
Class 7B Chemistry                                                                                                

Chemicals at Home
Recall:  Now let’s think about a few things we have learnt about yesterday, see if you can 
write for 4 minutes into your rough book about each of the elements below- time yourself. 

 Carbon

 Sulphur 

 Phosphorus

Book work (30 Minutes) : On the next page of your ML book, write a short account of each 
of the elements above – if you have found out further information, please include it. Where 
is sulphur found? What does it smell like? What is Phosphorous used for? etc Try and 
develop the description and illustration on one page as beautifully as you are able. Please 
include at least one diagram, based on the illustrations on the worksheet.. 

New Content:

I would like you to purchase some RED CABBAGE, for use on Wednesday if you can. 

Today I want to consider two things. Symbols   for Elements and   chemicals in your home.

Symbols for Elements
You will remember the Alchemist symbols that were shown at the start of the chemistry ML 
block:  if you cannot remember them go back and have a look. They were mainly to do with 
the planets. 

Atoday all Elements have their own symbol so chemist can write them easily: here are a few
examples:

Sulphur            S

Phosphorus    P

Carbon            C

Oxygen           O
I am sure you notice that the letter or letters starting the name are used as the symbol. 

However! The symbol for Gold is Au
So far we have heard about a few elements but there are many……

How many elements do you think there could be in total to 
make all the things in the world and universe?  



Remember, elements are like the building blocks for everything we see, materials in nature 
as well as manmade materials- we will return to this question.. 

Chemicals in your home
Chemists use and work with chemicals! But what is a chemical?

We need to use definitions sometimes to help us understand and define something so here is a 
definition of a chemical:

A chemical is any substance consisting of matter. This includes any liquid, solid, or gas. A chemical is 
any pure substance (an element) or any mixture (a solution, compound, or gas). They can either 
occur naturally or can be created artificially.

What Is Not a Chemical?

If anything made of matter is made up of chemicals, which means that only phenomena that aren't 
made of matter are not chemicals: Energy is not a chemical. Light, heat, and sound are not chemicals
—nor is gravity, or magnetism

Examples of Naturally-Occurring Chemicals

Naturally-occurring chemicals can be solid, liquid, or gas. Naturally occurring solids, liquids, or gases 
may be made up of individual elements or may contain many elements in the form of molecules.

SO – A chemical can be a pure element, it can be found in the form of solid, liquid or gas, 
and it can be a combination of elements or an element on its own.  There are many 
chemicals in your home! 

Activity
Here are few names of chemicals to look for in your kitchen! Search about and look at the 
labels of food products and in your bathroom look at the product labels too. See how many 
you have at home, of course you might have none of them but lots of other chemicals on 
the ingredients list on the packaging…. Some of these are in food, some in washing products
and some in toothpaste – Please resist the temptation to make a version of 'George's 
Marvellous Mixture....' 

So, find the following chemicals if you can, and list the product in which you found it:

Citric acid, anionic surfactant, Ascorbic acid, Niacin, Folic acid, Riboflavin, Sodium 
Bicarbonate or Sodium Fluoride

You may find lots of others - write out a list of 10 names of substances from bottles and 
packaging in your home.

What do you notice about the names and any similarities in the names or 
frequent items or words? Please use your rough book for observations.


