THE FALL OF TROY
The goddess Pallas Athene had planted in Odysseus’ mind the seed of an idea, one of the
cunning ideas for which he was famous. The Greeks would fashion an enormous horse
made of wood, and in the body the bravest of men would hide, fulled armed. The rest of
the army would go aboard their ships and sail as though for home, but would instead
hide behind a nearby island out of sight.
When it seemed as if the Greeks had finally left after 10 years of siege and warfare, the
Trojans were led by King Priam to the shore where the great horse stood. They lashed
ropes to the great horse and in long hauling teams they dragged the trophy of war
towards their temple high in the city.
Cassandra, the king’s daughter, who had foreknowledge, cried out that the horse would
be the death of Troy if they brought it within the gates, but no one listened to her.
With shouting and dancing and singing the monster horse with its hidden load lurched
over the rubble that years of fighting had left, entered the city through the gate towers,
up the steep streets and into the inner court of the great temple of Athene.
All day the people of Troy rejoiced, singing and dancing in the streets, decking the
temple with branches of myrtle and oak in readiness for the sacred festival next day.
And when all was done and darkness fell, they went to their own places and lay down to
sleep.
By then, covered by the quiet darkness before moonrise, the Greek fleet was returning
as swiftly as the rowers could send their ships through the water. Crouched in the airless
space within the horse’s belly, Odysseus and his fellows waited with straining ears and
breath in check, while high on the walls a hidden lookout strained his eyes seaward for
the signal to tell him the fleet was close in shore, and the time had come to let out the
hidden warriors. And all around, Troy lay in quiet sleep.
At last the signal came, a red blink of fire, far off in the darkness, out at sea. The
lookout dropped from the wall and made his way silently to where the great horse
stood. Standing beneath it, he cried out once like a shore bird to those listening within.
The pine-wood bars were drawn back, a trap door fell open in the horse’s under-side, a
rope came spooling down from it and one by one the warriors emerged, dropping to the
ground.
They stole down like armed shadows from the high place to the city gates. They slew the
guards and flung open the broad gates to their fellow Greeks swarming towards them
from the shore. Then terror came upon sleeping Troy. The dark tide of warriors poured
through and became a river of flame, as men kindled torches at the guardhouse fires
and ran to burn the houses of the city.
The air grew thick with the sounds of battle, the night was full of frightened screams,
and fire went roaring through the city as it goes through a cornfield when a high wind is
blowing.
All through the city was the sound of crashing down of walls and roofs as, after ten
years’ siege, mighty Troy was put to the sword.
When dawn came, Troy lay in ashes, the temple of Athene and the great horse with all
the rest. The long siege was over, and in the young light of morning the ships of the
Greek fleet were run down into the shallow waters, the rowers sprang aboard and took
up their oars, leaving the strand empty save for the shore birds crying, and with the
smoke of Troy still rising behind them they set their prows towards the home they’d left
so many years ago.
(Adapted from the Story of the Iliad by Rosemary Sutcliffe)
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Exercise 1
Day 1 . Read the text once through.
Exercise 2
Day 2. Read the text more carefully now
and answer the questions in your own
words:
1) What was Odysseus’ plan?
2) Why weren’t the Trojans afraid to go
out of the city onto the shore?
3) Why didn’t the Trojans listen to
Cassandra?
4) How do you think Odysseus felt waiting
inside the horse?
5) Do you think the Trojans deserved to
be defeated?

Exercise 3
You will need to look at the passage to
answer these questions:
1) What is “the seed of an idea”?
2) What is a “trophy”?
3) How would you describe
“foreknowledge”?
4) Are “a red blink of fire” and “a river
of flame” similes or metaphors?
5) What about “as it goes through a
cornfield when a high wind is blowing”
- simile or metaphor?
( Reminder : A simile compares one thing with
another, a metaphor says that something is that
thing.)
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