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Dearest Parents and Carers

Our final School Newsletter of a truly eventful 
2020! I will write a final letter next week but would 
like to reflect on some of our Advent celebrations. 

I was delighted to be able to join Classes 1 and 
2 for their enchanting Advent Spiral held in the 
woods behind the Mansion. My thanks go to 
Vanessa King, Mara Lane and Sophie Chisholm for 
holding this so well.

This week I have been honoured to be taking 
Class 7b for their Chemistry Main Lesson and 
have really enjoyed the time in the classroom. 

Today we had our Advent Festival of Music, which 
brought the year to a fitting close. 

We have been overwhelmed with gratitude from 
parents in response to the email I sent with the 
report from the latest inspection. Thank you to all 
those parents who have written in to congratulate 
and thank the Senior Leadership Team, staff and 
myself for all the hard work in getting the School 
to such a positive outcome, these emails really 
are gratefully received.  

I am pleased that arrangements for thanking our 
staff are in full swing despite adjustments to the 
norm. The thought that we would need to 
quarantine a hamper is definitely a new 
experience for me that reflects the adaptability 
and resilience demonstrated by our entire school 
community – for this I am forever thankful. 

Warmest regards, 
Paul Farr, Principal



Advent Festival of Music 2020
Sorry that we were unable to accommodate parents at the Advent Festival of Music this year,

you were greatly missed.   
Please see below the Programme for the Festival and a video of crafts/blackboards and the 

music will follow next week. 

Classes 6, 7,  8,  9,  10, 11 and 12  Magnificat     Taizé

Community Carol    The First Nowell    Trad. arr. David Willcocks

Classes 7 recorders    Two Christmas Carols   arr. Fynes-Clinton

Class 6     Star Carol     John Rutter

Classes 6, 7 and 8    Interlude and This Little Babe 
     from 'Ceremony of Carols'   Benjamin Britten
     Harp: Cosima Bentley (Cl.8)

Community Carol    God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen  Trad. arr. D. Willcocks

Classes 9 and 10    Entre le bœuf et l’âne gris   French Trad.
     The Water of Tyne    Eng. Folk song. arr. Michael Neaum

Middle School Orchestra   The Ashgrove     Trad. Arr. Stone
     Two Celtic Dances

Community Carol    O Little Town of Bethlehem   Trad. arr.Benoy

Lilly Clark (Cl.12)    Méditation from Thaïs   Massenet

Classes 11 and 12    Away in a Manger    Trad. Normandy tune
     Locus Iste A.Bruckner

Community Carols    Hark! the Herald Angels Sing  Mendelssohn arr. Willcocks  
     O Come, All Ye Faithful   arr. Willcocks



These are the childrens slippers waiting for Saint Nicholas giftsSt Nicholas rides through the stary night
Gallops along on his hourse so white
Coming from heaven he comes to say

The Christ child now is on his way.
St Nicholas, please fill my little shoes

I have tried to be good the whole year through
For your white horses a whisp of hay

Then to the stars he rides away
 

Kindergarten



Kindergarten nature table - 
Mary’s star path

Christmas decorations made 
by children in Kindergarten



2nd Advent on Monday

Class 1 outdoor activities



Crafts made in Afternoon Club (Classes 1 and 2)



Chanukah
It was the first day of 
Chanukah on 
Wednesday and Class 
3 lit a Menorah on loan 
from Orit), learning 
a Hebrew song and 
dance and playing 
Dreidel and Marianne 
told the class the story 
of Moses. 

Menorah

Dreidel

Class 3 crafts



Class 3 art



Classes 6&7 have begun planning their gardens and learning about crop rota-
tion.  We look at the 4 elements, their associated plant parts, and allocate what we 
want to grow accordingly.  This will then be translated into areas of the garden.  Of 
course each plant has all parts, this is simply based on what plant part will be eaten.  
The next step will be to subcategorise into plant families.  
Kira Orsak, Gardening Teacher

Two Stars Amongst Our Staff
Our very own Music Teacher is going to play on BBC Radio 3's In Tune programme 

on Monday 14th December. He, his wife Nicoline and a cellist will play for a 
wonderful actor called Tama Matheson who is telling A Christmas Carol. 

