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Dear Parents and Carers
Autumn is definitely upon us now, the sweet chestnut trees on site have produced
a bumper crop and it is lovely to see children foraging in the undergrowth discovering nature's bounty. I was particularly
warmed to hear from a Class 1 boy with his effusive description of the King and Queen of trees, the oak and beech. He went
to show me the 'real-time' germination of an acorn in his hand as he rushed off to plant it, in anticipation of having his own
oak tree.

A key part of the work of the Senior Leadership Team and Trustees is to produce and share a coherent School Development
Plan. Plans for the coming year form primarily out of necessity in terms of issues that threaten the normal operation of our
School. Compliance, the School’s financial position and meeting regulatory body expectations (Ofsted) being key priorities.
The Senior Leadership Team have proposed 4 main objectives for the academic year, each of which will have detailed plans,
timelines and costs associated. Completion of action plans, based upon these objectives, will be revisited regularly and
feedback given to stakeholders through Trustee sub-committees and community ‘press’ e.g. Friday Flier/website and
Principal’s letters.
Core objective
To develop the whole human being by addressing the head, heart and hands to ensure that the depth and breadth of the
Steiner Curriculum is the core of school life.
Objective 2
To meet the expectations of external regulatory bodies as a result of improved learning and teaching, providing consistent
approaches to monitoring and improving progress for learning and secure leadership at all levels.
Objective 3
To launch effective and appropriate marketing campaigns that draws new pupils to the School. To ensure that parents,
carers and families are well held, with concerns quickly addressed to aid retention of existing pupils.
Objective 4
To ensure the School’s financial security by embedding effective finance systems and processes that ensure transparency,
probity and best practice.
Warmest regards,
Paul Farr, Principal

Looking back in time. A beautiful etching of Kidbrooke Mansion, now Michael Hall School
Drawn by JP Neale
Engraved by JC Varrall

The need for imagination, a sense of truth and a
feeling of responsibility - these are the three forces which are the
very nerve of education. RUDOLF STEINER

Kindergarten - such a naturally, beautiful and calm environment.

Kindergarten.

Class 1 classrooms today. Animal leaf art, a blackboard drawing
and preparing for their handwork lesson and making their flute
cases.

Lot’s happening in Class 3

Thank you

Learning Support would like to thank
all the parents who responded to the
COVID questionnaire.

Beautiful
artwork by
Class 4b

This work is part of a wonderful project on Indigenous People by
Ellie Hunt in Class 7b during lockdown.

This work is part of a wonderful project on Indigenous People by
Ellie Hunt in Class 7b during lockdown.

Class 8b are studying Biology
Chicken Pox

There has been a confirmed case of Chicken Pox in the School. Chicken Pox is a mild and common
childhood illness, the incubation period is approximately 21 days and the person is contagious
from 1 to 2 days before the spots appear until the spots have crusted. Groups of people that are
most at risk of serious problems if they catch Chicken Pox are newborn babies, pregnant women
and those with a weakened immune system; therefore it is important, if your child has Chicken
Pox, to keep them at home while they are contagious and until all the spots have crusted.
Best wishes, First Aid Team

School Produce Stall

Classes 9 and 10 made some amazing produce with vegetables from the School Garden, which will be
on sale on a stall by the pick-up from 15:15 on Friday 16th October. Come and choose something from
Dried Tomatoes in Oil, Apple and Sage Butter, Carrot and Citrus Relish, Pickled Fennel and more. Prices
range from from £3.50 - £6.00. Andrew Lindsay
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We would like to celebrate with Ryushi Lindsay, who left
Michael Hall in 2013 to study film at Kings College
London. He now lives and works in Tokyo where he
currently has two very different films on the festival
circuit, Kokutai and Idol.
You can see ‘Kokutai’ online as part of the Spain Moving Images
Festival 2020.
You can see ‘Idol’ at the Asian American International Film Festival 2020 (US)
until October 11th and at the Aesthetica Short Film Festival 2020 (UK) in November.
See his interview on the link below.
https://genkinahito.wordpress.com/2020/10/07/an-interview-wtih-ryushi-linday-director-of-idol-2020and-kokutai-2019/
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King Charles 1
Blackboard drawing,
by Dan Skinner, Class 8b

