
Spring Term 
21st JanuaryFriday Flier

Dear Parents and Carers,

Unfortunately, Emmeline has succumbed to COVID-19 and as such is confined 
to isolation at home.  I am sure you will join me in wishing her well for a speedy 
recovery and return to school.  In her absence, I feel privileged to be able to take 
her spot in the Friday Flier!

Complimented by the crisp winter mornings and buoyed up by the success of our 
latest Ofsted report, a palpable ‘zing’ can be felt in the air around Michael Hall!  
It is a joy to see children flourish in their work and play, and we look forward to 
showcasing our setting to prospective parents at our Open Morning on Thursday 
10th February. Please help us spread the word and invite curious friends and 
family to register their interest in attending with the Admissions Team.

We were treated to an informative talk on the use of technology this week, by 
Erica Mallory-Blythe and Paula Healy. This was an excellent way to consider 
our community’s diverse beliefs around the use of technology and provided a 
measured forum for considered debate on the subject. We remain committed 
to ensuring technology is delivered as appropriate to children’s developmental 
stage, true to our ethos at school. We look forward to further lectures and 
discussion on the subject in the near future.

Please can I remind those wishing to be considered for fee assistance in the 
coming academic year to ensure they have done so by the 7th February. More 
information can be found on the School’s website, or through our Finance Team.

Have a wonderful weekend!

Liz James
School Business Manager
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Class 3b



A happy new year from the gardening 
department. We began this week by 
restoring some of the wellie pegs in 

green woodwork (class 6) and throwing 
out old holey ones. 

If you have any wellies that don’t 
fit your children anymore and are 

willing to donate them to the School 
in reasonable condition, please drop 
them off at Reception and I will pick 
them up. We are particularly looking 

for sizes 5-10 as it is often Middle School 
children who forget to bring them.

Come and see our rich curriculum in action, 
which attaches equal importance to crafts, arts, 
and intellectual achievement. We would love to 
show you how our children enjoy their school, 

our dedication to continual improvement,  
our warmth and energy, and why Ofsted has 

praised the enthusiasm of the school’s teachers 
and leaders.

  
For more information, please contact 

admissions@michaelhall.co.uk or visit our 
website. www.michaelhall.co.uk  

OPEN DAY 
Thursday 
10th Feb 
8:30-12pm

Thank you for your donations!
Thank you to everyone who gave so 

generously at the Advent Festival of Music 
last month. We collected £274.18 for 

Save the Children’s ‘Afghan Emergency 
appeal’. This sum was increased to a total 
of £397.38 following the donations raised 

on the Student Council’s ‘Wear a Christmas 
Jumper’ day during the last week of term.

Songs of the Earth in the Long Room on 
Friday 4th February at 7.30pm.

We are delighted to welcome back two 
past Michael Hall parents to give a recital 
of songs and poetry entitled, Songs of the 
Earth. The internationally renowned tenor 

Mark Padmore, and actor Naomi Wirthner, 
will perform a programme featuring the 

work of poets ranging from Kathleen 
Jamie to Seamus Heaney, and songs by 

composers from Rebecca Clarke 
to Franz Schubert. 

Please join us, but do not delay in picking 
up your tickets from Reception. We are 

only issuing 85 tickets and these are 
available each  school day after 3.20pm 

from Reception. Whilst tickets are free, we 
will be collecting donations at the end of 

the evening for the East Sussex Wildlife Trust 
and Music at Michael Hall.

Lost
Large brown monkey with Velcro 

hands. Lost near the monkey bars and 
tyres on 16th December 2021.

The monkey is much loved, and his 
owner misses him dearly.

Please contact Reception if found.



Classes 3-5 
Poetry Opportunity!

Exploring emotions & celebrating individuality...
This Is Me!

‘Young Writers’ has invited our students in classes 3-5 to write a poem for This Is Me 
and celebrate themselves in verse. Class Teachers will support students to write 

these poems and we will submit them as a school on February 10th.

