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Dear Parents,

We find ourselves at the end of a term where we have only spent three weeks in 
school which feels quite strange. However, as I sit here looking out of the window, I 
can see lots of children with their colourful Easter crafts and it truly feels like Easter, 
with its message of renewal. In that vein, we would really encourage you to bring your 
colourful creations to adorn the fence for the Summer term to herald in the brightness 
of Summer and celebrate and renew the warmth of our school community.

Meanwhile, we still have a bit of Spring cleaning to finish. The bike shed has some 
apparently abandoned bikes and chains in it which we are keen to now dispose of. 
This will be done in the first week of the Summer term so please collect any items that 
may be yours before Friday 24th April so we can refresh our bike shed. We obviously 
won’t dispose of any items that have recently appeared, only ones that we know have 
been there for a long time.

Finally, I would like to welcome Hyder Dastagir to the staff team. Hyder is teaching 
Chemistry to Class 12 to see them through to the end of their A-levels. He came highly 
recommended by Sri Sreedharan who has worked with him before, and he seems to 
have got off to a flying start with the students.

Wishing you all a joyful three weeks.

Emmeline Hawker
Acting Principal





Kindergarten
Mother Earth, Mother earth, take our seed and 

give it birth.
Father sun gleam and glow, ‘til the roots begin 

to grow.
Sister rain, sister rain, shed thy tears to swell the 

grain.
Brother wind breath and blow, then the blade 

all green will grow.
Earth and sun and wind and rain turn to gold 

the living grain.



Class 1b preparing for Easter

Giant nest made by the class



Class 2a
Greedy Fox Fable 
and Moses’ painting

Class 2b have been learning about the wonderful story of 
Brother Francis. They have also been working on their individual writing 
skills and cursive handwriting

by Hannah

by Max

by Lina



Class 6 
Our Main Lesson is 

“Magnetism” which 
involved several 

experiments that have 
been recorded in the 

children’s books

by Liberty

by Molly

by Willoughby

by Gabriellaby Sabrina

by Eli



Class 7b 
showing the creative side of Maths 



Pandamo by Rosie Souleiman
 
The rising sun cast a rosy hue across the morning sky. Golden fingers of sunlight lit up the 
mesmerising scene. The encroaching weather was devastatingly hot, and an array of colours 
danced up and down a large, winding river. The land was arid, yet densely populated despite 
its poor conditions. It was very dry with sparse vegetation due to low amounts of precipitation. A 
vast blue ocean surrounded it, lapping its shores. 
 
Although the Deserted Barrens had a rather miserable sounding title, it was a popular tourist 
attraction. Fortunately, its poor conditions and rain fall were mainly ignored due to the parties 
and night clubs that the natives’ the Taomini people, created to celebrate the elements. Their 
culture maintained a strong belief in supernatural powers, which they worshiped in the form of 
these regular events which included music and exotic, rich dishes. 
 
The terrain, although mostly desert, contained a hidden secret oasis. In the centre of the 
continent, there was a rainforest of the most luscious kind. The resident Calopian people did 
not take part in parties like the Taomini in the desert, but celebrated the earth by decorating 
it as well as themselves, with natural colours, plants and dyes. The Calopians were huntsmen. 
The rainforest was not particularly large, covering around one quarter of the continent, called 
Mantomalia. The people who originate in this area did not receive many foreign visitors, unless 
they were there to explore or undertake scientific research. All water received by the Taomini 
came from the rainforest, which is high up in the north of the continent. 
 
Pandamo remains an attractive holiday destination to those in need of the exciting atmospheric 
quality of the Taomini and the explosion of natural, exotic construction, in the form of a rainforest. 
The unique languages of the two tribes have frequently been multiplied, but a universal 
language was founded in the last century, called Pandanolam.

