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Dear Parents and carers,

Today has marked the final week of distance learning this term and we 
are all looking forward to being back in the classrooms again. I would 
like to say a huge thank you to all the staff who have worked so hard, 
particularly the enormous amount of planning and preparing for next 
week, as well as the team that delivered the Rapid Testing today. For 
those who wish to be tested that were not able to make it, please come 
to the Gym at 8am on Monday morning (ensuring a consent form is 
brought in/sent).

I hope you enjoy all the beautiful work that children have been doing 
at home.  Despite all the challenges of home education, we are so 
impressed with the quality of learning that has been happening, some 
of which you can see in this week’s Friday Flier. Meanwhile, I have been 
looking at the results of the parent Distant Learning survey and we are 
pleased to see that we have made an overall improvement in our 
provision this year. However, we are taking on board all the comments 
made to continue this journey of improvement and I thank all those who 
took the time to offer feedback.

Another of the features in this week’s Friday Flier highlights our focus on 
literacy across the school.  We enjoyed sharing recommendations and 
good reads as part of World Book Day which was celebrated around the 
country on Thursday.

Have a wonderful weekend. We look forward to welcoming everyone 
back to school on Monday.

Emmeline Hawker, 
Acting Education Lead

Jaxson is very much 
looking forward to 

seeing everyone on 
Monday.

A very warm welcome to all the new students and 
their families who have joined us over this lockdown. 

We are looking forward to meeting you in person 
and helping you to settle here at Michael Hall



Kindergarten is full of the joys of Spring!

By Max Carter

Class 1



Class 3

Class three has been studying the Book 
of Judges from the Hebrew Scriptures.
The children have been drawing, writing, 
practicing parts of speech and story order, using 
the story of Samson this week. Enjoy the comics and 
picture stories below.



more work from Class 3



Class 4b
Class 4b have come to the end of 
their ‘Local History’ main lesson. 
They have learnt about the history of 
the Weald, from pre-history, to the modern 
times. They also focused on some key topics: The 
Ashdown Forest, The Iron Industry, Smugglers, Sussex Bonfire, 
Sussex Dialect, and of course A.A Milne. 

Who here knows what this Sussex motto means? We wunt be druv!

By Otto Whitby

By James Shakles



By Lillie Gearing-Grief

more work from Class 4b

By Josh Grant-Howard



The tired catkins cling to their branches, 
swaying in the howling wind. A squirrel jumps
cautiously from branch to branch, the weak 
sun glinting off his silver tail. A rapid river
carves a ditch in the forest floor, feeding the 
weary crocuses.

The jolly catkins cling to their 
branches, swaying in the singing 
wind. A squirrel jumps joyfully from 
branch to branch, the golden sun 
glinting off his silver tail. A babbling 
river carves a ditch in the forest floor, 
feeding the splendid crocuses.

Class 7 English Work
Changing the mood with adjectives

By Katerina - 7b



By Lucas Friedman-Carones, Class 8b

WORLD BOOK DAY: 4TH MARCH 2021

I LIKE THIS BOOK
There is a wonderful anthology of poems 
entitled I Like This Poem with
favourite poems chosen by children aged 
6-15. In the book, the poems are
shared, along with a comment by the child 
who chose the poem beginning
… because, followed by why the child likes that poem so much.
For World Book Day, we are asking all Lower School children to write a
short paragraph/a few words about their favourite book so that we can
create our own anthology of much-loved stories to share.
This could be accompanied by a drawing taken from the jacket cover or
from the child’s own imagination.



Page Turners: 
Class 10 Book Review Collection

Class 10 read an article of their own choice over the half-term 
holidays and this week they wrote original and thoughtful 
reviews of their chosen book, exploring how they relate to 

21stC issues. We publish them here as a celebration of World 
Book Day 2021 - and to encourage everyone, young an old, to 

pick up a new book and enjoy!
https://bit.ly/2OpGcJg

Class 10 response to ‘Swan’

The dragonfly 
There it was flying over the silvery lake,

Its transparent wings beating to a tumultuous rhythm.
Its marble black eyes shimmering in the last flecks of sunlight.

