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Dearest Parents and Carers,

In the blink of an eye, we find ourselves in the fourth week of remote learning, we are navigating 
Zoom and all its fun features and managing home classrooms with aplomb. The recent 
announcements seem to suggest that the earliest we will be able to re-open is March 8th. 
We will be planning for this whilst continuing to ensure that the remote learning offer remains 
interesting and engaging.

I am delighted to see a wide range of content: activity packs with craft activities and Candlemas 
tasks delivered to you and a range of head; heart and hand work being encouraged.
As we near Candlemas, I am aware that class teachers, in particular will be celebrating this with the 
children.

I would like to thank you for your continued support, the engagement on face-to-face contact both 
with children and parents is the integral to nurturing our community during these times of 
isolation.

I wish you all a blessed Candlemas for Tuesday.

Warmest regards, Paul Farr



Ice Crafts Made by Frida and Marianne 
Romeo

Made by staff



Class 2b

Hannah - The King of Ireland's Son gathering feathers

Alexia- Form drawing and writing 



Class 2b

Noah - Picture of 
The Old Sage from 
The King of Ireland's 
Son

Daniel - Picture of The Old 
Sage from The King of 
Ireland's Son



Class 3



Class 3



Class 7a Africa project by Raphael Marcus



Class 7a

Africa project by Sophie 
Wynne



Class 7a
Africa project by Tash Hope



Class 8a
Class 8a work from their Main Lesson about Native America. 

Totem Pole from the North West 
Coast tribes, by Sarah Muir



Class 8a Charcoal portrait of a Native American mother and child by Sarah  
Muir. 



Class 8a Totem Pole by Rosie 
Soulieman



Class 8a

By Cosimo



Class 8a

East and West of (America) the USA 
 
The East coast of America is bordered by the Atlantic Ocean. It was here that many ships arrived 
to New York, bringing thousands of poor people from Europe. The West, bordered by the Pacific 
Ocean, was a place for mountain men, or Europeans who had lived in America for generations and 
were yearning for adventure. These people felt as if they were native to the country and were ready 
for a life positioned beyond the safety of a city.  
 
In the East, immigrants were arriving from Europe all the time, leaving behind poverty and hoping 
to begin a better, new life. In the West, otherwise known as the wild west, gold discoveries were 
made, driving hundreds of thousands of white, American citizens into a frenzy, also known as ‘the 
gold rush’. It was very difficult to travel as far as from one end of the continent to the other side 
with the technology this era provided.  
 
In the West, people were taking up the challenge to begin a new life from scratch, with no infra-
structure yet in place. This involved adventure and opportunity. In the East, it was easy to get a job 
because cities, such as New York, had already been built. The comforts of 19th century modern, 
city - life was homely to these European immigrants. 
 
Over three successive centuries, California experienced three major “Gold Rushes”. When the gold 
was discovered by white men who had travelled to the West in search of adventure, this exciting 
news was soon rumoured all the way across the country, right to the east and New York. The dis-
covery of this precious metal happened about two decades before it had been possible to build a 
railway. Afterwards, a railway was built from the East end of the continent all the way to the West, 
which was a major feat of engineering because of the height of the mountains. 
 
The actual “gold” rush took place in the 19th century. The second "gold rush" began in the 20th 
century, with an immigration of hopeful and ambitious Americans arriving in Hollywood, and the 
area around Los Angeles. This was because of the film industry, a brand-new invention that was 
incredibly popular right from the start. It made many people into millionaires. In the 21st century, 
many skilled workers migrated to “Silicon Valley”, in California, (so named because of the silicon 
chips used in computers which were made there). These were the pioneers of modern technology, 
who have also become millionaires. In the East, meanwhile, the car factories which had previously 
been very successful, highlighting the new age, closed, and the “steel belt” became a “rust belt”, 
causing a lot of poverty and hardship. The steel belt is a chain of steel foundries and car factories 
belting the north eastern part of the USA, especially in Michigan and Pennsylvania. 
 
 
NORTH & SOUTH of (AMERICA) the USA 
 
In contrast to the South of the USA, people from the North had an earlier insight into how wrong 
it was to enslave Native Americans, or in fact anybody, although to us this insight might not seem 
to have come early enough. The South was a region of white farmers who kept black slaves which 
they “required” to keep their farms going. The farmers grew crops which required a hot climate, 
such as sugar cane and cotton, which could only be grown in the Southern part of the country. 
These European farmers didn’t want to have to labour in such heat, bending over to pick the crops 
for hours and hours, so they forced the black slaves who had been shipped over from Africa to do 
it. The economy of their states was dependent on the cotton and sugar for success. This resulted 
in the American Civil War, with the Northerners fighting the Southerners for the freedom of their 
opponents’ slaves. 

