
TheAge of Discovery  - Explorer Project 11/5/20 

The Age of Discovery is a recognised period of history which can be said to mark the end
of the middle ages and the beginning of the renaissance – in effect, the beginning of our
own era of history. We have seen that the CONSEQUENCES of exploration were often
very  negative:  the  colonial  rule  over  indigenous  populations  in  the  New  World, the
manipulation  and  exploitation  of  trade  and  natural  resources  and  the  simultaneous
development of the slave trade from Africa all began at this time. That said, the explorers
themselves who risked – and in some cases lost  - their lives, are extraordinary individuals
who  we  rightly  celebrate  still  for  their  skill,  enterprise  and  bravery.  Even  today  we
acknowledge with admiration and respect those who have brought the world we inhabit
into closer focus, have made the unknown reachable, and who have chosen the dangers
of the unknown over the familiar and homely. 

What is  it  to  be called an explorer? One
element  of  this  title  is   to  be not  just  an
adventurer  but  a  map  maker,  charting
unknown territory. 
Here  are  the  names  of  some  explorers
ancient and modern – please choose one
and  research  their  discoveries.  Although
most of these names do not belong to the
period of the 'Age of Discovery', they are all
explorers in  their  own right  who changed
our perspectives of the world and drew our
attention to what is possible and showed us
what our amazing world is like. I have listed
both  male  and  female  explorers,  and  of
course this still isn't a complete list... Use
the links I have given as a starting point.. 

From the Age of Discovery

Ibn Battuta – (1304-1368) - originally from Morocco, Ibn Battuta is considered one of the
most widely travelled explorers of all time, covering more miles than Marco Polo – however
not being European, he is not widely reported in our European history books. .
https://www.famousscientists.org/ibn-battuta/ 
https://kids.kiddle.co/Ibn_Battuta 

Sir Francis Drake (1540-1596)  - an English sea captain who, whilst serving the interests
of  Queen Elizabeth 1 (more or less as a pirate raiding Spanish galleons) discovered new
sea routes and was the first Englishman to sail around the world. 
Research source - https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/drake_francis.shtml 

Vasco da Gama (1460 – 1524) –Portuguese Sailor who made the first sea journey to India
https://www.ducksters.com/biography/explorers/vasco_da_gama.php 

The 18  th   and 19  th   Centuries
Captain James Cooke ( 1728-1779)   - a farm worker's son, became a sea captain and
went all the way to 'discover' Australia, Tasmania and New Zealand. 
https://www.ducksters.com/biography/explorers/captain_james_cook.php 
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Mungo Park (1771 – 1806) was a Scottish explorer who travelled extensively throughout
Africa. 
https://www.thoughtco.com/biography-mungo-park-42940 

Charles Waterton (1782-1865) -   A British explorer who travelled extensively in South
America. The David Attenborough of his day, he developed the world's first nature reserve. 
https://yorkshirereporter.co.uk/charles-waterton-naturalist-explorer/ 

Charles Darwin (1809-1882) –  Charles Darwin was a scientific explorer who developed
the  idea  of  evolution  following   a  global  journey  of  discovery   -
https://kids.kiddle.co/Charles_Darwin 
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Charles-Darwin/353038 

Jeanne Baret (1740-1807)  -  A female explorer and botanist from a poor background who,
having to disguise herself as a man in order to get to sea, became eventually the first
woman to complete circumnavigation of the world – an amazing achievement. 
https://exploration.marinersmuseum.org/subject/jeanne-baret/ 
https://www.npr.org/2010/12/26/132265308/a-female-explorer-discovered-on-the-high-seas?
t=1589113270757 

 Isabella Bird  (1831-1904) – Travelled throughout the world despite being ill as a child,
Isabella redefined what was possible as a woman explorer, She also made a living as a
travel writer, having had adventures throughout the world. 
Her  escapades  included  riding  alone  through  a  blizzard  with  her  eyes  frozen  shut,
spending a few months snowed in with two young men, and being wooed by a lonely one-
eyed outlaw …... 
https://www.activityvillage.co.uk/isabella-bird 

