
Fog  
BY CARL SANDBURG 

The fog comes  
on little cat feet.  

It sits looking  
over harbour and city  
on silent haunches  
and then moves on. 

The Raven 
BY EDGAR ALLAN POE (an extract) 

Once upon a midnight dreary, while I pondered, weak and weary, 
Over many a quaint and curious volume of forgotten lore— 
    While I nodded, nearly napping, suddenly there came a tapping, 
As of some one gently rapping, rapping at my chamber door. 
“’Tis some visitor,” I muttered, “tapping at my chamber door— 
            Only this and nothing more.” 

Between Walls 
BY WILLIAM CARLOS WILLIAMS 

the back wings 
of the 

hospital where 
nothing 

will grow lie 
cinders 

in which shine 
the broken 

pieces of a green 
bottle 

‘Cargoes' 
BY JOHN MASEFIELD 

Quinquireme of Nineveh from distant Ophir, 
Rowing home to haven in sunny Palestine, 
With a cargo of ivory, 
And apes and peacocks, 
Sandalwood, cedarwood, and sweet white wine. 

Stately Spanish galleon coming from the Isthmus, 
Dipping through the Tropics by the palm-green shores, 
With a cargo of diamonds, 
Emeralds, amethysts, 
Topazes, and cinnamon, and gold moidores. 

Dirty British coaster with a salt-caked smoke stack, 
Butting through the Channel in the mad March days, 
With a cargo of Tyne coal, 
Road-rails, pig-lead, 
Firewood, iron-ware, and cheap tin trays.

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/edgar-allan-poe
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/william-carlos-williams
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Poetic styles  
There are 3 main types of poetic styles : 
lyric, narrative and dramatic.  
Lyrical poetry expresses emotions and has 
a musical quality. Narrative poetry tells a 
story and includes ballads (originally 
dance songs) and epics (narrating 
historical great deeds of heroes). 
Dramatic poetry describes events in an 
interesting way, usually in verse, and is 
meant to be recited. 
There is also Free Verse, which does not 
follow poetic rules .

Some famous quotations about poetry : 

“Poetry is language at its most distilled 
and most powerful”. Rita Dove 
“Poetry : the best words in the best 
order”. S.T. Coleridge 
“Writing free verse is like playing tennis 
with the net down.” Robert Frost 

Exercise 1. 
Say what type of poems are the 4 listed on 
the previous page.

Do’s and don’ts 
When writing a poem, you need to know 
why you are doing it, what your subject is, 
and have some sort of structure. Use 
similes and metaphors, personification and 
symbolism, address the senses with 
imagery and observe mundane details. 
Refine your poem and include sounds - 
assonance and consonance, alliteration 
and repetition. Avoid cliches.

Exercise 2. The subject 
In the two photographs you can see what 
human people have left behind them. If 
you are familiar with the Blue Planet II 
you will know what effect it had 
worldwide.  
Task : write a poem comparing the two 
scenes. 
In your poem you are going to describe 
what you see/feel/think when observing 
the two pictures. 
Choose the form you prefer and make note 
of the Do's and Don’ts. 
Refine your work and try to get the best 
words in the best order.
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