
Dear Parents and Carers,

I hope you all had a lovely Easter. 
It has been so good to see the 
return of the leaves on trees, the 
chirpiness of the birds and the 
warm sunshine. We are now in the 
Summer Term which starts with 
another of my favourite festivals; 
May Day. The practice maypole 
in the Lower School playground 
has been busy this week and the 
full sized pole with its colourful 
ribbons is now up on the South Lawn 
ready for next Friday when it will be 
woven and danced around.

Last night I attended the Upper School 
Spring Festival and was extremely moved, as I 
often am, by our Upper School students, by the talent, courage, inspiration and 
imagination that they have. Not least the fact that they’ve had to perform on 
a different date to expected and just before exams too! Congratulations Upper 
School, you make us proud of what we do every day.

Just before the end of last term, I wrote to say that we are co-creating a 5-year 
vision for the School which we can all visualise, work towards and manifest. The 
first draft can be read in this edition of the Friday Flier, and I would welcome 
input from the community so we can all work on it together.

During the Easter Holiday I was fortunate enough to attend the TEDx event in 
Brighton and heard some very interesting talks. Inspired by this, I will be giving a 
short informal bite-sized talk in the Canteen on Thursday morning 5th May next 
week after drop off which you are all welcome to attend (bring a mug if you 
want a hot drink). It would be lovely to also meet those of you who I haven’t 
already spoken to. I will then do a further evening talk for those of you who can’t 
make a morning, the date of which will be communicated when it is confirmed. 
If the morning talk is popular, I will do another one in a few weeks. The title of the 
talk is “Steiner Education and the Vision for the Future of Michael Hall”. 

Wishing you all a spring-filled extended weekend.

With warm regards,
Emmeline Hawker, Acting Principal

Blackboard Drawing of ‘St Francis and the Wolf of Gubbio’ story by Mara Lane
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This is an initial draft of the vision for our wonderful school and could also 
serve as a good mission statement for our website. It has been shared with 
colleagues and we are working to refine and enhance it in our weekly 
college meeting. Feedback is welcomed from across the community. Please 
send your feedback to laura.brown@michaelhall.co.uk.

Michael Hall is a nourishing place in which mind, body and soul works in 
harmony with the ecology of the site. We strive to educate “head, heart and 
hands” in equal balance.

“Head” learning is delivered maximising human interaction, without the use 
of screens in the Kindergarten and Lower School, and is implemented using 
traditional and ecological learning resources. The Upper School academic 
curriculum is taught by highly knowledgeable and experienced subject 
specialists. 

“Heart” is nourished by a deeply caring and collegiate teaching faculty 
supported through a well-resourced and trained Wellbeing and Safeguarding 
department. Michael Hall is a warm community where we value each 
person’s individual contribution and part to play. This sense of community is 
at the core of the feeling of harmony and balance which permeates every 
corner of the School and its site. As a result, the health and wellbeing of all is 
cared for and everybody at Michael Hall can fulfil their potential as a human 
being.

“Hands” focuses on a wide portfolio of arts and crafts lessons, teaching 
traditional skills utilising specialist craft rooms, including a forge and 
bookbinding studio. There are a range of lessons challenging the body in 
a variety of different ways including Outdoor Learning every week with 
Gardening lessons in a beautiful walled biodynamic garden, Gym lessons in 
a fully equipped gym with an Olympic standard basketball court and weekly 
Eurythmy lessons focusing on co-ordination, awareness of one’s own body 
and of space in relation to others. 

A Vision For Michael Hall

mailto:laura.brown%40michaelhall.co.uk?subject=Michael%20Hall%20Vision


After School Choir Club
AFTER SCHOOL CHOIR CLUB for children aged 9-11 (basically Class 4/5) We had a 

good start to the term last week and it’s not too late to join us. Please visit 
https://www.eequ.org/experience/1144 to book.  

Lower School May Festival
Please join us on the South Lawn for the Lower 

School May Festival on Friday 6th May at 11am

Classes 8 have chosen to renovate the 
garden pond as their gardening project 
this year. The aim is to create a haven for 
wildlife with particular plants and fish to 
benefit the whole ecosystem. The pond 

will be completely drained, the old fence 
restored and flow form fixed. We need a 
little investment to make this a beautiful 

space for the next generation of students, 
staff and wildlife to enjoy.

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
classeight-pond

Classes 8 
Pond Renovation

https://www.eequ.org/experience/1144
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/classeight-pond
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/classeight-pond




Community Coming TogetherMay welcomes the 
first of our two Mansion Markets 

this year. We are delighted to be hosting 
14 new stallholders in addition to many of our 

much-loved regulars and Class 11 will be providing 
delicious lunch, cakes and drinks throughout the day. Last 
market we raised enough money to pay for a defibrillator, 

a cabinet to house it, a new school library cataloging system, 
some equipment to finish setting up a designated Art Therapy 

space and we still had spare to donate funds to the School Arts 
and Crafts Department. These events are only successful when 
we all come together, be it to organise, to cater, to advertise, 
to support by attending to shop or to clear away at the end. 

Please save the date, come and browse, meet friends for
 a coffee and appreciate being together. 

Mansion Market Team

Job Opportunities

Please visit our website for further 
details and application pack

https://michaelhall.co.uk/job-opportunities

Kindergarten Teacher

Please visit our website for further 
details and application pack

https://michaelhall.co.uk/job-opportunities

Lab Technician

Please visit our website for further 
details and application pack

https://michaelhall.co.uk/job-opportunities

English Teacher and Literacy Lead
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External Events taking place at 

NEW ADULT CHOIR FOR OUR SCHOOL COMMUNITY
Kate Smith’s choir for the Michael Hall Adult Community is now well under way. It is attended by 
a mixture of current and ex-parents; current and ex-staff and ex-pupils over 18. We do a good 
vocal warm up and have started singing songs from the huge repertoire of familiar partsongs, 
rounds and seasonal songs that have been taught to the pupils of Michael Hall which many 

parents have said they’d like to sing themselves, especially the songs of the Upper School. Just 
like the pupils, there are varying abilities and all are welcome. If you haven’t experienced singing 
in a large group with warm harmonies and beautiful melodies, then you won’t be disappointed. 

It is £5 per session that you attend. No obligation to attend every week, so please let your Uni 
offspring know if they’re still around even for a couple of weeks...

 Sessions will be in the Eurythmy Studio at school every Tuesday from 7.45-8.45 PM during term 
time, starting back on 26th April. We will need more MALE VOICES if we want to do four parts 

properly though…
Hope you can join us.

Kate 

News Corner 
As part of our on going improvement works to 

the site and in support of the ‘Friends of the 
River Medway’, we have been tidying and 

clearing our water courses to remove invasive 
plants and improve water quality.

https://foraged.school
https://www.formedway.org
https://www.formedway.org


External Events taking place at 

One weekend remaining!

mailto:frowforukraine%40gmail.com?subject=Gala%20Dinner


External Events taking place at 

EAST SUSSEX, MICHAEL 
HALL, FOREST ROW

THE WHITE TENT
MICHAEL HALL STEINER SCHOOL

KIDBROOKE PARK, FOREST ROW RH18 5JA

...more than theatre

20TH MAY 19:00
VASILISA

21ST MAY 17:00 
VASILISA

22ND MAY 11:00 
THE MUSICIANS

OF BREMEN
Tickets: further 
information to follow

mailto:frowforukraine%40gmail.com?subject=Gala%20Dinner