The Twentieth Century

Captain Scott (1868-1912) – 'Scott of the Antarctic'   was a hero of the first art of the
twentieth century who is still remembered for his bravery and resolution in seeking to be
the first person to reach the south pole. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/scott_of_antarctic.shtml 

Thor Hyerdahl (1914-2002) – Thor Hyerdahl was a Norwegian explorer and scientist who
crossed the Pacific  ocean in  a  balsawood raft.  He was a champion for  environmental
protection and for world peace. 
https://www.kon-tiki.no/thor-heyerdahl/ 
https://www.history.com/news/thor-heyerdahls-kon-tiki-voyage 

Jacques  Cousteau  (1910-1997)  – Jacques  Cousteau  was  an  inspirational  figure  for
thousands and thousands of young people growing up after the second world war – he
basically invented undersea exploration! 
https://wiki.kidzsearch.com/wiki/Jacques_Cousteau 

Amelia Earhart (1897-1937) – A famous and inspiring aviator, Earhart was the first woman
to  fly across the Atlantic  Ocean,  but  who mysteriously disappeared somewhere in  the
Pacific ocean an attempt to fly around the world.
https://www.ducksters.com/biography/women_leaders/amelia_earhart.php 
https://www.ameliaearhart.com/ 

Diane Fossey -   A modern saviour of the animal kingdom, in particular the gorilla, she
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changed the way we understand one of our closest cousins  - literally giving her life to this
noble cause: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/earth/story/20151226-the-woman-who-gave-her-life-to-save-the-gorillas 

Valentina Tereshkova (1937 - )  - Valentina was the first woman in space, orbiting the
earth  48  times in  her  1963 mission  on Vostok  6,  a  Soviet  space  mission.  When she
eventually landed on earth she got into trouble for accepting a meal from some Russian
farmers who found her spacecraft.. https://www.space.com/21571-valentina-tereshkova.html 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please research one of these explorers, using the links I have given as a starting point –
discuss them with your family and see which one arouses the most interest!  I would like
you to research online, just as you did with the geography projects -  but the outcome here
will be slightly different. I have included  these website addresses to get you going.  Please
at this time carry out online research with help from a responsible adult. You may be lucky
enough to have a book with sufficient material in it, but I would like you to also have a go at
researching your material from the internet. 

Once your research is done – reading and taking notes - I would like you to develop your
research either in the form of a 3 page episode from a graphic novel  (that is,  a work in
which illustration and writing are matched – just like your normal ML work, you might say!)
OR in the form of a 3 page dramatic dialogue  - For the graphic novel you do not have to
choose a comic-strip style, any illustrative style will work so long as you are confident with
it and are consistent. By episode, I mean a section of one of these explorer's life, which
should be a pivotal moment. We have worked before with improvised dramatic dialogue –
basically this means visualising a dramatic moment in an explorer's life and imagining it as
a play. Choose as many characters as you think you need. In both cases a  title will be
needed. 

One of my favourite books as a child – and still
today  –  is  'Letters  from  a  Lost  Uncle'  by  the
brilliant  Mervyn  Peake.  If  you  are  stuck  for  a
read,  this is  not  only an excellent story,  but is
brilliantly  illustrated,  written  in  the  form  of  a
journal,  and  must  be  one of  the  first  forms of
graphic novel, as every page is illustrated as well
as  giving  a  faithful  reproduction  of  an  old-
fashioned typewriter font. It is a classic fantasy
tale of exploration! 

You will need to start by taking careful notes in
your ROUGH BOOKS on the life of the explorer
you have chosen. We will present spoken project
presentations on your chosen explorer when we
return to school, (providing it is this term!). You
may use photographs, photocopies, multimedia,
paintings, prints but mainly  -  you guessed it –
drawings  - for your graphic illustrations. Before
you  even  begin   –  PLAN,  SKETCH  and
DOODLE  - until you have an idea that you feel
satisfied by. This project will finish our Explorers
ML . Please aim to complete by half term.... 
NB! there will also be some other work to be set
looking ahead to CHEMISTRY ML to do … Illustration 1: Page 1 of 'Letters from a Lost Uncle'
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