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Unit	Y305:	The	Renaissance	c.1400–c.1600

This theme focuses on the causes, nature and 
extent	of	Renaissance	artistic,	cultural	and	political	
developments throughout the course of the 15th and 
16th	centuries	in	both	Italy	and	northern	Europe.	
Learners should consider how far the Renaissance 
was	a	significant	historical	turning	point	leading	to	
innovation	and	change	or	a	gradual	extension	and	
continuation	of	the	medieval	world.	Consideration	
should	be	given	to	the	influence	of	Italy	on	
developments	elsewhere	and	the	extent	of	similarities	
and	differences	between	individual	and	regional	

contributions	across	the	period.	Developments	in	the	
Italian	states	and	northern	Europe	should	be	key	areas	
of study, although reference might also be made to 
Hungary and Spain. The strands below are not to be 
studied	in	isolation	to	each	other.

Learners are not expected to demonstrate a detailed 
understanding	of	the	specification	content,	except	for	
the named in-depth studies, but are expected to know 
the main developments and turning points relevant to 
the theme.

Thematic	Study:	The	Renaissance	c.1400–c.1600

Key Topics Content 
Learners	should	have	studied	the	following:

Artistic	and	cultural	development The	cultural	conditions	in	western	Europe	c.1400;	the	origins	
and	causes	of	the	Renaissance,	social,	political,	economic	and	
cultural	factors;	the	development	of,	and	changes	in,	artistic	
and	literary	styles	and	techniques;	regional	variations	in	art	
(Flanders	and	the	northern	Renaissance,	Venetian	Renaissance,	
Christian	humanism);	the	High	Renaissance;	the	role	of	trade,	
wealth, guilds, the middle-class and civic and private patronage 
in	artistic	development;	the	impact	of	republicanism	and	the	
Italian	communes;	the	influence	of	humanism,	the	classical	past	
and	the	Greek	East	and	the	impact	of	the	fall	of	Constantinople;	
the	impact	of	Florence,	Rome	and	Venice	on	artistic	and	
cultural	development;	the	influence	of	Neo-Platonism;	printing,	
libraries,	the	role	of	education,	schools	and	the	ideal	of	the	
‘Renaissance man’ in the development of the Renaissance; 
continuity	with	the	Middle	Ages.

The	role	of	the	individual The	contributions	to	the	Renaissance	of	individual	patrons,	
artists	and	scholars:	including	the	early	Medici	(Cosimo	and	
Lorenzo	‘the	Magnificent’),	Federico	de	Montefeltro,	Ludovico	
Sforza;	Nicholas	V,	Julius	II,	Charles	V,	Francis	I,	Savonarola,	
Bruni,	Ficino,	Machiavelli,	Castiglione,	Erasmus,	Brunelleschi,	
Donatello,	Alberti,	Botticelli,	Michelangelo,	Leonardo	da	Vinci,	
Raphaël,	Bramante,	Titian,	Dürer,	More,	Colet.

Religion	and	religious	change The	condition	of	the	Church	and	religious	institutions;	the	
Council	of	Florence,	Rome	and	the	importance	of	the	Papacy	
and	international	links;	the	Renaissance	Papacy	and	its	
condition	and	attitude	to	the	Renaissance;	Christianity	and	the	
Renaissance,	the	attitude	of	the	church	to	the	Renaissance;	
anti-clericalism;	clerical	advocates	of	the	new	learning;	the	role	
of Papal patronage; the impact of the Renaissance on church 
music,	including	Pallestrina	and	Monteverdi.
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The Impact of War The	ideal	of	Renaissance	Man	and	Federigo	da	Montefeltro,	
Duke	of	Urbino,	soldier-scholar;	the	impact	on	the	Renaissance	
ideal	of	the	French	invasion	of	1494;	Condottieri,	mercenaries	
and	mercenary	armies,	humanist	criticism	of	mercenaries;	
developments	in	warfare;	war	and	Machiavelli,	the	Prince	and	
the	idea	of	Christian	morality;	military	architecture.

The	Renaissance	c.1400–c.1600

Depth	studies Content 
Learner	should	be	aware	of	debates	surrounding	the	issues	
outlined	for	each	in-depth	topic:

The	Venetian	Renaissance The	condition	of	Venice	in	c.1400;	the	social,	economic	and	
political	conditions	that	encouraged	the	development	of	the	
Renaissance;	the	impact	of	the	Greek	East	and	the	fall	of	
Constantinople;	artistic	development	in	Venice;	the	importance	
of	printing	and	education;	the	impact	of	the	Doge;	the	myth	of	
Venice; the church in Venice and reform; the impact of war on 
Venice.

Savonarola Savonarola as a preacher; prophesying; the impact of the 
French	invasion	and	the	fall	of	Piero	de’	Medici;	Florence	under	
Savonarola,	political	change,	moral	reform,	the	Bonfire	of	the	
Vanities;	the	fall	of	Savonarola;	Savonarola’s	attitude	to	art	
and	the	Renaissance;	the	impact	of	his	rule	on	art	and	artistic	
development.

The	French	Renaissance Reasons	for	the	development	of	the	Renaissance	in	France;	
Renaissance	monarchy	in	France	under	Louis	XII,	Francis	I	
and Henry II; the monarchs as patrons of art, literature and 
architecture, including Chambord and Blois; the impact of da 
Vinci, del Sarto, Cellini, Rabelais; the impact of the Italian Wars.



MUST KNOW CONCEPTS

Venetian Renaissance

Renascences 

Renaissance art 

Humanism 

Humanists 

Renaissance literature

Renaissance ideals



MUST KNOW KEY CONCEPTS 

Republicanism 
Oligarchy 
Campanilismo
Capitalism 
Mercantilism 
Patriciate 
Despotism 
Feudalism 
Conciliarism 
Guelph 
Ghibelline 
Simony 
Pluralism 
Heresy 
Orthodoxy 
Mendicant 
Scholasticism 
Empiricism 
Aristotelianism 
Neo-Platonism 


