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Dearest parents and carers
It is heartening to know that whilst the Government seems to have met an impasse in its plans to return 
children to school - we at Michael Hall have found a way through 'education outside' to reconnect with 
our community. The latest guidelines allow us to make decisions to widen our provision for primary age 
children, our examination age children have a programme of outdoor lessons until the summer and I am 
committed to providing some form of reconnection activity for Classes 6-8. I have the daily pleasure of both 
seeing and hearing the children at work and play and I can say that it is now a perfect accompaniment to 
the wildlife. We have hardy children and staff, which has certainly been needed as the weather seems 
 to fluctuate between tropical and artic.

All classes have now got 'home bases' equipped with all the provisions necessary to maintain safety during 
these times; activities are based around the normal dedication to head, heart and hand delivered with care 
and nourishment from the teachers. What I can say as one of the only other adults that gets to see the 
classes in action is that they are enjoying it which is something to celebrate! Next week more classes return, 
in fact we will have welcomed back most classes by then and plans for the remaining groups will be relayed 
by the Assistant Principals. What we do here at Michael Hall is 
prepare our children for life, an education that 
focuses on aspects of child development often 
neglected in the maintained sector in the race 
to improve statistics. I for one am happy that 
my children are part of the Michael Hall 
community and will continue to shout loud 
about our caring, free thinking and confident 
scholars!  

Whilst current events have somewhat 
interrupted our normal rhythm in terms of 
the year's festivals - class teachers will 
endeavour to work in partnership with 
parents to recreate aspects of the yearly 
cycle. It is likely that once guidelines allow, 
our school community will finally reunite 
to celebrate a forthcoming festival. Over 
the coming weeks I hope to catch up 
during 'drop off' and 'pick up' as this 
human contact and interaction is both 
nourishing and enabling for my family 
and I as we settle into life at Michael Hall.

With warmest regards, 
Paul Farr, 
Principal

Back To School Campaign 
Can You Help?
We'd love to hear how your children are doing. Would 
you be willing to spend 10 minutes being interviewed to 
help us understand the positives on your child's return to 
school and those chosing not to return yet? We would like 
to speak with parents with children of all ages - including 
those of you whose children are literally just returning to 
the classroom and those of you who are continuing the 
learning journey or school at home? 
If you're interested, please email Priya Mahtani at
pr@steinerwaldorf.org, with your name and 
telephone number and she'll be in touch with you directly. 
(Priya has worked for the Fellowship for 
years and helped us with the Waldorf Wave and  is now 
helping us with this campaign).
Thank you for helping us to promote Michael Hall and 
share a positive, happy return to school and share how 
we can create a safe, social distancing,  outdoor program-
me that feels as normal and 
nourishing as possible. 
Julie Ruse, PA to the Principal

NOTICE OF MICHAEL HALL SCHOOL LIMITED 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2020

The Michael Hall School AGM will be take place as follows:
Date: 27th June 2020 - Time 10.00 to 13.00 - Venue: Online meeting via Zoom

In observance of the national lockdown regulations for the Covid19 pandemic the meeting will be 
held online. The agenda and papers for the AGM and details on how to join and or observe the 
online meeting will be published on the School's website the week beginning 22nd June 2020.

Members of the Michael Hall Association will receive papers in advance and by email. If unable to 
attend in person Members of the Michael Hall Association may appoint another person to attend 

the AGM as their proxy.



Class 2 drawings and writing from the story of Saint Servan, a man who 
can see and hear what others cannot and who teaches the village children 
how to be with the animals around them.





Elyanor Hunt, from her Geography project on Indigenous peoples

Class 7b - 



Class 7b  - Mercury  by Meadow. 



Class 8b - An article by Amber DeWaal on Deep Sea 
creatures as part of the Fluid Mechanics Main Lesson continued...

Deepsea creatures 
What sort of creatures' dwell in the Deepsea? 

There are many creatures who live in the darkest coldest corners of the ocean, few that we know 
of, but likely many that we have not discovered yet. Some of the creatures have beautiful structures 
and colours, that sadly can only be seen in photos or described in writing. While others, you could 
say, are probably more fun to only encounter in photos. Though some of these creatures may not 
be the most beautiful to look at, they certainly are very interesting, and unusually able to withstand 
enormous amounts of pressure. 
 
These are some of the strangest creatures we 
have discovered: 

BARRELEYE 
The only word fit to describe this fish is obscure. 
Its transparent forehead gives it the ability to look 
through its head and scan for prey above. They live 
600-800 meters below sea level, found mainly in the 
Pacific Ocean, Indian ocean and Atlantic Ocean. 
They are quite petit, growing to around 14cm long.

