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Dearest Parents and Carers
As the year comes to a close, the festival of Advent celebrates the birth of a new Christian
year and describes 'the coming of an important person or event'. Over the coming weeks we
prepare for a celebration which in past time was used to fast and for personal restoration. It
celebrates moving from the darkness of Michaelmas to the Divine Light of Christmas, so this
year in particular, a focus on the inner journey seems all the more important whilst we are
invariably occupied by the business of the outer preparations. Advent begins this Sunday on
St Andrew's Day - a saint renowned for his selflessness and also marks the start of a period
of reflection in search of redemption with Christmas as the destination. As we move through
advent the light of the candles increases, the symbolism of the bright fire of the human spirit
rising and gradually enlightens the path for others - this is the reality of the Advent deed.
I gives me great pleasure and comfort
to be able to connect with you again in
person as we drop off and pick up our
children. I look forward to this time of
day most and enjoy the time spent
speaking to you as parents and
interacting with the community.
Warmest regards,
Paul Farr, Principal

London Mozart Players

Towards the end of the half-term week, the London Mozart Players released videos for younger
people of Roald Dahl's Little Red Riding Hood and Three Little Pigs set to music by Paul Patterson. Back
in September, I had great fun recording these with the amazing Polly Ives and a wonderful group of
musicians from the LMP, though spending a warm, but windy day working inside the Glass House at
Syon Park did have its challenges...
The preview video: LMP Classical Club -ft. Mr Rolton can be seen here :
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t9p2aUehGL4
Should you decide to access the full video, you can do so here:
https://www.londonmozartplayers.com/classicalclub/
Ticket Office Tickets for children are £5.
If you decide to purchase a season pass, please add the Michael Hall code in the referral box
MICHHALLas music at Michael Hall benefits each time the code is used.
The concerts are only available until 1st December, the last one being streamed from 15th November,
Happy watching!
Julian Rolton, Music Teacher

Funeral - Ted (John) Roberts

His funeral will take place at the Kent & Sussex Crematorium in Tunbridge Wells on Friday 4th
December 2020 at 12.00pm.
Sadly, given the current restrictions on funeral numbers, we are unable to have you all there.
However, we would like to invite you to say farewell and watch the Funeral Cortege as it drives along the
Hartfield Road, Forest Row, at approximately 11.05am on Friday 4 December.
We will be driving behind to accompany Dad on his final journey to the Chapel, and if you can make it,
we would love to see you there.
Best wishes, Susanna & Oliver & Richard

Michael Hall Parents

Dear Parents,
We are really appreciating our weekly canteen Zoom sessions. Not only have they been an opportunity
to connect with one another but they have also offered some very thought provoking conversations.
Please feel warmly welcome to join us.
When? Every Friday
Where? At 9am from the comfort of your own homes
How? Via this Zoom link
https://zoom.us/j/2227769668
You can find more details about the work of Michael Hall Parents on the School website and do
get in touch if you are interested in joining the holding team
Please also see link below for further engagement and interactions:
“The Hive: for Michael Hall Parents”
https://www.facebook.com/groups/333955204172665/?ref=share

Advent Spiral

Despite the strange times in
which we live, Classes 1 and 2
will go ahead with the Advent
Spiral, although it will be held outdoors. On
Wednesday December 9th in lessons 6 and 7 the
classes will gather around the Advent Spiral in the woods behind
the Mansion, to do an abbreviated version of the Advent Play, as
well as to sing some songs. Each child will have their own moment
to walk into the spiral in reverence, to kindle their light from the
central candle, and to spiral out again—symbolizing them carrying
the light within them through the dark night of winter.

Class 1 Form Drawing in the frost

Beautiful art and a
very happy cat playing
with a chord made by
Rafi in Class 1.

Class 2b
This week Class 2 have enjoyed starting their play practice for the Advent
Spiral. They have also been remembering what they have learnt about
Place Value.
The class have also had fun welcoming a wormery into our School
garden and look forward to making compost.

Class 7a have been playing the the board games they created as projects
during the School closure.

Sdhori Jett’s design

Gloria Purdy’s design

Charles Pond’s design

Textiles unit within A-level Fine Art

The A-level students started by exploring ways
of creating background and colour on fabric,
looking at techniques such as shibori
dyeing, acetone transfer and etching. They
then looked at the work of Cas Holmes for
inspiration. Lastly they constructed their
pieces exploring composition and working
with free machine embroidery and hand
sewing to add detail.

Silver work

This week’s Online Safety resources
Black Friday is upon us!
The ‘Black Friday’ periods sees the highest number of emails flying across the ether than at
any other time of year. The means that not only are there millions of legitimate emails, but
the scammers also send out their flurries too.
We are all vulnerable, but children, perhaps teenagers especially might be ‘secretly’ buying
presents online for the first time. Reminders about safe buying online would be very timely.
The National Cybersecurity Centre has a Suspicious Email Reporting Service (SERS) where
you can send emails you are concerned about.
The message might be from a company you don’t normally receive communications from,
or someone you do not know. You may just have a hunch. If you are suspicious, you should
report it. Your report of a phishing email will help to protect many more people from being
affected.
Just forward the email to: report@phishing.gov.uk
You can find more advice about online security here:
https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/section/information-for/individuals-families

www.michaelhall.co.uk/online-safety-resources-for-parents

This week’s Wellbeing Resources
Happiness’s December Calendar
With the start of December nearly upon us and the year of 2020 having been so difficult
in such a variety of ways for each and every one of us. It's good to remember at this time
of year something that is within all of us, and that is kindness. This is the theme for Action
for ‘Happiness's December Calendar’, every day a new suggestion for each of us to try and
spread a little love for each other. It is clear that we cannot always control the
circumstances we find ourselves in, so let's take back the control that we do have
and make a kinder impact this December.

www.michaelhall.co.uk/safeguarding-and-wellbeing-resources-for-parents

To subscribe to this newsletter please see www.michaelhall.co.uk/friday-flier
Kidbrooke Park, Priory Road, Forest Row, East Sussex, RH18 5JA - Registered charity number 307006

