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Dearest parents and carers
We made it! A term permeated with new experiences, adaptations to our daily
routines and thankfully happy children back at School learning and enjoying being part of our community. Our School has
managed a return which is true to our ethos whilst maintaining compliance - I thank everybody for their observance and
positive ‘can do’ attitudes in facilitating this. When we return after half term it will be important for us to keep to the routines
we have in place around hand washing and separate bubbles in particular. Children will be reminded of expectations whilst
in School and I would ask that to support our safe return after half term that we all continue to follow National guidelines.
Over the coming weeks I will take a particular aspect of the School Development Plan and describe some of the actions and
outcomes of ongoing work. As a reminder our objectives are as follows:
Core objective
To develop the whole human being by addressing the head, heart and hands to ensure that the depth and breadth of the
Steiner Curriculum is the core of school life.
Objective 2
To meet the expectations of external regulatory bodies as a result of improved learning and teaching, providing consistent
approaches to monitoring and improving progress for learning and secure leadership at all levels.
Objective 3
To launch effective and appropriate marketing campaigns that draws new pupils to the School. To ensure that parents,
carers and families are well held, with concerns quickly addressed to aid retention of existing pupils.
Objective 4
To ensure the School’s financial security by embedding effective finance systems and processes that ensure transparency,
probity and best practice.
A key component of our Core Objective involves William Forward leading a group of staff and trustees to review the delivery
of our Waldorf curriculum throughout School. This work will take the form of lesson walks, discussions with children and
parent feedback. Following this exercise, I would expect the group to be able to recommend further improvements and I will
share those in future editions.
I wish you all a well-deserved and blessed break this coming week and look forward to seeing the children back at School in
the new term.
Warmest regards
Paul Farr, Principal

Printmaking (Class 10)

In this Main Lesson Class 10 students will be
introduced to Printmaking within Fine Art.
Printmaking allows students to discover new
ways of creating artwork through methods
such as tracing to allow them to create more
‘successful’ representational artwork. It also
introduces them to non representational
artwork and graphic design to broaden their
horizons and allow them to engage in the
wider subject. During the lessons students will
start to understand the process and history of
Printmaking within Fine Art, they will be able to
take this knowledge and apply it to their own
artwork. They will also be able to apply the
principles of intaglio printmaking (etching) to
their artwork and use mark-making to
transform a photo into a print.
Students will understand the principles behind
the screen printing process. They will use the
concept of Word Art to communicate a
message within a print inspired by the prints
of Corita Kent.
See more photos taken by Jo West in the
lesson, below.
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Class 10 Metalwork

Class 10 have been forging pokers and toasting forks. In Class 9 they work with copper, which they
heat and then cool to work with it, in ironwork they heat it and work with it while it’s hot.
There’s a saying in the forge:
COURAGE AND PRESENCE OF MIND
IS THE NAME OF THE GAME WHEN WORKING IN THE FORGE.
COURAGE
TO HEAT THE IRON ENOUGH TO MAKE IT PLIABLE
PRESENCE OF MIND
NOT TO OVERHEAT IT AND BURN IT.

Class 10 even got to make some
cheeky toasted marshmallows,
which cooked in seconds!

A lovely autumn morning at
Michael Hall today

Lost Property arrangements:

With this changeable weather, coats, jumpers and hats are being discarded in all manner of interesting
places! Should you find your child has something missing, in the first instance please ask your child (or
their teacher in the case of younger ones), to have a look. If they have no luck, please contact us in
Reception and we will do our best to find the missing item.
Places to look:
There are some display pegs and a basket outside the First Aid room for the Lower School, there is a
large basket on the upper landing of the Middle School building, the Lost Property cupboard in the
Mansion for Class 10 onwards and a basket rack next to the office in the Gym for sportswear.
Wishing you all a happy and restful half-term, Maria and Helen School Reception

School Produce Stall

Classes 9 and 10 made some amazing produce with vegetables from the School Garden, which will be
on sale on a stall by the pick-up from 15:15 on Friday 23rd October. Come and choose something from
Dried Tomatoes in Oil, Apple and Sage Butter, Carrot and Citrus Relish, Pickled Fennel and more. Prices
range from from £3.50 - £6.00. Andrew Lindsay

This week’s Online Safety resources

What is... CYBERBULLYING AND ONLINE HARASSMENT?
Cyberbullying is any form of bullying which takes place online. This can be done over smartphones, tablets, online
gaming, chat forums, social and other media. Cyberbullying itself is not against the law but if the content is
threatening then it could be illegal.
Online harassment is the act of sending offensive, rude, and insulting messages and being abusive. If someone
purposefully sends your child offensive messages that make them feel scared, it could be illegal.
Concerned about online bullying or harassment for your child? What people call ‘bullying’ is sometimes an
argument between two people. But if someone is repeatedly cruel, that’s bullying and they must not blame
themselves. No one deserves to be treated cruelly.
S- Screenshot any offensive or harassing messages: If your child receives offensive or harassing messages make
sure your child screenshots them or saves them so you have a record of what was said.
M - Make sure your privacy settings are set so only people known and trusted to your child can see what you post:
Your privacy settings are there to help. If there are good privacy settings it prevents people seeing information you
don’t want them to see. Good privacy settings could include, for example, only allowing family members and
chosen friends to see the content. Make sure all social media accounts have their privacy settings reviewed. This
will help to stop any unwanted messages coming through or people using information on social media against
your child.
A - Avoid further communication with or retaliation to those sending the messages.
R - Report the incident(s) to internet service providers’ websites and social media sites.
T - Talk to a parent, carer, teacher or friend: If your child has a concern make sure they speak to someone.
If your child is using a public computer (eg. at a library, internet cafe, computer shop, or even a shared computer
at home or school) make sure they know how to sign out of the device and any accounts each time they finish
their session. That will help them protect their privacy.
Don’t share your password with anyone!
Remind your child to not disclose their password not even to their closest friends, who may not be close forever.
Password-protect their phone so no one can use it to impersonate them. Avoid further communication - If
they are getting messages that are offensive, ask them not to reply or retaliate to the comments. Sometimes a
reaction is what aggressors are looking for because they think it gives them power - you don’t want to empower a
bully. It might only make things worse or get your child in trouble. Report - It is important that any messages that
are received are reported straight away. If any messages are received via social media, messages can be
reported directly to the site itself. Most social media platforms give you options for reporting or flagging content
that breaches their user guidelines.
The website ThinkuKnow has guidelines on how to block, report and change privacy settings on social media.
thinkuknow.co.uk If you are receiving messages by text, instant messaging service or games console you can often
block a phone number or block a contact/person. This will prevent them being able to message your child. You can
also find out your internet service provider and report the content to them.
Tell someone!
Bullying and harassment can be hard to talk about but no child should deal with it alone. If your child is being
bullied make sure they tell someone especially if this is happening at School.
We are always here to help and support you.

www.michaelhall.co.uk/online-safety-resources-for-parents
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