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Topic : Reading and Comprehension Time 40 minutes

Theme : The Odyssey Exercise 1 
Day 1. Read the texts through once.

Exercise 2 
Day 2. Read the texts more carefully and 
answer the questions in your own words, 
writing full sentences. 
Extract 1 
1) How does Hermes save Odysseus? 
2) Why do you think Circe changed his 

men into pigs? 
3) Why did Hermes help Odysseus? 
4) How did Circe try to enchant him? 

Extract 2. 
1) What are Scylla and Charybdis? 
2) Do you think they really exist? 
3) Can you find a simile in this text? 

( a simile is when one thing is compared to 
another)

Extract 3. 
1) Why was Odysseus confined to 

Calypso’s island for seven years? 
2) Both Calypso and Odysseus are sad at 

the beginning of this extract - why is 
that? 

3) Why didn’t Odysseus make a boat 
before Calypso told him how?
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     THE ODYSSEY 

Extract 1 : Circe the Enchantress 
Odysseus had been warned not to go to the enchantress’ place as he would be transformed into 
a pig like his men, but he decided to go there to save them. In the forest he was met by Hermes, 
messenger of the gods. Hermes offered to help Odysseus and picked a plant that was growing at 
his feet, the root as black as night and the flower as white as milk. Hermes told Odysseus to take 
the herb as it would protect him from the enchantress’ magic. Hermes added : “When she 
strikes you with her wand, you must draw your sword and leap at her as though to cut her down. 
She will beg for your goodwill and friendship and you must make her swear to undo her spell and 
work no more evil against your comrades.” 
Odysseus thrust the plant into his tunic and went on his way to Circe’s house, where he found 
her singing at her loom. She welcomed him and gave him a posset of wine into which she dripped 
something from a flask she kept hidden in the hollow of her hand. Odysseus, trusting to the 
white flower in his tunic, drank and set the cup of wine down. Circe picked up her wand and 
flicked him with, smilingly bidding him to join his companions. But Odysseus drew his sword and 
made as though to run her through. She dropped at his feet, crying : “ Who are you, that my 
magic cannot touch you? Pray you, put up your sword, that we may learn to trust each other and 
become friends!” 
First he made her swear by all the gods that she would undo her spells and then Odysseus 
sheathed his sword. 

Extract 2. Scylla and Charybdis 
Half lost in a rolling murk of spray, two vast black rocks reared their crests toward the clouds, 
and between them a narrow seaway ran like a mountain river.  
Close under the left-hand rock was a churning and boiling whirlpool where the sea-monster 
Charybdis sucked down the sea three times a day and three times vomited it up again - a 
whirlpool in which no ship might live. And in a cave midway up the right-hand rock another 
monster, Scylla by name, had her lair. She had six heads on long thin scaly necks, and in each 
mouth three rows of grinding teeth and twelve long feelers with claws at their ends, with which 
she caught her prey : big fish or dolphins - or men, if any passed that way.  
Odysseus knew, for Circe had told him, that if anything sought to pass between the two 
Wandering Rocks they would clash together like cymbals leaving nothing behind but wreckage. 
The only way forward lay between Scylla and Charybdis. Charybdis could suck down a whole ship 
but Scylla could only take a few men at a time. Odysseus ordered his helmsman to keep close to 
the right-hand rock, but did not tell him why. 

Extract 3. Farewell to Calypso 
Mighty Zeus sent Hermes, his messenger, to the nymph Calypso, who was the lady of the island 
where Odysseus had been washed up and where he’d been confined for seven years. Hermes told 
her that it was time for Odysseus to be freed and to continue on his way home to Ithaca.  
Calypso went sadly down to the shore, and found Odysseus in his usual place, sitting on a rock 
with his head in his hands, and gazing out to sea with eyes red and bleary from weeping. She 
told him it was time for her to set him free and help him on his way home to his own hearth and 
to the woman who was sitting beside it. Odysseus asked her how he was to leave the island. She 
answered : “ Build yourself a boat with the tools and timber that I shall give you.” Despite the 
perils Calypso predicted for him, Odysseus replied that he would take his chance with the sea 
once more as he longed to return to his wife Penelope. 
Next day, Calypso brought him the tools of a carpenter, and showed him the best trees to use. 
He felled twenty of them close to the shore and built a wide shallow boat, using the tallest and 
straightest fir tree for a mast. She brought him fine linen canvas, and he made a sail. She 
brought him hides and he cut them into strips and plaited the strips into ropes. In four days it 
was all finished, and on the fifth he set rollers beneath the hull and urged it down into the 
shallows. Calypso put on board skins full of wine and water and meal, and gave Odysseus stout 
garments for the voyage. They said farewell, and she turned back alone to her cave , while 
Odysseus headed out to sea, his sails swelling with the fair wind that she had promised him. 

(From Rosemary Sutcliffe)


