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Dear Parents and Carers,

This has been a week with two iconic events: the Graduation Ceremony for Class 12 and the 
Class 5 Olympics. Despite this being a wet and rainy summer, the weather behaved perfectly 
for both these events and it was absolutely wonderful to mark some of the occasions in a way 
that we so sorely missed last year. Festivals are a deeply integral part of what we do in Steiner 
Waldorf Education and to be able to hold some this week has given us all a sense of returning 
to normality.

In next week’s Friday Flier we will cover the Olympics but we are dedicating this edition to our 
lovely Class 12 who had their graduation ceremony and assembly this week as they walked 
out of the school gates to the whole school singing “Go well in peace” to them. 

Every year as teachers, the leaving of Class 12 is bittersweet. On one hand we will miss seeing 
them around and teaching them but on the other hand, we are always so proud of what 
extraordinary young adults they have become, equipped with a complete variety of skills 
from public speaking and emotional intelligence to metalwork and gardening. In addition to 
this, they take with them a deep knowledge of many aspects of the world that humans have 
uncovered such as astronomy, psychology, geology and an education in the development 
of civilisation itself. I personally will sorely miss Class 12 who I thoroughly enjoyed teaching a 
Psychology Main Lesson to last year. Their engagement, maturity and articulate questioning 
combined with an untarnished sense of wonder was a joy to engage with.

Have an exceptional weekend.

With warm regards,

Emmeline Hawker
Acting Principal and DSL

To subscribe to this newsletter please see www.michaelhall.co.uk/newsletter
Kidbrooke Park, Priory Road, Forest Row, East Sussex, RH18 5JA - Registered charity number 307006



Class 12 play, The Last Days of Judas Iscariot
Photography by Beau Beames





Class 12 Leavers Assembly





News
OLIVER! :  A peek into rehearsals 
Voices are beginning to recover from lock-down’s restrictive ban on group 
singing. The connecting of classes 9, 10 and 11 is starting to show the benefits of 
an ensemble production as the chorus, as well as the instruments and Mr.Rolton’s  
helpful cues that fill the theatre with sound. The raucous Three Cripples Inn pub 
scene has been one of the first to take shape, its forgiving melody, aimed to sound 
like drunken odes proved perfect to coax our ill-practiced voices into musical 
mode. The set is due to emerge over the next week, with thanks to parents and 
students who have already signed up, whilst costumes are in the making (Fagin’s 
famous gloves have already made an appearance)! Onstage, those with solos are 
starting to inhabit characters and the double casting is showing surprising continuity 
as individuals add their own flavours. 
From the student OLIVER! PR team
Music News:
Molly Van Den Reijen (Class 6) and Cosima Bentley (Class 8) are members of the 
National Youth Harp Orchestra. On Sunday 27th June the girls took to the stage 
of the Yehudi Menuhin Centre with over 40 Harpists from all over the country to 
present a programme ranging from traditional Irish, original compositions to Jazz. 
The performance ended with the Wellerman, the now famous sea shanty that went 
viral during lockdown. The girls played beautifully. Well done! 
Liehsja Blaxland de Lange (Parent and Harpist)

Contemporary Issues Class 9 Main Lesson Review
Written by George Hope and Ms Bax

In this Main Lesson, we investigated a wide range of global issues including 
population change, poverty, health issues in developing countries, deforestation 
and drought.  We learned about the different problems affecting the world 
today through a variety of practical activities to help us understand the causes 
and impacts, as well as identify possible solutions to some of these issues.
We played a number of different educational games, including ‘The Trading 
Game’, where students had to use the allocated resources to manufacture specific 
‘products’ in order to try and increase their country’s income. We also created 
our own ‘Top Trumps’ card games to investigate data for countries at different 
stages of development, such as birth rates, people per doctor and literacy rates.  
As part of this Main Lesson, we also did a project in the style of the well-known TV 
series – ‘Dragons Den’.  In small groups, we each had to research and pitch an 
idea to ‘The Dragons’ (Ms Fenton, Ms West, Mr Piotti and two students from Class 
11 – Leo Bloomfield and Narayan Higgo) that could help to solve the problems 
connected to at least one of the contemporary issues.  Some of the ideas 
presented included constructing ‘pop-up’ health clinics in remote rural regions 
across Africa, hydrogen powered cars, a mobile phone app called ‘Eco-Find’ 
that researches the sustainability credentials of retail businesses, and seaweed 
farms that could help lower global C02 emissions and provide an important food 
resource in developing countries. The Dragons were really impressed by Class 9’s 
unique and well researched ideas for solving some of the World’s current problems.



Alumni News:
An ex- Michael Hall student is currently featured on the homepage of the 
Biodynamic Association https://www.biodynamic.org.uk/
The featured farmer is Francis Rolton who, after leaving Michael Hall (2014-2016), 
trained as an apprentice farmer at Tablehurst Farm and now manages Green River 
Farm in Groombridge.

We are going to offer a number of talks and training sessions next term. In the 
meantime, please do sign up to one of our parent accounts at National Online 
Safety with whom we have a school membership as they have some excellent 
resources to help you to navigate and understand what your children may be 
doing online. There are lots of training videos and you can even search for a 
specific game or app that they may be using to read a helpful article about it.
 
