
Spring Term 
4th March

Dear Parents and Carers,

As usual, lots of positive news and beautiful pictures in our Friday 
Flier this week. One event that didn’t get photographed was our 
visit from the ubiquitous “Pete the Pond” who has one leg and a pet 
parrot! Pete has dedicated his life to understanding and working 
with the important ecosystem of ponds and gave an excellent talk 
to Classes 8 about how lucky we were to have such biodiversity here 
and how privileged we are to have newts on site. The students were 
very engaged and asked some excellent questions. Students will 
be working on restoring the pond with Pete’s advice as part of our 
commitment to the environment. My hope is that by the end of a year 
we can also gain official school “eco status” as nature is an integral 
part of what our education stands for.

Wishing you a wonderful Spring weekend (I highly recommend 
consciously listening to the birds in the mornings at the moment, they 
are particularly cheery).

With warm regards,

Emmeline Hawker,
Acting Principal

Friday Flier



Pancake Day Celebrations





I have always loved 
books imbued 
with magic. My 
favourite book as 
a child was “The 
Ship that Flew” by 
Hilda Lewis which is 
a beautifully written 
story about a group 
of children who 

travel through history in a magic ship. 
As a teenager, I read a lot of fantasy to 
satiate my hunger for magical worlds but 
my favourite series was, and continues 
to be the Earthsea series by Ursula 
LeGuin. LeGuin’s 
books approach 
very profound and 
challenging themes in 
a deeply imaginative 
way and her fourth 
book in this series 
“Tehanu” was the 
first fantasy book to 
feature a female 
protagonist.
Emmeline Hawker, 
Acting Principal

“Shantaram” by 
Gregory David 
Roberts, is full of colour, 
emotions, cultural 
experiences, drama 
and philosophical 
thoughts. The story 
of Shantaram is 
based on the real-

life events of the Author, a convict 
who escaped a high security prison in 
Australia to start a new life in Bombay. 
Throughout the story you learn to love 
the main character, who in many ways 
is a very “bad” person but also full of 
heart, care and loyalty.  I particularly 
enjoyed reading this hefty novel as its 
story takes you to so many contrasting 
environments; into the hustle and bustle 
of Bombay’s streets, teaches about the 
law in the slums, the rule of street gangs 
as well as into the peaceful mountains.
Laura Selter, Gym & Games Teacher 
and Class 10 Guardian

My favourite children’s 
book is Eloise by Kay 
Thompson and Hilary 
Knight because Eloise 
has a spark and energy 
about her and I love the 
illustrations.
Jacqui Phillips, SENCo

Literacy Corner



One of my favourite 
writers is the twentieth 
century American 
playwright, Arthur Miller. 
I find his plays, such 
as ‘The Crucible’ and 
‘Death of a Salesman’, 
expertly written. Each 

play is a comment on a certain historical 
period. ‘The Crucible’ is a comment on 
both the Salem Witch hunts of the 1600s 
and the anti-Communist hysteria of the 
mid twentieth century McCarthy era, 
whilst ‘Death of a Salesman’ explores 
and critiques the American Dream 
that was still sold to American citizens 
in the twentieth century. Both of these 
plays are tragedies, and act as fierce, 
profound and moving commentaries.
Clare Gonzalez, English Teacher

One of my favourite books is ‘That 
Hideous Strength’ by CS Lewis. The third 
in a trilogy of little- known science fiction 
novels by the author of Narnia, this is a 
very adult take on the fate of England or 
more accurately Albion, the true soul of 
these islands we live on.  Lewis describes 
an England under the cosh of a rule by 
a technocratic elite. This scientific elite 
are ironically called NICE, (such an elite 
with this acronym who rule the country 
in another way actually now exists) For 
this and other reasons of prophetic truth, 
this is a storytelling tour de 
force, offering insight into the 
help available to us all from 
spiritual teachers such as 
‘Merlin’ from the archangelic 
realm, and from the higher 
self in times of crisis. A must 
read!
Dan Skinner, Drama Teacher

