
Spring Term 
11th FebruaryFriday Flier

Dear Parents and Carers,

We were all bursting with pride yesterday at our first Open Day in 
quite a while. We had over 100 people attend the day and all of us 
involved could feel that the attendees were impressed and heart-
warmed by what they saw. I led a tour round the Lower and Middle 
School accompanied by two students from Class 11 (one of whom 
was a student from my former class). It was really lovely to reminisce 
with the Class 11 students, remembering our times as a group as we 
walked round and watched snippets from each class.  The tour group 
found it enchanting and impressive to see what incredibly confident 
and well-rounded students we have in addition to how proud and 
fond they are of their time at Michael Hall. There were Kindergarten 
tour group members who were moved to tears by the idyllic  nature of 
our Kindergartens.

I opened the day with a very short speech about Head, Heart and 
Hands, (a phrase which has recently been adopted by many schools 
but I think we blow them out of the water in these realms)  and talked 
about each one. Most importantly in the realm of the heart, our 
school is full of love. I finished by saying “We love our students, we love 
our school and I hope after seeing what we do that you do too.”

Wishing you all a weekend full of Spring warmth and a happy and 
restful Half-Term break.

With warm regards,

Emmeline Hawker,
Acting Principal



Class 2a 

Beautiful 
painted hearts 

by Class 2a  
to celebrate 

Valentine’s Day





Class 11 Creating countries and developing their own 
constitutions as part of their Politics Main Lesson







Basketball Team
Michael Hall U18’s Basketball Team have been playing in the Sussex League 
this year. It has not been easy for them with the stop/start nature of Covid, 
and players have been absent due to illness, but they have begun to form 

themselves into a talented team.
Despite a number of players being absent, a smaller squad went to play 

Ardingly. The final score of 30-49 to Ardingly did not reflect the energy and 
commitment that our team played with.

The Ardingly Team proved to be physical and talented opponents but despite 
this, Michael Hall players managed to score 30 points against them and showed 

themselves to be real ambassadors for our school. 
Ardingly sports staff were so impressed by the way they conducted themselves 

on and off the court, that they came over to mention this to us directly.

Well done to all the players who came:
Olly

Joseph
 Tom

Reuben
Navaro
George
Jamie



Dates for your diary
Monday 21st - Inset Day
Tuesday 22nd - Term restarts

Friday 25th 19:30 Class 12 Play
Saturday 26th 13:30 & 19:30 Class 12 Play

Our World Book Day is going to be HUGE at Michael Hall this year! Each and 
every year group will dress up as their favourite character or book- and all of the 
school staff too...

Students will be invited to bake biscuits themed around a book or a poem for 
their whole class to admire, and then enjoy at lunch time. 

We will also hold a Big Book Swap so that children and staff can bring in one 
book they read and loved and swap it for something new that they may not 
have picked up normally.

In addition to these fun activities, we are looking for more suggestions from the 
School Community on how to celebrate the diversity of books and reading on 
this day. We would also love to organise guest speakers to come in and meet 
the children, so any suggestions or introductions would be gratefully received.

Start raiding the charity shops and planning your outfits. We will be recognising 
outstanding efforts on the day with some engaging and colourful surprises...

Fancy Dress World Book Day
 

Thursday March 3rd

Literacy Corner





‘Curiouser and curiouser...’
In spite of so much recent Covid-intervention in our lives, I’m happy to say Class 12’s 
terrific creative responses to the story and characters of ‘WONDERLAND’ - appears to 
be enabling its presentation on schedule! All the costumes have been created by the 
design team, music is being composed by the students as well as drawing on a wide 
range of sources, lines are being learnt, set and props being realised by the community 
of parents. What a process, marred by, but also inspired by, the difficulties of absence 
(not least the director’s)!

Performances on Friday 25th and Saturday 26th Feb at 7.30pm, and a matinee on 
Saturday 26th at 1.30pm.

PLEASE note: ‘WONDERLAND’ is not for very young children, recommended viewing age 
Class 3 upwards. 

Buy your tickets in good time as these performances are usually sold out! Available from 
Cafe Coco from Monday 14th February, and Reception from Tuesday 22nd February. 