Simply click on the following link to claim your account:
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/michael-hall-school
 
Finally, I recently attended a Safeguarding meeting held by the Local Authority 
for Independent Schools’ DSLs where they shared the following video which 
was created by the New Zealand government and has proved popular with it’s 
humorous skits on online perils for children. There are a few in the series which you 
can find using the link at the end of the first video:
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=89jOufetX1c
 
Should you have any questions regarding online safety please contact Pearce 
McNulty who is our Online Safety Officer, or myself as DSL for this and/or any other 
Safeguarding issues.

Online Safety

https://www.biodynamic.org.uk/
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/michael-hall-school
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=89jOufetX1c


Wellbeing Resource
Our students have been through quite a year. They have eagerly returned to school, to face life 
together once again (albeit socially distanced). As the dust settles and the current new norm 
ranges anywhere between normal school life, attending every day and total lockdown, for some 
it has been difficult to know where they stand. 

For these children, this has resulted in anxiety and even school refusing at times. This can be very 
difficult to navigate for Parents so we are sharing this link from YoungMinds to try and help support 
any Parents that may be experiencing these difficulties. 

https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-guide-to-support-a-z/parents-guide-to-
support-school-anxiety-and-refusal/

Calling all bakers and volunteers… 

Volunteer a time slot to help serve, or  bake goods to sell, by emailing 
thebuzzstop@pm.me to register your interest.

Please include your name, the class(es) you represent and whether you can 
bake or help out.

We’re looking forward to sharing with you how much we have raised at the 
end of term. Thank you all for your support.

Sarah-Jane and Lyann

The Buzz Stop

https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-guide-to-support-a-z/parents-guide-to-suppor
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-guide-to-support-a-z/parents-guide-to-suppor


The Buzz Stop

The Great Big Michael Hall 
INK SPILL

Judges Mrs Courtney, Mr Jones and Miss Fenton were extremely impressed by the 
brilliant Ink Spill writing competition entries, and were able to congratulate many 

entrants on Saturday at the Midsummer Exhibition.

The winners of the Great Big Michael Hall Ink Spill 2021:

The Liz Attwell Original Young Writer Award: 
1. Alice Friedman Carones  2. Sarah Muir

Poetry: 
1. Maddy Isaacs 2. Helena Finnemore, 

Highly Commended: Lina Vermazen and Emily Finnemore

Short Stories: 
1. Eli Mallory-Blythe   2. Amber de Waal

Opening Chapters of a Novel: 
1. Doron Mohel    2. Maia Berger

Science Fiction: 
1 Kayden Payne   2. Tudor

Non-Fiction Articles: 
1. Amy Duveen 2. Robyn Evans

Well done to all entrants for putting such time and effort in and for the wonderful 
array of talent and interests shown.

Thanks so much to the East Grinstead Book Shop for donating the prizes for the 
five categories, and to Nic Attwell and family for sponsoring the Liz Attwell Original 
Young Writer Award. Huge thanks to all staff and parents who raised awareness, 

excitement and encouraged entries.

We will be running this again next year as an annual writing competition, with more 
categories and even more build up so... Keep writing!

Keep an eye on our website to read some of the winning pieces.



‘Books, Music and Lyrics by Lionel Bart’
Lionel Bart’s Oliver! JR. is presented through special arrangement with
and all authorized materials are supplied by
Music Theatre International, New York, NY
(212) 541-4684 mtishows.com

Performed by Classes 9,10 & 11 in 
Michael Hall Theatre 

Tuesday 13th July 
2021 19:30

Wednesday 14th 
July 2021 19:30

Price £6
Kidbrooke Park, Priory Road, Forest Row, East Sussex, RH18 5JA
www.michaelhall.co.uk - 01342 822275 contact@michaelhall.co.uk
This is a School fundraising event - Registered Charity Number 307006

Tickets available 
from Monday 5th to 

Friday 9th July at 3:45 
from the bus shelter 

and from Cafe Coco 
in the village



Classified Adverts

Job Opportunities 
Caretaker

Please visit our website for further 
details and application pack

https://michaelhall.co.uk/job-opportunities

To subscribe to this newsletter please see www.michaelhall.co.uk/newsletter
Kidbrooke Park, Priory Road, Forest Row, East Sussex, RH18 5JA - Registered charity number 307006

Job Opportunities 
School Receptionist

Job Opportunities 
Upper School Learning Support Assistant

Please visit our website for further 
details and application pack

https://michaelhall.co.uk/job-opportunities

Job Opportunities 
Cleaner

Please visit our website for further 
details and application pack

https://michaelhall.co.uk/job-opportunities

Job Opportunities 
Eurythmy Teacher

Job Opportunities 
Lower School Learning Support Assistant

Please visit our website for further 
details and application pack

https://michaelhall.co.uk/job-opportunities

Please visit our website for further 
details and application pack

https://michaelhall.co.uk/job-opportunities

Please visit our website for further 
details and application pack

https://michaelhall.co.uk/job-opportunities


