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Key elements of fiction or drama 
In good quality fiction or drama you will 
find the following key elements : Theme/
Conflict/Plot/Setting/Character 

Exercise 1. 
Look at the definitions below and match 
them with the 5 key elements listed. 
1) A person or animal who/which takes 

part in the story’s action.  
2) A series of events and character 

actions that relate to a central conflict 
3) A central idea which explores the 

human experience 
4) A struggle which usually involves the 

protagonist on one side 
5) Describes time and place

Themes would include Love/Prejudice/
Courage/Disappointment/Reward/Justice/
Hope/War. Themes recur throughout a 
story and are abstract. 
Motif writers will often employ recurring 
imagery with symbolic significance that is 
woven like a thread throughout a story or 
play and supports the theme. Examples 
are: light and dark in Shakespeare’s 
Romeo and Juliet and Tolkien’s Lord of the 
Rings. Motifs recur throughout a story and 
are usually concrete/tangible. 
Symbols are similar to motifs but occur 
once or a few times only in a narrative. 
Examples are a heart, a key.

Exercise 2. 
Which of the 5 key elements do the 
following belong to : 
a) Description of landscape, scenery, 

buildings, seasons, weather 
b) Confronting oneself, another, forces of 

nature, society, fate, the supernatural, 
technology

Exercise 3. 
Open a favourite book at random and look 
for an object, person or action. Write the 
word at the centre of a blank page. Make 
a mind map by writing down all the ideas 
you associate with that word . Try to 
combine your thoughts and images into an 
idea for a short story. 
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