The detailed gold filigree encrusted in its wing sparkling,
An array of blue and gold blossoms.

It soared over the stargazer lilies making them sway in the breeze.
Suddenly it flew up up up into the azure like a little paper airplane 

doing little loop the loops as a last flare before sundown. 
Then suddenly it was gone like a grain of sand in a hurricane. 

By Meadow Rose River Star

In the late 1970s Ted Simon set off on a Triumph and rode 63,000 miles over 
four years through fifty-four countries in a journey that took him around the 
world. Through breakdowns, prison, war, revolutions, disasters and a Californian 
commune, he travelled into the depths of fear and reached the heights of 
euphoria.
He met astonishing people and was treated as a spy, a welcome stranger 
and even a god. For Simon the trip became a journey into his own soul, and 
for many others - including bikers Charley Boorman and Ewan McGrergor - it 
provides an inspiration they will never forget.

Thackery Davis



Apart from Shakespeare, my favourite author and 
lodestar, I am a great admirer of Jane Austen. The 
following quote from Emma by Mr Knightley sends a tingle 
down my spine every time I read it.
“I cannot make speeches, Emma …. If I loved you less, I 
might be able to talk about it more.”
Mrs Virginia Westlake

Hands down my fave book of the 
year and a very apt quote! 

Liz James

“Good Morning!” said Bilbo, and he meant it. The sun was 
shining, and the grass was very green. But Gandalf looked at 
him from under long bushy eyebrows that stuck out further 
than the brim of his shady hat.

“What do you mean?” he said. “Do you wish me a good 
morning, or mean that it is a good morning whether I want 
it or not; or that you feel good this morning; or that it is a 
morning to be good on?”

“All of them at once,” said Bilbo. “And a very fine morning for 
a pipe of tobacco out of doors, into the bargain.
James Kilfiger

Moving, powerful, compassionate, and beautifully written, 
The Beekeeper of Aleppo is a testament to the triumph of 
the human spirit. It is the kind of book that reminds us of 
the power of storytelling.  (goodreads.com)
Margita



VIRTUAL CANTEEN INVITATION
You are warmly invited to attend the “virtual canteen” meeting 
space. A space where we can connect with fellow parents in 
this time apart. It’s an open space to bring whatever is current 
with regards to you or your child’s journey through the school. 

Conversations are informal and please feel to join late or leave early. 
All are welcome and we would love to see you there. 

Run and hosted by “Michael Hall Parents”, 
Steve, Hannah, Christopher, Laeony and Maria. 

Date: Every Thursday evening
Time: 20:00
Zoom link: 

https://zoom.us/j/2227769668

For more info:
https://michaelhall.co.uk/michael-hall-parents-group/

Michael Hall Parents



LOST PROPERTY

Dear Parents,

Whilst your children have been away, lots of Spring cleaning has been taking 
place and our Lost Property mountain is high! If you find that things are missing, 
when you are trying to gather together all those misplaced school items, please 
contact the Reception Office from March 8th and we will have a look for you. 
In hope that we can reunite a cupboard worth of items with their owners...
Maria and Helen

As the return to school approaches, the prospect of being around others may be daunting after 
the experience of lockdown. We have all been spending extended periods of time shielding, 
isolating from friends and family. Some children who may be viewing the return with anticipation 
and excitement may also be suffering with underlying fears about safety. Anxiety is not always 
easy to spot and can be masked by other emotions and behaviours and we may not recognise 
the fears that sit beneath.

Perhaps, take some extra time this weekend to sit down with your child and either talk through 
how they’re feeling or perhaps they could draw a picture for you to show how they’re feeling 
instead. Childline have a great page on their website full of resources to help. Please see link 
below for more information.

https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/school-college-and-work/school-college/school/

THIS WEEK’S WELLBEING RESOURCES
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Dear Parents,  

We wanted to make you aware of the clubs that we are offering after the 
Easter break, starting from Tuesday 20th April.  

Consent forms will shortly be available to download from the School Website or 
collect from the Gym or the Reception.

From The Gym Department


