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Dearest Parents and Carers,

Candlemas was celebrated throughout our community this week, the coming of new life and light 
evident in the spring bulbs beginning to blossom. Class 7b turned their hands to some baking and 
it was delightful to be able to share pictures, videos and ‘real time’ tasting virtually, over a zoom 
session. We have now added a number of other subjects to our remote learning offer and I am 
pleased to see videos and direction from the gym department, handwork and outdoor activities. 
Class have been working on creating an ebook which will be available for parents to download with 
cost donated to charity - I look forward to reading it. 

I will write at length next week detailing arrangements for our return to school and plans for the 
remainder of the Spring Term. I intend to continue to share aspects of the School Development 
Plan and current readiness for future inspections along with updates on the financial aspects of 
the School. 

It has been lovely to see some sunshine today it certainly lifts the spirits, I wish you a restful week-
end.

Warmest regards, Paul Farr

Class 9 have produced an eBook of short stories about the environment, social media and 
their futures. They are hoping to support Kangaroo, a charity they have chosen for the 
reasons below. The book will be released on Monday 8th February and the link will be 
shared on the Michael Hall website along with a reminder in the School 
Newsletter again next week. Please support Class 9 with their lovely gesture. 

Kangaroos is a charity that helps children and young people with learning disabilities find 
opportunities to have a good social and be independent and boost self-esteem. Kangaroos 
has supported 207 members; ran 520 clubs and they also have provided 1,778 hours of fun 
activities. In 2019 Kangaroos had their 25th anniversary. That year they celebrated by having 
an overnight trip to Disney land in Paris. If you donate £10 you could fund one hour of care, 
£25 your money will buy a sensory toy for a child with complex medical needs, £45 your 
donation can buy a minibus outing.

Kangaroos Disability Club was established by a small group of parents in 1994, their chil-
dren went to court meadow School in Cuckfied, which focused on teaching and supporting 
children with learning disabilities. They wanted to make sure that their children could have 
some other activity to do out of school, so they set up a Saturday playscheme. Now the 
organisation has grown massively and currently supports over 200 members ranging in age 
from 6 to 35. Last year they celebrated their 25th Anniversary and to mark the occasion 
they raised an additional £100,000 to create a special memory for the members, through a 
range of exciting day trips, overnight stays, and mini breaks. They vision is that people with 
learning disabilities can exercise their right to leisure, play and recreational activity in a safe 
and supported environment where all members are treated as individuals.

   
    

     
  FUNDRAISER

CLASS 9



Class 3
Class 3 has made paper houses according to specific, given measurements. Every house is different in 
style, but also in size, as they used their own personal inch (their thumbs) to measure each part.



Class 3



Class 3 Houses and Candlemas celebrations



Class 5

By Oli Ward

Class 5 have been doing a literacy block on Greek mythology.



Ziggurats by 5b

Leo Sena Lily Mattews

Class 5b Class 5b have been exploring Ancient Civilisations through stories and hands-on 
activities. 
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Ancient Civilisations by 5b

Oran Scott
Imogen Warans

Finn’s seal design

Class 5b



Pages from Ancient Civilisations by 5b

Gilgamesh and Enkidu by Flora Lodge

Imogen Warans

Finn Milic
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Elsa Dahele-Svendsen
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Thea Small 

Bella Pople
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Class 7a

Africa project by Jessica 
Taylor



Class 7a by Jessica Taylor - Uganda Project
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Class 7a

by Sdhori Jett - Ghana Project



Class 7b

by Katerina Sam Lidberg



Class 8b
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By Meadow Ravenhill

Class 8b



By Holly Huber McBride

Class 8b



Class 10 are writing opinion articles on a topic they chose from a list of ten options.

A crucial change
How can we make education inclusive, effective and relevant for the 21st century?

Children are often bored in school.

Education is a vital part of our lives. The way we are taught shapes our willingness to learn, attitude to 
life and opportunities for the future. So, ensuring that it truly benefits each and every child and helps 
them to realise their full potential should evidently be the purpose of education.

Sadly, this seems not to be the case. From the moment we enter full time education at the young age 
of five we are bombarded with expectations to fulfil and requirements to reach. Children are 
constantly assessed and graded, and this pressure only increases with age.