THE PACIFIC VIPERFISH
Could this mysterious creature look any more like a lab 

experiment gone wrong in a science fiction film? 
From its beautiful bioluminescence 

used to lure its prey to their death, to its razor
sharp, dagger pointed teeth, this creature is 
petrifying. They haunt the icy depths 4,400 

meters below sea level, living for 15-30 years, 
and growing to the size of 25 cm long. This

 is a bony fish. 

More to follow on this fascinating article next week........

BARRELEYE

PACIFIC VIPERFISH



Alone Together Lyrics 
Verse 1 
We’re in a time,

Where home is our world.

Sitting ‘round all day,

Trying to work.

We’ve all sat and thought,

“Should I cut my hair?”

When our mum comes in,

Saying don’t you dare.


Chorus 
We’re all alone,

Together.


Verse 2 
Every Thursday night,

We’d come together.

To praise the ones,

That make our lives better.

Our sleep schedules,

Have all been messed up.

At twelve o’clock,

Is when we wake up.


Chorus 
We’re all alone,

Together.

We’re all alone,

Together.


Middle 8  
Passing time and backing pies,

Is what we do these days.

Calls on zoom and waiting rooms,

Will soon drive us insane.


Final Verse 
Who knows how long,

This whole thing could last.

But soon enough,

It’ll be in the past.
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Class 8b were  set an English practise piece to try to write a poem or 
song lyrics about their experiences so far in lockdown. 
These are the lyrics to Emilies song and it can be heard if you go to the 
news posts at the bottom of the website.



Class 9
Hello, my name is Emily and I am in Class 9. I am a ‘wannabe’ farmer and work at 
Tablehurst Farm on Saturdays, where I learn all sorts of very useful skills every week. 
I really enjoy my farm days as they are so much fun and everybody there is so 
welcoming and friendly. I am also really into growing and producing our own food so 
with my family we grow as much of our own veg as we can and we have recently got 
chickens, which is very exciting. Last autumn we also embarked on 
bee-keeping and we now have two successful colonies, after raising one by 
ourselves. I was encouraged to start my blog when lockdown began as I realised that 
I wouldn’t be able to share my adventures with friends and family as easily as before. 

My Father and I have had success! For a couple of months now we have been trying 
to make a new bee colony to go in our empty hive, but with no luck. Then, when we 
did our weekly hive inspection this week, we found that we have a queen in our 
‘little’ hive and that she has been laying! Basically, throughout the summer, your 
colony will create little ‘queen cells’, which they fill with a special food called ‘royal 
jelly’, and the larvae that grows in this cell will become a queen. When the larvae is 
nine days old the worker bees will cap the cell by sealing it up with wax, and then 
swarm, or fly away, taking your old queen and most of your bees. We don’t want this 



so we have been knocking off the starts of ‘queen cups’ so that they can’t create 
a new queen. Unless, of course, it has something in it because then we use it! 
When we found a cell with jelly in it (they are easy to tell as they look like a 
monkey nut type thing hanging parallel with the frame) we put the whole frame 
in our other hive, along with some food and other baby bees, or ‘brood’, that 
will hatch and become worker bees. Once the queen has hatched she goes on 
her mating flight and if she survives that then you have a new colony. We have 
tried about three times this year and it finally worked! I think on previous ones 
she got eaten on her flight or something.

Then we checked our ‘big’ hive and found another queen cell which was capped. 
Without thinking too much we removed it and proceeded with the rest of our 
inspection. It was only afterwards that we realised we hadn’t seen the queen 
from that hive and so it is quite possible that she has flown away, leaving our 
other hive queen less! Oh well, clearly you can’t win at everything!

A Queen Cell



Eliya Wheatley Gal-Or, Class 12, in response to the death of George 
Floyd.

If you're talking, your breathing stop resisting!

Times may have changed but we march for the same, 
A right to feel safe in the societies that we live.

When there were laws in place to chain your wrists and your face,
Because, people believed colour made you a waste of space. Dis-

graced.

Is there justice for all in the land of the free,
Or only for those who are white like me.

After bullets leave chambers, they can not be restowed.
My heart rages for grieving mothers that are owed.

Eyes, hair, smiles, all comsumed by hate and by the ignorance to 
colour, people are lost to the tragedy of "fate". 

Let's respect who's in front of us,
Let's feel free to be free,

So that everyone can be equal both you and me.

Since people marched on the street to have a damn seat, please 
stop. They can't breathe.

