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This week’s Friday Flier carries the theme of reconnection with an introductory 
paragraph by Jacqueline Courtenay, Assistant Principal for the Lower School. In 
conjunction with this theme, we will be asking Classes 1 & 2 to plant the selection of 
flowers we have bought to enliven the wooden planters (hand made here at Michael 
Hall) that are currently in the car park. Wishing you all a lovely weekend and hoping 
that the children will all be sleeping well at the end of a joyful first week back. 
Emmeline Hawker, Acting Education Lead

Dear Parents, Carers and Pupils of Michael Hall,

It has been a very happy week spent reuniting, where the relaxed light and positive 
atmosphere here at Michael Hall School has been tangible! The School has come 
back to life as we welcomed the children and older students back to their classes. It 
has been an enlivening opportunity to reconnect and reunite with friends, classmates, 
teachers, support staff and our community. 

In the Autumn, we started the school year together in the fading warmth of the 
Summer, facing the uncertainty surrounding COVID-19 and navigating our way through 
the new distancing measures we had in place. As we have moved through Winter, 
it was inspiring to see how pupils rose to the challenge of distance learning, and 
continued to find new ways of keeping connected.  The occasional sun filled days, are 
now reminding us of the certainty of Spring on the near horizon and brighter days to 
come.

The promise of new growth is all around us, as we see the green shoots sprouting and 
snowdrops, crocuses and daffodils nodding their flower heads in the breeze. Nature 
has the ability to remind us, that we are secure in her unfailing ability to continue the 
cycle of the Seasons, which act as an anchor for us in life.

We have been slowly reconnecting with our fellow human beings, and re-establishing 
our sense of belonging to our Michael Hall community after a long absence this Winter. 
We look forward to continuing to welcome you all in person over the coming weeks as 
we move into the Summer term.

The large planters on the drive will be filled with seeds and bulbs next week by classes 1 
and 2, a visible reminder of the collective work we strive to make meaningful together. 
There will be more of these seasonal projects happening over the coming weeks for us 
to reconnect and rebuild our community.

With this as the motif for us to go forward, let us put down our metaphorical roots and 
look to Spring and the future with optimism and thankfulness for all that we have as a 
community. 

Jacqueline Courtenay,
Assistant Principal



Rain, wind and rays of Sunshine
Daffodils, Crocus, Green shoots and 

Buds,
Hungry Robins, blue tits and sparrows

Mole hills, icy puddles and brown sticky 
mud, 

Deer prints, fox and badger trails
Fallen branches to ride and scale

Fairy webs and sparkling frosts
Boots and hats are a must

Playing with my friends all together
I wish my Kindergarten would last forever.

 
Spring is here, Spring is here. Hurray!

 
Mark Fielding

Early Years Lead

http://bit.ly/2OJmQyY


Nest building from 
Classes 1a & 1b



Work from Class 2a

By TristanBy Phoebe



Class 3 has been working with the story of David this week. 
Paintings of David playing the harp for King Saul 

Beautiful Spring paintings 
by Class 2b



Drawings and writing from the 
battle of David and Goliath



Class 4b have been learning about the history of writing. As part of this, 
they have been experiencing an element of the Victorian classroom, 
by practising 19th century penmanship in readiness for receiving their 
fountain pens. 

Here are some examples of 
the children’s first writing with a 
fountain pen.



Work by Class 7a

Class 7b have embarked on an 
algebra Main Lesson

by Sdhoriby Raphael



Work by Class 10 

Main Lesson review of Our Perfect Planet
Written by Alexander, Navaro and Robyn in Class 10

The objectives of the main lesson was to investigate the problems and causes 
of climate change as well as to discuss the possible solutions to it. In groups the 
students researched their concerns about climate change and what they can do 
as individuals to reduce this problem.
Over the past three weeks we have discussed the positive and negative effects of 
human activity on our planet, including how these effects impact climate change 
and how/why we should do what we can to prevent the infliction of any more 
damage to our planet.
We conferred about how governments could enforce rules to tackle climate 
change and to prevent the progression of it. The students came up with various 
ideas as to what we can do as a community to protect our sacred planet, home 
to not just humans but a plethora of other species.
The majority of the students had the same views and worries about this topic and 
were concerned about the cavalier approach towards climate change by such 
a vast amount of people. 
During this main lesson we have educated ourselves on this topic and have come 
to discover the importance of our planet. It is now obligatory and our duty to save 
our Mother Earth, because if we continue to behave in this inconsiderate and 
insensitive manner, the progression of climate change will become irreversible 
and this paradise called Earth shall no longer exist. 
As a school, Michael Hall has plenty of initiatives acting against the progression of 
climate change, for example the constant planting of trees, recycling, renewable 
energy as well as having a vegetable garden. We students at Michael Hall are 
also very aware of the effects we have on the planet, therefore we are conscious 
of things we buy and use and do the best we can to prevent our actions from 
contributing to the wounding of our planet.



