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Back to School for Class 5 (Year 6 equivalent) students
The sun shone down on Class 5 as they returned to school. Their classroom was set out under a big marquee in the 
Valley Field, so they were certainly not back to normal!
They had just finished a block of Maths on Pythagoras Theorem, which their Class Teacher, Mrs Harkness, had 
overseen while using distance-learning.
Following on from Pythagoras Theorem, they moved on to the study of Ancient Civilizations. As their marquee was 
situated in the playing fields, they were also able to practise 
some of the disciplines of the Olympic games. They learned to 
throw javelins and discus under the highly disciplined rules of the 
Ancient Greeks. They ran Marathons and also observed the skills 
set out for long jump and high jump.
It was, of course, the perfect subject for the unusual 
circumstances and the beautiful grounds lent themselves so well 
to the Olympian spirit. There they learned that throwing a javelin 
was as much about the beauty of the arc as the distance they 
could throw. Even the straightness and angle at which the javelin 
entered the ground, was of paramount importance to the Grecian 
athlete.
As the weeks passed, they continued to perfect their Olympian 
skills. At the same time they moved on in their book work to 
Botany, again a perfect subject fr their outdoor existence.
Here, again, the wooded grounds provided a wonderful backdrop 
for their studies. They went on walks to identify parallel and reticulate-veined leaves and then drew and labelled them 
in their airy, sometimes frightfully windy classrooms!
Their Olympic Games/Gardening Teacher, Mr Morris, got them to cover red and black currents bushes, where the 
pigeons had been happily helping themselves. Now it was the students who were allowed to 'help themselves' and, as a 
result, they returned home laden with berries and lettuces.
Yes, unusual and troubling times, but also sometimes quite blessed.
St.Clair Leveaux (1-1 teacher in Class 5)

School Newsletter
Dearest parents and carers
As we come to the end of an eventful year I would like to take this opportunity to reflect on our recent 'out-
door provision' and some of the wonderful learning depicted in the pictures within. Today I was delighted 
to see the Class 2 Violin concert, Class 5 bringing to a close their Main Lesson work around the Greek Olym-
pics and our Class 9's hard at work catching up with their GCSE studies. 

In the spirit of openness and transparency I would like to invite parents to an open forum (Q&A) around 
some of the decisions we have had to make around finance and the School's current position. I will send a 
final letter to parents next Thursday which fully closes the year and celebrates the progress we have made; 
in this letter I will include a summary of the questions raised and hopefully answered at the forum. 

Paul Farr is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. Topic: Open Forum with Paul Farr and Liz James - 
School Finance. Time: 8th July 2020 17:00  - Meeting ID: 819 5594 9051  Password: 224406 

Warmest regards, Paul Farr, Principal
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Class 1b This week Class 1b created symmetrical forms and patterns 
using the nature surrounding them. 



Class 7b - By Mayan 

Class 7b English work.

1. The constant honking made the traffic unbearable.

2. The moonlight made the dark, misty sky bright and beautiful.

3. The pungent fumes from the factory were revolting.

4. The rocky beach left me hobbling home.

5. My face and eyes crinkled when eating those red currants.

IMAGERY : writing about objects, actions 
and ideas in a way that appeals to our 
physical senses . E.g. The old man sifted 
the seeds through his fingers.

On a beach

I had to hop around when walking 
on the hot sand but when I arrived 
in the cool water I felt relieved. The 
waves were big but easy to jump, 
sometimes the saltwater got in our 
mouths, was very disgusting and 
made us splutter and cough. As the 
night was nearing, the sky was filled 
with an array of hues from crimson 
red to orange yellow. The smokey 
bbq brought an eager anticipation 
for the long awaited food. The 
motion of the waves made a 
calming sound, which soon put us 
down to sleep.



Class 9
Hello, my name is Emily and I am in Class 9. I am a ‘wannabe’ farmer and work at 
Tablehurst Farm on Saturdays, where I learn all sorts of very useful skills every week. 
I really enjoy my farm days as they are so much fun and everybody there is so 
welcoming and friendly. I am also really into growing and producing our own food so 
with my family we grow as much of our own veg as we can and we have recently got 
chickens, which is very exciting. Last autumn we also embarked on 
bee-keeping and we now have two successful colonies, after raising one by 
ourselves. I was encouraged to start my blog when lockdown began as I realised that 
I wouldn’t be able to share my adventures with friends and family as easily as before.

Adventures with ricotta

I've been having an excellent Main Lesson at
the moment. Basically each morning I go on to 
the school website and choose a recipe from 
a massive list and then I make it. And that's 
the main lesson. It's brilliant! The title is 
'Fermenting and Pickling' so you can guess 
the sort of stuff on the list: sauerkraut, 
sprouted grains, Russian chrain and, 
surprisingly, ricotta and yoghurt (maybe not 
surprising for those academics amongst us 
but it was for me)! So after having successfully 
sprouted some sunflower seeds (good job mum
likes that sort of stuff as I am not so much of 
a fan) and unsuccessfully not sprouted some 
rice grains (they told us to experiment!) I decided that I should try and make some 
ricotta. It was surprisingly easy, considering that I know nothing about cheese-ma-
king, and I quickly had a bag of curds. There was, unfortunately, a downside, like so 
many of these easy projects, and it was that I was left with quite a large quantity of 
whey. At first I was like, 'brilliant, pancakes here we come!' but after a bit of research 
it turns out there are two types of whey, 'acid' whey, from soft cheese and 'sweet' 
whey, from hard cheese. And obviously depending on what type you have it's going 
to alter the flavour of your pancakes quite a bit. So what type did I have? Of course, 
it was the acid one. The one you can't put in a sweet thing, the one that doesn't taste 
nice when drunk and the one that you have to be careful with when substituting for 
milk. So I did what any desperate person would do and poured it back into the empty 
milk carton, taking care to lie it down on the fridge shelf so that it did not get mixed 
up with the FULL bottle in the door and so that the completely different COLOUR was 
obvious. And what happens? This morning a combination of clearly half-asleep 
ignoramuses managed to replace the milk in the door with my whey and as a result 
my sister ended up with acid whey on her cereal. And I got blamed for not labelling 
the bottle! As if it was my fault that they can't tell the colour difference. And who 
checks to see if someone's written 'whey' on their milk carton, anyway? 