Class 8 
have been 

inventing worlds

salenah lyon



Class 10 During this two week main lesson, class 10 has been pondering 
questions of what an ancient civilisation is, and how they have impacted our life and 
culture today. 
In small groups, we have done projects on a wide range of topics, from a model of an 
ancient Egyptian temple to an Aboriginal hut, or Incan painted stones and Aboriginal art, 
these projects have allowed us to understand more about these ancient cultures and the 
struggles they had to go through every day in order to survive. 
Others also explored the culinary aspect of these ancient civilisations, delving deeper 
into the age-old recipes and dishes, discovering how they still live on today in our 
modern world, though perhaps disguised with other names, or with more modern 
ingredients perhaps not known about all those years ago. Some have also been making 
informational posters, or even a pop-up book. We have also seen Stone Henge -like rock 
formations spring up, as well as an attempt at an Incan mask. 
This main lesson gave us an opportunity to revisit former main lessons from the lower 
school, with perhaps a new and enhanced perspective. I am sure that we will all 
continue to think about these important questions with a renewed respect for these 
ancient civilisations – what they managed to accomplish and discover so long ago.



Literacy Corner Class 11
The Dainty Daffodils 

Luca Chandler

I sit here and watch the green and yellow,
The hues of fresh life, uplifting rebirth,

I see nature’s trumpets raising their heads,
Drinking the sunlight, enduring the breeze,

A gentle bee passes close to my ear,
A grasshopper jumps not too far away,

The birds have flown back to start building nests,
Singing and chattering of the new world,
Born from the dark and desolate winter,

Born for a better, beautiful future,
The daffodils bring this message to us,

A sweet sign that hope still inspires our hearts,
So, I sit here and smile, the glorious day,

Takes both my breath and my worries away.

Spring Poem by Hebe Purdy

Through gelid nights, bleak days, 
Winter stalked me like its prey. 

Between the trees meanders light,
It graces the ground where gold alights.

The new shoots hope, they gaze, long-for wish,
As sweet and dear as a forehead kiss.

Fresh feathers and pink petals delight
As life yawns and stretches to sight.

With the lethargy of a feather’s fall,
Spring is creeping with a gentle call.



Classes 9 and 10 

To read the full articles 
please click on the links 

below

Lockdown Shorts 

Page Turners

Class 12

 
Watching the world spin

The sun setting at my school
Caught in a photo

Photo and haiku poem - Ferghus Lyon

‘A reader lives a thousand lives before he dies; The man who never reads 
lives only one.’ George RR Martin

https://michaelhall.co.uk/inspiration/page-turners-in-celebration-of-world-book-day/
https://michaelhall.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/PAGE-TURNERS-class-10-reviews.pdf


VIRTUAL CANTEEN INVITATION
You are warmly invited to attend the “virtual canteen” meeting space. A 
space where we can connect with fellow parents in this time apart. It’s an 
open space to bring whatever is current with regards to you or your child’s 

journey through the school. Conversations are informal and please feel to join 
late or leave early. All are welcome and we would love to see you there. 

Run and hosted by “Michael Hall Parents”, 
Steve, Hannah, Christopher, Laeony and Maria. 

Date: Every Thursday evening during term time
Time: 20:00
Zoom link: 

https://zoom.us/j/2227769668

For more info:
https://michaelhall.co.uk/michael-hall-parents-group/

Michael Hall Parents

Library Book Appeal

Dear Parents, students and alumni,

We want the library to be the most exciting and vibrant part of the whole school, to 
reflect the excitement, adventure and joy that we can all find in reading. 
As we work towards restocking the library shelves and bringing in some exciting 
new titles, we would be so grateful if everyone could cast an eye over their own 
bookshelves and hunt down any Michael Hall library books or class readers that 
went astray. Please return any that you find to the school.
At the same time, if anyone finds themselves doing a big Mario Kondo-style clear-
out this Spring, we would be grateful for any donations of colourful, enticing, 
engaging, well-written novels, for any age group.

With thanks, Catherine Fenton GCSE English

https://zoom.us/j/2227769668
https://michaelhall.co.uk/michael-hall-parents-group/


Dear Parents, families and friends

Props needed for Class 8a play
We will be rehearsing our play in the theatre after Easter. Here is a list of props 
which we will be needing. If you believe you would be able to help with any of the 
following, please can you email me.
 • Doors (could there be an old door in your garage which is not too 
heavy, and which you would not mind us painting?)
 • Large Victorian-style birdcage
 • Free-standing fire-screen (of the old-fashioned type used to place in 
front of a fire during the summer to make the living room attractive)
 • Wheelchair (preferably old-fashioned looking, but any wheelchair will be 
considered)
 • Very large keys for jailer
 • Small wooden chest, eg around 30cms, with hinged lid, old-fashioned 
looking
 • Old fashioned suitcases and travel-chest
 • Musical-box, preferably one which plays when opened, the bigger the 
better, but any size considered
 • Pocket-watch on a chain
 • Chaise-longue
 • Assorted small Victorian-style upright chairs and tables