Climate Change Poem
By Amy Duveen

Born to blast us with billowing smog
The industrial engine grinds on

The Earth is enveloped in thickening fog
But nature and life struggle on

The sea levels rise and the ice caps implode
The rhythms of progress seem strained
Winds whip up the furious forests of fire

And Gaia is wracked with our pain

The beautiful echoes of ages gone by
Are now but a fragment of dreams

The earth roles inexorably onward to die
Unless we respond to the screams

Banish indifference and throw out the greed
Let us rise to a new dawning day

Humility, sense of purpose we need
Let’s stand and start showing the way



VIRTUAL CANTEEN INVITATION
You are warmly invited to attend the “virtual canteen” meeting space. 

A space where we can connect with fellow parents in this time apart. It’s 
an open space to bring whatever is current with regards to you or your 

child’s journey through the school. Conversations are informal and please 
feel to join late or leave early. All are welcome and we would love to see 

you there. 
Run and hosted by “Michael Hall Parents”, 

Steve, Hannah, Christopher, Laeony and Maria. 

Date: Every Thursday evening
Time: 20:00
Zoom link: 

https://zoom.us/j/2227769668

For more info:
https://michaelhall.co.uk/michael-hall-parents-group/

Michael Hall Parents

News from Steiner Waldorf Schools Fellowship
Avanti Schools Foundation is no longer taking over the school site at Kings Langely. The 
RSSKL Board is now in the process of disposing of those assets that are not central to the 
running of a school in order to raise sufficient funds to pay off the liabilities of the charity. 

At the same time SWSF is in the process of working with lawyers to create a new 
independent Waldorf charity which could take over ownership of the site once all 
liabilities have been paid and there are no incumbencies on the land. The work of the 
charity would be to maintain and protect the site until it is possible to set up a new 
Waldorf school.

https://zoom.us/j/2227769668
https://michaelhall.co.uk/michael-hall-parents-group/


School Garden - a peek behind the walls

Mr Morris has been 
busy clearing the area 

behind the Clock 
House

Signs of new life and 
new beginnings





School Fundraising

Dear Parents

Min Hitchcox and I are both 
parents with children already 
through the school and currently 
still in class 11 and 12.

We would very much like your 
help.
The outdoor stage has been 
an integral part of children’s 
performing space at Michael 
Hall. With Covid, this space has 
become even more relevant to 
Michael Hall’s curriculum. The 
audience area of the terrace needs the old stones re- levelling so the space 
can be flat and safe for audiences.
We have a plan to carry this work out - but we need money for materials and 
specialist labour. 
If every family donated £15 per child or more if possible, we would have 
enough money to get this work done in the Easter holiday, which, covid 
allowing, would mean performances would become possible this summer.
All the children at the school have missed out on their drama curriculum this 
year, but none more so than the current classes 8 and 12.
With no way to predict the impact of Covid on the next few months and the 
future academic year, wouldn’t it be wonderful for the school to be able to use 
this space again.
Please donate by clicking on this link which takes you to the Just Giving page:

Click here

Regards,  Magda and Min

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/relayingthehistoricterraceoutdoorstagekidbrookemansion


We all have memories of our woodwork lessons when we were at Michael Hall, 
- making our egg and spoon, our carved house signs and more complicated 
dove tail jointed boxes! Or just chatting while Mr Bryan or Mr Soper cajoled us 
into actually doing some work. Or maybe you were a pupil before or after these 
two woodwork teachers......in which case let us know their names.....

As current parents we are always delighted when our children come home with 
beautiful woodwork.

The Upper School Joinery and Wood Workshop has recently suffered severe 
water damage. Although the School has fitted a new commercial roof, the 
Workshop is in need of a good upgrade to give it both natural light and 
ventilation and to make it into a space to inspire the students to create 
beautiful work.

