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What to expect in the Upper School ...

Thank you very much for taking an interest in the Upper School at Michael Hall.  You 

may be here at the Open Day as prospective new students and parents who have never 

been in Steiner education or you may be parents of students who are moving up the 

school and coming to find out about the next stage.  Why ever you are here you are 

most welcome and I hope that we can give you a good taste of the very special educa-

tion which Michael Hall is able to offer in the Upper School.  You may have questions, so 

please ask them. Ask them today if you are visiting for an Open Morning or  e-mail me 

afterwards if something occurs to you.  Most of all enjoy your visit. 

Assistant Principals for Upper School 

michaela.devaris@michaelhall.co.uk

richard.siddons@michaelhall.co.uk

Michaela Devaris & Richard Siddons



An Overview of Each Year Group and 
Their Development 

The faculty of exercising your own power of judgement to the point where you can be 
regarded as an adult with all that that entails (being able to look after yourself, to look 
after another person, to handle money and property ownership responsibly and to exercise 
your democratic right to vote) requires development in stages over a period of at least 4 
years. The relationship with the teachers changes significantly to reflect this path of 
development “...teachers stand alongside students in freedom as equals” (Rudolf Steiner).

In Class 9 the curriculum is geared towards enabling the young person to acquire a faculty 
of practical judgement. Taking hold of the world, engaging with it, transforming it, 
adapting effectively to its laws, these are the themes that occur in the Class 9 
curriculum. Thus Study Skills, ICT, 1st Aid weeks are there, as is the opportunity to go on an 
Earth Stewardship Camp and hold your own in the natural environment with your peers. 
The Craft Programme enables the student to experience for example what is “too hard” and 
what is “too soft” in shaping copper from a disk to a bowl by striking it with a hammer. The 
laws of nature and technology are, wherever possible, brought in connection with human 
activity, the inventors etc. The conquest of space by means of technology and its social 
implications seem to fit very well with the young person of this age. Human actions and their 
consequences also appear in the art form of Drama, where heroes die as they lived. The 
world of today is also explored in a Current Affairs Main Lesson, in which the students 
investigate, present and debate with each other themes of their choice reflected in the 
events of the day.

The following year in Class 10 the quality of judgement acquired moves more to the 
direction of what we might call theoretical judgement, in the sense that the student 
discovers the connection between the idea and reality in the form of laws. In the Maths and 
Physics courses the manifestation of the parabolic curve in all spear-casts becomes a 
matter of individual experience, as do the laws at work in the Trigonometry Main Lesson. 
Applying these in gauging the height of trees or buildings can help build trust in the power of 
thought. This balanced by a Crafts Programme, where any temptation to dwell in the realms 
of the abstract is countered by rigorous application in practice in the form of  
forging axe-heads in Metalwork, prints in Book-Binding,  glazed bowls in Pottery and 
wooden boxes with dove-tailed joints in Joinery. 

In Class 11 there is an emphasis in the Main Lesson programme on our relationship to our 
feeling life. The Romantic period is covered in Music, Art and Literature, and in the 
Parzival Main Lesson the students are guided in the rich pictures of this ancient legend 
through what one might call a soul landscape in which we encounter archetypes common to 
all of us in our biographies, and particularly confront the issue of authentic encounter with 



the other, a sense of our own mission or purpose in life, and the meaning of the 
experience of failure. In the Politics Main Lesson we explore the arts of persuasion and 
debate and how to give voice to what we find really matters to each of us, and how this 
translates into the democratic process. The practical aspect will often include meeting 
our MP and visiting the Houses of Parliament. The study of Projective Geometry introduces 
qualities of imagination combined with energetic thinking to the Euclidean Geometry with 
which we have been familiar until now: How can one think through the idea of parallel lines 
meeting at infinity? Once more this work is underpinned in the Art and Craft Programme 
by the practical aesthetics of casting rings in Silver-Work by the lost wax method, Book-
Binding and Pottery. In Eurythmy there is a study in movement of the moods and gestures 
associated with the planets. What the students develop through this process can be termed 
the faculty of ensouled judgement.

The final year, Class 12, sees a focus on the students’ own contribution to seminar-style 
Mian Lesson’s on new topics such as Economics, Philosophy, Modern Literature and Modern 
Art. Two major stage productions, one in the form a Eurythmy fairy tale and the other in 
drama enable the students to exercise choice and judgement in a way that is peculiar to 
each of them, having evolved out of the processes of the preceding 12 years. Looking ahead 
to the conclusion of this year in the Italy Trip, each student chooses to research their own 
contribution in the form of an artist’s biography, a particular work of art, a Renaissance 
building etc. to accompany the tour. Both then and in the preceding encounter with other 
Waldorf School leavers in a Class 12 Conference, the question will be encountered “What 
has all this meant to me in my development?” In doing so, the student will be exercising 
the newly-acquired faculty of individualised judgement.