By Rosie Souleiman



By Salenah



Class 8a Class 8b
Benjamin Franklin 
by Elly Hunt

Biographical study of 
Thomas Paine by Elly Hunt



Class 8a essays on ecosystems

COMMUNITIES OF LIFE 
by Ben Issacs

An ecosystem is an interdependent network of life and its environment. The carnivores 
keep the animals below them in balance. Herbivores make sure the plants don’t over 
run everything and in turn when the animals and plants die they read the soil ready for 
the next generation. A healthy ecosystem has balance between carnivores, herbivores 
and plants. 

A healthy ecosystem should be bursting with many different species of plants and 
animals, stressed ecosystems become less biodiverse which only boosts the decline 
of species. Within an ecosystem there are biological niches which are the position of a 
species in an ecosystem and the environment it needs to survive. Keystone species are 
the animals with have the largest impact on an ecosystem. For example, wolves; when 
they were eradicated in Scotland, deer began to breed in enormous numbers, with no 
wolves to eat them the ate everything other animals began to die out because of the 
changing environment and eventually there is little left. 

Today humans live outside of their ecosystems. As we evolved, we created mechanisms 
to overcome  predators which would naturally be higher in the ecosystem than us and 
thus distanced ourselves from other animals. Humans can harm ecosystems very 
easily and often by accident. When species are introduced to new places, just like 
disease, where they were not dangerous at home they can become a disaster. One 
pregnant rabbit changed a tropical island to a desert. The complications of introducing 
species are enormous and in most cases it ends in disaster.

When we think of caring for nature, we must consider the whole ecosystem not just 
one animal or plant. Living in synchronicity with ecosystem is probably also the future, 
although we have distanced ourselves for the ecosystems we cannot survive without 
them. Before modern society people lived in harmony with their surroundings. In 
Europe this hasn’t been the case for many, many years but in some places around the 
world tribes continued to practice their ways until much more recently. in north 
America, for example, the native peoples lived in harmony with the land, using every 
part of the animals they killed, tending to their surroundings and never tipping the 
environment out of balance. When western colonizers came to North America they 
destroyed the culture and practices of these peoples and over many years their 
practices was were largely eradicated. In a few remote places tribal life still exists, 
always struggling to survive and on the verge of extinction but still alive. Will this be the 
model of life we attempt to simulate in the future or will we lose touch with the age old 
ways of the tribes people? in any case we have a lot to learn from them even if we don’t 
resort to living in the wild.



Selected Consequences of Weather Phenomena and Water Shed in the USA
by Finley Thomson-O’Brien

Because the USA is so large, many parts get different types of weather and rainfall. 
Some areas are arid, others are lush and fertile. The rain first comes from the 
evaporation and condensation from forests, rivers and seas. Water can only flow 
down and is dictated how to flow by the lie of the land. Due to the location of the 
mountains in the USA the water’s journey to the ocean can vary in length 
depending on what side of the mountain rain falls on. For example, rain falling on the 
west side of the Rockies has a relatively short journey into rivers and into the Pacific 
Ocean. Rain falling on the east side of the Rockies has an extremely long journey to 
the ocean. Water gradually joining rivers such as the Mississippi and Missouri which 
reach the sea at the Gulf of Mexico. The Mississippi is the USA and North America’s 
longest river with a length of 3320 miles.

In dry areas of the United States, Oklahoma for example, people who settled and 
started farming, intensively worked their fields, ploughing a big percentage of their 
land. This caused the 1930s ‘Dust Bowl’. Due to a prolonged dry period the wind blew 
the (intensively ploughed) topsoil into what looked like storm clouds. The wind 
eventually deposited the soil in large amounts burying farm equipment and 
blanketing towns. Where the fertile soil blew away the land was baron and useless for 
growing crops. Since the Dust Bowl of the 1930s the US government passed 
legislation making farmers leave a certain percentage of their land to grass to 
prevent a dust bowl like event of the 1930s.

The Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean Sea have their own weather systems and climate 
causing storms and hurricanes each summer. To be classed as a hurricane the wind 
speed must be over 100mph for a prolonged amount of time. In July 2005 hurricane 
Katrina hit the city of New Orleans located on the Mississippi delta. The incredibly 
strong winds damaged buildings. The hurricane also brought a large amount of 
rainfall in a short period of time causing the Mississippi to burst its banks and 
flooding the city of New Orleans. To this day, some of the residents of the city, who 
had their homes destroyed, still do not to have a house. Is this acceptable over 15 
years later in one of the richest countries in the world?

We human beings, are greedy even when it comes to water. For example, the city of 
Los Angeles is located within southern California near a desert. The only way people 
can live in large numbers in Los Angeles is because of the Colorado river. The wealthy 
residents want their mansion gardens to be lush and green thus using more than 
their fair share of water from the river. This means when the Colorado river flows into 
Mexico, there is little water for the famers who rely on the river to provide water for 
their crops.

These examples illustrate the necessity to preserve our limited natural resources, 
such as water. We must take only what we need and act in a sustainable manner with 
finite resources. Is it right for people to waste water when others depend on water 
for livelihoods? We all need to remember no one can survive without water.



Class 11 have spent the last 2 weeks exploring the question, 'What is drawing in art?', Daniel Xu has 
completed this brilliant double page in his sketchbook. He is exploring the contrast of perfection and 
imperfection focusing on watches and jewellery.



Class 11 Daniel Xu



Class 12 



VIRTUAL CANTEEN INVITATION

You are warmly invited to attend the “virtual canteen” meeting space. A space where we can connect 
with fellow parents in this time apart. It’s an open space to bring whatever is current with regards to 

you or your child’s journey through the school. Conversations are informal and please feel to join late 
or leave early. All are welcome and we would love to see you there. 

Run and hosted by “Michael Hall Parents”, 
Steve, Hannah, Christopher and Maria. 

Date: Every Thursday evening
Time: 20:00
Zoom link: 

https://zoom.us/j/2227769668

For more info:
https://michaelhall.co.uk/michael-hall-parents-group/

Michael Hall Parents



This week’s Wellbeing Resources
Anxiety
We can experience anxiety at different levels and intensities, throughout the day's weeks and months, 
and at times it can feel really uncomfortable and scary. A helpful strategy is becoming aware of what 
level our anxiety is at. If we can develop an understanding of our anxiety or worries, then this is the first 
step in learning strategies to manage or cope better. Anxiety may be triggered by different situations, 
and so using this tool can also help us recognize what situations make us feel more anxious or 
worried than others. This attached picture may be a useful tool to print out and stick on the wall for 
young children, who may not be able to speak about how they're feeling but show you how they're 
feeling and what they are experiencing day to day.



YoungMinds Crisis Messenger
Although 2020 has seen an increase in mental health issues for many of our young students, Christmas 
can often bring extra stresses. It is often a time where support services can be closed, or the strategies 
young people use to alleviate anxieties may be unavailable such as one to one support.

Young Minds has a Crisis Messenger service which provides free, 24/7 crisis support across the UK. 
Young people can access the text-message based service by texting YM to 85258.
The Crisis Messenger service can help with urgent issues such as:
  suicidal thoughts    abuse or assault
  self-harm bullying
  relationship issues
The text is free and anonymous – although if the volunteer believes there is immediate risk of harm, 
they may share details with people who can provide support.
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/get-urgent-help/youngminds-crisis-messenger

www.michaelhall.co.uk/safeguarding-and-wellbeing-resources-for-parents

To subscribe to this newsletter please see www.michaelhall.co.uk/newsletter
Kidbrooke Park, Priory Road, Forest Row, East Sussex, RH18 5JA - Registered charity number 307006

This week’s Online Safety resources

www.michaelhall.co.uk/safeguarding-and-wellbeing-resources-for-parents

National online safety have launched a brand-new app. It's time to get #onlinesafetysavvy.
Children are spending more time than ever online. As adults, we need to do everything
we can to keep them safe in the digital world. But with new apps, games and
platforms emerging every day, how can you stay in the know?
That's why National Online Safety have created an app. Created by experts but developed by 
them.
With all online safety knowledge available at your fingertips, the NOS app empowers parents and
teachers to understand and address online safeguarding risks – anytime, anywhere.
The world’s most comprehensive online safety app, it’s packed with insightful courses, explainer
videos, webinars and guides on topics that will help you protect the kids you care about
when they’re online.

You can download on the apple app store 
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/national-online-safety/id1530342372 

or get it on Google Play 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.co.nationaleducationgroup.nos