Thackery Davis ( also an old scholar and current parent) is in charge of upper 
school joinery, product design A level and is also a senior member of the upper 
school faculty and much loved class Guardian. While doing more than a single 
job, he has been attempting to get the workshop space back up and running.

We would like to help him do this and have priced up a small refurbishment 
programme for the space, together with a ‘Wish List’ from Thackery for tools he 
would like the students to be able to access. This work and tool list are attached 
to this email.

Many of us appreciate how unusual and lucky we are to have been able to 
learn some of this specialist craft. It would be great if we could provide an 
inspiring and quality filled space for current and future students to carry on this 
tradition.

We would be incredibly grateful if you could help us raise the money to carry 
out this work. Min and Magda

Please donate by clicking: here

School Fundraising

http://bit.ly/2OJmQyY


Safeguarding & Wellbeing

 1. Start talking 
Your child might have worries about the virus, restrictions in place or their education 
and school. It’s important to acknowledge that this is a difficult time. You can 
explore these and help them to think of ways to manage them using our ‘Time for 
Us’ pack or the resources on the Family Links website.   
It’s important to give them the message that returning to school is a big thing and 
you understand that. Talk to them in a way that is sensitive to their needs – you will 
know your child best. Don’t intrude or impose yourself on them, but gently open the 
conversation and let them know you’re there for them if they want to talk.
 2. Sleep routine 
Sleep is very important for your child’s mental health and wellbeing, as well as their 
development. Try and help your child build a healthy sleep routine which they 
can maintain whether attending school in person or not. Our guide on improving 
sleep could be a good place to start. 
 3. Coping strategies
Coping strategies are what you use when feeling stressed, such as speaking 
with friends or family, doing regular exercise, or using breathing techniques. If 
you feel comfortable, you could share your own worries and feelings about the 
current situation and coping strategies you are using to manage these feelings. 
Acknowledge that it’s normal to feel anxious about going back to school – try 
sharing an example of a time you’ve felt anxious about going into a new situation.
Encourage them to focus on the present and avoid thinking too far ahead. Thinking 
too far ahead can feel overwhelming. Focus on what is in their control (hand 
washing, wearing masks, getting prepared for returning such as packing their bag) 
rather than what they can’t control (what might happen with the pandemic in 
several months’ time).
 4. Make yourself available as much as possible
Children may want to come and “debrief” but maybe not when you expect. 
Create space for talking in different ways, such as going on a walk together or 
baking together – there may be less pressure in these circumstances than when 
sitting face-to-face. Check in with them periodically. Don’t assume they’re ok 
because they seem it. Ask your child how things are going. Ask them questions like: 
what have they enjoyed about being back? Any worries or challenges?
 5. Look at the positives 
It might be helpful to talk with your child about the things they have enjoyed during 
the pandemic and what they may be looking forward to, like their favourite shop 
reopening, seeing friends in the park or getting ice cream from their favourite café.  

From Mental Health Foundation 

https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus/returning-school-after-lockdown/tips-
parents-carers-return-to-school

THIS WEEK’S WELLBEING RESOURCES

https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus/returning-school-after-lockdown/tips-parents-carers-return-to-school
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus/returning-school-after-lockdown/tips-parents-carers-return-to-school
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Online Safety 

We recognise that most children will have spent more time online over lockdown 
and we understand that at times this could have been unfiltered, increasing 
likelihood of exposure to threats and harms, so we just wanted to give a gentle 
reminder about keeping the ‘Online Safety’ conversation going...

It can be difficult to know how to start talking to your child about what they’re 
doing online or who they might be speaking to. But talking regularly, like you would 
about their day at school, will help your child feel relaxed and mean that when 
they do have any worries, they’re more likely to come and speak to you. It can 
help to:

From the NSPCC

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/talking-child-online-
safety/

THIS WEEK’S online safety RESOURCES

* reassure them that you’re interested in their life, offline and 
online. Recognise that they’ll be using the internet to research 
homework as well talking to their friends.

* ask your child to show you what they enjoy doing online or apps 
they’re using so you can understand them.

* be positive but also open about anything you’re worried about. 
You could say “I think this site’s really good” or “I’m a little worried 
about things I’ve seen here.”

* ask them if they’re worried about anything, and let them know 
they can come to you.

* ask them about their friends online and how they know they are 
who they say they are.

* listen for the reasons why your child wants to use apps or sites 
you don’t think are suitable, so you can talk about these together.

* ask your child what they think is okay for children of different 
ages so they feel involved in the decision making.