This week’s Wellbeing Resources
Dana Williams, the author of the book 'Beyond the Golden Rule' which is designed to help parents teach their children to honor the differences within themselves and in others and to reject prejudice and
intolerance has shared an article with suggestions on how to have a conversation with your children and five actionable tips:
Be frank. Explain to kids the very real issues of racism and prejudice. While racism and prejudice aren’t factors in every incident, they certainly are factors in many. When your child has faced such an incident, don’t be afraid to name it.
Keep your cool. No one likes the idea of her child being exposed to an incident of racism or prejudice, and often, such incidents anger us greatly. But when parents are able to remain calm, children feel more comfortable turning to us when these
incidents arise.
Admit your own issues. We all struggle with prejudice, bias and stereotypes. Be honest with kids about your own issues and
how you work to overcome them. Not everyone who struggles with bias or
prejudice is “bad.” Knowing this can help kids grow to recognize their own biases and encourage them
to search for common ground with others.
Talk regularly. Don’t wait for an incident of racism or bias to occur before discussing such issues with kids. Look critically at
stereotypes and race issues in the media and in everyday life. Incorporate
discussions about such issues in day-to-day conversations.

FIVE ACTIONS TO TAKE AT HOME
Model it. Talking to your child about the importance of embracing difference and treating others with respect is essential, but
it’s not enough. Your actions, both subtle and overt, are what they will emulate.
Acknowledge difference. Rather than teaching children that we are all the same, acknowledge the many ways people are
different, and emphasize some of the positive aspects of our differences — language diversity and various music and cooking
styles, for example. Likewise, be honest about instances,
historical and current, when people have been mistreated because of their differences. Encourage your child to talk about
what makes him different, and discuss ways that may have helped or hurt him at times. After that, finding similarities becomes
even more powerful, creating a sense of common ground.
Challenge intolerance. If your child says or does something indicating bias or prejudice, don’t meet the action with silence.
Silence indicates acceptance, and a simple command — “Don’t say that” — is not enough. First try to find the root of the action
or comment: “What made you say that about Sam?” Then, explain why the action or comment was unacceptable.
Seize teachable moments. Look for everyday activities that can serve as spring-boards for discussion. School-age children
respond better to lessons that involve real-life examples than to artificial or staged discussions about issues. For example, if
you’re watching TV together, talk about why certain groups
often are portrayed in stereotypical roles.
Emphasize the positive. Just as you should challenge your child’s actions if they indicate bias or
prejudice, it’s important to praise him for behaviour that shows respect and empathy for others. Catch your child treating
people kindly, let her know you noticed, and discuss why it’s a desirable behaviour.

www.michaelhall.co.uk/safeguarding-and-wellbeing-resources-for-parents

This week’s Online Safety resources
As 'Alexa' has now become one of the most used voice assistants in the world, National Online Safety have released a safety
guide for all Parents and Carers to make sure that they are fully aware of the potential safety hazards to children whilst using
this technology.
Please head to the website to view the online safety guide.

www.michaelhall.co.uk/online-safety-resources-for-parents

60
THINGS

you will experience at
Michael Hall Steiner School
between the ages of 3 and 18,
alongside formal learning.

1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Make muesli and bread (age 3)
Make soup (age 3)
Make bread rolls (age 3)
Juice apples (age 3)
Make a fire (age 3)
Whittle sticks (age 3)
Receive a handmade gift from the
Class 12’s (age 7)
Make a skipping rope (age 6)
Learn to knit (age 7)
Learn to play the recorder, tenor,
base and treble base (age 7 up)
Learn German and French (age 7)
Learn to read and write (age 7 up)
Start steps to play the violin (age 8)
Make charcoal (age 8)
Learn to sight read music (age 9)

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.

Build bug hotels (age 9)
Make a jam sandwich (age 9)
Camp on a farm (age 9)
Sew your own gym kit bag (age 9)
Make a cross stitch cushion (age 9)
Build a dragon out of compost (age 9)
Learn to crochet a bag (age 9)
Grow vegetables for the School kitchen
(age 9, 15, 17)
Create an orchestra (age 10)
Walk to the South Coast (age 10)
Design and sew an animal (age 10)
Design and make oven gloves on an
old fashioned sewing machine (age 10)
Cook soup and bread for the whole
school (age 10)
Walk Hadrian’s Wall (Age 11)

Please like and share the above article from our Facebook page and Instagram account to help us
celebrate all the amazing things we do here and help us spread the positivity.
www.facebook/michaelhallsteinerschool & instagram.com/michaelhallschool
Thank you
To subscribe to this newsletter please see www.michaelhall.co.uk/friday-flier
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