Closing Date
Friday Feburary 4th

Literacy Corner

Jeremy Covell - Minibus Driver. My connection with Michael Hall started in 
1968 at the age of 14 when I started as a new boy in Miss Joyce Russell’s class 
8a. After spending 3 years at a school I hated, this was cathartic. After one 
term I asked my parents (we lived in Crowborough) to let me board, which I 
did in the Mansion, run by the lovely Mr and Mrs Price. Leaving in 1972 after 
4 years in Hugh Hetherington’s class, I honestly had no idea what I wanted 
to do until while working at the Pitlochry Tourist Information Centre in 1975, 
I also got a job at the Pitlochry Festival Theatre as a casual backstage. This 
changed my life in that I had found something I both enjoyed and they paid 
me for. Following this, I continued working at Pitlochry Theatre, Oxford New 
Theatre (twice) and the Fulcrum Centre in Slough. In 1981 I moved to Fairfield Halls in Croydon and 
worked there for 23 years. From 1997 onwards I was the Controller of Technical Services, and I also 
ran Ashcroft Services. We built sets and hired sound equipment in addition to supplying equipment 
and operatoring for the Reduced Shakespeare Company in the West End. We also supplied shell 
scheme and lighting for exhibitions. In 2004 I welcomed a very early retirement (almost burnt out), 
and after 5 years mostly behind a desk, I gratefully started work as a performing arts technician 
at Riddlesdown Collegiate, - back to doing what I loved, lighting, sound and building sets. I 
also freelanced as a sound engineer mostly for musicals. After 7 years I moved to Trinity School, 
following 6 years there I found myself back at Michael Hall. It has been a very interesting journey! 
During 2019, I decided it was time to retire but it has become very obvious that was not a good 
move. I am so pleased to be back and driving a minibus at Michael Hall. Beware... retirement isn’t 
all it is made out to be!! 

Meet The Team

Next week’s Dates
Parents Evenings 

24th January Classes 2a, 2b 
25th January Classes 5a, 5b and 12

26th January Class 7

Class 8b Play
27th and 28th January

7pm in the Theatre





Songs of the 
Earth

Featuring the work of poets ranging from 
Kathleen Jamie to Seamus Heaney, 

and songs by composers Rebecca Clarke to 
Franz Schubert.

Mark Padmore - Tenor
Naomi Wirthner - Reader

Julian Rolton - Piano
Date: Friday 4th February 2022

Time: 7.30pm
Venue: Long Room at Michael Hall, Kidbrooke 

Park, Forest Row.

Tickets: 85 tickets available for collection at 
Reception. 

Leaving donations requested towards Sussex Wildlife 
Trust and Music at Michael Hall



To subscribe to this newsletter please see:
www.michaelhall.co.uk/newsletter   friday.flier@michaelhall.co.uk 
Kidbrooke Park, Priory Road, Forest Row, East Sussex, RH18 5JA 
Registered charity number 307006

Congratulations Daisy, Tash & Summer 
from all at Michael Hall!

Community Nourishment
The canteen is open on Monday and Wednesday mornings 

from 8.00am-9.00am but we need some more 
‘Canteen Shepherds’, two for each day. This would involve 
you having a school DBS check, ideally already, keep the 
coffee flowing and generally keep an eye out to ensure 

everything runs smoothly. Please contact me if you would like 
to find out more or if you can volunteer.

Looking forward to hearing from you, Maria 
maria.finnemore@michaelhall.co.uk

Job Opportunities
Afternoon Minibus Driver and 

School Site Assistant

Please visit our website for further 
details and application pack

https://michaelhall.co.uk/job-opportunities

Morning Minibus Driver and 
School Site Assistant

Please visit our website for further 
details and application pack

https://michaelhall.co.uk/job-opportunities

Class Teacher

Please visit our website for further 
details and application pack

https://michaelhall.co.uk/job-opportunities

Cover Kindergarten Assistant

Please visit our website for further 
details and application pack

https://michaelhall.co.uk/job-opportunities
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