Fundraiser for the Bookbinding department

In an attempt to raise some funds for the craft budget at Michael Hall this year, 
I have set up an Etsy account and am selling many notebooks, journals and 

wedding planners. These books are all handmade by myself, using traditional 
methods. Our pupils here at Michael Hall enjoy learning this craft in class 10 and 11 
with me and it is truly wonderful that they are able to learn these skills and beautiful 

to see what they are able to create each year. For further details please click on 
the link. 

Your support is very much appreciated.
https://www.etsy.com/shop/MastersBookStudio

Rachel Masters; Bookbinding Teacher

https://www.etsy.com/shop/MastersBookStudio 


School Fundraising

We have had the most fantastic response to the Outdoor 
Stage Terrace Fundraising project. We now have enough to 
go ahead with this renovation work and are planning for it 
to be done towards the end of the Summer Term.

The School has further investigated the safe use of this 
terrace in its current state, while Covid has given more 
urgency to use of outdoor spaces for events that might not 
otherwise be able to take place indoors. This means the 
school can make use of this space during the summer term 
in its existing state.

We will now plan to include some repointing work to the 
sandstone of the stage area as part of the re laying of the terrace itself, when the 
work is carried out in the summer. 

This will enhance the space even more and gives endless 
possibilities to the use of the stage generally as a unique 
asset the school has within its grounds.

Old scholars have been putting up Photographs of past 
productions on the stage, which gives an idea of the hugely atmospheric space 
the outdoor stage can be.

Keep you wonderful contributions coming in: Donate here

UPPER SCHOOL JOINERY WORKSHOP

We have a total of £7,701 on the Just Giving page, plus a further £1,100 donated 
directly to the school for this project. This is absolutely great. We have had the offer 
of fund matching if we can get this to £12,000. This means it would immediately 
double to £24,000.
So please donate to this: Donate here

It would be wonderful to see even more past examples of students work, so please 
put photographs up on facebook pages if you find that long lost carved spoon or 
joinery box.  Its pretty unique to have this craft offered within a school curriculum.
Regards min and Magda

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/relayingthehistoricterraceoutdoorstagekidbrookemansion
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/michaelhallwoodworkandjoineryworkshop
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• Parental controls offered by your home internet provider
The 4 big internet providers in the UK – BT, Sky, TalkTalk and Virgin Media - 
provide their customers with free parental controls which can be activated at 
any time. They have come together to produce these helpful video guides to 
help you to download and set-up the controls offered by your provider. 
We know that children, particularly younger children, can be bothered 
by things they see online, and filters can be a helpful tool in reducing the 
chances of coming across something upsetting. 

• Remember that filtering is only part of the solution
No filter or parental controls tool is 100% effective, and many of the risks that 
young people face online are because of their own and other’s behaviour. 
It is therefore important to talk to your children about staying safe online and 
make sure they know that they can turn to you if they get into any difficulty. 
For more information about key topics such as cyberbullying, sexting and 
social networking, see more advice for parents.

Other services that are popular with young people also provide tools that are 
helpful to activate in addition to filters. Find out more about safety tools on 
popular online services.

• Devices that connect to your home internet
In addition to content filtering offered by your ISP, many devices such as 
games consoles, smartphones and tablets have their own parental controls, 
for example to limit spending or restrict access to apps based on age rating. 
Likewise, many web browsers have built-in tools and features to help you 
control the kinds of content users can view. You can find out more about this 
in our Parents’ Guide to Technology. 

• Staying safe when out and about
If children are taking their devices out of the home, it’s worth bearing in 
mind that they could connect to public wifi, for example, in a shop, cafe or 
restaurant. Look out for the Friendly WiFi symbol which shows that the wifi has 
filters in place to limit access to pornographic content.

From the UK Safer Internet Centre https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-
centre/parents-and-carers/parental-controls-offered-your-home-internet-
provider

THIS WEEK’S online safety RESOURCES

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers/parental-controls-offered-your-hom
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers/parental-controls-offered-your-hom
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers/parental-controls-offered-your-hom