The Way the Waldorf Curriculum supports the 
Development of Classes 9 – 12.

The driving force of education varies according to the age and stage of development of the 
pupils in question. In the Kindergarten the children aged 3 – 5 have, albeit unconsciously, a 
remarkable capacity for imitation. They look up at the caring adults in their environment 
and do what they are doing, the unspoken assumption being that it is good. The 
Kindergarten teachers are very conscious of the responsibility this entails for them of 
ensuring that their every gesture, their tone of voice, their facial expressions are all worthy 
of imitation at all times: filled with loving care for each other and their environment, with 
gratitude for what is given.

In the Lower School (aged 6 – 14) the active principle in the learning process moves 
gradually from imitation to acceptance of authority. The young children aged 6+ have now 
reached a stage of their development with the change of teeth where forces become 
available to them that enable them to store and retrieve things in their memory, and also 



to develop more manual dexterity. The relationship with their teacher is founded on the basis 
“here is a capable adult I can trust to introduce me to what I need to learn about, and who is 
committed to working with me for 8 years” – a profound bond of trust and respect. The 
leadership of the class teachers is underpinned by their ability to introduce the pupils to each 
aspect of the work with artistry: the child experiences each day that the world is beautiful.

A third stage of development is reached when puberty sets in and, in preparation for adult life 
and its responsibilities, the young person is increasingly entrusted with consciously 
taking a hand in her/his own education. One of the symbolic acknowledgements in our own of 
this change takes place in the confirmation service, during which responsibility for their inner 
lives is handed to the young people. For this s/he will need to develop powers of judgement, 
and this process stretches across the 4 years of the Upper School in the variety of subjects and 
activities the students encounter. The effective ingredient from the perspective of teacher and 
student lies in recognition of the teacher’s expertise in their field, and thus ability to support 
the increasing exercise of judgement on the part of the young person. The expectation of the 
teacher is that s/he will be fully conversant with the latest appropriate knowledge and skills 
and that the young person in their care can come freely to the conclusion “this is true”.

Questions and Answers
Pastoral 
Who will support my son / daughter with no Class Teachers in the Upper School?
We understand that students and their parents can feel that the end of the eight Class Teacher 
years brings a big change in the way they are supported. However, in the Upper School, we 
have a strong network to look after each student and their individual needs;

• Guardians : each class has one or two Guardians who hold the overview  for their 
students. They meet students for Registration each morning in the Dick Chester Studio, are 
often around the classroom at lunchtime and the end of the day and take the Guardian 
Lesson weekly with the whole class. Guardians are responsible for the pastoral well being of 
the students in their class, they co-ordinate option choice changes / concerns regarding 
student progress from teachers or parents and are the first point of contact with parents. 
Parent evenings are held termly; Guardians are likely to invite subject or Main Lesson teachers 
to talk about the class and their education in the Upper School. Guardian lessons cover 
subjects that the Guardians feel are appropriate for the class needs; they may be PSHEE linked 
or topics that the students request. 
We sometimes come together as an Upper School to hear from speakers across a wide variety 
of topics. Student Council are frequently given a slot to pass on and receive information.

• Tutors : each student in the Upper School has a personal Tutor. In Class 9, they meet 
weekly in groups of around 4-6. Students are allocated their groups. In Classes 10 -12, students 
are asked to choose up to three potential tutors and we do our best to ensure that they are 
placed with one of these. Weekly meetings may be in small groups, pairs or individually 



Main Lesson sample programme



according to need. Tutor sessions offer the opportunity to talk through any difficulties, 
review tracking and set personal aims for the half term. In the older classes, they may also 
include Careers Advice, Mentoring and Personal Statements for UCAS.

• Pastoral Care : We have a team of teachers who students or parents can go to to talk 
about any worries they may have – the up to date list is displayed in each classroom. We also 
can offer one to one sessions with a Counsellor in school time.

How much homework can we expect in the Upper School?
Students can expect regular homework, although the amount and regularity will vary across 
subjects. Some homework is ‘front loaded’ – reading or activities that prepare for the lesson 
to come. It is important that this is completed in order for all students to contribute fully in 
the lesson time. Other homework may be tasks / revising for tests that arise from work 
completed. Deadlines will be written by students in their planners and there may be 
sanctions (lunchtime detentions) given for non completion. Students are also expected to 
catch up on work missed if they are absent and it is their responsibility in the Upper School 
to be proactive in finding this out.
If students feel overloaded by homework timings then it is important that they talk to the 
teacher concerned / their tutor / Guardian so that we can make it manageable for them. 

