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Many of you may know we had a disappointing incident earlier this week whereby property intended to protect our
children on their return to School was vandalised overnight. Since this event, the love and support from the school
and wider community has been overwhelming and reminds us of the unique position we hold at the heart of the
Forest Row. Whilst being aware of this pivotal role, I am acutely aware that individual perceptions of our School will
vary as a result of failings 'inevitable' in an organisation with such a long history undergoing regular 'change'. This,
allied with the detrimental effect of negative stereotyping of our education in the national education picture means
that on occasions in the past the School may have also isolated itself. I would like to learn from this feedback and
ensure that Michael Hall is stronger and better able to serve the needs of our entire community going forward. It is
only by reflection and evaluation of processes that improvements can gradually be effected and I look forward to
making contact if you are able to support in this aim.
This week has seen the majority of our School return, with plans in place to offer reconnection opportunities to the
remaining classes before we break up for Summer. I also am pleased to announce that we are in the process of
appointing a second Class 1 teacher. Refurbishments continue in the Mansion with the large bay room at the front
now almost complete and the Round Room next on the list for a lick of paint. I am keen to market the Mansion as
a venue in the coming years and see this investment as critical to the long term survival of a 300 year old building!
Around the site much is going on, the gardens are in full swing with our produce reaching local suppliers and wider,
groups of children working at the stone circle, iron spring and around the wood yard and our bees certainly busy in
the orchard. I am particularly drawn to the importance of the humble bee in my own observations of our gardens and
wider site; as Achim Steiner, UN Under Secretary puts it 'Bees underline the reality that we are more, not less,
dependent on nature's services in a world of close to seven billion people'.
I look forward to our AGM tomorrow and continued work to improve how the school both communicates and
markets itself to the community and wider world.
Warmest regards, Paul Farr, Principal

Drawing by Sdhori, Class 6a

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2020 - The Michael Hall School AGM will be take place tomorrow as follows:
Date: 27th June 2020 - Time 10.00 to 13.00 - Venue: Online meeting via Zoom - Meeting ID: 830 5148 5876

Class 1b

Here are some pictures from our outdoor learning this week.
Class 1b made some beautiful hanging suns with messages of thanks to the sun for
midsummer. They then ran around the Valley Field with coloured ribbon streamers on
their wrists.

Class 6a - some lovely work

POEMS BY CLASS 7 AND 8 STUDENTS COMPARING TWO PICTURES

Down by the sand and the sea we must lie
Centuries still await us
Sky rushes by with. Soft lullaby,
We’re the disadvantageous.
The sea does reply, with the largest sigh
Grimy items that have bust
Like ancient apparatus.
Dumped, miscellaneous, old plastic, junked.
Nonchalant pastimes that must be debunked.
This is our imprint we’ve left behind
We’re blindly undeveloped as a race,
This is a problem we have to face.
Practical yet delicate,
Beautifully made.
Handmade pots, so intricate
Memories won’t fade.
Resources are infinite
When nature leads the parade.
Though this might look like indiscriminate waste,
That humans have left behind on the earth’s face,
It is artifacts, history
Made of wise men’s mystery.
Who would have surmised we would go backwards in time
All the old shrewdness and love is now left behind.
These contrasting images, landscaped
Evolution can’t ever be re-shaped
They’re typical of their era
Changing this, is a chimera.

Sometimes human footprints are not
the only things we leave behind
In the olden times we discarded clay pots
in which animals could hide,
On stormy deserts lay great boulders
and a lot of human waste,
Beneath the sun and heavy rain
the pots and pans became fine paste,
Compared to that which we leave now
on beaches and sandy shores,
Great heaps and mounds of plastic lie
strewn across earth’s pores.
Comedic candy-floss clouds hide
what we have done,
Empty bottles plastic bags and cups are
lifeless under the sun.
I really hope to be the sailor
that can navigate the sea
And save our battered earth
from the shipwreck we made it be.

Class 8b The last Main lesson for Class 8b was to research the economic, historical,
environmental and commercial side of a common product. This is part of
Mimi's essay on the history of coffee and some drawings.

