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Dear Parents and Carers,

In our drive and commitment to better communication and more transparency, this week saw 
the introduction of “Town Hall” meetings which were challenging but fruitful. If you haven’t 
read William Forward’s message, it’s worth requoting here:

“It was heartening evidence of your concern and interest in the School. The questions and 
comments, often quite challenging in tone and content, but equally sincere and genuine 
were helpful in forming a picture for all those present.”

In other news, we have our Sports Days next week which have been split up over three days to 
accommodate the need to keep the COVID “bubble” system maintained for the time being. 
We are still sadly unable to invite parents to watch events but the Gym Department and Class 
Teachers have worked very hard in order to make sure that as many trips and events can go 
ahead which has meant a huge concentration of these things scheduled after half term. This 
has meant complex additional organisation hence Sports days being brought forward. I am 
very grateful to all the staff involved in the planning and organisation of the Summer Term 
events and trips. 

Next week also sees the lifting of the government recommendations regarding masks. From 
Monday, children will no longer be required to wear masks at school, however adults will still 
be required to wear them in communal areas.

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend.

Emmeline Hawker
Acting Principal and DSL



A peek inside our Kindergartens



Class 10 etchings from their printmaking Main Lesson



Our Kindergartens continued



Class 10 etchings from their printmaking Main Lesson



VIRTUAL CANTEEN INVITATION

After three weeks of talks, consultations and discussion groups, as well as 
the Town Hall meetings, we are pleased to welcome back a simple ‘Virtual 

Canteen’. Put your slippers on, make a cup of tea, and come and let us know 
how you are.

The ‘Virtual Canteen’ is an online meeting space where we can connect with 
fellow parents during this time apart. It’s an open space to bring whatever 

is current with regards to you or your child’s journey through the school. 
Conversations are informal and everyone is welcome. 

Run and hosted by ‘Michael Hall Parents’.

Date: Thursday 20th May
Time: 20:00

Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8135077703

For more info: https://michaelhall.co.uk/michael-hall-parents-group/

Michael Hall Parents

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8135077703
https://michaelhall.co.uk/michael-hall-parents-group/
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Ian Howard - My Michael Hall journey started when I first saw Kirsty Grant
(an ex-scholar & now my wife). It’s always been a dream of hers to send 
our children to the School, and we are lucky enough to have them both 
enrolled here now, Josh in Class 4 and Kai in Kindergarten. My life has 
also slowly pushed me to this point, I was a school cleaner at 14, garden 
centre assistant at 16, then spent the next 20 years grafting in hospitality, 
(with a fair bit of hedonistic world travel chucked in). Then had a mid-life 
career change to give me more time with the family and started my own 
gardening company. Gardening is a passion but when the opportunity 
arose to work here as part of the caretaking & maintenance team, I saw 
it as a chance to help improve & change things for the better at the 
School from the inside out. After getting married here just after I started my employment, seeing 
the positive changes we as a team have made & also being able to witness the daily growth 
and amazing development of my children, I feel blessed to live and work here.

Simone Pritchard - I grew up and lived in East Germany until the Berlin 
Wall came down, I then moved to England. 
Since I have always been interested in languages, I studied German 
and Russian language and literature and spent one year of my studies 
in the Soviet Union (Russia).
I got married in England. Whilst finding out about teaching languages 
in Steiner Waldorf Schools, I taught German for a few years in State 
Schools up to A level. Both my children enjoyed their full education 
from Class 1 to Class 12 at Michael Hall. I have been privileged to 
teach mainly German to children and young people from Class 1 to 
Class 12 for 19 years.

Meet The Team

Michael Hall Class 12 graduate 2020, Daisy Davis, interviewed about her gap 
year that did not turn out quite as expected. Read article here

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2021/may/08/this-isnt-how-my-gap-year-was-meant-to-be-how-covid-turned-young-peoples-lives-upside-down?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other&fbclid=IwAR1DXGsoWLOKUlGIjKpcFqnDYw6DnPEEtX1USPUNF84XiaTouQDWn2ho_Qs


Early Years Safeguarding

Mark Fielding
Early Years Designated 

Safeguarding Lead 
mark.fielding@michaelhall.co.uk

Rachel Ford-Blanchard
Early Years Deputy Designated 

Safeguarding Lead
rachel.ford-blanchard@michaelhall.co.uk

Please speak to us about any Safeguarding concerns 
you may have.

The School Reception will be happy to find us for you.

  Safeguarding; we are all responsible



Fundraiser for the Bookbinding department

In an attempt to raise some funds for the craft budget at Michael Hall this year, 
I have set up an Etsy account and am selling many notebooks, journals and 

wedding planners. These books are all handmade by myself, using traditional 
methods. Our pupils here at Michael Hall enjoy learning this craft in class 10 

and 11 with me and it is truly wonderful that they are able to learn these skills 
and beautiful to see what they are able to create each year. For further details 

please click on the link. 
Your support is very much appreciated.

https://www.etsy.com/shop/MastersBookStudio
Rachel Masters; Bookbinding Teacher

Classified Adverts
Gym Kit

Lost Property Job Opportunities 
Cleaner

We are fully stocked in Reception. 
Please do come in to buy what your 

child needs.

Our cupboard is full to bursting. 
Please do let us know if you are 

missing anything and we will try to 
find it for you.
Maria & Helen

Cleaners required.
Please visit our website for further 

details and application pack

https://michaelhall.co.uk/job-opportunities

Books Wishlist

We are looking to boost our book 
provision. If you have any books 

by Arthur Ransome or 
Mary Norton, please drop them 
off at Reception where they will 

be gratefully received.

https://www.etsy.com/shop/MastersBookStudio 
https://michaelhall.co.uk/job-opportunities 


HEART OF TEACHING

 
OPEN MORNING 20TH MAY 2021 
8.45-11am 
Registration 8.45 in the Mansion 
Introduction to Steiner Waldorf teacher training course 9am 
Tour of the school 9.30 
Qs and As 10.30 
Venue : Michael Hall, Kidbrooke Park, Priory Road, Forest Row 
Please bring your own refreshments as we will not be able to supply 
these due to Covid restrictions, and people are required to wear masks 
in indoor spaces where social distancing is not possible.