Then, in year 11, all our learning and hard work is summed up or dismissed in one deciding exam. It 
seems illogical that years of our lives should be bought to ransom in this way, particularly when 
people’s achievement in exams is largely to do with their ability to memorise facts and withstand 
immense stress ratherthan their actual understanding of the subject. In reality, this way of measuring 
success only really works for a small proportion of the population. For the vast majority of students 
who naturally learn in a different way, find exams incredibly nerve wracking or are more suited to 
hands on skills, this seems entirely unfair.

Which leads me to the fundamental flaw in our education system: it’s not inclusive.

Inclusive
The way we are taught is based on reading and writing whilst sitting in a classroom all day – even for 
supposedly practical subjects. For example, the GCSE DT exam paper accounts for 50% of the overall 
mark. Subjects like this, which should play to kinaesthetic learner’s strengths, have been modified to 
include a huge amount of theory which contradicts the nature of such topics.

The fact that almost every subject is based on reading and writing puts students with learning 
difficulties such as dyslexia at a great disadvantage. Sitting down all day is not good for anyone, but 
particularly difficult for people who learn through experience or movement. Reception teacher Rachel 
Boldero has devised her own creative solutions within the confines of the state system. She said, ‘I 



incorporate hands on activities regularly throughout the day to help one of my children who has 
ADHD.’ However, teachers should not have to be doing this themselves; if the education system really 
benefited each child there would be no need. In fact, I believe that such labels would be invalid if the 
method of teaching was modified to help all students equally. People with learning difficulties such 
as dyslexia may find spelling hard, but they have a huge number of other skills. Indeed, many of the 
greatest figures of the past had dyslexia such as Leonardo Davinci and Albert Einstein along with some 
of the most successful entrepreneurs of today such as Richard Branson. This proves that the people 
who are cast aside by the current system are incredibly capable individuals who have a lot to offer the 
world.

Furthermore, it is not just students with learning difficulties who suffer. Often incredibly bright young 
people who happen to be born into a poor or troubled family end up lacking in a proper education 
which restricts their opportunities in later life. According to a study by the department of education, in 
England only 27% to 29% of disadvantaged students achieve five or more GCSEs and this is often 
dictated by the area that they live in. Ensuring that quality education is available to everyone – no 
matter their background - should be a priority.

Effective
My dad did a degree in material sciences yet when I ask him to help me with my comparatively basic 
chemistry homework, he has no idea where to begin. Many subjects fill our heads with facts and 
figures which we are required to regurgitate into exam papers and will then promptly forget. I believe 
that education should teach us how to learn for ourselves and inspire a genuine desire to deepen our 
understanding of the world. These life skills are much more valuable than memorised key points or 
formulas from a textbook.

For some students, school is boring and uninteresting. Much of the time this is because they are 
forced to study subjects that they aren’t really interested in, often in an unengaging way. When asked, 
my sibling’s favourite part of school was either seeing their friends or going home. I have often found 
myself constantly checking the time and counting the minutes until class ended. School should be an 
enjoyable experience not merely another day to endure. Children are intrinsically curious – whether 
we choose to bore that curiosity to death or nurture it so that it flourishes is up to us.

For students to leave school with a multitude of practical, applicable life skills and with a clear sense of 
their gifts and how they wish to share them with the world is rare. I think that if everyone left with this 
knowledge, education would be truly successful.

To benefit the largest number of students (and I accept that it will never be perfect for everyone), I 
believe that a more individual learning experience with the opportunity for students to play to their 
strengths and learn in the way suited to them might be best. For example, the stress of GCSEs could 
be replaced with a personal project. Their work would still be graded to show their efforts and 
achievement, but students could focus on an area that interested them and produce a portfolio or 
book. Having a physical outcome to show for your work is much more gratifying than a piece of paper 
with a few numbers. This would also teach them valuable life skills such independence, resilience and 
organisation. Being able to focus on subjects that interested them would kindle their desire to learn 
and hopefully maintain this for life.

Relevent
The national cirriculum ignores many important aspects of education and seems to be rooted in the 
patterns of the past without taking into account the inevitable changes of the future.

