
Dear young Historians, 
 
We have reiterated few questions part of the debate on the Renaissance - who must be aware of this 
debate:  

• Does the Renaissance represent a change from the Medieval past? 
• Is the Renaissance jus an elitist phenomenon? 
• Is the Renaissance a cultural movement rather than an Historical period? 
• Did women experience a Renaissance? 
• Is the Renaissance just a label born out of the European-centric view of History that we have? 
• Is the Renaissance just a practical/useful periodisation? 
• Is the Renaissance too long a period to be considered something specific (a unified thing)? 
• Shall we talk about Renaissances rather than one Renaissance? 

These are few of the questions that will return again and again in our course. 
 
What do you do next? 
 
Select one of the characters of the Renaissance or Exploration courses and complete a research to be 
presented next Tuesday (23/06). 
 
Your presentation should aim at answering the following questions:  

1. Who	is	s/he?	When	and	where	was	s/he	born?	What	context	(cultural,	social,	political)	
was	s/he	born	in?	Brief	biography	to	contextualise	the	time	and	place	the	person	lived	in	

2. Why	was	s/he	significant?	Explain	the	relevance/significance	of	this	person’s	work		
3. To want extent does this person support the view of the Renaissance being different from the 

Medieval past? Explain how this person's life and work represent a change AND a continuity with 
the Medieval past. 	

4. What is your own view/judgement on 3)? in 3) you collected evidence for and against, but you also 
have to evaluate their relative importance and reach your own, supported judgement. 	

• Your	presentation	should	last	for	about	five	minutes	
• You	can	use	prompts	to	help	you	presenting	but	do	not	read	line	by	line	
• Talk to each other to ensure you do not select the same person.	

	
• Typewrite your presentation; use headings (the questions above, for example) and email it to your 

colleagues and me so that everyone can benefit from your work. 	
• At the end, name the sources you have used (e.g. websites, titles of videos, name of articles, books 

etc); aim at using five different sources 
	

I	look	forward	to	hear/read	your	presentation.	
	
	
All	the	best	
	
	
Mr	Piotti	
 