Why is the school day so long?
In the Upper School, we are proud of the breadth of our curriculum, offering a full Waldorf 
education alongside the opportunity to complete up to 7 GCSEs. Inevitably, in order to allow 
breathing through academic / movement / creative subjects, we need time to fit this all in. 
We start at 08:10, with Registration for the whole Upper School in the Dick Chester Studio 
and end at 16:00, with a number of Sports clubs on offer after the end of the day. Students 
entering Class 9 sometimes feel tired with the extra lessons; however, with the ebb and flow 
between subjects and types of study, our experience is that this settles fairly soon.

What happens during Registration?
We gather as an Upper School to complete the registers. This is an opportunity to greet each 
student and check that all is going well for them. We say the morning verse together and give 
out any notices. It is also a chance to reflect upon happenings in the world, celebrate 
birthdays and occasionally hear from visiting speakers.

How different will it be for my son / daughter in Class 11 /12
Students moving into Class 11 frequently describe the difference in the ‘Mansion Years’ as 
very positive. The move to the Mansion allows greater connection between Classes 11 and 12, 
with a ‘college feel’. Students are taught in small groups, in a seminar environment, which 
prepares them well for what may come next if they choose to apply for university entrance. 
The atmosphere is less formal and students are encouraged to use the study space (with 
computers) for individual learning. The common room allows a certain freedom, but with this 
comes the responsibility to maintain the space and to respect those working elsewhere in the 



building. Our Exams Officer is based alongside students, offering the opportunity to ‘pop in’ 
for advice regarding UCAS and open days for courses.

Progress
This is all very unfamiliar to me ... how will I know how my son / daughter is doing?
In the Upper School, we have developed a tracking system that keeps students and parents 
informed about their progress throughout the year.

Parent Consultation Evenings : twice in Class 9 (beginning and end of year) and once in 
Classes 10 / 11/ 12, we hold Parent Consultation Evenings, where students and their parents 
meet with subject teachers for booked appointments (around 5 mins) to discuss progress.

Concerns / complaints
What do I do if I am unhappy with my son / daughter’s education in any way?
Obviously, in the Upper School, we hope that your experience at Michael Hall will be a 
positive one. However, we recognise that from time to time there are areas where you may 
feel concerned or even wish to make a complaint. In the first instance, this should be raised 
with your son / daughter’s Guardian/s (although you may prefer to speak to the Faculty 
Chair if it concerns them). All concerns and complaints are recorded to ensure that they are 
followed up and a satisfactory resolution reached. You will have the opportunity to have a 
meeting for us to hear your concerns and discuss ways to allay them. For our formal 
complaints procedure, please read the policy on our website. We are always grateful for 
feedback from parents; it is our sincere wish to improve and develop our education.
For further information, please contact the Faculty Chair.

Please make yourself aware of the Complaints Policy 
http://www.michaelhall.co.uk/policies



What our students say about the Upper School.
Class 10

 “Enabled me to voice strong opinions. Very rounded education. I am now open minded  

 and confident. Learning to listen. Loved it all.”

 “Class 10 was the best time in the school - I liked the independence in the Upper   

 School.”

 “We matured and pulled together to become a good family over 9 and 10.”

Class 12
 “I wouldn’t be the person I am now if hadn’t had this education.”

 “The education helps you to appreciate everything  ... it helps you to be confident and  

 flexible ... It always gives you a challenge.”

 “Big changes in self right through the Upper School – you gain and have more respect.”

 “We were treated as adults in the top years ... I don’t feel like a product.  We’re given  

 time to develop things.”

 “I know already that I will send my children to a Waldorf school.”

Other useful information

Attendance
Attendance and punctuality at school is important for the balanced education and develop-
ment of our students and we expect all students, who are fit and healthy, to attend school in 
term time, every day. We do all we can to encourage all students to attend and be punctual. 
A key factor in promoting good attendance is the development of positive attitudes towards 
school and schooling both within school and the home, and to this end we strive to make our 
school a safe, happy and rewarding place of learning. Parents are asked to ensure that stu-
dents arrive in school on time and not to take holidays during term time. The doors open at 
8am and students are expected to be in Registration ready to say the Morning Verse by 08:15. 
Registration formally closes at 8.30am. 

Gym Kit
Full Gym Kit Information: http://www.michaelhall.co.uk/gym-kits

School Rules and Clothing
Please make yourself aware of the Behaviour and School Rules Policy (which includes clothing 
Policy): http://www.michaelhall.co.uk/policies
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