Class 12



Daring to Dream

Children are inspiring: they watch someone and immediately imagine that they too could 
be a superhero, pop star or Olympic athlete. Children are brilliant at reaching for the stars. 
They imagine an adult life of great possibility: running a riding stables or flying jets, writing a 
best-seller or designing clothing for celebrities. Adults do these things, and children are 
inspired.

We adults must refrain from pouring our cold reality onto their dreams, believing we are 
protecting them from unrealistic hopes, sparing them from disappointment. Is it really better 
not to dream the impossible than to try to see how far you can get? If 6-year-old Joanne 
Rowling hadn’t believed herself capable of being a writer, writing her first story, ‘Rabbit’, we 
wouldn’t have Hogwarts and Harry Potter. If that small Jamaican boy Usain hadn’t dared to 
dream of being the fastest runner in the whole wide world, we wouldn’t have had the Olympic 
legend that was Bolt.

Children see an injustice and declare that they will stop it. They have the audacity to hope for 
the best from people and sometimes this brings out the best in people. Take 14-year-old Julia 
Bluhm, who was concerned about how many girls in her ballet class considered themselves to 
be fat and dared to ask Seventeen magazine to stop photoshopping its photos. After 84,000 
people signed her petition the magazine made a commitment not to alter the body size or face 
shape of the girls and models and to feature a diverse range in its pages. Or take 9-year-old 
Martha Payne, who commented daily on her school dinners, raising the standard of school 
meals and more than £10,000 for a charity providing meals for UK schoolchildren.

Every person who has achieved great things has a tale of modest beginnings and those who 
first inspired them. Children dare to dream big. The sky is the limit when you are 6 or even 16.

Parents’ encouragement is vital. Your child needs you to believe in them – a parent’s opinion is 
such an influential thing for a child. Take their interests seriously and help them to follow their 
passions. A person does well in life when they are doing something that they care about and 
enjoy. In a world full of people doing jobs they don’t particularly like, and surrounded by adults 
dousing children’s grand plans in realism before they can even try them out, our children need 
us to support them in following their hearts.

All too easily they can hold themselves back through lack of self-belief, finances, opportunity or 
willingness to expend effort. Challenges can strengthen us, and if those around them believe 
something is possible, it helps them to believe it too. We all have our ‘disabilities’ – some more 
obvious and some more debilitating. The Paralympics gives us the chance to see that the most 
crippling disadvantages can be overcome.

You can help your children to follow their dreams by paying attention to what brings them joy 
and finding ways for them to follow that passion:

This week’s Wellbeing Resources
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This week’s Online Safety resources

www.michaelhall.co.uk/online-safety-resources-for-parents

AN INVITATION TO A VIRTUAL EVENING CANTEEN
Thanks to all who came to our last evening virtual canteen - we had rich and important exchanges. 
We will be gathering again online: MONDAY 8.30pm-9.30pm
This call will be an informal, social space to gather, offer mutual support, share resources and more. 
To join, download Zoom onto your phone, computer or iPad and use this link:
https://zoom.us/j/2227769668
You are welcome at any time during the hour and can leave at any time as well. 
Grab your EVENING coffee or tea, and come share your challenges, joys, questions, thoughts, as we navigate this 
unknown territory, in our separate homes, together!
We look forward to seeing you there.
Matilda, Christopher, Phelim and Steve

www.michaelhall.co.uk/safeguarding-and-wellbeing-resources-for-parents

Safeguarding; we are all responsible

Microsoft Teams has risen in popularity since lockdown measures. Many Schools, like us, have adop-
ted the platform to help with remote learning giving the ability to chat, video call and host online 
meetings. As with any video conferencing software or live streaming app, there can be a number of 
things to consider around security and privacy.
National Online Safety have created a guide to help Parents and Carers better understand exactly 
what 'Teams' is about.

Please head over to the website to read the guide in full.

• Help them to research adults they admire and whose advice they respect.

• Really listen to them as they talk enthusiastically about something.

• Read the book they are raving about or ask them to show you what they like to watch.

• Ask them to teach you how to use their favourite social media tool.

• Help them pursue the activities they love and not the activities you’d love them to love.

• Put them in contact with adults who are working in areas that fascinate them.

• Let go of your dreams for them, making space for their dreams.

And don’t get attached to their dreams, as they may change as they grow.

Edited and adapted extract from From Daughter to Woman: Parenting Girls Safely Through Their 
Teens by Kim McCabe, Robinson.
 
Article shared from the Waldorf School of Philadelphia.