Radio 3 want just an excerpt, but that week they are performing the whole 
production at Trinity School in Croydon and The Fidelio Orchestra Café 

https://fideliorchestracafe.com/whats-on/london-mozart-players-a-christmas-carol



Spanish
In Spanish students have been learning some 
traditional Christmas carols. Class 1 has been 
learning a Christmas carol that is typical of Venezuela.
It is called 'Mi burrito sabanero', meaning 'My little 
donkey from the Savannah'. It was written by the 
Venezuelan composer Hugo Blanco in 1972. 
Class 1 has really enjoyed singing this carol.  
Listen to the song by typing the link below into 
YouTube:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lJawRaON8h0  

Classes 7 have been learning a traditional Christmas 
carol from Spain. It is called 'Los peces en el río', meaning 
'The fishes in the water'. It is believed that it might have 
originated in the 15th century, and has strong Arabic influences. 
This Christmas carol was taught to Class 7 last year, and the feedback that I have received has 
been really positive. 
Listen to the song here: - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9w8HNsAtHAY

Classes 8 and above have been learning a different carol called 'El camino que lleva a Belén', which 
translates as 'The path that leads to Bethlehem'. Originally written in 1941 by the American 
composer Katherine Davis, and known as 'Carol of the Drum'. It has been translated into Spanish 
and other languages.   
Listen to the song here: - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bv0V3muGeFo
Ingrid Lidberg, Spanish Teacher

Dear Parents,

We look forward to meeting you again on Friday 8th January 2021.  
Please feel warmly welcome to join us. 

When? Every Friday 
Where? At 9am from the comfort of your own homes

How? Via this Zoom link
https://zoom.us/j/2227769668

You can find more details about the work of Michael Hall Parents on the School website and do 
get in touch if you are interested in joining the holding team

Please also see link below for further engagement and interactions:
“The Hive: for Michael Hall Parents”

https://www.facebook.com/groups/333955204172665/?ref=share

Michael Hall Parents









Seasonal Medley - Old Scholar
There is a seasonal medley that will have you tapping your toes, humming along  and 
grinning from ear to ear on the School website (under news posts). Philharmonia 
cellist and Waldorf alumni, Alex Rolton has put together a string of well-known tunes 
in a big-band style that suggests more instruments being involved than just a single 
cello. Do share and spread the cheer. Happy Christmas to all!
Julian Rolton (and proud father) 

Our Mansion 
Christmas tree
With thanks to 
Alan from the 

Christmas Tree 
store, outside the 
Brambletye, who 
kindly donated it.  

Parent Code of Conduct
Dear Parents and Carers
Please make yourselves aware of the new Parent Code of Conduct Policy on the 
School website. 
Warm regards
Liz James
Business Manager



County Lines Game App
A new game for both apple and android phones has recently been launched. The game play is 
based on running a County Line and players have to build up points by making drug deliveries, 
staying in trap houses and outrunning the police.
Although the game may be in poor taste, it doesn’t seem to be as risky as it sounds. The e-safety 
advisor, Alan Mackenzie, has downloaded the game. He says it is ‘a very poor 1980’s 2D graphic 
depiction of a character being chased by a police officer. There are no communications features 
in it (despite reports that people are able to chat and concerns over the risk of grooming - which is 
non existent)’.
As ever the challenge for all of us is in ensuring that we keep a balance between being aware of 
risks, whilst at the same time not sparking a surge of interest from the young 
people we aim to protect.
Alan Mackenzie’s e-safety website and resources can be found here: 
https://www.esafety-adviser.com
Alan is a founding member of the Association of Adult and Child Online Safety Specialists (AACOSS) 
who aim to ensure the delivery of high-quality education, advice and support to all schools and 
organisations around online safety – keeping children and adults safer online.

TikTok Update Parental Controls with Family Pairing Feature (SWGfL)
TikTok is used by many teenagers and sometimes children younger than that 13 despite its terms 
and conditions. Using the new Family Pairing feature can allow parents to guide their child’s TikTok 
experience in a safer way. Features include:
Search: Decide what can be searched for. This includes content, users, hashtags, or sounds
Screen Time Management: Sets how long your teen can spend on TikTok each day
Discoverability: Decide on the account being private (you decide who can see their content) or 
public (anyone can search and view content)
To find out more information about TikTok’s Family Pairing feature go to: 
https://swgfl.org.uk/magazine/tiktok-update-parental-controls-with-family-pairing-feature/

YoungMinds Crisis Messenger
Although 2020 has seen an increase in mental health issues for many of our young students, 
Christmas can often bring extra stresses. It is often a time where support services can be closed, or 
the strategies young people use to alleviate anxieties may be unavailable such as one to one sup-
port.

Young Minds has a Crisis Messenger service which provides free, 24/7 crisis support across the UK. 
Young people can access the text-message based service by texting YM to 85258.
The Crisis Messenger service can help with urgent issues such as:
  suicidal thoughts abuse or assault
  self-harm bullying
  relationship issues
The text is free and anonymous – although if the volunteer believes there is immediate risk of 
harm, they may share details with people who can provide support.
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/get-urgent-help/youngminds-crisis-messenger

www.michaelhall.co.uk/safeguarding-and-wellbeing-resources-for-parents

This week’s Online Safety resources
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This week’s Wellbeing Resources

www.michaelhall.co.uk/online-safety-resources-for-parents


