
DISCOVERING SHAKESPEARE : THE COMEDIES 

1) “The course of true love never did run smooth.” 
2) “The fool doth think he is wise but the wise man knows himself to be a fool”. 
3) “Some are born great, some achieve greatness, and some have greatness thrust upon 
them.” 
4) “We are such stuff as dreams are made on ….” 
5) “All that glisters is not gold.” 

The above quotes come from 5 of Shakespeare’s comedies. Below is a very brief synopsis 
of each play. 

 A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’ S DREAM 
An Ancient Grecian king is to be married to an Amazonian Queen. To celebrate their 
nuptials,  entertainment has been arranged and a group of labourers go to the forest to 
prepare their play. In the forest, the King of the fairies, Oberon,  has fallen out with his 
wife, Titania. Two young Athenians want to marry the same girl, and a second girl pines 
for one of the two men. They all go to the forest where Oberon’s servant, Puck, creates 
mayhem, turning one of the workmen into a donkey and mixing up the lovers.  

TWELFTH NIGHT 
A brother and sister (who are twins) are shipwrecked off the coast of Illyria and are 
separated. Viola, the sister, must assume the identity of a man to earn a living in the 
home of Duke Orsino, who is in love with the Lady Olivia. Viola falls in love with Orsino 
and Olivia falls in love with Viola, disguised as a man.  

THE TEMPEST 
Prospero, Duke of Milan, is usurped by his brother and cast off with his daughter Miranda 
in a leaky boat. They survive and come to an island where Miranda grows up. They are 
served there by a strange creature called Caliban and an air sprite, Ariel. Prospero has 
magical powers and when his brother is passing the island with a ship from Naples he 
conjures up a storm with Ariel’s help and the ship and all the people on board are 
shipwrecked. Prospero’s enemies are brought to justice and Miranda finds true love in 
Ferdinand, prince of Naples. 

AS YOU LIKE IT 
Rosalind and her cousin (Celia) escape into the forest of Arden because her usurping 
uncle has banished her. Here she finds Orlando, Rosalind's love. Disguised as a boy 
shepherd, Rosalind has Orlando woo her under the guise of "curing" him of his love for 
Rosalind. Rosalind reveals she is a girl and marries Orlando during a group wedding at 
the end of the play. 

THE MERCHANT OF VENICE 
The merchant in the play is Antonio, who has borrowed money from Shylock. He is sure 
to be able to pay it back as he has good prospects. The forfeit if he doesn’t pay is that 
he must give Shylock a ‘pound of flesh’. Antonio has taken the loan from the Jew 
Shylock to help his friend (Bassanio) to court Portia, an heiress. Antonio can't repay the 
loan, and without mercy, Shylock demands his price. Portia, now the wife of Bassanio, 
dresses as a lawyer and saves Antonio. 



CLASS 7 ENGLISH LESSON PLAN

Date : Monday June 8th Lesson #5

Topic : Discovering Shakespeare Time 45 minutes

Focus : Comedy On the separate page you will see quotes 
from 5 of William Shakespeare’s comedies 

and a very brief synopsis of each play. 
On the left you will see an illustration by 
Arthur Rackham of Rosalind and Orlando in 
the Forest of Arden in “As You Like It”, 
one of the plays dealt with in this lesson. 

Exercise 1) 

See if you can match the quotes listed 
with the play. (There are 5 quotes and 5 
plays mentioned.) 

Exercise 2 

 
Having read the brief synopses, and 
perhaps having done some research to 
find out more about the plays, either by 
talking with your family or by looking it 
up, chose the one you think you might 
most enjoy watching or performing in.  

Give your reasons for this choice.  

Comedy is a type of dramatic work that is 
amusing and satirical in its tone, mostly 
having a cheerful ending. The motif of this 
dramatic work is triumph over unpleasant 
circumstance by creating comic effects, 
resulting in a happy or successful conclusion. 

(Picture of Caliban and Ariel in “The 
Tempest”on the right.) 

Proof read your work for spelling, 
punctuation, vocabulary and grammar. 
Hand in by June 15th
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