Our future is unknown and precarious. With the rapid development of technology not just in devices 
but also in AI, energy and even food, the near future could be very different to our reality today. In a 
2017 report, it was predicted by the institute for the future that 85% of jobs available in 2030 would 
not have been invented yet. This along with the looming climate disaster suggests that in the future 
creativity, resillience and problem solving skills will be much more highly prized than exam resluts.



Furthermore, schools usually focus on developing the mind through the acquisition of knowledge but 
ignore other equally important parts of development. By the time students reach their GCSE years in 
state shools, their time is entirely dominated by exam subjects. There is no creative or physical educa-
tion unless you are taking an exam in it. Exercise is incredibly important for your health and creative 
subjects give students the chance to explore a more expresive side of themseleves. Not only do these 
subjects give people the opportunity to relax a little from the stress of more academic pursuits, but 
they also provide highly prized skills for later in life. I talked to an experienced doctor who said that 
many medical students lacked the practical skills required due to the fact that schools have few hands 
on tasks nowadays. It is all very well knowing the theory, but you can’t perform surgery if you are 
unused to using your hands.

At school, we are taught almost nothing about the reality of our colonial past. It seems that we have 
glorified our history, blatantly ignoring the less attractive acts of our ancestors. There are pleanty of 
awe-inspiring people (such as Mary Seacole, a heroine of the crimean war and a pioneering doctor) 
who’s great deeds are unknown to most, just because they had a different skin colour. I think that 
educating children on all peoples perspectives, be it from the eyes of soldiers or slaves, past or present, 
will open peoples eyes and hearts and make the future a more accepting one.

Simmilarly, teaching young people to care for their surroundings is vitally important to ensure a stable 
future for the planet. I have been lucky enough to witness the incredible beauty and wonder of the 
natural world first hand and it is this that has shown me the neccesity to protect it. It is not difficult to 
realise this if you spend time outdoors, but many people spend the majority of their time inside. 
Spending time outdoors helps children to feel a part of nature instead of separate from it, but it also 
has a multitude of other benefits. According to reaserch by Harvard medical school, playing outside 
directly impacts childrens health as well as their executive function – the skills that allow us to multitask, 
plan and troubleshoot. If schools incorporated time outdoors into their timetable, this would certainly 
help people to realise the importance of the natural world as well as improving children’s performance 
in the class room.

Allowing children to explore their natural surroundings can help their development in many different ways.

I have complained about the myriad of failings in our education system, but what is the solution? The 
answer is not a straightforward one and indeed it would take years to implement a change. However, 
a change is necessary, not just in a few private schools, but on a large scale. I believe that educaion 
is an incredibly powerfull tool. What we teach children shapes their perception of life and in turn will 
influence their actions in the future. If education was used for good it could be a valuble step in moving 
towards a more equal, united and sustainable future.

Written by Maddy Issacs 



Class 12 




I used contrasting blue and red undertones in this study of my dad. The oil pastel creates a varied 
texture which is successful in emulating the imperfections in the skins surface. I want to develop 
my portraiture work by increasing the texture of the composition, to do this I want to try not 
blending the oil pastel as much. On top of this, I want to work from a 3/4 angle to make my pieces 
more intriguing. 




I used contrasting blue and red undertones in this study of my dad. The oil pastel creates a varied 
texture which is successful in emulating the imperfections in the skins surface. I want to develop 
my portraiture work by increasing the texture of the composition, to do this I want to try not 
blending the oil pastel as much. On top of this, I want to work from a 3/4 angle to make my pieces 
more intriguing. By Kitty Davison

The class 12 artists have been working hard developing their coursework during lockdown.

Photography by Fergus Lyon



The use of a point light source allowed me to use a variety of materials to cast patterns 
and texture onto a static composition. Moving the light source / material creates a 
sense of dynamism purely from the changing tone. Shadows become the most impor-
tant element of the composition, whilst the static forms recede, becoming a material 
background to the immaterial composition.
By Beau Beames

Class 12 

 C
lass 7b Cake Challenge



 C
lass 7b Cake Challenge

Banana Cake by Bruno

Huge Chocolate Orange Hobnob by Paul Farr

By Elliott

Please head to the Michael 
Hall Website to the ‘news 

posts’ and see the video of 
Megan’s cake. 