Welcome to new staff
I am so delighted to be back at Michael Hall, albeit starting under 
very strange circumstances from my bedroom computer!  Some 

of you may remember me from when I first started at Michael 
Hall nearly 8 years ago as Upper School Coordinator, whereupon 

I promptly had a horrid car accident after only a few weeks in the 
role.  Not my finest hour!  Once well enough to return to work, I 

took on various roles at Michael Hall to support different 
administrative areas, and qualified as a School Business 

Manager. I left in 2015, and feel privileged to have gone on to 
work at new schools to get a rich flavour of different types of 

schooling and approaches to educational business management.   

I first joined a large primary school in Crowbrough, helping it 
through an academisation process, developing  business and 

administration systems and ensuring its financial stability.  As 
part of this new Multi-Academy trust, I took on the business 

management of a second school, and was delighted be part of 
the team that opened a new free school in Tonbridge, opening our doors to our first cohort in 

September 2017.  

I have spent the last 2 years as a member of the senior leadership team of a top London Secondary 
Grammar School, again helping them develop operational systems and move into a new, positive 

chapter of the school's history.

I live locally to Michael Hall, and have a young family.  The opportunity to rejoin this wonderful 
establishment, in such a beautiful setting and with such a vibrant, welcoming community feels so 

right.  I am delighted to be back, working with the school's new Senior Leadership Team to see 
Micheal Hall move further with its continuing journey of improvement.  I look forward to meeting 

you and working to ensure the best possible educational outcomes for your children.
Liz James, Business Manager

I am delighted to be returning to Michael Hall.
I started within recruitment for British Airways many years 
ago, recruiting for pilots, cabin crew and other airline staff. 
I then left to live in New Zealand to raise my 2 children and 
stayed there for 9 years where I was the chair of a small 
Kindergarten, including working for Air New Zealand.    
When we returned to the UK for family reasons in 2012 I 
took up the recruitment role again within British Airways 
while studying the first level of CIPD Human Resource 
Management, and in the last 2 years I have completed the 
Level 5 degree level CIPD in Human Resource Management.

Before returning to Michael Hall I was working for Compass 
UK Ltd, within Medirest at Kings College London as an HR 
Manager responsible for over 1000 facilities staff, it was the 
greatest challenge yet especially when we were at the coal 
face of the recent pandemic.

I am excited about being back at Michael Hall in this time of transformation, I believe that we will 
get through these challengng times together and be very 
proud of ourselves in the future of where we have come.  I look forward to reconnecting with 
everyone again in September.  
Karen German, HR Manager



This week’s Wellbeing Resources

To subscribe to this newsletter please see www.michaelhall.co.uk/friday-flier
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This week’s Online Safety resources

www.michaelhall.co.uk/online-safety-resources-for-parents

www.michaelhall.co.uk/safeguarding-and-wellbeing-resources-for-parents

Safeguarding; we are all responsible

The #BlackLivesMatter (BLM) movement has accelerated following the death of George Floyd. 
The impact of racism on mental health can be profound and long-lasting. Please head to the 
website to download the Guide to help Parents talk about Racism and a number of podcasts arts, 
films and books on BLM. 

Resilience is having the skills and resources to deal with difficult situations in life.

July is the months where students, teachers and families get ready for a Transition – from 
Kindergarten to Class 1, Lower School to Middle School, Middle School to Upper School, Class 10 
take GCSE’s and Class 12 take A-levels and get ready to leave the School.

Transitions can be an unsettling time as one prepares for the unknown. By helping a young 
person think about 'change' and their respective feelings around that, a young person is given the 
opportunity to name their feelings (it engages the pre-frontal cortex of the brain - the cognitive 
function of reflection) and this calms the mind and helps the young person to seek the support 
network that they need at this time.

Talking to your child about how they’re feeling can be hard. By taking 20 minutes with them to do 
an activity you’ll both enjoy, you’ll create a relaxed space to start that conversation.

See the link below or click on it directly from our website. 

https://youngminds.org.uk/starting-a-conversation-with-your-child/20-activities-for-20-minutes/

As adults, speaking to your child about what they do and what they see online can often be more 
difficult than first imagined. As much as we know it exists, starting the conversation with children 
about inappropriate content or things that might make them feel uncomfortable can often feel like 
the hardest step. With children spending more time online due to lockdown, National Online Safety 
have produced a guide to help parents and carers approach that initial discussion with a little more 
confidence.

Please head to our website to see the guide in full.