I enjoy reading Mairi Hedderwick’s ‘Katy Morag’ to my 
children, with its red-wellied, kind-hearted heroine in her warm, 
opinionated island community. I like the humorous depiction of 
busy parents, competitive grandmothers and kind-hearted yet 
impulsive, often-in-a-scrape children... who all 
end up harmonious and happily together again 

at the end of every beautifully illustrated story.
A book I always enjoy re-reading is ‘Wise Children’ by Angela 
Carter. It is a riotous and carnivalesque romp through the 20thC, 
as experienced by two entrancing and anarchic show-biz sisters. 
Carter’s prose is dazzlingly beautiful, funny and deeply feminist; 
and I can never read her without remembering how much (late 
Michael Hall teacher) Liz Attwell enjoyed teaching about her 
novels and short stories.
Catherine Fenton, GCSE English and Whole School Literacy Lead

From the very beginning of this novel, you are on a journey that 
never loses its forward momentum. Throughout the book the 
wheels of the plot turn relentlessly; sometimes you feel almost 
breathless. It is a cracking read, in other words! Even though 
written in 2003 its still packed full of relevant and intelligent political 
messages, which can easily be summed up: don’t trust the 
scientists and the big corporations to run the world.
Ian Howard, Estate Manager



Class 3a have been making 
weights



I was privileged to spend the day with Mr Jones and Class 5b on a trip to London 
on Wednesday. We were lucky enough to visit the Petrie Museum, having the 
whole place to ourselves, as well as the British Museum. 
The children were extremely knowledgeable, sharing insights and asking impressive 
questions. Highlights were an Egyptian mouse trap, preserved gold leaf and of 
course the mummies in the British Museum - notably Ginger!
For me, a highlight was receiving praise from a fellow passenger on the train who 
wanted to share how impressed she was at the children’s behaviour- deserved 
praise indeed!
Charlie Parker, DSL





Speaker Series | Transition Talks

“Meeting the Adolescent’ with Julian Rolton
 

Following on from our last talk on the 14 Year Change, covering the rites 
of passage in Class 8, Julian Rolton is kindly going to continue our journey 

through the Waldorf Curriculum by sharing with us how the children transition 
to the Upper School, and the ways in which they are supported, inspired and 

challenged in Classes 9 & 10.
 

Date: Wednesday 9th March
Time: 8pm

 
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8135077703

 
Hosted by the Michael Hall Parents Group

https://michaelhall.co.uk/michael-hall-parents-group/

Michael Hall Parents Group

AFTER SCHOOL CHOIR CLUB 
for children aged 9-11

Booking is now OPEN for next half-term. 
Please note start date - Tuesday 1st March
https://www.eequ.org/experience/1144

to book. 
We would love more of you and are now expanding to include children from this age 

group from across our community.
So tell your friends!

Look out for images 
from Class 12’s 
production of 
‘Wonderland’

next week!

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8135077703
https://michaelhall.co.uk/michael-hall-parents-group/
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Community CelebrationsINTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

Tuesday March 8th is International Women’s Day. 
The theme for 2022 is #breakthebias. 

 
‘Imagine a gender equal world.

A world free of bias, stereotypes, and discrimination.
A world that is diverse, equitable, and inclusive.

A world where difference is valued and celebrated.
Together we can forge women’s equality.

Collectively we can all #BreakTheBias’

Please click on the link for more information
 if you are interested in learning more: 

International Women’s Day. 

Job Opportunities
Afternoon Minibus Driver and 

School Site Assistant

Please visit our website for further 
details and application pack

https://michaelhall.co.uk/job-opportunities

Morning Minibus Driver and 
School Site Assistant

Please visit our website for further 
details and application pack

https://michaelhall.co.uk/job-opportunities

Please visit our website for further 
details and application pack

https://michaelhall.co.uk/job-opportunities

Kindergarten Assistant Individual Educational 
Needs Assistant

Please visit our website for further 
details and application pack

https://michaelhall.co.uk/job-opportunities

https://www.internationalwomensday.com


External Events taking place at 