Class 9
Hello, my name is Emily and I am in Class 9. I am a ‘wannabe’ farmer and work at
Tablehurst Farm on Saturdays, where I learn all sorts of very useful skills every week.
I really enjoy my farm days as they are so much fun and everybody there is so
welcoming and friendly. I am also really into growing and producing our own food so
with my family we grow as much of our own veg as we can and we have recently got
chickens, which is very exciting. Last autumn we also embarked on
bee-keeping and we now have two successful colonies, after raising one by
ourselves. I was encouraged to start my blog when lockdown began as I realised that
I wouldn’t be able to share my adventures with friends and family as easily as before.

A bit of engineering
At the back of the vegetable patch we have two soft fruit bushes, a gooseberry and a
blackcurrant, which we've never eaten any fruit from. Well, I say never, of course we've had the occasional berry but pretty much every year the birds eat the whole lot.
Apart from this year....
Yesterday, after two days of hard work, I finished a fruit cage! I am very proud of it as
I usually don't finish the things I start and also because I did most of it by myself (and
it also looks pretty good, even if I do
say so myself). To start with, I had to
measure (I never measure anything
so that was a big starting point) the
lengths of my poles and cut them
down from some massive sixteen
foot holly poles we had left over from
cutting the tree-house tree. This was
more complicated than you might
think as the fruit bushes are planted
on a hill and every one of the poles
was a different measurement! After
sawing my hand quite badly whilst
trying to remove the branch 'sprouts',
dad gave me a billhook to finish the
job off with, maybe not the smartest
of ideas but luckily no more injuries!
Yesterday I constructed the frame
with some difficulty and draped a net
over with the help of some slightly
unwilling family members and hey
presto! The fruit cage is now up and
running! Now I just have to prove to
dad that the grass won't grow into it
as I will cut it and that my cage will be
better than his!

Class 11

As part of their phased return to school, Class 11 have been working on their
Class 12 play in a drama Main Lesson and finishing the day with outdoor craft
and land based art. Thackery Davis has been teaching them the art of macrame.

This week’s Wellbeing Resources
Racism and mental health
Being treated differently or unfairly because of our race, skin colour or ethnicity can negatively
affect our mental health.
Racism can happen anywhere. It can happen at school, at work, or at home; it can happen online
or outside; it can even happen within families and relationships. Sometimes racist abuse is
obvious - verbal abuse about the way someone looks, stereotypes about how someone might
behave, or physical violence and bullying, for example.
Sometimes racism is part of the structures and systems that we live in. And sometimes racism is
‘subtle’ and difficult for other people to notice.
The important thing is how you see the situation and how it makes you feel. We can spend a lot of
time wondering whether we have been badly or unfairly treated because of our skin colour, race
or ethnicity, or for some other reason, and it’s not always totally clear. This can make us feel
confused or even foolish for talking about our experiences, especially if the people we are talking
to have never had to ask themselves these sorts of questions.
Sometimes, even when we are convinced we have experienced racist treatment, people around us
might try to tell us we’ve got it wrong. This can feel very lonely and isolating. But remember, you
are not alone and your feelings are valid.
It’s also valid if you feel that experiencing racism ‘indirectly’ has an effect on your mental health.
Sometimes the things going on around us, to people just like us, can feel like they have happened
to us and make us feel personally attacked, helpless, or like our lives don’t matter.
What can I do to improve my mental health?
Here are some things you can do if racism is affecting your mental health:
1. Speak to someone you trust about how you are feeling, like a family member or a friend. Talking
about how you feel can often be the first step to getting help and finding support. It might feel
difficult to talk about how you are feeling or to revisit personal experiences of racism. Take your
time and only share what you want to.
2. See resource page from Young Minds – the link is on our website.

www.michaelhall.co.uk/safeguarding-and-wellbeing-resources-for-parents

This week’s Online Safety resources

As adults, speaking to your child about what they do and what they see online can often be more
difficult than first imagined. As much as we know it exists, starting the conversation with children
about inappropriate content or things that might make them feel uncomfortable can often feel like
the hardest step. With children spending more time online due to lockdown, National Online Safety
have produced a guide to help parents and carers approach that initial discussion with a little more
confidence.
Please head to our website to see the guide in full.

www.michaelhall.co.uk/online-safety-resources-for-parents
Safeguarding; we are all responsible

AN INVITATION TO A VIRTUAL EVENING CANTEEN
We will be gathering again online: MONDAY 8.30pm-9.30pm
This call will be an informal, social space to gather, offer mutual support, share resources and more.
To join, use this link: https://zoom.us/j/2227769668
Matilda, Christopher, Phelim and Steve
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