You will hear Lewis Caroll’s text, with invaluable help from the incomparable Adrian 
Mitchell. Our ‘WONDERLAND’ shows an Alice of a modern world but with maximum 
respect for the original creation. ‘Alice in Wonderland’ and ‘Through the Looking 
Glass’ are two of the most famous children’s books of all time. They inspired much of 

the absurdist and ‘nonsense’ English 
humour of the next 100 years: John 
Lennon, Spike Milligan, Monty Python 
all incorporate a nonsense macabre 
surrealism that is also a feature of the 
original ‘Alice’. In particular, those who 
grew up with the original John Tenniel 
illustrations, know the unease and 
weirdness that characterise many of 
the exchanges Alice has to endure. 
We might think we know Alice - but 
wait - there’s the Duchess, the Cheshire 
Cat, the Caterpillar and the terrifying 
Jabberwocky (in her dream of course) 
- or was it through the Looking Glass? 
Or down the Rabbit hole...

Join Class 12 in our exploration of 
the world of Alice -’WONDERLAND’

Performances on
 Friday 25th and Saturday 26th 

Feb at 7.30pm
Saturday 26th matinee at 

1.30pm.
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A Nourishing Activity
Dark Skies Festival, South Downs (11-27 February)

Perfect for half-term! The National Parks Dark Skies Festival take place up 
and down the Country.

The Dark Skies Festivals are all about discovering, learning and enjoying the dark 
and the stars you can see as a result. This could mean getting out for an activity
 such as cycling, walking, running, caving at night, attending a stargazing party, 

taking part in a daytime event, learning more about star constellations or 
making a rocket.

 In 2021, the Dark Skies Festival was all about the personal experience of the
 night skies where you live, learning about the constellations, the history and 

associated folklore, and the nocturnal wildlife that depends on them. 
Participants found out why looking at the stars is so good for our mental 

well-being and what we can all do to protect them into the future.

 https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/dark-night-skies/
dark-skies-festival/

Job Opportunities
Afternoon Minibus Driver and 

School Site Assistant

Please visit our website for further 
details and application pack

https://michaelhall.co.uk/job-opportunities

Morning Minibus Driver and 
School Site Assistant

Please visit our website for further 
details and application pack

https://michaelhall.co.uk/job-opportunities

Please visit our website for further 
details and application pack

https://michaelhall.co.uk/job-opportunities

Cover Kindergarten Assistant
AFTER SCHOOL CHOIR CLUB 

for children aged 9-11

Booking is now OPEN for next half-term. 
Please note start date - Tuesday 1st March
https://www.eequ.org/experience/1144

to book. 
We would love more of you and are now 
expanding to include children from this 
age group from across our community.

So tell your friends!

http://ww.michaelhall.co.uk/newsletter
mailto:friday.flier%40michaelhall.co.uk?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/michaelhallsteinerschool
https://www.instagram.com/michaelhallschool/
 https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/dark-night-skies/ dark-skies-festival/
 https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/dark-night-skies/ dark-skies-festival/


The Handwork Department is happy to host the following workshop, 
led by our dear friend and colleague, Mrs Yumi Lindsay:

Natural Dye Workshop
Date: 19th & 20th February 2022

Time: 10:00 until 16:00
The course fee is £125, including materials and refreshment.

 
This exciting workshop introduces the basic principles and practice 
of natural dyeing, using natural dye extracts such as madder, onion 
skins, cochineal, indigo and more. We will explore natural dyeing 
techniques to create a variety of colours and effects on wool and silk. 
You will experience the steps of natural dyeing from start to finish as 
well as creating the foundations for more advanced processes.
The course includes how to prepare fibre/yarn, how to extract dye 
from plants, learn the plants suitable for natural dying, and how to dye 
wool.
On the 2nd day, we will explore the use of over-dyeing and modifiers 
to expand our spectrum of colours, to include working with indigo and 
iron to create greens and purples.
We will also work with indigo dye on silk to make a simple Shibori tie-
dye scarf.

Yumi hopes the course will give participants the skills and confidence 
to continue dyeing when they get home! 

Please book your place with zoe.crowder@michaelhall.co.uk

Natural Dye 
Workshop

External Events taking place at 

mailto:zoe.crowder%40michaelhall.co.uk?subject=