Cake by Aleisha

Zebra effect marble cake by Isla



VIRTUAL CANTEEN INVITATION

You are warmly invited to attend the “virtual canteen” meeting space. A space where we can connect 
with fellow parents in this time apart. It’s an open space to bring whatever is current with regards to 

you or your child’s journey through the school. Conversations are informal and please feel to join late 
or leave early. All are welcome and we would love to see you there. 

Run and hosted by “Michael Hall Parents”, 
Steve, Hannah, Christopher and Maria. 

Date: Every Thursday evening
Time: 20:00
Zoom link: 

https://zoom.us/j/2227769668

For more info:
https://michaelhall.co.uk/michael-hall-parents-group/

Michael Hall Parents

Zebra effect marble cake by Isla



This week’s Wellbeing Resources
The theme of this year’s Children’s Mental Health Week is Express Yourself.

Expressing yourself is about finding ways to share feelings, thoughts, or ideas, through 
creativity. It is about finding a way to show who you are, and how you see the world, that 
can help you feel good about yourself.

When children are able to find creative ways to share their feelings, thoughts or ideas 
it can help them feel good about themselves and who they are. Children can do this 
through art, music, writing and poetry, dance and drama, photography and film, and 
doing activities that they enjoy. It’s really important to remember that being able to 
express yourself is not about being the best at something or putting on a 
performance for others. It is about finding a way to show who you are, and 
how you see the world, that can help you feel good about yourself. 

Given that the past year will have left many of us feeling out of control and helpless, 
supporting children and young people to express themselves is arguably more 
important than ever. What can you do? Here are a few simple ways you can 
encourage your child to express themselves. 

•  Could you build on existing interests or passions? Think about what has helped 
 them get through the past year. A love of dancing? Baking? Drawing? Fashion? 
 Encourage your child by noticing their unique interests and praising their efforts. 

•  Trying new things can be a great way to find a new creative outlet. There are lots  
 of online tutorials and video demos that you and your child could be inspired by…  
 could you try out something new together? Or perhaps ask someone you know to  
 share their creative hobbies and give them a go. 

•  Some children may not think of themselves as being creative. Try to focus on the 
 importance of the process and the way it can make them feel, rather than the end 
 result. Try not to judge their efforts and remember to give encouragement for 
 trying rather than for doing something well. 

•  Listening carefully can help children feel more comfortable and confident when 
 expressing themselves. Try to minimise distractions and give your child your full 
 attention when you’re spending time together, being aware of your own body 
 language and eye contact. You might want to try summarising what they’ve shared 
 and acknowledging their feelings. 



www.michaelhall.co.uk/safeguarding-and-wellbeing-resources-for-parents

To subscribe to this newsletter please see www.michaelhall.co.uk/newsletter
Kidbrooke Park, Priory Road, Forest Row, East Sussex, RH18 5JA - Registered charity number 307006

This week’s Online Safety resources

www.michaelhall.co.uk/safeguarding-and-wellbeing-resources-for-parents

What Parents need to know about Fake News

This week’s online safety guide focuses on fake news. Fake news can be false information, 
photos or videos purposefully created to confuse or misinform. National Online Safety 
have created a guide that takes a look at how to tackle a range of potential risks such as 
embarrassment, negative influences on people’s behavior and negative emotions. 
Head over to the website link below to downlaod the guide. 

•  Children are expressing themselves all the time but not necessarily with words. 
 ‘Listen’ to everything they are trying to tell you with their behaviour, or with their 
 play and creativity or with their silence. It’s all self-expression.

•  Remember – you don’t need a lot of expensive equipment to get creative at home. 
 Recyclable materials or older items you no longer have a use for can provide 
 amazing inspiration, and of course there’s no limit to your imagination!

Let your child know that if they are worried about something, 
they should always talk to an adult they trust. It could be you, 

someone in your family, a teacher or someone else in the school. 

If you’re worried about your child’s mental health you can talk to your GP or someone 
at your child’s school. You can also find a list of organisations that provide support and 
advice on Place2be’s website: place2be.org.uk/help


