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Topic : Poetry Time : 40 minutes

Theme : Paper boats 
It is a joyous summer pastime to make 
origami paper boats and float them down 
streams and rivers, wondering where they 
will end up and who will find them. 
Here are two poems by great writers who 
share their love of paper boats.

Paper Boats 
“Day by day I float my paper boats, 
One by one down the running stream. 
I hope that someone in some strange land 
Will find them and know who I am. 
I load my little boats with night-flowering jasmine 
And hope that these flowers of the dawn 
Will be carried safely to land in the night… 
…When night comes I bury my face in my arms 
And dream that my paper boats float 
On and on under the midnight stars.” 

( from Rabindranath Tagore)

Where go the boats? 
Dark brown is the river, 
Golden is the sand. 
It flows along for ever, 
With trees on either hand. 

Green leaves a-floating, 
Castles of the foam, 
Boats of mine a-boating, 
When will all come home? 

On goes the river 
And out past the mill, 
Away down the valley, 
Away down the hill. 

Away down the river, 
A hundred miles or more, 
Other little children 
Shall bring my boats ashore. 

R.L.Stevenson

Exercise 1. 
Listen to the poems.

Exercise 2. 
Read the poems for yourself, either 
listening to them or just for yourself.

Exercise 3. 
Answer the following questions: 
1) Have you ever made a paper boat and 

floated it? If so, what was this like? 
2) What is similar about the two poems? 
3) What is different? 
4) Which do you prefer? Say why.

5) One of the poems sounds quite like 
music or a song, and has a rhyme pattern. 
Which one is that? 
6) Where do the boats end up in both 
poems do you think? 
7) Do you know what Poohsticks is? How is 
it similar to paper boats?
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